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While serving as a University 
Ambassador and  Orientation Leader, 
she is studying nursing and Spanish in 
order to one day work in community  and 
international health care.
In 2013, Kate joined Good Samaritan 
Health Services and the Tulsa Health 
Department  to work a medical internship 
in the local Spanish community. This 
past summer, TU helped  her arrange a 
study abroad internship at a government-
owned clinic in Chile.

Your support of the TU Annual Fund inspires students like 
Kate Foringer and  fuels their dreams for the future.

For questions about giving opportunities at TU, please contact 
The University  of Tulsa Coordinator of Annual Giving at 918-631-3514, 
annual-fund@utulsa.edu.

“TU is helping me reach my ultimate 
goals of becoming bilingual and 
working in the Spanish-speaking 
world, whether that be abroad through 
the Peace Corps or at home in the 
 United States.”
TU invites you to remember students 
like Kate in your year-end giving. Your 
contribution  directly supports today’s 
students as they prepare for the 
healthcare challenges of tomorrow.

Kate Foringer is chasing big dreams. 

A caring  
voice at home
and abroad

Make an online gift at utulsa.edu/giving
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Dear Friends,
Earlier this year, The University of  Tulsa announced 

the formation of  the College of  Health Sciences, effective 
January 1, 2015. This auspicious move will expand our 
opportunities for teaching, research and service and will 
help address the ongoing need for effective and accessible 
health care – a need that is acutely felt throughout Tulsa 
and across the nation.

The TU College of  Health Sciences will consolidate 
our programs and initiatives in nursing, community 
medicine, communication disorders, clinical psychology, 
bioinformatics and computational biology, neuroscience, 
athletic training and exercise and sports science. The 
college also will administer our roles in the Tulsa School 
of  Community Medicine (TSCM) partnership and in the 
physician assistant program collaboration with OU-Tulsa.

As part of  this good news, we are truly pleased to 
announce the appointment of  Dr. Gerry Clancy as 
TU Vice President for Health Sciences and Dean of  
the College of  Health Sciences. Gerry is a passionate 
community health education veteran with a long and 
impressive track record of  making big things happen. Not 
surprisingly, we are already moving forward with exciting 
discussions, both internally and with foundations and 
other institutions, about TU’s potential to help shift our 
approach to health care delivery. 

In particular, we are exploring a new master’s program 
in Health Care Delivery Science, an interdisciplinary 
program that accounts for all the contributing causes 
of  illness and disease and takes a value-based approach 
to health investment. Right now, there are only five 
universities in the U.S. offering this degree program 
and none in the central part of  the country. We also are 
researching the addition of  a master’s program in nursing 
that would lead to Nurse Practitioner certification. NPs 
are playing an increasingly important role in the frontline 
delivery of  care, and our new college is well positioned to 
add this program.

The University of  Tulsa does not discriminate on the 
basis of  personal status or group characteristics includ-
ing, but not limited to individuals on the basis of  race, 
color, religion, national or ethnic origin, age, gender, 
disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, genetic information, ancestry, 
or marital status in the administration of  its educa-
tional policies, admissions policies, employment poli-
cies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and other 
University sponsored programs. Questions regarding 
implementation of  this policy may be addressed to the 
Office of  Human Resources, 800 South Tucker Drive, 
Tulsa, Okla. 74104-9700, 918-631-2616. Requests for 
accommodation of  disabilities may be addressed to 
the University’s 504 Coordinator, Dr. Tawny Taylor, 
918-631-2315. To ensure availability of  an interpreter, 
five to seven days notice is needed; 48 hours is recom-
mended for all other accommodations. TU#14047

TO CONTACT US OR COMMENT ON THIS 
MAGAZINE: 

918-631-2555
1-800-219-4688
TUALUMNI@UTULSA.EDU

president’sm
essageWe launch the College of  Health Sciences with 

an impressive team of  supporters arrayed behind us. 
These partners include the Oxley Foundation, which has 
committed $15 million to faculty endowments, and the 
Warren Foundation, with a commitment of  $10 million to 
endow TSCM medical student scholarships. Several other 
foundations and organizations have added their support, 
and we are having promising conversations with other 
prospective partners. 

I want to thank the many friends, faculty, staff  and 
students who make our health programs a resounding 
success every day. Your work is a source of  pride and 
promise for our community and for many others far 
beyond. Your commitment to health education excellence 
will continue to make all the difference as we move 
forward together.

All best,

Steadman Upham, President 
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14  New College – New Opportunities
  TU’s new College of  Health Sciences 

has the potential to positively impact the 
quality of  health care throughout the 
region.

16  A Gift for Good Health
  Thanks to the Oxley Foundation, the 

university’s role in the Tulsa School 
of  Community Medicine is bolstered 
through the new College of  Health 
Sciences.

18  Dr. Clancy Takes the Helm
  Well-known Tulsa physician Gerard 

“Gerry” Clancy, M.D. brings his 
leadership skills to TU as he becomes 
the Oxley Dean and Vice President of  
Health Sciences in the College of  Health 
Sciences.

College of Health Sciences
  The College of  Health Sciences 

embraces extant TU programs and 
partnerships including the following:

 20 Laureate Institute for Brain Research
 22 School of Nursing
 24 Department of Communication 

Disorders 
 26   Pre-med Focus
 28   Athletic Training
 30   Exercise and Sports Science

 34   Homecoming 2014
   A photographic montage of  the many 

festivities from the Oct. 17-19, 2014 
Homecoming celebrations.

O N  T H E  C O V E R

Speech-language pathology graduate students Caitlin Dingle 
(BSP ’13, blue shirt) and Clarey Allen (BSP ’14, red shirt) use 
interactive toys and games to engage children in therapy 
sessions at TU’s Mary K. Chapman Center for Communicative 
Disorders. The facility offers assessment and therapy services 
for speech, language, swallowing and hearing disorders. From 
infants to older adults, the clinic serves individuals of many 
different cultures and socioeconomic backgrounds. Those with 
developmental delays, autism and traumatic brain injuries also 
can find effective treatment at reduced costs.

In addition to clinic hours, TU students are active in the 
community and visit local schools to conduct free speech, 
language and hearing screenings. 

Above: Speech-language pathology graduate student Natalie 
Mason (BSP ’13), facilitates a therapy session with a client at 
the Mary K. Chapman Center for Communicative Disorders.

the university of
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$10 million Hardesty gift transforms campus 

The Hardesty Family Foundation 
has invested $10 million for a 
significant campus upgrade — 
Hardesty Hall. Set to open in time for 
the fall 2015 semester, the building is 
a much-needed addition to TU, where 
enrollment has reached all-time highs 
in recent years.

This strategic gift is the largest 
in the foundation’s history and is 
the latest to the university. One of  
the earlier gifts secured the Donna 
J. Hardesty Sports and Recreation 
Complex, which spurred development 
on the west side of  the campus; and 
the Hardesty Archival Center is vital 
in the recently completed Helmerich 
Center for American Research at 
Gilcrease Museum.

“A commitment of  this magnitude 
deserves our heartfelt thanks as 
The Hardesty Family Foundation 
extends its distinguished legacy of  
philanthropy,” President Steadman 
Upham said. “We at TU are truly 
fortunate to count ourselves among 
the many beneficiaries of  this 
generous foundation.”

 “The Hardesty Family 

Foundation’s investment will allow 
The University of  Tulsa to offer 
comfortable new housing and 
important student services such 
as job placement and leadership 
opportunities,” said Michelle Hardesty, 
executive director of  the foundation. 
“This gift speaks to the heart of  our 
mission to create opportunities in Tulsa 
that make our city and our world a 
better place to live.” 

Established in 2005 by F. Roger 
Hardesty and his wife, Donna, The 
Hardesty Family Foundation benefits 
specific needs of  the people of  Tulsa 

and the surrounding areas through 
worthy nonprofit organizations 
such as libraries, schools, hospitals, 
cultural centers and technology 
hubs. Donna Hardesty graduated 
from TU in 1962. Roger Hardesty, 
founder and chairman of  Tulsa-
based United States Aviation 
Company, was honored as TU’s 2003 
Outstanding Entrepreneur and is a 
former TU trustee. Their daughter 
Debbie Hardesty Cristo (BA ’74) 
and grandson Alex Cristo (BA ’05, 
BSBA ’10, MBA ’12) are both proud 
alumni of  the university.

Roger Hardesty
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Renovations enhance students’ TU experience
TU students have a bright 

beautiful space with many new dining 
options now that the Allen Chapman 
Student Union has been renovated 
and renamed. The ground floor of  
the Union has undergone a complete 
metamorphosis, offering students and 
visitors nine popular eateries: Baja 
Jacks, Benvenuto, Chik-Fil-A, Einstein 
Bros. Bagels, Pizza Hut Express, Star 
Ginger, Subway, Sushi Blu and Tossed. 
The restaurants and a convenience 
store also are open to faculty, staff  
and visitors seven days a week. The 
Hurricane Hut was renovated, too, 
and is now open 5 to 11 p.m. every 
day for diners who prefer table service 
and a full bar.

“Students wanted to see more 
exciting dining options on campus, 
and TU really delivered. The new 
Student Union has the variety of  
restaurants found at much larger 
schools, but the open seating design 
encourages students to hang out in 
the Union and fosters the small-school 
community that makes TU great,” 
said Michael Mancini, president of  
the TU Student Association.

As the renovations proceed, the 
Union’s entrances and second-floor 
lecture rooms will receive facelifts, and 
an outdoor patio space will be added. 
A main pedestrian thoroughfare along 
5th Place between Gary and Florence 
Avenues featuring new landscaping 
and wide brick sidewalks will complete 
the upgrades. 

The University Bookstore and Gift 

Shop, formerly housed in the Student 
Union, has relocated to a new space 
on the southeast corner of  11th and 
Harvard called Campus Corner. With 
plenty of  parking and proximity to 
the Reynolds Center and Chapman 
Stadium, the new bookstore is in 
the perfect location for game-day 
souvenir shopping. The facility also is 
welcoming a Peet’s Coffee Shop soon.

The University Bookstore and Gift Shop at Campus Corner.
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2015 Tuscan wine and food tour
The University of  Tulsa’s Office 

of  Continuing Education will host a 
wine and food tour of  Italy, March 
13-21, 2015. Trip participants will 
have an opportunity to explore 
the breathtaking countryside and 
experience traditional Italian culture 
with three days in Rome and four in 
Florence.

Participants must be 21 years or 
older to attend. The total trip cost is 
$3,549 per person with a deposit of  
$450. The final payment deadline is 
Jan. 20, 2015.

Trip highlights will include visiting 
the medieval cities of  Siena and San 
Gimignano, following the historic 
footsteps of  Julius Caesar with a 
sightseeing tour of  Rome, a stop at the 
Sistine Chapel at St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Vatican City, breathtaking views of  
the Tuscan hills, a journey to Cinque 
Terre, shopping, and impeccable wine 
and cuisine.

For a detailed trip agenda or to 
register, please contact Ronda Martin 
at 918-631-2958, or ronda-martin@
utulsa.edu or visit www.tudce.com.

The American Physical Society has 
ranked TU fifth among the nation’s 
master’s level institutions for its percentage 
of  physics master’s degrees awarded to 
women between 2010 and 2012. Fifty 
percent of  students who earned physics 
master’s degrees from TU are women.

Also, TU ranks eighth in its percentage 
of  physics bachelor’s degrees for women 
at U.S. master’s level institutions for 2010-
12. Women earn 35 percent of  TU’s 
undergraduate physics degrees.

TU national leader in physics 
degrees for women

TU is 
Oklahoma’s best 
– again

U.S. News & World Report has 
ranked the university among the 
top 100 national universities in the 
country. According to the 2015 
Best Colleges, TU tied with six other 
research universities for No. 88. 
Once again, TU is the highest 
ranked college in Oklahoma and the 
only one in the top 100 statewide.

“We are pleased to see continuing 
improvements in key metrics,” 
said President Steadman Upham. 
“These advancements underscore 
our unwavering commitment to 
providing a comprehensive academic 
experience that prepares our 
graduates for rewarding careers and 
meaningful lives.”

In its 2015 report, U.S. 
News examined 280 national 
universities. Since last year, TU 
has improved in several important 
criteria, including freshmen retention 
rate, graduation rate and student 
selectivity.

TU’s personal learning 
environment tradition also continues, 
as just 2 percent of  classes have 
50+ students. Only four top 100 
doctoral universities reported a lower 
percentage in this category.

Internationalization has been 
a recent focus for TU, which was 
counted among the best colleges for 
what U.S. News calls the “Foreign 
Student Factor.” The university’s top 
academic programs draw students 
from more than 81 countries.

The university also earned high 
marks from the Princeton Review, 
which ranked TU #86 among 
379 in its Best Colleges 2015 Guide. 
Forbes magazine ranks TU 50th 
best for grateful grads among 650 
institutions. The university also is 
listed in Colleges of  Distinction as well 
as the 2015 edition of  Fiske Guide to 
Colleges.

Yingdi Liu
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HENRY KENDALL COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

To be or not?
Can the humanities survive 

the 21st century? This question 
was posed a few years ago in The 
Chronicle of  Higher Education, the 
benchmark periodical for higher 
education issues. The Chronicle 
article narrowed the point noting 
that the real question is not if  the 
humanities survive, but who cares? 
As evidenced by this year’s launch 
of  the Oklahoma Center for the 
Humanities, TU cares.

Housed in the Henry Kendall 
College of  Arts and Sciences, the 
center serves as a meeting ground 
for professional scholars and as a 
forum to engage the public. This 
year’s topic is privacy. Activities this 
fall include events acknowledging 
the centenary of  World War I. The 
center also will hold a one-day 
festival in April 2015.

For more information, visit 
the Oklahoma Center for the 
Humanities’ website at www.utulsa.
edu/humanities. 

 

Professor earns 
Guggenheim 
Fellowship

Randall Fuller, Chapman 
Professor of  English, was among 
178 scholars, artists and scientists 
selected to receive a 2014 John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation Fellowship. Fuller, who 
specializes in 19th century American 
literature and culture, is the author 
of  Emerson’s Ghosts: Literature, Politics, 
and the Making of  Americanists, a 
collection of  Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
journals. He has written for national 
publications such as The New York 
Times, the Wall Street Journal and 
Humanities. Fuller has received 
two National Endowment for the 
Humanities fellowships as well as 
several fellowships from the National 
Humanities Center.

 

100 Women with Moxie
To celebrate its 100th anniversary, 

the Tulsa YWCA selected 100 women 
who have made an impact on the 
YWCA’s mission to eliminate racism, 
empower women and promote peace, 
justice, freedom and dignity for all. 
Twenty-two of  those selected attended 
and/or graduated from TU. 
 1. Caroline Abbott, BA Political 

Science ’97, JD ’00
 2. Betty Boyd, BS ’45
 3. Opal Dargan, MS Reading ’71*
 4. Dorothy DeWitty, MTA Education 

’68*
 5. Linda Frazier, MA Humanities ’80
 6. Eddie Faye Gates, MS History ’75
 7. Eleanor Hill, ’26*
 8. Mary Ann Hille, BS Secondary 

Education & Social Studies ’65
 9. Fern Holland, JD ’96*
10. Kasey Hughart, BA Sociology ’12
11. Moscelyne Larkin, HDFA ’91*
 12. Lynn Jones, BS Political Science 

’71, MS Sociology ’75

 13. Judy Kishner, BS Economics ’74, 
JD ’77

14. Missy Kruse, BS Print/Broadcast 
Journalism ’71

 15. Dale McNamara, ’57
 16. Janet Pearson, BA 

Communications & Journalism ’75
 17. Wennette Pegues, MS 

Sociology ’75, EdD Education 
Administration ’78

 18. Barbara Santee, BA Sociology ’69, 
MS Sociology ’71

 19. Claudette Selph, MS Sociology 
’72

 20. Jill Zink Tarbel, BA Psychology 
’46*

 21. Margarita Vega Trevino, BA 
Spanish ’94

 22. Patti Johnson Wilson, ’97*
*Deceased.

For the complete list, visit 
www.100womenoftulsa.org/about.
html.
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COLLINS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

TU teams win 
at Oklahoma 
Governor’s Cup 
and Tri-State 
Awards 

Business Hall of Fame inducts three

This spring, TU teams took top 
honors in both the undergraduate and 
graduate high growth divisions of  the 
2014 Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s 
Cup collegiate business plan 
competition for the second consecutive 
year. 

TU teams Owlpal Healthcare and 
Valoshade placed first and second, 
respectively, in the High Growth 
Undergraduate Division. TU team 
AeroHead placed first in the High 
Growth Graduate Division. 

All three TU teams advanced to 
the Donald W. Reynolds Tri-State 
Award competition held May 22-23 
in Las Vegas, where they faced the 
top two teams in the undergraduate 
and graduate divisions from Arkansas, 
Nevada and Oklahoma. Owlpal, 
advised by Clare Cornell, was awarded 
$30,000 for taking top prize in the 
Undergraduate Division. Owlpal’s 
team leader Jordy Albert (BS ’14) 
and team member MacKenzie Ward 
designed a proactive mobile health 
solution for diagnosing and monitoring 
asthma in children at night. 

The college inducted three business leaders into the Business Hall 
of  Fame during a special ceremony on Sept. 30 at Gilcrease Museum. 
Honorees included outstanding business leaders John W. Gibson, non-
executive chairman of  the board of  ONEOK, ONEOK Partners 
and ONE Gas; and Hans C. Helmerich, chairman of  the board of  
Helmerich & Payne, Inc.; as well as outstanding entrepreneur David R. 
Lawson (BS ’70), managing partner of  JD Young Leasing, LLC.

The Business Hall of  Fame annually honors the widespread 
contributions of  outstanding Tulsa business leaders who shape and 
strengthen the university, community and economy. Forty-one individuals 
have been inducted since its establishment in 2000. 

The Collins College of  Business 
offered its first energy-focused business 
degree in the fall of  2007 with the 
launch of  an Energy Management 
program under the leadership 
of  founding director Ted Jacobs. 
Following the program’s success, the 
college continued to expand its energy 
offerings, adding a minor in energy in 
2010 and an online master of  energy 
business degree in 2012.

This summer, the School of  
Energy Economics, Policy and 
Commerce was established by the 
college in response to growth in TU’s 
energy business degree programs. The 
new school, which began operations 

July 1 under the leadership of  
Professor Tim Coburn, will address 
the increased need for trained energy 
professionals who can meet today’s 
business challenges. 

The college’s Center for Executive 
and Professional Development 
also offers noncredit executive and 
professional development programs 
for the energy industry. In addition, 
the college has added energy business 
faculty with in-depth knowledge and 
industry experience in energy law, 
energy finance, energy accounting, 
energy policy, energy economics and 
energy commodity trading. 
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COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND NATURAL SCIENCES

Grant supports 
STEM students in 
Brazil

The University of  Tulsa Center for Global 
Education (CGE) has been awarded a 100,000 
Strong in the Americas Innovation Fund 
grant to promote study abroad in engineering, 
physics, geology and geophysics.

The $25,000 grant leverages a 
commitment by TU to increase student 
mobility and address institutional barriers that 
prevent students from studying abroad. In 
partnership with the Society for Exploration 
Geophysics, TU will enact a model for 
engaging U.S. science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) students with 
international learning opportunities. The 
project will provide an introduction to 
energy-related geology, geophysics and 
Portuguese language titled “Descobrindo a 
Terra: Exploring Geology and Geophysics 
in Brazil.” The program will constitute the 
first of  a five-year initiative to deepen and 
broaden collaborative activities in Brazil. 
Associate Professor of  Geosciences Bryan 
Tapp, Professor of  Spanish Bruce Willis and 
the Society of  Exploration of  Geophysicists 
helped design the TU program.

Indoor Air Program 
to study tribal 
communities

TU’s Indoor Air Program, a division of  
the Department of  Chemical Engineering, 
has received more than $900,000 in federal 
funding from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to conduct an air quality 
study among Native American communities in 
Oklahoma, Idaho and New Mexico.

Richard Shaughnessy, founder and director 
of  research for the Indoor Air Program, will 
manage the Sustainable and Healthy Tribes 
grant with Sohail Khan, director of  Cherokee 
Nation Health Research.

The initiative aims to find effective ways 
to minimize asthma trigger exposure and 
cross contamination in home and school 
environments.

Robotic hand project awarded 
$443,000 from NSF

A robotics laboratory housed within TU’s Department of  Mechanical 
Engineering has received a federal grant totaling more than $443,000 from 
the National Science Foundation. Funding from the National Robotics 
Initiative recently was awarded to the Biological Robotics Group at Tulsa 
(BRAT) to study how robotic hands can execute vital 
motions through an intricate spring network.

Principal investigator Joshua Schultz, assistant 
professor of  mechanical engineering, will lead 
BRAT’s project with co-principal investigator and 
hand surgeon specialist Dr. Gavin O’Mahony from 
the University of  Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center and a team of  OU hand surgery 
residents. The group will configure 
a robotic spring system to allow 
the motions of  each motor 
to correspond with the 
coordinated, human-like 
motions of  multiple fingers.

Biological science funding 
provides new equipment

The Department of  Biological Science has received a $230,994 
grant from the Trustees Discretionary Fund for Critical Needs. The 
funding will support cosmetic upgrades and the purchase of  24 new 
compound microscopes, a gas chromatography mass spectrometer 
and infrared spectrometer along with digital image upgrades to TU’s 
transmission electron microscope and physical updates to existing lab 
space.



un
iv

er
si

ty
ne

w
s

10

COLLEGE OF LAW 

TU Law among the best 
The college was named #3 Best Value Private Law School in the 

August 2014 issue of  PreLaw Magazine, given a B+ rating overall. The 
first two slots are held by Brigham Young and Baylor.

Sonia Sotomayor speaks at TU

Access to Legal Education offers 
scholarship to first-year JD students  

2014-2015 
Distinguished Law 
Lecture Series
The college will present the following 
speakers this year. All lectures are free 
and open to the public.

8th Annual Judge Stephanie K. 
Seymour Lecture in Law
February 16, 2015
Reception, 5:30 p.m.
Lecture, 6:00 p.m.
Price & Turpen Courtroom, 
John Rogers Hall
Marin K. Levy, Associate Professor of  
Law, Duke University School of  Law
“Judicial Administration and the New 
Legal Process”

18th Annual John W. Hager 
Distinguished Lecture
March 9, 2015
Reception, 5:30 p.m.
Lecture, 6:00 p.m.
Price & Turpen Courtroom, 
John Rogers Hall
Siva Vaidhyanathan, Robertson 
Professor in Media Studies, University 
of  Virginia
“Beyond Googlization: The Operating 
System of  Our Lives”

The college extended its February 
2014 initiative to recruit qualified 
students and fill critical legal needs 
in communities of  all sizes. Bar 
associations and local governments 
report a need for more attorneys to 
serve their rural populations. At the 
same time, there is a growing need 
for lawyers to advocate for children 
and families, military veterans, and 
small companies. The Access to 
Legal Education Scholarship (ALES) 

program awards an $18,000 annual 
scholarship to all spring 2015 and fall 
2015 entering first-year College of  
Law students pursuing a Juris Doctor 
from a 12-state region. 

The ALES program is available 
to qualified JD students from 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Kansas, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Texas and 
Wyoming.

The Honorable Sonia Sotomayor, 
Associate Justice of  the Supreme 
Court of  the United States, gave 
a fireside chat before a capacity 
audience at TU’s Lorton Performance 
Center on September 10, 2014. 
Students, faculty, and staff  from the 
college and university participated in a 
Q&A format discussion. Prof. Robert 
Spoo, who clerked for Sotomayor, 
served as moderator.

Justice Sotomayor told her story 

of  growing up in the Bronx and how 
a high school friend encouraged 
her to apply to Ivy League schools.  
She answered questions about race 
in America today, the dynamics of  
the relationships between Supreme 
Court justices, the importance of  law 
in society, and the need for a broad 
education for understanding what 
motivates all human beings. The 
entire chat is available at http://bit.
ly/TUsotomayor.
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MCFARLIN LIBRARY

 
2014-2015 
McFarlin Fellows 
speakers series

McFarlin Fellows support the 
Department of  Special Collections 
with an annual commitment of  
$2,000 per fellow. These monies 
are used to acquire rare books and 
manuscripts, while also funding an 
annual lecture series that features 
significant scholars and authors. 

Over the years, there have 
been many fascinating and 
notable speakers and events, 
including Nobel laureate Sir V. S. 
Naipaul; Presidential Medal of  
Freedom winner Mary Robinson; 
documentary filmmaker Ken Burns; 
and Booker Prize winner A.S. Byatt.

This year’s speakers have 
included Paul Muldoon, Pulitzer 
Prize winner in poetry, poetry 
editor at The New Yorker, fellow of  
the American Academy of  Arts 
and Sciences and the American 
Academy of  Arts and Letters, who 
visited in October. 

Upcoming speakers include: 
Vic Zoschak, member of  the 

Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association 
of  America and other bibliophilic 
organizations. His discussion will 
focus on the rare book trade, 
succeeding in this arena in the 
digital age, and how to build a 
personal library collection.

Geoffrey Wawro, the General 
Olinto Mark Barsanti Professor 
of  Military History and Director 
of  the Military History Center 
at the University of  North Texas 
and former host of  several History 
Channel programs including 
Hardcover History and History vs. 
Hollywood. Wawro’s presentation is 
part of  TU’s  year-long recognition 
of  World War I.

For more information or to learn 
how you can join McFarlin Fellows, 
contact Amy Gerald at 918-631-
3733, or amy-gerald@utulsa.edu. 

Library collaborates with the 
Oklahoma Center for Humanities

Over the summer, two exhibits 
from McFarlin were installed at TU’s 
Zarrow Center for Art and Education 
in the Brady Arts District: Materials 
from the James Joyce Collection were 
displayed as part of  the worldwide 
Bloomsday celebration on June 16. 
Also, photographs, posters and other 
visual artifacts related to World War 

I, were featured in The Great War in 
Artistic Expression, an exhibition noting 
the war’s centennial. 

McFarlin Library works closely 
with TU’s new Oklahoma Center 
for the Humanities by supporting 
OCH programming with resources 
from the library’s world-class Special 
Collections. 

The Department of  Special 
Collections has more than 200 
individual collections in general and 
specific subject scope areas. Since 
January 2014, more than 50 items 
have been acquired to support these 
individual collections including:  
n A copy of  “The Dead,” James 

Joyce’s final story in the 1914 
collection Dubliners. 

n Scrapbooks from 101 Ranch, 
Greenwood and Lynn Riggs.

n Screenplays for Ocean’s Eleven, Auntie 
Mame, The Odd Couple and Play It 
Again, Sam. 

n The production film script of  
alumna S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders, 
as well as an uncorrected proof  of  
the novel. 

n Materials related to Tulsa 
photographer and filmmaker, Larry 
Clark.

n More than 130 World War I 
posters.

n A pristine copy of  the rare edition 
of  The Four Gospels printed by 
Golden Cockerel Press in 1931.

Exhibits in Special 
Collections

Special Collections is open 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Exhibits are free and open 
to the public. Learn more on the 
From McFarlin Tower blog http://
orgs.utulsa.edu/spcol/.

Oct. 1 – Dec. 20
Henry Kendall College in World War 
I features letters, diaries, posters, 
photographs and other materials 
gifted to McFarlin Library by 
former university students. 

Jan. 12 – March 31, 2015
Pop Culture features a peek into 
McFarlin’s popular fiction, 
entertainment, graphic arts, and 
extensive comic book collection.

Specific areas that Special 
Collections would like to strengthen 
include the Native American collection, 
items related to Tulsa or Oklahoma 
history, and the American West.

New acquisitions in Special Collections
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GILCREASE AND ZARROW

Give a museum 
membership as a 
gift this holiday 
season

Share the gift of  art and discovery 
this holiday season. A Gilcrease 
Museum gift membership lasts 365 
days and includes free admission to 
all exhibitions, subscription to the 
acclaimed Gilcrease Journal, discounts 
at the Museum Store, The Restaurant 
at Gilcrease, and members-only events 
throughout the year.

To purchase gift memberships 
or for specific information about 
membership categories, please 
call 918-596-2758, or e-mail 
support-gilcrease@utulsa.edu.

Glass show and 
sale at Zarrow 
Center

Discover elegant, handcrafted art 
glass and contemporary glass sculpture 
by Tulsa Glassblowing School’s finest 
students, staff  and guest artists at the 
third annual glass show and sale at 
the Henry Zarrow Center for Art and 
Education. Fire & Ice, on display from 
December 5, 2014, through January 
25, 2015, will feature beautiful and 
unique pieces of  handblown glass 
bowls, plates, vases and sculpture that 
will be for sale. All would create a 
commanding presence in any home. 

Understanding 
Glass Artistry

On January 16, enjoy a brown bag 
lunch lecture with local glass artist 
Cedric Mitchell as he discusses glass 
forming and assembly techniques 
in creating glass art pieces. The free 
lecture is from 12 to 1 p.m. Please 
RSVP to Cindy Williams at 918-631-
4402, or cindy-williams@utulsa.edu.

New exhibit traces early history of 
American bronze casting

The Gilcrease collection of  more 
than 200 small bronze sculptures is 
famous for important early casts by 
Frederic Remington and Charles 
Russell. Less well known are 19th 
century bronzes by Henry Kirke 
Brown, Thomas Ball and Paul 
Wayland Bartlett. Each of  these 

sculptors 
played an 
important 
role in the 

development 
of  an American 

art bronze 

casting industry in the last half  of  the 
19th century.

The new exhibition, Frontier to 
Foundry: The Making of  Small Bronze 
Sculpture in the Gilcrease Collection, will 
showcase these works December 21, 
2014 through March 23, 2015. 

Frontier to Foundry will examine 
the early history of  bronze casting in 
the United States, the transfer of  the 
technology of  bronze casting from 
France and Italy, and how bronzes 
are made both by sand casting and 
lost wax casting as demonstrated by 
examples drawn from the Gilcrease 
holdings. 

To highlight Frederic Remington’s 
groundbreaking creative exploitation 

of  the lost wax process, three 
casts of  The Norther – one from 
Gilcrease and two from private 
collections – will be displayed 

side by side for the first time 
since their fabrication to allow close 

comparison of  the only three casts of  
this work made during Remington’s 
life. Mark your calendars for this 
fascinating look at bronze sculpture.

The Bernard Titowsky Collection, John D. Calandra Italian American Collection 
(Queens College, CUNY).

Frederic 
Remington, 
The Norther, 
bronze, GM 
0827.39
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HELMERICH CENTER FOR AMERICAN RESEARCH

Community Rediscovers Gilcrease
More than 4,500 area residents 

and friends from out of  state visited 
Gilcrease Museum September 
6-7, 2014 to celebrate the public 
preview of  the Helmerich Center 
for American Research. “Rediscover 
Gilcrease” was the theme for the 
weekend which included a series of  
lectures and family-friendly fun that 

reintroduced the Gilcrease collection 
to the public. Talks on tattoos, art, 
coffee and chocolate represented 
various aspects of  the museum’s 
permanent collection; and cartooning, 
a foil leaf  art project and making 
Guatemalan wishing kites were 
popular among children. Rain did 
not dampen the enthusiasm of  more 

than 500 attendees who enjoyed a 
special performance by Roy Clark 
and Jana Jae on Saturday. Even 
Thomas Gilcrease, portrayed by 
Doug Watson, showed up on his 
porch to visit with families as he 
served cookies and lemonade. The 
Red Dirt Rangers closed out the 
weekend on Sunday afternoon.

The Helmerich Family
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TU introduces the 
College of Health Sciences

The College of  Health Sciences will bring together 
several existing TU programs, including nursing, 
physician assistant, athletic training, exercise and sports 
science, and communication disorders. Additionally, 
the new college will house TU’s faculty of  community 
medicine and advance our strong partnership with the 
Laureate Institute for Brain Research.

 “The formation of  a College of  Health Sciences 
affords our university new opportunities for student 
and faculty recruitment, research and interdisciplinary 
programs,” TU President Steadman Upham said. 
“More importantly, this new college increases our 
ability to contribute to improved health and wellness 
across Tulsa — and Oklahoma — where the medical 
field is in constant need of  highly skilled professionals.”

TU currently is home to three undergraduate 
colleges: Henry Kendall College of  Arts and Sciences, 
Collins College of  Business, and the College of  
Engineering and Natural Sciences. TU also offers 
programs for students seeking master’s or doctoral 
degrees through the Graduate School and a top 100 
legal education through the College of  Law.

The College of  Health Sciences will be TU’s newest 
college and will help fulfill the university’s mission to 
promote citizenship, service and leadership on the 
local, national and global level.

Access to health care and a shortage of  
professionals are serious and growing concerns 
in Tulsa. In 2012, one in four citizens reported 
not having a healthcare provider. Many urban 
and rural residents across the state face difficulty 
finding quality, affordable medical attention in their 
communities as well.

Meanwhile, Oklahoma ranks 49th in overall 
health and at or near the bottom in many health 
reports including obesity, infant mortality, diabetes, 
heart disease and other preventable conditions.

However, through the vision of  TU and partners 
such as the University of  Oklahoma-Tulsa, the 
tide will begin to turn. With critical support from 
organizations like The Oxley Foundation, the 
College of  Health Sciences will have the resources 
needed to make a difference in the lives of  the 
residents of  Tulsa and Oklahoma.

This issue of  the alumni magazine will introduce 
the College of  Health Sciences. From medical 
practitioners to international sports rehab specialists 
to scholars seeking to unlock the mysteries of  the 
human brain, discover what TU alumni are doing 
now and how future alumni will benefit from the 
dividends this new college will produce.

For decades, The University of Tulsa has been turning out 
students who go on to become incredibly successful doctors, 
nurses, therapists, trainers and researchers. Beginning in 
2015, future health professionals will receive classwork and 
experiential learning under the auspices of a new college at TU.
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A gift for good health
OXLEY FOUNDATION GIFT SUPPORTS 
TU’S COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

A generous donation of  $15 million from The 
Oxley Foundation will provide critical support 
for TU’s new College of  Health Sciences, which 
brings together the university’s health programs and 
initiatives. The new college will support TU’s role in 
the Tulsa School of  Community Medicine (TCSM), a 
joint four-year community medical education program 
formed with the University of  Oklahoma to help 
address Oklahoma’s low 
health status, low health 
systems performance and 
physician shortage. 

TU will establish 
a number of  faculty 
endowments with the gift, 
including the Oxley Dean 
of  Health Sciences and 
Oxley professorships in 
anatomy, neural anatomy, virology and pharmacology. 

Since its founding in 1985 by Mary K. and John T. 
Oxley of  Tulsa, The Oxley Foundation has awarded 
millions of  dollars in charitable grants, primarily in 
the areas of  education, social welfare, health and 
equine sports. The foundation gave $15 million to the 
University of  Oklahoma.

“The gifts to TU and OU represent the largest 
donation in our foundation’s history,” said R.H. 
Harbaugh, trustee of  The Oxley Foundation. 
“Endeavors like the new College of  Health Sciences 
and the partnership between TU and OU will help 
improve the health of  our community and position 

Tulsa as a leader in training physicians to make 
a difference through the practice of  community 
medicine.”

In 2015, the College of  Health Sciences 
will focus on consolidating programs and other 
operations. As inaugural dean and vice president 
for health sciences, Dr. Gerard Clancy will evaluate 
current programs and curricula in addition to 

exploring opportunities for new degree programs, 
chief  among them an interdisciplinary master’s 
program in healthcare delivery sciences. 

“Establishing the College of  Health Sciences 
better positions TU to address continuing 
healthcare needs within the community, both 
through the production of  health professionals 
and the provision of  clinical services as part of  
our teaching mission,” said university President 
Steadman Upham. “The Oxley Foundation 
continues to be a key strategic partner in our 
progress. This remarkable $15 million commitment 
supports not only our involvement in the TCSM, 
but also our larger health education effort.” 

TU will establish five faculty endowments with 
the gift, including the Oxley Dean of Health 
Sciences and Oxley professorships in anatomy 
and neural anatomy, virology and pharmacology. 
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Dr. Gerry Clancy 
takes the helm of 

TU’s health sciences
The incoming dean of  The University of  

Tulsa’s new College of  Health Sciences does not 
officially come to campus until January 2015, but he’s 
well known throughout Tulsa and lauded by healthcare 
leaders locally and nationally.

Before joining TU this fall, Gerard P. Clancy, M.D. 
had been president of  the University of  Oklahoma’s 
Tulsa campus since 2006. Prior to that, he was dean of  
the OU College of  Medicine-Tulsa, which has since been 
renamed the OU School of  Community Medicine. He calls 
the move to TU’s College of  Health Sciences “a natural 
progression.”

“The transition is the perfect opportunity to build a 
program that will fulfill needs at TU and throughout our 
city,” Clancy said. “I can’t stress enough the importance of  
health care in the life of  a university and a community.”

In 2009, TU and OU announced plans to form a joint 
medical education program to address Oklahoma’s low 
health status, low health systems performance and physician 
shortage.

“From the moment I met Steadman Upham, I knew 
he understood the benefits of  collaboration,” Clancy said. 
“This move will ensure that the TU-OU partnership lives 
up to its full potential.

“TU has incredibly talented faculty and world-class 
students. The university is committed to excellence, and it 
balances that goal with a responsibility to the community,” 
Clancy continued. “My hope is that the new College of  
Health Sciences adds significantly to TU’s tradition of  
excellence and its solid placement among the nation’s top-
ranked universities.”

Between 2009 and 2013, the OU School of  Community 
Medicine led a successful modernization of  the region’s 
healthcare delivery system. Aided by more than $16 
million in federal grants, the new health programs included 
development of  patient-centered medical home teams, care 
coordination services, regional information exchanges and 
workforce training expansion initiatives. 

“Since arriving in Tulsa in 2001, Gerry has built a 
deserved reputation as a civic leader, respected scholar 

and caring physician. We are honored that he has 
accepted this pivotal role at TU,” Upham said. 

“Gerry shares our vision for improving health and 
medical education in Tulsa and throughout Oklahoma, 

and he will be a valuable member of  the TU family.”
In 2011, Clancy served as the chairman of  the board of  

the Tulsa Metro Chamber of  Commerce and has led a task 
force to advance regional economic development. This year, 
Clancy is the campaign chair and chairman of  the board of  
the Tulsa Area United Way. He also teaches, sees patients 
and participates in research at the Laureate Institute for 
Brain Research.

“The College of  Health Sciences will work to be a 
strategic part of  the solution to problems that have plagued 
our current healthcare system,” Clancy said. “There will be 
many opportunities for interdisciplinary work with faculty 
from engineering, computer science, anthropology, sociology, 
law, psychology … From the ground up, we can build those 
partnerships across campus and beyond.”

Clancy received The Distinguished Alumni Award for 
Early Achievement from the University of  Iowa College of  
Medicine in 2005 and the Distinguished Alumni Award for 
Achievement from the University of  Iowa in 2011. Tulsa 
People Magazine named him the 2009 “Tulsan of  the Year,” 
and just this year, he was invited to work on international 
health disparities with the World Health Organization.

Clancy and his wife, Paula, have turned down career 
moves that would take them away from the city they call 
home and where they have raised their three children. 
Their older son, Sam, is attending law school at OU; their 
daughter, Mary, is enrolled in the OU speech pathology 
program; and their younger son, Joey, is a sophomore at 
Booker T. Washington High School.

 “We love to sail, particularly in the Caribbean and 
Virgin Islands,” Clancy said. “And I love writing. Most of  my 
writing is academic, but I often write about the important 
role universities have in raising up a community.

 “Universities such as TU provide crucial leadership to 
tackle persistent problems, and I look forward to helping 
Tulsa be the best city possible.”
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TU partners with LIBR 
for novel research

The Laureate Institute for 
Brain Research (LIBR) in Tulsa is 
one-of-a-kind — practicing state-of-
the-art research techniques such as 
neuroimaging while also studying 
cyber behavior and conducting 
athletic concussion research. Located 
on the campus of  the Laureate 
Psychiatric Clinic and Hospital, 
LIBR is an independently operated 
facility opened in 2009 to better 
understand the pathogenetic features 
of  mental disorders. 

Through the use of  functional 

magnetic resonance imaging 
(fMRI), genetic testing, behavioral 
assessment and therapeutics, LIBR 
scientists are improving the early 
detection, prevention and treatment 
of  major neuropsychiatric diseases. 
TU’s Tandy School of  Computer 
Science has had a hand in LIBR’s 
development from the outset.

“Several students stepped in to 
research and help build the computer 
system,” said Pat Bellgowan, a 
former LIBR and TU School 
of  Community Medicine faculty 

member who also 
recently served as director 
of  cognitive neuroscience. 
“It’s a small institute 
that focuses specifically 
on biomedical research, 
so it was nice to find a 
partner that specializes in 
other areas, particularly 
in information processing 
and bioinformatics.”

While LIBR 
scientists are grateful for 
TU’s commitment to 
collaborate on projects 
and share critical 
manpower, students from 
several disciplines –– 
computer science, biology 
and psychology –– 
benefit from the priceless 
research opportunities 
that offer grant 
writing experience and 
publication in national 
journals.

One of  TU 
and LIBR’s largest 
collaborative projects is 
a research initiative to 
explore the neurobiology 
of  cyber trust. Through 
the evaluation of  

fMRI brain scans and the online 
behavior exhibited in different 
scenarios, LIBR, the TU Institute of  
Bioinformatics and Computational 
Biology, the Department of  
Psychology and the Institute for 
Information Security are working 
to reduce the risk of  security attacks 
that occur in the cyber traffic of  
America’s armed forces.

Also at LIBR, Bellgowan and TU 
have pioneered national research in 
athletic-related concussions with the 
help of  Golden Hurricane athletics. 
The Journal of  the American Medical 
Association recently published LIBR’s 
research documenting a smaller 
hippocampal region of  the brain and 
slower reaction times in TU football 
players with a history of  concussions. 
The study is the most comprehensive 
ever to assess the effects of  football 
specifically on college players.

“TU’s clinical expertise and 
the access we were given within 
the Golden Hurricane athletic 
department is unprecedented 
nationally,” Bellgowan said. “Other 
studies have evaluated older athletes, 
but no one has ever studied 20-year-
olds until now.”

This fall, LIBR and TU are 
preparing for the launch of  their 
newest endeavor, the Tulsa 1,000, 
a groundbreaking project that will 
track and examine the moods of  
1,000 Tulsa residents suffering from 
substance abuse and other mental 
health problems. A TU alumnus 
will coordinate the study, and TU 
students will assist with data intake 
and storage.

“LIBR wouldn’t be where it is 
today without the support of  TU. 
The university is LIBR’s strongest 
partner and can be credited for 
much of  its success,” Bellgowan said.

LAUREATE INSTITUTE FOR BRAIN RESEARCH



21F A L L  2 0 1 4F A L L  2 0 1 4

institutions like TU. Now as a staff  scientist, Kuplicki works full-
time at LIBR.

“There aren’t many places where you can get a graduate 
degree in computer science and also do neuroimaging research,” 

Kuplicki said.
Kuplicki, who has been an integral 

part of  each research milestone at LIBR, 
will play a major role in the institute’s 
upcoming venture, the Tulsa 1,000. 
The project will study the moods and 
behaviors of  1,000 Tulsa residents who 
suffer from conditions including eating 
disorders, shifts in mood and substance 
abuse.

“We hope to track each subject for 
one year and collect data from 1,000 subjects over the next five 
years,” Kuplicki said. “These assessments will include well over 
14 hours of  brain imaging, computerized tasks, clinical interviews 
and self-report questionnaires on habits like how they feel, eat and 
sleep. It will be our most challenging study yet considering the 
scope of  the program and the different things we’ll track.”

A Woobank, Warren Foundation and TU Presidential Scholar, 
Kuplicki is now involved in some of  the country’s most cutting-
edge neuroscience and psychiatric research. 

Kuplicki and his wife, Samantha, a clinical nurse specialist 
student at the University of  Oklahoma, have a daughter 
and enjoy contributing to Tulsa’s growing medical research 
community.

“Rayus is TU trained and a great asset for LIBR,” Bellgowan 
said. “He’s been a part of  the institute from day one, and they’re 
lucky to have him.”

For Rayus Kuplicki (BS ’09, MS ’11, PhD ’14) computers 
and science have been a way of  life since his childhood 
days in Tulsa. After finishing his sophomore year at Jenks 
High School, he transferred to the Oklahoma School of  
Science and Mathematics (OSSM) in 
Oklahoma City. “I think I took just 
about every computer programming 
class they had,” Kuplicki said.

Following OSSM, he made the 
easy transition to TU and over the 
next nine years earned bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees in 
computer science along with minors in 
mathematics, physics and chemistry. As 
a college student, Kuplicki worked on 
the ground floor of  the Laureate Institute for Brain Research 
(LIBR) helping develop the institute’s computer system. His 
responsibilities quickly expanded to include building image 
processing tools and applying new techniques to concussion 
research data facilitated by Pat Bellgowan, former LIBR 
director of  cognitive neuroscience. Kuplicki’s work has 
supported LIBR’s successful grant acquisitions, and he has 
contributed to an innovative cyber trust study. The ongoing 
project aims to reduce the risk of  security attacks that occur 
in the web traffic of  America’s armed forces.

“I’ve done a lot of  programming to present tasks to 
participants in the scanner and to measure their responses,” 
Kuplicki said.

As a graduate student, he split his time between TU and 
LIBR, a customized arrangement and unique opportunity 
he said can be found only at forward thinking research 

Rayus Kuplicki, BS ’09, MS ’11, PhD ’14 

“There aren’t many places 
where you can get a graduate 
degree in computer science 
and also do neuroimaging 

research.”
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Passion and 
perseverance 

The School of  Nursing has 
prepared students to excel in health 
care since the program’s inception 
in 1970. By combining a strong 
liberal arts core that develops critical 
thinking skills with clinical training 
incorporating the latest technology 
and protocols, the nursing curriculum 
extends far beyond the textbook. 
Students graduate equipped to 
practice in settings ranging from an 
urban hospital system to a community 
elementary school. 

Helen Hansen (BSN ’88), 
director of  the school, practiced as 
a nurse for 20 years, then pursued a 
master’s degree and started teaching 
at TU. After earning a doctorate, 
she transitioned to full-time faculty 
member. Hansen notes that TU’s 

nursing program has advanced along 
with the profession, especially in areas 
like technology and research. 

 “There is significant research 
that’s been done in the last 20 years, 
particularly related to evidence-based 
practice,” she says. “Each year, we 
look at the curriculum and make 
changes to ensure we are covering 
concepts that are relevant in the 
field.” In July, she will return to 
teaching full-time in the program.

Deborah Greubel (BSN ’91), who 
joined TU as associate director of  
the School of  Nursing, will succeed 
Hansen as director in July 2015. 

Greubel brings a strong 
background in nursing practice and 
healthcare administration to her 
role at TU. Her career spans direct 

patient care as a nurse and a nurse 
practitioner, teaching at the University 
of  Oklahoma, serving as operations 
officer for the Navy Medicine Support 
Command Reserve and overseeing 
quality management at Hillcrest 
HealthCare System.  

“My time at Hillcrest proved 
extremely useful because I learned 
more about the business of  medicine 
and how to incorporate all of  that into 
the job and at the bedside.” 

Greubel remains active as a Navy 
reservist, planning and overseeing 
three or four medical humanitarian 
missions each year. The most recent 
took place in Hawaii, where her team 
provided medical services to more 
than 14,000 patients over 10 days. 

Both Hansen and Greubel concur 
that altruism drives the passion 
and perseverance behind successful 
careers in nursing. For Hansen, 
“It’s a personal satisfaction in doing 
something I love and why I still like 
to do clinicals. I hope that I can make 
a difference in how students conduct 
themselves and care for patients.”

Greubel adds, “If  you don’t care, 
you’re in the wrong field. People 
who figure that out in nursing school 
usually don’t make it out.”

When the School of  Nursing joins 
with related majors as part of  TU’s 
new College of  Health Sciences, 
Greubel foresees that it will bring 
education sharing to a different level. 

“Nursing doesn’t exist in 
isolation,” she says. “There are so 
many disciplines nurses interact 
with on a daily basis. To bring all of  
those disciplines together and share 
best practices with one another will 
simulate scenarios these students 
will experience when they enter the 
workforce.” 

SCHOOL OF NURSING
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says Tony. “But we knew we’d get through it.” He underwent 
five intense surgical procedures over the next two years to 
salvage his ankle. Though she took a couple of  weeks off  
following the accident, Brooke continued working full-time 
in the ICU while completing her graduate coursework and 
clinicals, in addition to caring for Tony and managing day-
to-day responsibilities during his recovery.

Despite the efforts of  top surgeons and his determination 
to regain complete mobility, chronic pain and arthritis in 
Tony’s ankle had him frequently walking with a cane. 

Brooke recounts, “His quality of  life was terrible.” 
Trained to handle stressful and uncertain situations in the 
ER and the ICU, Brooke not only provided emotional 
support for Tony, but also coached him through his options 
for recovery. “I initially brought up the idea of  amputation 
soon after the accident, and he remarked at the time that he 
might consider it if  the pain became unbearable.” 

“It was hard to deal with the accident for years,” says 
Tony. “Finally, it was like, ‘Look, I’m not going to be here 
forever, and I don’t want to feel like this for the rest of  my 
life.” In 2013, with Brooke’s complete support, Tony made 
the difficult decision to have his leg amputated below the 
knee. To keep family and friends updated on his recovery 
following the amputation, Tony started a blog (www.

snowboardervstree.blogspot.
com) that chronicles his journey. 
(Photos on the blog document 
his surgeries in graphic detail, yet 
Tony’s trademark sense of  humor 
highlights how his optimistic attitude 
colored his recovery.) 

While choosing to amputate 
sounds like a devastating end to this 
story, it couldn’t be further from 
the truth. In fact, as Tony states, 
“Amputation was not the end — it 
was the beginning. I feel better than 
ever.”  

In October, Tony hit a milestone 
in his life as an amputee. Using his new running leg, he and 
Brooke ran the Army Ten-Miler — the couple’s first time 
to race together and longest distance he has ever run. He is 
quick to credit Brooke for her continuing support. “I can’t 
say enough about how lucky I was to have her in my life. 
With her background as a nurse, she coached me along over 
the years to help me walk through my long-term goals and 
led me on the path to making the decision to amputate. She 
was my mentor through the whole process.”

In 2010, Brooke Meehan (BSN ’05) and her husband, 
Tony (BS ’04, MS ’05), shared a comfortable life in 
Washington, D.C.  College sweethearts 
who met at TU when Tony offered 
to tutor Brooke in calculus (or, maybe 
it happened the other way around—
depending on who you ask), the 
couple moved to the D.C. area in 2005 
when Tony, a graduate of  TU’s elite 
Cyber Corps program, was offered 
a position with the Department of  
Defense. Brooke began work as a 
nurse in the ER at George Washington 
University Hospital; and after three 
years, transferred to the ICU where she 
balanced a full-time workload while 
pursuing a master’s degree to become a 
nurse practitioner. 

But in February, a snowboarding trip to Breckenridge 
changed the course of  their lives forever. 

As Tony, an avid snowboarder, took his second solo run 
the morning of  the couple’s last day in Colorado, he made 
a quick move to avoid crashing into a skier — a split-second 
decision that had him colliding feet-first with a tree while 
moving at 40 miles per hour, crushing his right ankle on 
impact. 

“At the time, we had no idea how things would unfold,” 

Brooke 
Meehan, BSN ’05  

Reflecting on their journey, 
Brooke says it’s made her 
realize the importance of 
quality of life. “I’ve used 

our experience to tell 
my patients about how 

decisions they make will 
affect their quality of life.” 
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Speech and hearing grads 
have hearts for service

Each year, students from across 
the country apply for a few coveted 
spots in TU’s Department of  
Communication Disorders. Known 
worldwide for its outstanding alumni 
and caring allied health approach 
in the community, TU’s competitive 
program features degree tracks in 
speech-language pathology and deaf  
education.

For speech-language pathology 
students, an undergraduate degree 
is just the beginning. Like all other 
similarly accredited programs in 
Oklahoma, TU’s requirements are 
a master’s degree plus 400 clinical 
hours, primarily in the Mary K. 
Chapman Center for Communicative 
Disorders. The facility offers Tulsa 
and its surrounding communities 
assessment and therapy services for 
speech, language, swallowing and 
hearing disorders. Next year, the 
speech-language pathology track 
begins a new era as a program in the 
College of  Health Sciences.

“It’s our mission to serve all ages, 

from infants to older adults along with 
individuals of  different cultural and 
socioeconomic backgrounds,” said 
Suzanne Thompson Stanton, clinic 
coordinator and instructor in speech-
language pathology.

Support from the Leta McFarlin 
Chapman Memorial Trust provides 
patient scholarships, equipment and 
faculty training, as well as specific 
outreach efforts for the Spanish-
speaking community. Open year-
round, the clinic has 125 ongoing 
patients. “We’ve served hundreds of  
children and generations of  families 
over the years,” said retired speech-
language pathology faculty member 
Mary Moody.

The diversity of  medical and 
communicative diagnoses among 
these clients is what sets TU’s 
program apart from others in the 
state. Skilled faculty members are 
certified in and passionate about 
teaching beyond the basics of  
speech and language problems. The 
department offers support groups for 

people with aphasia, cleft palate and 
craniofacial anomalies, and cochlear 
implants as well as a faculty member 
who is board certified in treating 
swallowing disorders.

“The field of  speech pathology 
began with the study of  fluency and 
articulation disorders, but now it 
includes so much more,” said Paula 
Cadogan, department chair. “We have 
transformed from speech therapists 
to speech-language pathologists who 
are critical team members for treating 
children with disabilities in schools and 
the community.”

According to Cadogan, students in 
the program begin their TU journey 
already focused and motivated with 
hearts for service. Alumni have a job 
placement rate of  nearly 100 percent 
and are hired quickly by some of  the 
area’s leading educational and medical 
facilities.

Also in high demand are TU’s 
deaf  education specialists who, after 
graduation, apply for state certification 
to teach deaf  and hard of  hearing 
students. TU students are required to 
complete courses in American Sign 
Language as well as clinical audiology 
and auditory-oral techniques. Petra 
Teel (BS ’94) took her TU instruction 
a step further by earning a master’s 
degree in deaf  education from 
Gallaudet University and achieving 
certification as a listening and spoken 
language professional. An intervention 
specialist for Sooner Start, she travels 
Oklahoma helping families develop 
listening and spoken language skills as 
well as sign language.

“I knew I wanted to work in 
a service field,” Teel said. “I’m 
empowering families by helping them 
understand their child’s hearing loss 
and explore their communication 
options.”

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION DISORDERS
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district’s speech and related services compliance coordinator. 
Adams regularly visits the district’s sites, overseeing Bixby’s other 
12 speech pathologists and consulting with parents and teachers 
to provide the appropriate resources for language and hearing 

impaired students. She said Bixby 
Public Schools is a growing district, 
and the demand for speech, language 
and hearing specialists continues to 
grow.  

“We hired two new TU graduates 
this fall, and it’s a great feeling 
knowing we can depend on them to be 
proficient and know what to do.”

Outside of  Bixby’s classrooms, 
Adams enjoys taking on contract work 
at pediatric clinics, but it was important 

to her that she keep her own case load at Bixby Public Schools. 
“I wanted to continue working with kids. They have a totally 
fresh viewpoint on life,” Adams said. “There’s nothing like the 
feeling of  watching a child you’ve been working with succeed, 
no matter how small or how large the success. I feel like this was 
truly my life’s purpose, and I’m very lucky to have found it.”

The niece of  TU law alumnus Gary Brasel (BS ’56, JD ’65), 
Adams has three children and is thrilled to reconnect with her 
alma mater this fall. She has returned to the Department of  
Communication Disorders as an adjunct faculty member to 
teach Anatomy and Physiology of  Speech and Hearing. 

“So much has changed around campus, but the whole 
department is still producing top professionals and providing 
speech and language services for the community.”   

While completing her basic college requisites at Rogers 
State University in Claremore, Lori Adams (BS ’96, MS 
’98) contemplated her next move. She considered going into 
nursing or even becoming a police officer until one of  her 
RSU professors suggested TU’s speech 
pathology program. 

“I remember babysitting when I 
was younger and correcting how kids 
would say their words,” Adams said. 
“My dad attended TU, and I knew I 
wanted to work in the community.”

She spent the next four years 
earning her undergrad and graduate 
degrees as well as a minor in deaf  
education. Adams devoted hundreds 
of  hours to the Mary K. Chapman 
Center for Communicative Disorders, observing clients and 
conducting therapy sessions. She regularly visited neighboring 
Kendall-Whittier Elementary School with peers and faculty 
to host free hearing and speech screenings. “We saw a lot of  
those children in our clinic. I didn’t realize it at the time, but 
it was great experience that other universities don’t offer,” 
Adams said.

She completed her clinical fellowship at Jenks Public 
Schools under the supervision of  TU alumna Karen 
Hampton (MS ’89). Adams had considered eventually using 
her degrees to work in a hospital, but her time at Jenks laid 
the groundwork for a career in the public school system. In 
2005, she transferred to Bixby Public Schools to serve as a 
speech-language pathologist and has since been named the 

Lori Brasel Adams, BS ’96, MS ’98

“There’s nothing like the 
feeling of watching a child 
you’ve been working with 

succeed, no matter how small 
or how large the success.” 
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Medicine in the 
making

In the classrooms of  today’s top 
medical schools and the hallways of  
America’s leading research hospitals, 
TU alumni are proving themselves 
excellent students and accomplished 
physicians. For more than 40 years, 
the university has primed students for 
the rigors of  what awaits in medical 
school while giving them a chance 
to explore and enjoy college as 
undergraduates. TU doesn’t offer an 
official major in pre-medicine, which 
is an advantage according to students 
and faculty. 

“We have all of  medical school and 
the rest of  our lives to study biology, 
physiology and pharmacology, but 
never again can we so easily study a 
new language or learn about ancient 
philosophy as when we’re in college,” 
said Eleanor Lewin (BA ’09, BS ’09).

Those who have declared a pre-
med emphasis have earned degrees 

through all three colleges. When 
the university joined the National 
Association of  Advisors for the Health 
Professions in 1982, it’s pre-med focus 
became more formal, providing an 
opportunity for TU to actively recruit 
medical school prospects.

Approximately 200 current 
students have declared a pre-med 
focus and plan to apply to med school 
in the spring of  their junior year. 
These prospects seek the guidance of  
faculty and TU’s Health Professions 
Advisory Committee. 

“The key to our program is 
personalized advising. It’s a two-way 
street, and you really get to know 
the students,” said Richard Reeder, 
TU’s former chief  health professions 
adviser who now serves as associate 
dean for academic affairs.

As part of  the medical school 
application process, TU’s advisory 

committee reviews student evaluations 
before individual advisers sit down to 
write extensive cover letters for their 
students. 

“I had a personal relationship with 
the majority of  my professors and 
adviser,” said Greg Rohde (BS ’10), 
a student in the College of  Podiatric 
Medicine and Surgery at Des Moines 
University. “TU professors have open 
door policies to answer questions or 
even just talk through problems in life. 
My letters of  recommendation were 
most likely much more personal and 
of  higher quality because the professor 
actually knew who they were writing 
about.”

Advising is key, but Mark 
Buchheim, TU’s chief  health 
professions adviser and associate 
professor of  biological science, said the 
university’s challenging coursework 
and exceptional students ensure that 
TU applicants shine. 

 “I meet once or twice a week with 
prospective students and parents,” 
Buchheim said. “We’re happy to help 
in any way we can, but the quality and 
motivation of  our students are what 
truly make the difference.”

One of  the best-kept secrets at 
TU, the pre-med degree plan means 
something different for each student: 
Some are destined for careers in 
research, others in the medical field, 
or maybe even both. No matter the 
path these alumni take, Reeder and 
Buchheim have managed to stay in 
touch with most over the past four 
decades. 

“Our students have done 
exceptionally well,” Reeder said. 
“They have become top-notch 
physicians working all over the 
country in every specialty.”

PRE-MED FOCUS
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research on community well-being reinforced her passion 
for improving the health of  citizens, and she graduated in 
spring 2014 with a master of  public health in epidemiology, 
concentrating on public health policy.

Taylor is now an epidemiologist at the Minnesota 
Department of  Health and specializes in family home 

visiting. She supports the state and 
local public health family home 
visiting programs that serve at-risk 
moms, linking them to prenatal care 
and other community resources, 
supporting their role in effective 
parenting, and promoting healthy 
and safe home environments. The 
data collected by home visitors and 
analyzed by Taylor and the Minnesota 
epidemiology team are used for 

legislative and other state and federal reports.  
“We use the data to evaluate statewide progress on 

family home visiting benchmark measures,” Taylor said. 
“Family home visiting is evidence-based and cost effective, 
and I really enjoy working in an area where I can contribute 
to society while applying my skills.”

Taylor is married to her high school sweetheart, Ian 
(BS ’12), a TU mechanical engineering alumnus. Looking 
back at her TU years, she said her foundation in psychology 
enriches her epidemiology role. “The field of  psychology 
includes behavior change, which is an important part of  
public health; and at TU, I was introduced to classes and 
professors who helped me find my calling.”

It was the appeal of  a smaller school in a bigger city 
that drew Omaha, Nebraska native Naomi Taylor (BS ’11) 
to TU. Initially a music major, an entry-level psychology 
course uncovered her interests in research methods and 
statistics, eventually convincing Taylor to switch her major. 

Health disparities such as preventable differences in 
health among people of  different 
races inspired her plans for the future. 
“I knew I wanted to go into public 
health,” Taylor said. “I’m fascinated 
by how the world we live in affects 
our ability to be healthy.” 

Rather than going directly to 
graduate school, Taylor felt she 
needed direct experience, so she 
applied to AIDS United AmeriCorps 
and accepted a service position in 
Tulsa. For the next year, Taylor taught health and sex 
education to teenagers through Planned Parenthood and 
Youth Services of  Tulsa. “It’s difficult for a lot of  people 
to talk about, but sex education is an important part of  
health,” she said. “Teenagers need to be knowledgeable 
and have access to sexual health services. My duties with 
AmeriCorps provided the direct service experience I 
wanted, and I gained a deeper understanding of  factors 
that can influence people’s health.”

Following her year of  AmeriCorps service, Taylor 
enhanced her public health experience by enrolling 
as a graduate student in the University of  Minnesota 
School of  Public Health. The university’s curriculum and 

Naomi Taylor, BS ’11

“I knew I wanted to go into 
public health,” Taylor said. 
“I’m fascinated by how the 
world we live in affects our 

ability to be healthy.” 
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From the playing field to 
performing arts

It’s game day. Thousands of  fans 
fill the stadium, the air booming with 
their cheers and shouts. The sidelines 
are a rush of  activity: Coaches yelling 
plays, camera operators scurrying to 
capture the best angle. Suddenly, in 
the middle of  a key play, an athlete 
falls to the ground injured. Is it a 
fracture or a sprain? Is the player’s life 
at risk? What’s the appropriate course 
of  action? 

An athletic trainer has a brief  
window of  time to answer these 
questions — amid the noise and 
chaos — before taking precise steps to 
limit the extent of  the injury. 

Athletic trainers are healthcare 
professionals who work closely with 
physicians to not only administer 
preventive and emergency injury care 
for athletes, but also follow through 
by setting up the treatment regimen 
and rehabilitation protocol. 

“The goal of  an athletic trainer 
is to return someone to play — not 
just to daily activities, but taking that 
extra step to get them back onto 

the field or the court,” says Ron 
Walker (BST ’95, MA ’96), clinical 
assistant professor of  athletic training 
and coordinator of  athletic training 
clinical education at TU.

The profession dates back 
more than a century, advancing 
considerably from the early days of  
administering homemade topical 
remedies to a healthcare field 
grounded in science and standardized 
practices. The National Athletic 
Trainers’ Association established 
certification for athletic trainers 
in 1969 and later developed 
accreditation standards for collegiate 
education programs. TU began 
offering an athletic training degree 
program in 1991 and was the first 
university in the state to obtain 
accreditation. 

As one of  TU’s first athletic 
training students, Walker has 
experienced the program’s growth 
firsthand. After completing his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees at 
TU, Walker served as an outpatient 

athletic trainer for Eastern Oklahoma 
Sports Medicine Center, provided sports 
medicine services to Union Public 
Schools and was program director at 
another university. He returned to TU in 
2005 to join the athletic training faculty 
and recently completed his doctoral 
studies at Oklahoma State University.

“The education our students now 
receive is much stronger – not just at TU, 
but within the profession in general,” says 
Walker. He adds that job opportunities 
for athletic trainers have also expanded. 

“Initially, athletic trainers practiced 
either in universities or secondary 
schools, or in professional sports. Now, 
they serve as physician extenders and 
practice within industrial organizational 
medicine to help prevent injuries in 
the workplace. Military and tactical 
specialization opportunities are 
expanding as decision makers recognize 
the contributions that athletic trainers 
can make in the prevention, evaluation, 
treatment and rehabilitation of  injuries 
for members of  the military, FBI, Secret 
Service, and police and fire departments. 
Increasingly, you see athletic trainers 
in the performing arts — with ballet 
companies, the Rockettes, Disney’s theme 
parks or even shows in Las Vegas.” 

TU’s curriculum incorporates 
technology such as the METIman, a life-
sized robotic mannequin that simulates 
medical conditions athletic trainers 
would face in the field. The emphasis 
on preparing for real-life scenarios, 
combined with clinical rotations that pair 
students one-on-one with an instructor, 
distinguishes TU’s program from others. 
As Robin Ploeger, TU’s athletic training 
program curriculum director, notes, “In 
addition to preparing students with the 
knowledge and skills needed to pass a 
certification exam, we want our students 
to be good professionals and good 
caregivers.” 

ATHLETIC TRAINING
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discovered passion for education with the experience she 
gained at TU to help OSU develop its accredited athletic 
training program. 

She stayed at OSU to complete a doctoral degree in 
education while also serving as clinical 
coordinator for the athletic training 
program and was later promoted to 
program director, overseeing both 
academics and clinical training. 

Reflecting on her success at OSU, 
Hetzler says, “I owe it all to the 
experience I had at TU. I had such 
great instructors and got to see all 
aspects of  how the program ran — it 
was an easy, natural transition for 
me.” 

A decision to move to Springfield, 
Missouri, with her family presented 
the next step in Hetzler’s career as 

head of  Missouri State University’s Sports Medicine and 
Athletic Training department. 

Hetzler continues to practice athletic training as a longtime 
volunteer for the U.S. Paralympics. She works primarily with 
the track and field team and has traveled to events all over the 
world, including the 2008 Paralympic Games in Beijing. 

“It’s definitely an amazing experience and very eye 
opening,” says Hetzler. “You’re working with individuals who 
have some sort of  disability by society’s definition, yet they are 
elite athletes who compete at levels within a tenth of  a second 
of  an able-bodied gold medal athlete. They just happen to 
compete in a slightly different way.” 

Growing up in a small town, Tona Hetzler (BST ’97) 
played every sport she could during her junior high and high 
school days. With a natural affinity for athletics, Hetzler 
always thought she would someday become a doctor or go 
into sports psychology. She earned a 
scholarship to play softball for a junior 
college, and knowing she wanted to go 
into medicine, began searching for a 
four-year university.

Hetzler’s softball skills caught the 
attention of  then-head coach Patti 
Holthaus, landing her a spot on The 
University of  Tulsa’s softball team. 
After learning the university offered an 
athletic training and sports medicine 
degree, “I thought that was a great 
combination and made sense for me,” 
she said. “Once I got into athletic 
training and realized that I got to help 
athletes achieve their goals and continue their careers, that’s 
when it became real for me, and I just knew that’s where I 
was going to be.”

Hetzler’s most memorable experiences at TU took place 
on the athletic field, practicing and perfecting the skills taught 
in the classroom. “Working alongside faculty like Dr. [Robin] 
Ploeger is one of  the things I enjoyed most,” Hetzler recalls. 
“The instructors really practiced what they preached.”   

Hetzler received a graduate assistantship at Oklahoma 
State University to pursue a master’s degree. She continued 
to practice athletic training, working with the football 
and softball programs and also had the opportunity to 
teach undergraduate students. Hetzler combined a newly 

Tona Hetzler, BS ’97  

“Athletic trainers are serving 
a much greater purpose than 
they have previously...from 
preventing and caring for 
injuries as they happen to 

researching and learning more 
about concussions, heat illness 

and other acute conditions.” 
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Mastering the 
mechanics of motion

Exercise and sports science 
combines science with clinical 
education, offering students 
a number of  career options. 
Though the study of  exercise 
physiology dates back to ancient 
Greek civilization, employment 
and research opportunities have 
expanded significantly in recent 
years with increased interest in better 
understanding human performance.

Greg Gardner, associate director 
of  TU’s School of  Nursing and 
clinical professor, developed the 
university’s exercise and sports science 
program in 2000 based on feedback 
from students enrolled in the athletic 
training program. “We wanted to 
be able to prepare students not 
only to practice as sports medicine 
clinicians or go into cardiac rehab 
or biomechanics, but also to offer a 
degree that serves as a springboard to 
graduate studies,” Gardner said. 

The curriculum incorporates 

a strong core of  science classes 
including human anatomy, human 
physiology, kinesiology and 
biomechanics. As Gardner explains, 
TU’s degree positions students to 
successfully enter a graduate program 
if  they choose to take that path. 
“The field is extremely competitive,” 
he says. “About 60 percent of  our 
students go on to pursue an advanced 
degree because many subspecialties 
require a master’s and above as entry-
level degrees.”

TU’s exercise and sports science 
major evolved as a specialized degree 
option within the athletic training 
department, so there is also an 
emphasis on clinical education. 

“Students are required to have 
two internships starting their junior 
year, ideally in their desired work 
setting — something that really sets 
our program apart from others,” says 
Gardner. 

He also explains that TU’s 

smaller size allows faculty members to 
customize the degree to fit a student’s 
target practice area or graduate 
school interest. Sam Masters (BSESS 
’12) wanted to pursue a graduate 
degree in biomechanics, so Gardner 
consulted with Emeritus Professor of  
Mathematics Tom Cairns to formulate 
a plan of  study that incorporated 
classes in engineering, math and 
exercise and sports science. Students in 
the program can also take management 
and marketing classes to obtain a 
certificate in sports marketing. 

“There’s a basic science core that 
is common to exercise and sports 
science; beyond that, we branch out 
into specialties,” says Gardner. “We 
encourage students to explore the 
options available to them.” 

Exercise and sports science has 
become a global field, and faculty 
members in TU’s program support 
initiatives that allow students to study 
abroad for a semester. Gardner says, 
“It’s important because if  you are 
a healthcare provider in the U.S. 
right now, your patient population is 
multicultural. With healthcare delivery 
moving to electronic methods, you 
could have clinicians from five countries 
working on the same case. The better 
you are at appreciating a different 
culture, the better clinician you will be.” 

The heart of  the program’s 
continued success is the team of  faculty 
members in place. 

“Collectively, the athletic training 
and exercise and sports science faculty 
are the best I’ve had the opportunity 
to work with — ever,” says Gardner. 
“Their skill sets are such that as part 
of  the new College of  Health Sciences, 
we will be able to very quickly partner 
with other organizations to incorporate 
more community medicine into the 
curriculum.”  

 

EXERCISE AND SPORTS SCIENCE
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to study biomechanics at a post-graduate level.  
His work at TU earned Masters a graduate assistantship 

to study biomechanics at Penn State University, which 
houses one of  the nation’s top programs and one of  the few 

laboratories in the world dedicated 
entirely to biomechanics research. 
The Columbia, Missouri, native 
recently completed his master’s 
thesis and began doctoral studies this 
fall. He used his remaining NCAA 
eligibility to compete on Penn 
State’s track and field team his first 
year there and now runs purely for 
enjoyment.

Though Masters hasn’t made 
a final decision about what he will 
do once he completes his doctoral 
work, his current passion centers 
on robotics. As part of  his graduate 

research, he designs and studies robot-like walking devices 
that propel themselves by a phenomenon known as passive 
dynamic walking. He explains that studying the mechanics 
behind walking leads to a better understanding of  how 
different parts of  the human body work together to help 
stabilize the body when a person’s foot strikes the ground.

“This is the type of  research that goes into the design of  
prosthetics,” says Masters. “There is a big difference between 
what a prosthetic does and what a human limb does. The 
more we learn about human limbs, the better we can make 
prosthetics.” 

Most of  us don’t give a second thought about the 
mechanics behind how we move our bodies, but as a doctoral 
student of  biomechanics, a subspecialty within the field of  
exercise and sports science, Sam Masters spends countless 
hours in a lab at Penn State University 
exploring that very topic. 

A devoted runner who selected 
TU in part on the strength of  the 
university’s track and field team, 
Masters says: “Running is where my 
interest in biomechanics began. I 
wanted to lift my knees more, so I 
started reading biomechanics papers 
and thinking along the lines of  an 
engineer. Actually, a lot of  what I do in 
my field is related to running.” 

He recalls that when not in class, he 
was typically doing one of  two things 
at TU —  spending time with his 
friends on the track team running or practicing. 

Masters was impressed by TU’s exercise and sports 
science program and in particular, that he could develop a 
plan of  study that put him closer to achieving a lifelong goal. 

“I remember my dad telling me when I was younger that 
he didn’t care what my siblings and I did, but that he wished 
we would become doctors,” says Masters. “I’ve wanted a 
Ph.D. ever since then.” 

With a strong aptitude for mathematics, Masters sought to 
complement his exercise and sports science coursework with 
classes offered in the College of  Engineering and Natural 
Sciences, giving him the academic foundation he would need 

Sam Masters, BSESS ’12  

“I see robotic technology 
bringing people with a 

disability back to a level 
of complete locomotion, 
assisting individuals with 

daily life activities or acting 
as an external skeletal device 
to help people walk again.”

Photo credit: Patrick Mansell, Penn State
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1964 – A football season to remember

Haith brings fast-
paced style  

The 2014-15 season brings in 
a new era for TU basketball, as a 
member of  the American Athletic 
Conference, and with a new coaching 
staff. Head Coach Frank Haith came 
to Tulsa from Missouri, where he took 
two teams to the NCAA Tournament 
in three years. Haith has taken eight 
teams to the postseason in 10 years. 
His teams play a fast-paced style of  
basketball that is focused on transition 
and pick-and-roll offense.

The Golden Hurricane returns 
nine letterwinners and four 
starters from its 2014 conference 
championship team, and welcomed 
two freshmen into the program. 

After winning the final two 
championships as a member of  
Conference USA, TU shared the 
regular season title on its way to the 
tournament championship and a 
berth in the NCAA Tournament for 
the first time since 2003. 

New conference 
and new motto

 “Team Matters” is the team motto 
for the Tulsa women’s basketball 
program. The philosophy for the 
upcoming season focuses on team 
chemistry and playing as one unit.

The Golden Hurricane returns 10 
letterwinners, including four starters, 
and welcomes four newcomers to the 
2014-15 roster. 

Tulsa plays a 29-game regular 
season schedule, which features 
defending NCAA Champion UConn 
in a home-and-home series.

“It is an exciting, as well as historic 
year, as we move into the American 
Athletic Conference,” Head Coach 
Matilda Mossman said.  “This 
puts our program into the national 
spotlight, playing in the same women’s 
basketball conference as the defending 
National Champion.” 

Coaching legend Nolan Richardson 
honored

Nolan Richardson, the coach 
who turned the Golden Hurricane 
basketball program into a national 
powerhouse, was inducted into 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of  Fame this past August. 
Richardson arrived at TU in 1980, 
compiling an overall 119-37 five-
year record, winning two Missouri 

Valley titles and making three NCAA 
tournaments and winning the NIT 
championship. Richardson left Tulsa 
for Arkansas, where he won an NCAA 
Championship in 1994. He is the only 
coach to win a national junior college 
championship, the National Invitation 
Tournament (TU) and the NCAA 
Tournament (Arkansas).

Football had long been a defensive-
dominated battle of  field position. 
Then, in 1964, under legendary TU 
Coach Glenn Dobbs, TU launched a 
new era by launching passes.

Coaching the Golden Hurricane to 
a 9-2 overall record and 14-7 win over 
the University of  Mississippi in the 
Bluebonnet Bowl, Dobbs’ new pass-
happy offense shocked and amazed 
the college football world. With Jerry 
Rhome’s strong arm and Howard 
Twilley’s sure hands, the 1964 Tulsa 
squad became the first team in history 
to throw more than 300 yards a game, 
317.9 yards to be exact. That year, 
Tulsa passed on 52 percent of  its 
plays, while the typical Division I team 
passed 29 percent of  the time. 

The highlight of  the regular 
season was TU’s 61-14 rout of  favored 
state rival Oklahoma State. Rhome 
completed 35 of  43 passes for 488 
yards and four touchdowns, while 
Twilley caught 15 of  those passes for 
217 yards and two touchdowns. 

For the season, Tulsa established 
27 NCAA records, finished 18th 
nationally in the UPI poll, had seven 
players earn All-America honors 
and 22 players earn Missouri Valley 
Conference accolades.

The 1964 Golden Hurricane 
football squad, which brought 
college football out of  the dark ages 
and launched the modern era, was 
recognized on its 50th anniversary at 
Homecoming 2014. 



for recent graduates who join the Blue Chip Young Alumni Program  
with a minimum contribution to the Golden Hurricane Club.

Blue Chip members enjoy the benefits of discounted season ticket rates and a Red Lot parking. 

pass.Graduation Year Donation 
Requirement

Season Ticket 
Cost*

Total Cost*

2014 $25 $50 $75

2013 $25 $50 $75

2012 $50 $50 $100

2011 $75 $50 $125

2010 $100 $50 $150

$50 Men’s Basketball  
Season Tickets

* Limit 2 tickets per account; some exclusions may apply; offer limited to specific seating locations.

Take advantage of your Young Alumni status with membership  
in the Blue Chip program and support your alma mater.

For more information, please contact the Golden Hurricane Club office at 918-631-2342 or ghc@utulsa.edu.
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Goldie poses with fans during the Homecoming pre-
game festivities.

Alumni, parents, 
students and friends 
gathered on Dietler 
Commons for the 
annual Bonfire and 
Pep Rally.

The Class of  1964 was honored at the 
Gold Medallion Society Brunch, celebrating 
graduates from 50 or more years ago.

At the Alumni Association Tent Party, future 
Golden Hurricane posed with Captain 
Cane who dressed for the All American 
Homecoming theme.

About 2,000 alumni and friends gathered at Tulsa 
Oktoberfest for the annual Homecoming TU on Tap party, 
hosted by the Young Alumni Committee of  the TU Alumni 
Association. 

Alumnae from Delta Delta Delta sorority 
gathered at the All-Greek Reunion at the Lorton 
Performance Center on Friday, October 17. 

All American Homecoming
2014 draws thousands 
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Spirit of TU Award

Members of  the TU Spirit Squad pose at the annual Bonfire and Pep 
Rally with Spirit of  TU Award winners Calvin Swindell (BS ’44), Betty 
Swindell Jewell (BA ’46) and James Robert Swindell (BS ’50). Also honored 
was their sister Ruth Swindell Allen (BA ’49), who is not pictured. The 
Spirit of  TU represents an indefinable force that fills the hearts of  TU’s 
most devoted and loyal alumni. These remarkable alumni display passion 
and support for TU that is matched by few, and the Swindell siblings 
rarely miss a TU Homecoming.

Honorees at the Distinguished Alumni Celebration on Thursday, October 16 were 
(left to right) J. Paschal Twyman Award Recipient Keith Bailey; Distinguished 
Alumni Calvin McKee (BS ’48), Michael Graves (BA ’67, MA ’69), Kathie Coyle 
(JD ’72), and Nevlye Cable (BS ’77); and Mr. Homecoming John Henshaw.  

Sarah Hartley, representing Delta Delta Delta sorority, 
was named 2014 Homecoming Queen while Bryce 
Cason, representing Kappa Alpha Order, was named 
2014 Homecoming King.

The 2014-15 Omicron Delta Kappa Freshmen were Ellis 
Bender, Whitney Cipolla, Kelly Cosgrove, Carter Garrison, 
Kaitlin Mar, Natalie Nibert, Natalie Santa-Pinter, Kyla 
Sloan, Meg Smith and Claire Thompson.

The Alumni Association selected the 2014-15 Jess 
Chouteau Outstanding Seniors: Bryce Cason, Patrick 
Flam, Hope Forsyth, Sarah Hartley, Caleb Lareau, Parker 
Malone, Michael Mancini, Molly Noah, Hannah Smith 
and Lauren Stanley.



36 T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T U L S A  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

al
um

ni
ne

w
s

The Alumni Association Board 
of  Directors is represented by 12 
chapter presidents and up to 24 
at-large members. Led by President 
Binoy Agarwal (BSBA ’01, MBA ’06), 
the board of  directors appointed the 
following members for new three-
year terms as at-large directors: Joe 
Pistoia (BA ’70, MA ’72) of  Los 

Angeles; Crystal Maguire (BA ’03) 
of  Washington, D.C.; Keith Nodskov 
(BS ’04) of  Houston; Deanne Dutton 
Hughes (BA ’92) of  Tulsa; Ann 
Heidger (BA ’99) of  Plano, Texas; 
Adrienne Tuck (BA ’04) of  Denver; 
and Hannah Miller (BA ’10) of  New 
York, New York. 

New chapter presidents who 

Fort Worth wins chapter of the year
The Fort Worth/Arlington Chapter was named 2013-14 Chapter of  

the Year, which was announced during Homecoming 2014. The chapter 
is led by Matt Wiley (BSBA ’06) and a five-member board of  directors. 
Over the course of  the year, the chapter increased participation and hosted 
successful events, including an outing to TU men’s basketball at TCU and 
a luncheon in downtown Fort Worth. Chapter members also participated 
in TU Day by volunteering for the CureSearch Walk at the Texas Motor 
Speedway. 

Other chapters that were recognized as “Gold Status” included 
Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Houston, Kansas City, Los Angeles, St. Louis, 
Tulsa and Washington, D.C. 

For more information about the Fort Worth/Arlington Chapter, visit 
www.TUAlumni.com/FortWorth.

Alumni Association Board of Directors welcomes new 
members

have joined the board include 
Meghan Giffin (BS ’01, MS ’03), Los 
Angeles; Chris Kirkpatrick (BSBA 
’84), Phoenix; Tim Latimer (BS ’12), 
Houston; and Andrea Miranda (BSBA 
’10), Dallas.

For a listing of  all chapters and 
clubs, visit www.TUAlumni.com.



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

TM

November 28 • TU Tavern on the Green before TU vs. 
East Carolina

December 3 • Career Services Webinar, “Master the Art 
& Science of  Interviewing”

December 6 • Washington, D. C. Chapter Annual Winter 
Board Meeting and Brunch

December 10 • TU Uncorked Planning Kickoff  Meeting

December 10 • Dallas Chapter Holiday Party 

December 11 • Denver Chapter Holiday Party

December 13 • Kansas City Watch Party for TU vs. OU 

December 14 • Houston Chapter Lights in the Heights 

December 20 • TU Commencement featuring speaker 
Matt Barney (MA ’93, PhD ’96) 

January 7 • Career Services Webinar, “Grab Your Keys 
and Drive Your Career”

January 21 • Chicago Chapter Watch Party for TU men’s 
basketball vs. Memphis

January 24 • Kansas City Chapter Brewery Tour and 
Tasting 

January 30 • College of  Law Faculty and Alumni 
Showcase Series featuring Cristy Caves (BA’02, JD ’05) 
and Kristine Bridges

February 4 • Career Services Webinar, “Proven Strategies 
to Build a Network that Works for You”

February 5 • College of  Law Alumni Association 
Reception in Oklahoma City

February 6-8 • Annual TU Alumni Ski Trip in Keystone 
hosted by the Denver Chapter

February 8 • St. Louis Chapter Watch Party for TU men’s 
basketball vs. SMU

March 4 • College of  Law Alumni Association Reception 
in Dallas

March 4 • Career Services Webinar, “Stuff  Your Résumé 
with Keywords to Highlight Your Experience”

March 5 • College of  Law Alumni Association Reception 
in Houston

March 10 • Homecoming 2015 Planning Kickoff  Event

April 18 • TU Day

For more information and additional events, visit 
www.TUAlumni.com

Stay Connected
Be sure to follow the TU Alumni Association 

on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and LinkedIn. 
Visit www.TUAlumni.
com to link to the 
social networking sites 
or search for “The 
University of  Tulsa 
Alumni Association.” 

TUAlumni.com goes mobile
The TU alumni website at TUAlumni.com is now mobile, 

which means it has been given a responsive design and scaled 
appropriately to mobile devices. Alumni may now register for 
events, update information and search for alumni news more 
easily from smart phones and tablets. 

The new alumni site specifically for College of  Law 
alumni, TULawAlumni.com, is also mobile.  

TU career services available 
to alumni

One of  the benefits of  free membership in the TU 
Alumni Association is the opportunity to utilize TU Career 
Services well after graduation. “Golden OpporTUnities” 
assists employers in recruitment and enables alumni to post 
résumés and apply for a variety of  jobs. Graduates of  TU 
also are able to join the TU Alumni Association page on 
LinkedIn. For more information, visit www.TUAlumni.com. 

How to submit Class Notes
Share news with your classmates! To submit your Class 

Notes and view other Class Notes that have been submitted 
online, visit www.TUAlumni.com/class-notes. You may also 
send an e-mail to tualumni@utulsa.edu, or mail to Office 
of  Alumni Relations, 800 South Tucker Drive, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74104. Submitted Class Notes may be edited for 
length, style or content before publication in the TU Alumni 
Magazine. 

Class Notes can also be found online on the new and 
improved TUAlumni.com. Publish your news instantly and 
search for your fellow alumni. 
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1960s

William E. Dunstan (MA 
’66) of  Chapel Hill, N.C., 
discussed his new book series 
Adventures of  a Southern Boyhood 
during Heritage Day in 
Southampton County, Va. on 
September 13, 2014, and then 
guided visitors through the 

Rebecca Vaughan House, the 
last standing dwelling struck 
in the Nat Turner revolt of  
1831. His eight-year-old great-
grandmother survived in the 
house by hiding in a small 
clothing chest but heard the 
shrieks of  her dying loved 
ones. 

Bill Shewey (BS ’64) was 
inducted into the Oklahoma 
Bankers Association’s 50-Year 
Club this year at the 117th 
Annual Convention and 
Trade Show in Catoosa. Bill 
works for Central National 
Bank & Trust in Enid, Okla.

1970s

Donis Casey (BS ’70) 
released her latest mystery 
novel, Hell with the Lid Blown 
Off. Poisoned Pen Press 
released the book in June 
to great praise. Donis is the 
award-winning author of  the 
Alafair Tucker Mysteries. She 
has twice won the Arizona 
Book Award and has been a 
finalist for the Willa Award 

and the Oklahoma Book 
Award. Her first novel, The 
Old Buzzard Had It Coming, 
was named an Oklahoma 
Centennial Book. She now 
resides in Tempe, Ariz.

Gilbert O. Sanders (EdD 
’74) was awarded the APF 
Gold Medal for Lifetime 
Achievement in the prac-
tice of  Psychology at the 
American Psychological 
Association’s annual conven-
tion in Washington, D.C. This 
is the only award given annu-
ally by the APA/APF. Gilbert 
has served as the point person 
for developing integrated 
programs of  psychology and 
medicine in Vietnam, Alaska, 
California and Germany. His 
leadership in psychotherapy 

Missy Miller (BA ’95, BME ’95) and Daniel Townsend 
(BSBA ’02) were married in Tulsa on June 7, 2014. The couple, 
who enjoyed a two-week honeymoon in Hawaii, will live and work in 
Tulsa. Missy is a national board certified teacher employed by Tulsa 
Public Schools, and she plays viola for the Tulsa Signature Symphony 
and the Tulsa Symphony. Daniel is the controller for Borets-HPS 
Division.

Lori Griffin McPherson (BA ’96) spent her 40th birthday in 
London where she toured many of  the city’s greatest sites.

David Reinhart (BS ’80) 
recently published his first novel, 
Osprey Point. The book is a 
mystery novel set in and around a 
nuclear power plant in Connecticut. 
It is currently available from 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, iTunes 
and Lulu.com.

and psychopharmacology 
earned him the rank of  cap-
tain, the highest rank autho-
rized for psychologists in the 
U.S. Public Health Service.

1980s

Erin Arbabha (BSE ’82) 
recently wrote a memoir 
about her breast cancer 
journey titled I Have Survived, 
which is available on Amazon. 
Erin is a 10-year survivor of  
breast cancer and believes in 
celebrating life, being positive, 
using humor and laughter to 
deal with life’s unexpected 
challenges, surrounding your-
self  with loving people and 
pets and giving hope to others. 
Erin’s book is endorsed by 
Nancy Brinker, chief  founder 
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Lori Brister (BA ’97), Jamie Harrison Prokopava (BSBA ’95)
and JoAnn Barker (BME ’99) did mission work with the Tulsa-based 
organization Up With Down, which is a Down syndrome school started by Frank 
Baxter in Voroneshz, Russia. They worked the summer camp where all of  the 
families came together for a week. The children did crafts, music, sports, dance and 
evening services assisted by Lori and Jamie. The parents attended a Bible study, 
taught this year by JoAnn.

Kristin Capatosta Akin (BA ’97), her husband, 
Justin, and their team rode bicycles 700 miles in seven days 
in the “700 Miles to Hope” in October to raise funds and 
awareness for Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH) 
and The HLH Center of  Excellence at the Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital. She encourages people to join the Be The 
Match registry and rides in memory of  her sons Matthew 
and Andrew. More information about their foundation is at 
matthewandandrew.org.

Christopher Lastrapes (BA ’03, BS ’03, MA ’05) married Keto Shimizu on May 3, 2014, in Santa Barbara, Calif. TU alumni in 
the wedding party included Terry Tollette (BSBA ’03, JD ’06), F. Auston Griffing III (BSBA ’04, MBA ’06), Audrey May 
Griffing (BSBA ’05, MBA ’06) and Haden Snyder (BIL ’06, MBA ’09). The couple resides in Sherman Oaks, Calif., where Christopher 
is a marketing manager for Warner Bros., and Keto works as a writer and co-producer on the television series Arrow.
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nized by the Texas Affiliation 
of  Affordable Housing 
Providers (TAAHP) with the 
Jean W. Macdonald Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Cynthia 
is a partner at Lock Lord 
Attorneys and Counselors 
where she chairs the firm-wide 

career since graduating from 
The University of  Tulsa 
College of  Law was spent in 
various leadership capacities 
at The Medical Protective 
Company, a unit of  Berkshire 
Hathaway previously owned 
by General Electric.

Alison Powell Eagleton 
(BSN ’86) was recalled to 
active duty and appointed as 
the reserve affairs officer for 
the Medical Corps, United 
States Navy. Alison is assigned 
to the Bureau of  Medicine 
and Surgery, Office of  the 
Corps Chiefs in Falls Church, 
Va. She is the first nurse corps 
officer to be appointed to this 
position. 

Jennifer D. Goins (BCE 
’87) was confirmed as a com-
missioner of  the Cherokee 
Nation Gaming Commission 
on June 16, 2014. In addition 
to her role as gaming commis-
sioner, Jennifer is employed 
as business solutions manager 
with SCFM Compression 
Systems in Tulsa.

Cynthia Degitz Bast (BA 
’87, MBA ’88) was recog-

40

of  the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation, Race for the 
Cure. She currently works as 
a business process automation 
systems manager for NextEra 
Energy in Juno Beach, Fla. 

Gerald Ediger (JD ’82) 
was reappointed by Indiana 
Governor Mike Pence to an 
additional four-year term 
on the Indiana Worker’s 
Compensation Board. 
Gerald, of  Fort Wayne, 
Ind., individually 
presides over 

worker hearings, and together 
with the other six members 
of  the board, hears appeals 
which may then proceed to 
the Indiana Court of  Appeals. 
He was initially appointed to 
the board by former Indiana 
Governor Mitch Daniels in 
2007. The greater 
part of  Gerald’s 

The Denver Chapter Board of  Directors visited 
the peak of  Mount Evans as part of  their 
annual board retreat. Mount Evans boasts the 
highest paved road in America with a road 
that goes to the very top of  the mountain. In 

attendance were directors Sara Lewis 
(BS ’13), Kathleen Eccleston (BA 

’95), Steve Rodgers (BA ’00), 
Adrienne Tuck (BA ’04), and 

Emily Gibson (BA ’09) chapter 
president. Noah Zikmund 

(MBA ’08) also serves on the board 
but is not pictured.

Steven McCain (JD ’80) 
was appointed on March 1 as 
vice president and general counsel 
of  Marlin Midstream LLC, and 
Associated Energy Services LP. After 
graduation from The University 
of  Tulsa College of  Law, Steven 
practiced law in Tulsa as assistant 
general counsel for MAPCE Inc. for 
13 years.

Jean Walker Stewart (BS ’71) was honored in October as an 
educator with the Conroe Independent School District when a school was 
named Jean E. Stewart Elementary School. Jean has had many roles within 
the school district, including principal at B.B. Rice Elementary from 1990 
to 1997, Giesinger from 1997 to 1998, and assistant superintendent for 
elementary education in 1999, and in 2003 became deputy superintendent 
of  schools for Conroe ISD. Under her leadership, Conroe ISD grew from a 
district of  nine campuses, to one of  54, with over 6,000 employees, and 
51,000 students.
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Affordable Housing Practice 
and is the cochair of  the firm’s 
board of  directors. She cur-
rently resides in Austin.

Daren Fristoe (JD ’88) coau-
thored his first business book, 
Lifeguard, Babysitter, Executioner: 
A Real World Guide to Hiring, 
Firing & Building a Winning 
Workforce. Published July 2014, 
the book is a humorous look at 
the workplace from the human 
resource perspective, with help-
ful takeaways per topic. The 
targeted audience is expansive, 
including not only the human 
resources professional, but 
also all management through 
the c-level corner office. The 
resulting work is a blend of  
Daren’s 25 plus years of  pro-
fessional experience ’in the 
corporate trenches’ in com-
bination with his coauthor’s 
20 years of  experience as an 
employment attorney and 
consultant. Daren is a frequent 

TU alumni and friends attended the World Cup in Brazil last summer to cheer on the USA. Pictured 
outside Estadio Amazonia in Manaus prior to the USA versus Portugal game are Binoy Agarwal 
(BSBA ’01, MBA ’06), president of  the Alumni Association, Amit Gupta, Wes Branstetter (BSBA 
’06, MBA ’08) and Jeffrey Rudd (BSBA ’01).

Anna LaMore (BSN ’13) and Peter Burton (BMG ’13) were married on May 17, 2014, in St. Louis. Pictured with the bride and 
groom are Kate Pickering (BSN ’13), Lauren O’Hearne (BSBA ’13), Kate Schafer (BSBA ’13), Alayna Doiron (BA ’13), 
Michael Merritt (BMG ’13), Logan Starker (BCE ’13), Curran Merrigan (BA ’13), Abram Stewart (BSBA ’13, BA 
’13, BIL ’13), Justin Leatherwood (BA ’14), Kayla Swan (BA ’14), Kristen Weidner (BMG ’11), Natalie Meyle (BA 
’13), David Gresham (BSBA ’83), Michael LeRoy (BCE ’12), McKenzie Barbo (current student), Arianna Johnson (BA ’14), 
Matthew Fuld (BMG ’11), Grant Shiver (BMG ’11), Joe Wilkinson (BSBA ’13), Jeremy Massey (BCE ’13), Caitlin 
Ellison Massey (BSN ’14), Patrick Schell (BPE ’10), Ryan Merritt (BMG ’11), Bryan Wertz (BMG ’13), Rorie Cox-
Steib (BA ’13), Megan Kirby (BSBA ’13) and Roy Bell (BS ’69). The couple resides in Dearborn, Mich., where Anna works as a 
registered nurse, and Peter is a product development engineer for The Ford Motor Company.
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Alumni in Houston gathered for a reception in June featuring speakers 
Vice President of  Institutional Advancement Kayla Acebo and Vice 
President and Director of  Athletics Derrick Gragg. Photographed are 
Renee White, Jordan Friesen (BSBA ’06), Keith Nodskov 
(BSBBA ’04), Jane Nodskov and Sarah Hermosillo (BSBA ’09, 
MBA ’10).

presenter at corporate events, 
both general and breakout ses-
sions, on human resource and 
leadership skills. 

Ruby Dove Loftin (BA ’89) 
received her master’s degree 
in museum studies from the 
University of  Oklahoma in 
May 2014. 

1990s

Richard DeBerry (JD 
’92), who is a shareholder at 
McDonald Sanders, has been 
selected as a “2014 Texas 
Super Lawyer” by Thomson 
Reuters in the area of  business 
litigation. Richard’s practice 
includes an emphasis on real 
estate, condemnation/eminent 
domain, construction law, rail-
road and commercial contract 
disputes. His years of  practice 
have earned him broad-based 
federal and state court litiga-
tion experience.

Linda VanArkel-Greubel 
(JD ’96) has joined MidFirst 
Private Bank in Tulsa as vice 
president and trust officer.

Jeff  Gaffen (BA ’97) per-
formed with TAPES Fine 

Arts in Bixby, Okla., in the 
musical Bye, Bye, Birdie as the 
lead, Albert Peterson, in July 
2014. Jeff  is beginning his 

second season as host of  RSU 
Public television’s high school 
academic team game show I 
Want Answers. He has returned 
to teaching high school and is 
now beginning his first year 
teaching math at Claremore 
High School and starting his 
18th year of  teaching. 

David Durand (BSBA 
’98) has role of  lead project 
manager at CenturyLink. He 
has worked for the company 
out of  their St. Louis office 
since 2001 and has taken on 
multiple roles during his time 
with the technology firm.  
David’s current role involves 
managing the company’s 
portfolio of  product offer-
ings. The most recent and 
cutting edge product offering 
is the CenturyLink Cloud. 
More details regarding the 
CenturyLink Cloud product 
are online at www.centurylink-
cloud.com.  

Robert Brandon Hulette 
(BS ’98) was certified as a reg-
istrant of  the National Registry 
of  Certified Microbiologists 
(NRCM). On June 20, 2014, 
he became certified as a 
specialist microbiologist in 
Biological Safety Microbiology.

Matthew Wilburn King 
(BA ’98) was selected as a 
2014 Kinship Conservation 
Fellow. Matthew joined 17 
conservation leaders from 
10 countries in Bellingham, 
Wash., for a month-long 
fellowship in July where 
he explored market-based 
approaches to environmental 
issues. Matthew will be 
representing the Living 
GREEN foundation as the 
organization’s president and 
chairman of  the board. More 
information about Matthew’s 
work is online at www.
matthewkingphd.com. He 
currently resides in Boulder, 
Colo.

Madison Easley (BME ’12) married Martin Green (BEP ’12) in Sharp Chapel on November 
23, 2013. Several alumni were in the wedding, including Briana Howland (BME ’12), Scott Gove 
(BA ’12, MA ’14), and Spencer Mayberry (BA ’10).
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Austin Abu, Jr. (BS ’05) is pictured 
with his wife, Tiara Hunter Abu (BA 
’04), and their children Ayden and Micah. 
Tiara is the founder and principal of  KIPP 
Victory Academy, which celebrated its grand 
opening on August 7, 2014. This is the 
first KIPP Elementary School in the city 
of  St. Louis. The school will educate 220 
kindergarten and first grade students during 
its first year. The school will eventually serve 
kindergarten through fourth grade.

J.D. Hanisch (BSBA ’10, MBA ’13) 
and Andrew Henderson (BSBA ’10) 
climbed to the summit of  The Mount of  the 
Holy Cross. The two met up in Colorado over 
the Fourth of  July to kayak, camp and hike.

Caitlin Ellison (BSN ’14) and Jeremy Massey (BCE ’13) were married on May 24, 2014, in Tulsa at Gilcrease Museum. Pictured 
with the bride and groom are Molly Ellison (current student), McKenzie Barbo (current student), Rorie Cox-Steib (BA ’13), Josh Massey 
(current student), Abram Stewart (BSBA ’13, BA ’13, BIL ’13) and Logan Starker (BCE ’13). The couple resides in Owasso, Okla.

Meghan Giffin (BSP ’01, MS ’03) 
made qualifying times and competed at the 
August 2014 Fina World Championships of  
Swimming in Montreal, Quebec. Meghan is 
ranked in the top 50 swimmers in the world 
in several events. She swims and competes 
around the country, and now world, with 
Rose Bowl Aquatics of  Pasadena, Calif.
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Hillary Stuart (BSBA ’14) and Justin Rankin (BS ’14) were married on May 24, 2014, in Tulsa. Pictured with the bride and groom 
are Rachel Lee (BS ’10), Maggie Turek (BA ’14), Cayli St. Gemme (BMG ’14), Kathleen Burch (BSBA ’13), Matthew 
Wright (BPE ’13), Riley Mitchell (BSBA ’14), Jonathan Rankin (BSBA ’13) and Jake Rankin (current student).

Alumni and friends in the Los Angeles Chapter gathered for a summer beach party 
in August. Photographed are Lu Frew (BS ’84), former chapter president Joe 
Pistoia (BS ’70, MS ’72), current chapter president Meghan Giffin 
(BSP ’01, MS ’03), Stephen Nimick (BEE ’11), Sue Morrel (BSBA 
’01, MBA ’03) and Terre Frank (BS ’74, MBA ’78).

The Oklahoma City Chapter of  the Alumni Association hosted 
a happy hour event in August on the rooftop at the Oklahoma 
City Museum of  Art. Pictured are Kelly Masters-
Newton (JD ’06) and Kelli Kelso (JD ’07). 
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Nate Williams (JD ’98) is 
a labor relations consultant 
for the Ohio Education 
Association (OEA/NEA), liv-
ing in Columbus, Ohio. This 
position involves represent-
ing local teacher unions in 
negotiating collective bargain-
ing agreements with school 
districts in Ohio, represent-
ing members in disciplinary 
actions and arbitration hear-
ing, and advising local unions 
in governance, advocacy, 
and public relations. Nate 
has been a presenter at the 
annual Collective Bargaining 
Conference and the OEA 
Summer Academy. 

2000s
Elizabeth Beaubien (BA 
’00) moved back to Tulsa to 
become an anchor of  2NEWS 
Today on KJRH-TV Channel 
2. Elizabeth has been honored 
with Emmy awards for “Best 

Newscast” and nominated for 
the prestigious award for “On-
Camera Talent: Anchor” and 
for a series of  human interest 
stories she reported in New 
York City. She also received 
an AP award for her reporting 
of  a murder investigation near 
Monroe, La. 

Lechelle Calderwood (BFA 
’01, BA ’01), longtime graphic 
designer, now teaches design 
and advertising at Canadian 
Valley Technology Center, 
which is part of  the Okla-
homa CareerTech system.

Caseylee Jones Lipscomb 
(BA ’01) married Carey Coats 
in May 2013. Both Casey 
and Carey are captains in the 
U.S. Air Force presently serv-
ing in Afghanistan. They are 
stationed in Warner Robbins, 
Ga. 

Chad McLain (JD ’01) 
received the 2014 Gary C. 

Clark Distinguished Service 
Award from the Tulsa County 
Bar Association. The Gary 
C. Clark Award is given to an 
individual who has provided 
extraordinary service to the 
Bar and who is recognized for 
their notable contributions to 
the legal world.

Calvin Matthews (JD ’05) 
joined Armstrong Teasdale of  
St. Louis as a partner in the 
firm’s corporate services prac-
tice group.

Calvin Michael Moniz 
(BSBA ’06, MBA ’08) was 
named president of  the 
Young Professionals Board 
of  the Cystic Fibrosis Sooner 
Chapter as well as the organi-
zation’s state advocacy chair. 
Additionally, he has been 
appointed to a three-year 
term with the Tulsa Historical 
Society.

Serena “Ree” Wilson-
Griffin (JD ’06) became SSM 

Health Care Corporations’ 
sole employment attorney 
with the title of  assistant 
general counsel of  labor and 
employment. 

Justin Morgan (BSB ’07) 
completed his residency at the 
University of  Kansas School 
of  Medicine-Wichita Family 
Medicine Residency Program 
at Via Christi in Wichita. 

Kristina Corona (BA ’09) 
was recognized as one of  the 
National Soccer Coaches 
Association of  America “30 
Under 30” award winners. 
Kristina played soccer at TU 
before playing two seasons in 
the Women’s Premier Soccer 
League (WSPL) for the Fort 
Worth Panthers. She is cur-
rently the head women’s soc-
cer coach at Austin College in 
Austin, Texas.

Deborah Reed (JD ’09) was 
appointed as a business law 
ambassador for the Business 
Law Section of  the American 
Bar Association. Deborah is 
also an officer of  the Indian 
Law and the Government 
and Administrative Law 
Sections of  the Oklahoma Bar 
Association and a member 
of  the Cherokee Nation Bar 
Association.

2010s
Paul E. Cassat (BA ’11) has 
joined the law firm of  Husch 
Blackwell LLP of  St. Louis 
in the Banking and Finance 
group. Paul received his J.D. 
from the University of  Kansas 
School of  Law in 2014 where 
he earned a Business and 
Commercial Law Certificate, 
graduated Order of  the Coif  
and received the C.C. Stewart 
Award. 

Diane Hernandez (JD ’14) 
has joined Tulsa law firm Hall 
Estill as one of  three new 
associates.

Bob Mogelnicki (BSBA ’78), Nevyle Cable (BS ’77), Ryan Henry (BSBA ’07), Steve 
August (BS ’86, MS ’92), Mark Cohlmia and Kyle Phillips (BSBA ’78) participated in the inaugural 
“Kick-Off  Classic” sponsored by Oklahoma Celebrity Charities, featuring a competition between TU, OU and 
OSU at the Cherokee Hills Golf  Course. The TU team won the trophy by one shot.
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Chase McBride (BSBA ’10) married Rachel Lee (BS ’10) on August 9, 2014. TU alumni in the wedding were Calvin Moniz 
(BSBA ’06, MBA ’08), John Gray (BSBA ’10), Dave Marshall (BA ’08), Matt Hosie (BMG ’10), Ashley Aitken (former student) 
and The Honorable Terry McBride (JD ’79).

The Tulsa Chapter of  
the Alumni Association 
celebrated at the annual 
Changing of  the Guard 
Dinner to thank John 
Williams (BS ’88, JD 
’92) for his service as Tulsa 
Chapter President, along 
with members whose terms 
are expiring. Lucinda 
Rojas Ross (BA ’06) 
assumed her role as chapter 
president for the 2014-16 
term. Alumni who joined 
the Tulsa Chapter Board 
include John Gray (BSBA 
’10), Tom King (BS ’76), 
Jennifer Laeger (BS 
’01), Angela Monroe 
(JD ’10), Emily Cooper 
Reh (BSBA ’09, MEB ’14), 
Anna Studenny (BSBA 
’02) and Andrea Weber 
(BSBA ’88). 



47F A L L  2 0 1 4

Lois Elizabeth Taylor 
Bartlett, May 15, 2014

Paul E. Beaupré, June 9, 2014
Dewey Edward “Eddie” 

Berryhill, June 20, 2014
Gerald D. Blankenship, June 

25, 2014
Katherine Jane “Kay” 

Bracken, June 27, 2014
Melissa Fay Corn, June 12, 

2014
J. Lawrence Cox, July 8, 2014
Colleen M. Crutchmer, April 

14, 2014
Stephen F. “Steve” Dale, July 

23, 2014
Richard Elliott Dixon, June 

8, 2014
London J. Farley, June 20, 2014
Edwin Gene Hill, June 17, 2014
Jacquelyne Sue Johnson 

Hughes, July 1, 2014
Kenneth Karl Kemper, May 

23, 2014
Jo Ellen “Jody” Kirberger, 

June 4, 2014
Marilynn Joyce Lane, June 8, 

2014
Constance Joan “Conny” 

Lucas, July 9, 2014
Cecil Massa, July 28, 2014
Dorothy M. Mildren, May 19, 

2014
Paul N. Moffett, June 7, 2014
William P.  Moran, former TU 

associate professor of  physics 
and Faculty Fellow, June 6, 2014

Margaret “Ann” Kirberger 
Nelson, June 29, 2014

Kristen J. “Kris” Nichols, 
May 16, 2014

Phillip M. Niles, June 12, 2014
Dedra Kirk Norwood, June 

28, 2014
Sam Powell, June 8, 2014
Jean Risser, May 1, 2014
Paul G. Risser, July 10, 2014
Marilyn Hall Robinson, May 

24, 2014
Priscilla W. Seibert, June 14, 

2014
Joyce Arrington Smith, July 

16, 2014
Ronald Dean “Ronnie” 

Smith, July 23, 2014
Barbara I. Whiteley, former 

TU senior secretary, July 10, 
2014

Lois Pauline Williams, former 
TU employee, May 4, 2014

Lois Joan Young-Fike, June 12, 
2014

Elaine Schaefer Aston, July 
31, 2014

Raymond L. Boaz, July 8, 
2014

Richard Eldon Bradley, May 
2, 2014

Richard Buzard, July 19, 
2014

Christopher D. Corcoran, 
July 26, 2014

Howard C. Davis, June 7, 
2014

Barbara Hansford Farley, 
May 15, 2014

Harry Cole Freeman, July 
4, 2014

Jack T. Gamble, July 3, 2014
Dorothy Juanita Garroutte-

Willett, July 19, 2014
Marlon K. George, July 22, 

2014
Marvorie Newell Hannis, 

July 10, 2014
Jeff  L. Henshaw, June 27, 

2014
Billy Gene Hill, May 13, 

2014
Cindy Warren Hill, June 8, 

2014
Wilbur Dale Jones, May 14, 

2014
James E. Kraft, July 22, 2014
Jane Johnston Lamm, May 

4, 2014
Donald Myron Mann, June 

14, 2014
John G. Mavris, June 7, 2014
Elva Maria Soriano 

Medina, May 17, 2014
Paul W. Muratet, June 23, 

2014
Faye Ann Newby, June 9, 

2014
John W. “Jack” Paul, April 

23, 2014
James R. “J.R.” Pearman, 

May 13, 2014
Donald E. “Don” Philliber, 

May 28, 2014
Alice Toler Veley, May 20, 

2014
James E. “Jim” Watkins, 

June 6, 2014
Jacqueline Edmonds 

“Jackie” Woolslayer, July 
31, 2014

Friends, Faculty & Staff
Florest Enola Arduser, July 

27, 2014
Thelma M. Bagwell, June 

26, 2014

Tributes may be submitted through the Online Community at 
TUAlumni.com, or by e-mail to tualumni@utulsa.edu. If  a family 
member who is not an alumnus/a would like to receive a copy of  the 
online tribute, please send a request to tualumni@utulsa.edu, or call 
918-631-2555.

Alumni
Bradley Stewart Alprin 

(MBA ’75), June 7, 2014
William R. “Bill” Bebout (BS 

’67, JD ’69), July 19, 2014
William Sterling “Duke” 

Bennett (BS ’85), January 4, 
2014

Elizabeth Jane Berwald (BA 
’64), January 28, 2014

Margery Wible Boyer (BS 
’47), July 28, 2014

Randall A. “Randy” 
Breshears (JD ’79), July 23, 
2014

George “Paul” Brignac (JD 
’92), June 17, 2014

Reita Meyer Bussan (BS ’45), 
May 3, 2014

Billy Joe Cagle (BA ’50), 
December 5, 2007

Sally Sanderson Campbell 
(MA ’76), May 29, 2014

Leslie S. “Pete” Clark (BS 
’45), June 23, 2014

Lucile F. Ryan Darby (BA 
’39), June 20, 2014

Patricia Louise “Patti” 
D’Arcy (BFA ’49), July 23, 
2014

Edward S. Dumit (BA 
’51, MA ’57), Retired TU 
Associate Professor Meritus 
of  Communication, June 20, 
2014

Marie Dickason Dysart (BA 
’56), June 22, 2014

John A. Elkin (BS ’56), June 
23, 2014

John L. Ferguson (JD ’64), 
June 13, 2014

Bert Monroe Grigg (JD ’55), 
June 11, 2014

George S. Henry, Jr. (MA ’56), 
February 11, 2014

Alva Vernon “Bud” Hudgens 
(BS ’63), June 29, 2014

Maher Mohammed Abdulla 
Ibrahim (MBA ’75), June 
22, 2014

A. Scott Jackson (BA ’74), 
November 19, 2013

Ronald William Kindrick 
(BS ’58), June 25, 2014

Pat Skeehan King (BS ’46), 
May 11, 2014

Leslie Warren Kinser (MBA 
’54), former TU lecturer in 
accounting, June 23, 2014

Harry Gregory Latham (BS 
’60), May 2, 2014

Holcomb B. Latting, Jr. (JD 
’50), August 1, 2014

Bob Clinton Lees (BM ’54), 
May 5, 2014

Joe Walton Lemley (EDD ’69), 
July 2, 2014

Joseph P. Lennart (BS ’69, 
JD ’81), former TU adjunct 
professor, July 26, 2014

Jacquetta Ernestine 
“Jacque” McCraw (BS ’70), 
June 13, 2014

Leon Olind McNabb, Jr. (BS 
’60), January 5, 2014

Linda Graham Michaels (BS 
’90), June 2, 2014

Jack Dwayne Moseley (BS 
’62), June 28, 2014

William F. Mudon (JD ’83), 
June 12, 2014

Frederick Nelson “Fred” 
Murray (BS ’57), July 20, 
2014

Majid Navidi (MS ’53), June 
20, 2014

Donald M. Neville (BS ’58), 
May 2, 2014

Julieann Levengood Phillips 
(BA ’63), April 27, 2014

Jim N. Prewett (BA ’53), June 
6, 2014

Terrence P. “Terry” Quinn 
(MBA ’82), May 19, 2014

Louis R. “Bob” Reeder (MS 
’71), July 27, 2014

Douglas Baxter “Jerry” 
Ruddle (BA ’57, JD ’61), 
June 12, 2014

Harvey Rushing (BA ’66), 
November, 2013

Richard C. Ryan (BA ’57), 
May 6, 2014

William Knox Schreiber (BS 
’69), November 6, 2013

Constance Propst “Connie” 
Scott (BME ’57), May 10, 
2014

Leland H. Sharp (BS ’59), 
April 29, 2014

Inder Raj Singhal (BS ’75, 
MS ’79), June 24, 2014

George Allen Smith (BS ’46), 
January 9, 2014

James Wasson “George” 
Smith (BS ’79, JD ’82), June 
13, 2014

Richard W. “Rich” Snorf (BS 
’77), June 20, 2014

Billy Dan Stout (BA ’63), 
August 7, 2012 

R. Dale Tull (BS ’52, MS ’53), 
May 21, 2014

Robert A. “Bob” 
Wattenbarger (BS ’58, MS 
’65), May 9, 2014

Joseph Lionel Weddington 
(BS ’71), July 11, 2014

Jon Thomas Wilcox (BS ’51), 
July 15, 2014

Ralph Wille, Jr. (BS ’62), May 
3, 2014

Charlotte Frichot Wood (MS 
’66), May 24, 2014

Former Students
Frances Marie Cole 

Anderson, June 25, 2014
Wayne William “Bill” 

A’Neal, June 21, 2014
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The modern John
The backdrop of  many college memories, 

John Mabee Hall, nicknamed “The John,” 
has housed male TU students for the past 
five decades. Shortly after students bid 
their farewells for the 2014 summer break, 
construction crews began a crash course 
remodel that concluded just in time for the fall 
semester.

One of  The John’s newest features is Club 
Mabee, a spacious center for studying, leisure 
and socializing in the hall’s basement. A neon 
blue Club Mabee sign on the room’s far wall is 
complemented with changing LED lights that 
frame the space. Multiple big-screen TVs hang 
on a wall covered in decoupage Tulsa and TU 
art. Stylish, tall countertops and bar stools mix 
with modern couches, chairs and accent tables 
for clean lines and a modern design.

From movie nights to social events, Club 
Mabee is one of  The John’s main attractions, 
but renovations also included new air systems, 
an updated main floor lobby, freshly painted 
resident rooms and refurbished bathrooms. 
New functionality combines with a touch 
of  luxury to accommodate students in TU’s 
iconic John Mabee Hall.



bookend



the university of

800 South Tucker Drive
Tulsa, OK 74104-9700

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
TULSA, OK

PERMIT NO. 147

March 26, 2015, 7:30 p.m.

Donald W. Reynolds Center

UCLA Professor Jared Diamond, Pulitzer-Prize winning 
author of  Guns, Germs, and Steel, is the next speaker 
in the TU Presidential Lecture Series. 

Diamond has authored several books, including New York Times 
bestseller Collapse, The World Until Yesterday and The Third Chimpanzee.

Book signing to follow lecture.

www.utulsa.edu/pls

Jared Diamond

P r e s i d e n t i a l  L e c t u r e  S e r i e s

Join us for an evening with


