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Memorabilia 
comes in many 
forms that help tell 
the TU story: programs, 
uniforms, t-shirts, Greek 
items, photos 

INFORMATION CENTRAL
OFFICIAL HOMECOMINg HEADquARTERs & HERITAgE 
HOspITALITy

While on campus, stop by Homecoming Headquarters in Collins Hall. You can pick up 
your Homecoming t-shirts, enjoy refreshments, view the TU heritage displays and get 
general information about campus today. We also encourage you to consider donating to 
the TU Heritage collection by dropping off any TU memorabilia you may have in your attic 
or closet. 

The hospitality room will be open Friday, October 15, 9:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., and Saturday, 
October 16, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Collins Hall is located at 2905 East 8th Street. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONs
The official hotel for Homecoming 2010 is the Crowne Plaza in downtown 

Tulsa, located at 100 East 2nd Street. To reserve a room at a discounted 
rate (from $89 per night), please call (918) 582-9000, or 800-971-4654 by 

Friday, October 1. You may also book online at www.crowneplaza.com/
tulsaok.

HOMECOMINg 2010 T-sHIRTs
Homecoming 2010 t-shirts are only $15! The shirt 

is TU blue and features the Homecoming 2010 logo. 
To order t-shirts and tickets online, please use the 

official Homecoming registration. 

HOMECOMINg EvENT sCHEDuLE

Wednesday, October 13
sOCIETy OF WOMEN ENgINEERs ALuMNI LuNCHEON
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Allen Chapman Activity Center, Gallery Room

WOW (WORsHIp ON WEDNEsDAy) 
12:00 p.m., Sharp Memorial Chapel
After the service, lunch will be served.

Friday, October 15
22nd annUal tU letteRMen’s association 
gOLF OuTINg
7:30 a.m. Morning Shotgun Start
11:30 a.m. TU Lettermen’s Association Lunch
1:00 p.m. Afternoon Shotgun Start
Battle Creek Golf Club

RegistRation 
DEADLINE Is FRIDAy, 
OCTObER 8, 2010

Each fall, The University of Tulsa celebrates 
Homecoming as a time for alumni to return to 
campus, relive fond memories, and reconnect 
with their college experience. On October 15-16, 
TU will “Celebrate Our Heritage” as we welcome 
back thousands of returning alumni and friends 
during Homecoming 2010.  

Inside this publication, you will find a 
comprehensive list of many great activities 
planned for our students and alumni during 

All events, locations and times are subject to change. Please check the TU Alumni and Friends Web 
site at www.TUAlumni.com for an updated schedule of events and to register online. The registration 
deadline is Friday, October 8, 2010.

Visit WWW.TuALuMNI.COM/HOMECOMINg for a more detailed 
and updated calendar of events and to register online, or call 

(918) 631-2555, or toll free at 1-800-219-4688.
You may also reach our office via e-mail at TUAlumni@utulsa.edu.

the tU football squad 
was victorious in the 
1945 orange Bowl. 

OFFICIAL HOMECOMINg HEADquARTERs & 
HERITAgE HOspITALITy
9:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., Collins Hall

WALkINg CAMpus TOuRs
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Depart from Collins Hall

FREE LAW CLE – FACuLTy & ALuMNI sHOWCAsE 
sERIEs WITH bILL CARMODy (JD ’88)
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
John Rogers Hall, Price & Turpen Courtroom 
Space is limited. Lunch is provided for those 
who register.

CELEbRATE OuR HERITAgE 
Homecoming 2010. Make sure that you check 
www.TUAlumni.com for the latest information 
about activities. 

In keeping with the “Celebrate Our Heritage” 
theme, you will also find items from TU’s 
Heritage Collection as well as alumni who tell 
about some of their most cherished TU-related 
memorabilia within these pages. 

We look forward to seeing you on campus, 
October 15-16.
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TOuR OF pAT CAsE 
dining centeR at 

FIsHER HALL (formerly Twin Towers)

1:00 p.m., Depart from Collins 
Hall

COLLEgE RECEpTIONs
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Take this great opportunity to meet the 
faculty, staff, and administration.

n  Arts and Sciences Reception
 Phillips Hall, Alexandre Hogue Gallery
n  Engineering and Natural Sciences College 

Reception
 Keplinger Hall, Lower Level
n  Collins College of Business Reception
 2nd floor tower lobby of Helmerich Hall

TOuR OF H. A. CHApMAN sTADIuM AND CAsE ATHLETIC 
COMpLEx
3:00 p.m., under the west stands at H. A. Chapman 

Stadium

WOMEN’s sOCCER vs. 
MEMpHIs
5:00 p.m., Hurricane 
Soccer and Track Stadium

pEp RALLy AND bONFIRE
7:00 p.m., The U 
Kick-off Homecoming 2010 
and celebrate Hurricane 
pride at the annual bonfire 
and pep rally! Bring 
the entire family and be 
entertained by the Sound of 
the Golden Hurricane, Captain 
Cane, the Spirit Squad, and a 
spectacular fireworks display that 
will light up the sky. 

tU letteRMen’s association all-
spORTs RECEpTION 
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., 
Donald W. Reynolds Center, President’s Suite

MEN’s sOCCER vs. MARsHALL
8:00 p.m., Hurricane Soccer and Track Stadium

HOOps MANIA
8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m., Donald W. Reynolds Center
Hoops Mania tips off the 100th season of TU 
men’s basketball. It’s the first official day of 
practice for collegiate basketball teams, and TU 
fans will get the very first glimpse of the 2010-11 
Tulsa Golden Hurricane.

Tu ON TAp pARTy 
9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
McNellie’s Sidebar, 409 East 1st Street
Join TU alumni for the sixth annual TU on Tap! 
Light hors d’oeuvres will be available, and there 
is no charge for this event. Register today 
because space is limited! Alumni of all ages 
are invited. 

Saturday, October 16
LEgACy INFORMATION sEssION AND 
CAMpus TOuR spONsORED by THE OFFICE 
OF ADMIssION
10:00 a.m., Collins Hall, 
Burt B. Holmes Board Room

OFFICIAL HOMECOMINg HEADquARTERs & 
HERITAgE HOspITALITy
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Collins Hall

gOLD MEDALLION sOCIETy bRuNCH 
(FORMERLy THE FIFTy yEARs OR MORE bRuNCH)

10:30 a.m., Allen Chapman Activity Center, 
Great Hall
The University of Tulsa honors the Class 
of 1960 as they are inducted into the Gold 
Medallion Society. Cost for the brunch is 
$20. Tickets must be purchased in advance 

Bobblehead ’cane was sent in appreciation of 2002 season 
ticket holders. 
Thanks to Mike Dodson ’80 for loaning this heritage item.

Parent and Family Weekend 
Events
All parents, new and returning, will want to attend TU Parent and 
Family Weekend 2010 on October 15 - 16, 2010, being held in 
conjunction with Homecoming.  Please contact Laura McNeese 
at (918) 631-2967, or lesmith@utulsa.edu with any questions.  For 

a complete listing of Parent and Family Weekend events, visit www.
utulsa.edu/parents. 

Student Association Events
For a listing of Student Association Homecoming events, visit www.

utulsa.edu/sa.  

Gailard Sartain ’69 
Gailard studied commercial design at TU and 
was greatly influenced by his professors who 
helped develop his artistic career. He went 
on to establish his reputation as an actor and 
an artist, including this poster he created 
for the 2001 Tulsa International Mayfest art 
festival. Mayfest includes artists from around 
the world including many TU alumni.

 

through Homecoming registration. 
Tickets will be extended as a courtesy to all law 
alumni on behalf of Dean Janet Levit. College 
of Law graduates from 1960 and earlier will be 
seated together. For law alumni reservations, 

please contact the 
Office of Law 
Alumni Relations 
at (918) 631-3320.
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Lighter that plays 
tU fight song 
when wound up, 
circa 1960s. 



sIxTH ANNuAL 
HOMECOMINg CHILI 

COOk-OFF
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Keplinger Hall, Lower Level
Presented by the College of 

Engineering and Natural Sciences

OFFICIAL HOMECOMINg TENT pARTy spONsORED by THE 
alUMni association 
3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., Chapman Commons
Alumni and friends are invited to the Official 
Homecoming Tent Party on Chapman Commons. 
Hot dogs and refreshments will be provided FREE 
while they last. Enjoy TU friends, music, and fun 

inflatables for the kids. After the party, cheer on the 
Golden Hurricane as they play the Tulane Green 
Wave. Reserved Homecoming game tickets are 
$17 and are only available through Homecoming 
registration. All other tickets may be purchased at 
www.tulsahurricane.com. 

gOLDEN HuRRICANE CLub MEMbERs pRE-gAME 
Meal 

3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., Chapman Commons
For more information, contact the Golden Hurricane 
Club Office at (918) 631-2342.

Tu FOOTbALL vs. TuLANE gREEN WAvE
6:00 p.m., H. A. Chapman Stadium

Sunday, October 17
sT. pHILIp NERI NEWMAN CATHOLIC CENTER ALuMNI 
MAss AND bRuNCH
10:00 a.m., St. Philip Neri Catholic Center, 5th Street and 
Florence Avenue

WOMEN’s sOCCER vs. uAb
1:00 p.m., Hurricane Soccer and Track Stadium

COpy OF THE 1943 
FOOTbALL guIDE 

As an unofficial ambassador for The University of Tulsa, no 
one else has quite the global reach of Don Tomkalski.

For the last 26 years, Tomkalski has served as director of 
athletic media relations, working daily with sportswriters and 
broadcasters who can reach millions around the world. He 
takes pride in providing accurate and timely information to the 
media, ensuring that journalists have a positive TU experience 
before, during, and after the game.

Tomkalski, known as “DT”, has given dedicated service to 
TU and Golden Hurricane athletics. Through his many 80-plus 
hour weeks, including 20-hour days during peak times, DT 
consistently highlights the accomplishments of student-athletes 
both on and off the field. Named associate athletic director 
for communication two years ago, Tomkalski oversees all 
marketing and communications for 18 varsity sports. He also 
supervises the Golden Hurricane cheer squads. 

DT’s selection as 2010 Mr. Homecoming is a well-deserved 
honor, say his former and current colleagues.

“Don Tomkalski may be the hardest-working person I have 
had the pleasure to work with,” said TU Athletic Director 
Bubba Cunningham. “His ability to manage multiple tasks, 
multiple coaches and multiple personalities is remarkable.”

Dale McNamara, former TU women’s golf coach, noted: 
“He has always been there for the athletes. His sincerity and 
caring for these young people have always been amazing.”

Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, Tomkalski has been a 
sports buff from an early age, including more than seven years 
as a ball boy for the Cleveland Cavaliers. After high school, 
he attended St. Thomas (Fla.) University in Miami, seeking 
warmer weather and a sports management degree, which 
he earned in 1983. After completing a six-month internship 
in the publicity office for the Detroit Pistons, he became 
sports information assistant at TU. Five months later, he was 
appointed sports information director, and he has filled that 
role ever since.

Homecoming is one of DT’s favorite TU events.
“Homecoming has always been really special for 

me. It’s great to see these kids again and see how 
accomplished they are,” he said. “They have a great 
time seeing all the changes here at TU — the new 
athletic facilities and the campus in general.”

Tomkalski is quick to give credit for 
his professional success to the athletic 
department staff and his wife, Gary Ann, 
with whom he recently celebrated 19 
years of marriage.

MR. HOMECOMINg

Kerry Freeman ’57, ’58, chair, TU Alumni 
Association Heritage Committee
Hillary Dees,  executive director of Homecoming 
Programming, TU Student Association
Kerry displays a 1956 Kappa Sigma stein donated 
by the late Dan Dougherty ’56. Hillary is sporting a 
Chi Omega t-shirt and holding a “Go Greek” t-shirt, 
which are both “heritage of the future” items.
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their closets and attics for some of these long-
forgotten TU-related items that may be donated 
to the university for its Heritage Collection.

Every TU-related item has significance, so 
don’t overlook anything from your college days. 
Your TU memorabilia will be properly preserved 
and may be used in the university’s heritage 
displays. If you are not quite ready to part with 
your treasures, we would be pleased to receive 
them on loan for a few months where they will be 
displayed securely.

For more information about donating or 
loaning heritage items, please contact the 
TU Alumni Office at (918) 631-2555, or 
www.TUAlumni.com/heritage. 

CELEbRATINg Tu’s  pROuD HERITAgE
n  a shirt commemorating an organization’s get-

together 
n  a souvenir cup from a bowl game
n  a program from a music performance or 

campus theatre production 
n  a poster advertising a popular campus event, or 
n  uniforms: cheer, band, spirit squad, athletics. 

These collectibles not only defined your time 
at TU; they’re also tangible evidence that tell the 
university’s distinctive story. 

The university is asking all alumni to check 

During your time as a 
student, you probably 
accumulated countless 
items that were 
milestones of your TU 
experience:



By all accounts, 1907 was noteworthy.  
What had been known as Indian Territory 
became Oklahoma, the 46th state. Vast 
oil reserves had been discovered right 
outside Tulsa, and the city boomed.

Tulsa’s leading businessmen, who 
formed the Tulsa Commercial Club, knew 
that an instituion of higher learning would 
only benefit their city. Fortunately, a few 
miles away, a small private school in the 
Creek (Muscogee) Nation was for sale.  

Tulsans weren’t the only ones eager 
to purchase the college. Guthrie, 
Wynnewood, Enid, Chickasha, Shawnee, 
El Reno and Muskogee also put in bids 
for the struggling college, which had its 
origins as the Presbyterian School for 
Indian Girls. 

The Tulsa Commercial Club prevailed, 
and the May 14, 1907 Daily World 
headlines proclaimed in one-inch letters: 
“TULSA GETS $200,000 COLLEGE.”  
So, the same year that Indian Territory 
became the newest state, Henry Kendall 
College moved to the city whose name it 
would eventually bear.

In just over a decade, TU has experienced a season 
of unprecedented growth both of its national reputation 
and of its physical campus. U.S. News & World Report’s 
2009 edition of its annual America’s Best Colleges, named 

TU 83rd among the nation’s 
doctoral colleges and 
universities and 47th among 
private schools. TU was also 
listed in the USA Today and 
Princeton Review’s 2009 
survey of Top 50 Colleges for 
Best Value.

The campus’ physical 
growth has kept pace 
with its reputation with 
the construction of the 
Donald W. Reynolds 
Center, the Mabee Legal 
Information Center, 
Boesche Legal Clinic, 

Fulton & 
Susie Collins Fitness Center, Michael 
D. Case Tennis Center, Case Athletic Complex, 
renovation and expansion of Sharp Memorial Chapel, 
renovation and expansion of H.A. Chapman Stadium 
and numerous on-campus apartments for upperclassmen, 
graduate and law students.

The campus continues with major construction 
projects currently underway including the Roxana Rozsa 
and Robert Eugene Lorton Performance Center and the 
engineering expansion project, which includes J. Newton 
Rayzor Hall, Stephenson Hall, and Samson Plaza.

THEN
TuLsA pOpuLATION: 7,298

gOOD FORTuNE
Tulsa claimed the title, “Oil Capital of the World,” when 
the Glenn Pool reserves in Red Fork became the richest 
known oilfield anywhere. Tulsa experienced enormous 
growth and optimism.

HENRy kENDALL COLLEgE 
pREsIDENT
Rev. Arthur Grant Evans, the college’s third president, 
had the task of finding new students for the school 
when it moved from Muskogee. Ads in the Tulsa papers 
promised a strong faculty and instruction leading to three 
degrees.

FACuLTy
7 (paid); 4 fine arts instructors worked on commission

NuMbER OF sTuDENTs: 35

INTERIM CAMpus
First Presbyterian Church offered its pastor’s study as 
the president’s office. The sanctuary and a 20' x 80' shed 
served as classrooms.

FIRsT CAMpus sTRuCTuREs
Contracted for in December 1907, the Administration 
Building — later named Kendall Hall — cost about 
$40,000 and opened in August 1908. Robertson Hall, a 
girl’s dormitory, opened next.

NOW
TuLsA pOpuLATION: 591,982

sTILL gROWINg
Tulsa’s newest attractions include the BOK 
Center, which hosts celebrity performers and 
is home to professional sports teams. ONEOK 
Field is the new home of the Tulsa Drillers 
baseball team.

THE uNIvERsITy OF TuLsA
pREsIDENT

Under the leadership of Dr. Steadman 
Upham, the university’s 17th president, TU’s 
reputation and campus continue to grow, 
while the university’s outreach burgeons. TU 
partnered with the city of Tulsa to manage 
Gilcrease Museum, forming a synergetic 
relationship that benefits the city, Gilcrease and 
TU students and faculty. Through its TrueBlue 
Neighbor initiative, the university provides 
thousands of volunteer hours to its Kendall-
Whittier neighbor.

FACuLTy
309 full-time faculty, 90% of whom hold the 

highest degree attainable in their fields.

NuMbER OF sTuDENTs: 4,187. 
For the fall 2009 term, 71% of entering 
freshmen graduated in the top 10% of 
their class and included 74 National Merit 
Scholars and 45 International Baccalaureate 
holders.

CAMpus sTRuCTuREs
n  Collins Hall 
and the Chapman 
Commons with 
the Genave King 
Rogers Fountain are 
the elegant new “front 
door” to a campus that 
is truly residential.

n  At the top of Tucker 
Drive, the future meets 
the past in Bayless Plaza, 
home to the original Kendall 
Hall cupola. There graduating 
students continue the TU  
tradition of ringing the Kendall 
Bell after their last final.   

1907tulsa&tU: 2010

Throughout the university’s history, there have been dedicated men 

and women who have made sacrifices 

in service to both community and 

nation. In the next several pages 

you will find the stories of some 

of TU’s earliest pioneers who 
helped define the university’s 

path for the decades that 

followed.

Tu’s EARLy HIsTORy

Groundbreaking ceremony for Tyrrell Hall, 1929.



her efforts and, after he became president, 
appointed her Muskogee’s first Postmistress. 
Tireless and apparently resistant to aging, 
Robertson was the second woman ever elected 
to Congress in a hard-fought battle against the 
incumbent just after she, herself, had earned the 
right to vote through the 19th amendment. 

She was 67, an elderly woman by early 20th 
century standards. Paradoxically, the hard-hitting 
Congresswoman strongly opposed feminist groups 
and voted against bills that would have assisted 
maternity and childcare initiatives. Losing a 
second term in Congress to her predecessor, the 
unfaltering Robertson returned to Muskogee to 
work for the Veterans Hospital and the Oklahoma 
Historical Society.

In her later years, this adventurous missionary 
daughter became quite an entrepreneur and 
humanitarian. She used the dairy products 
from her working farm to supply a cafeteria she 
operated, but then fed lots of soldiers and their 
families for free.

Fortunately for TU, Mary Alice Robertson 
bequeathed her extensive personal library and 
family memorabilia to McFarlin Library. These 
include her grandfather’s and parents’ translations 
of the Bible into Creek.

Visit http://www.lib.utulsa.edu/speccoll/
collections/robertsonalice for more stories and 
photos of this valiant pioneer.

      

Meet our Matriarch: Feisty Alice Robertson 
served the territory, the state, the nation

Remember Milo Hendricks: Brave Choctaw 
Oklahoman gave his life in Cuba

real pioneer, Alice 
Mary Robertson (1854-
1931) is TU’s matriarch. 
Daughter of Presbyterian 
missionaries to the Creek 

Nation in Indian Lands, Arkansas, 
and born there herself, Robertson 
staunchly advocated education for 
Native Americans. In 1885, she became 
president and chief fundraiser for the 
Presbyterian School for Girls. Nine 
years later, her educational passion 
evolved into the coeducational Henry 
Kendall College.

Brave and outspoken, Robertson invested 
considerable energy and intellect in helping 
society. Her canteen for World War I soldiers 
became the first Red Cross chapter in Muskogee. 
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt personally noticed 

   EARLy Tu HIsTORy ILLuMINEs HEARTy  FOLks OF guMpTION AND puRpOsE

Teddy Roosevelt himself 
pays tribute in his book,

The Rough Riders, A History of  the First 
United States Volunteer Cavalry 

“Two of the young Cherokee 
recruits came to me with a most 
kindly letter from one of the 
ladies who had been teaching in 
the academy from which they 
were about to graduate. She and 
I had known one another in 
connection with Governmental 
and philanthropic work on the 
reservations, and she wrote to 
commend the two boys to my 
attention. One was on the Academy 
Football team and the other in the 
glee-club.

“Both were fine young fellows. 
The football player now lies buried 
with the other dead who fell in the 
fight at San Juan. The singer was 
brought to death’s door by fever, 
but recovered and came back to his 
home.”

Note: The men were Choctaw, not 
Cherokee, and Milo, apparently, 
both played football and sang in the 
quartet. Miss Alice Robertson is the 
lady to whom Roosevelt refers.

rdinary young people discover their own capacity 
for courage very quickly when the nation needs 
soldiers. Thankfully, most of them come home 
after a war — home to finish school, marry and 
begin careers and families.

Sometimes, sadly, they do not return. The first alumnus 
who did not return from a bitter battle gave his life as a famed 
Rough Rider at San Juan Hill, Cuba, in 1898.

Milo Hendricks was a young Choctaw from Indian Territory 
and apparently enjoyed his life at Henry Kendall College very 
much. Athletic and popular, he sang in the Kendall Quartet 
and planned to graduate in 1901. 

However, when a recruiter came to Muskogee, Milo 
volunteered to join the Cavalry to fight in the Spanish 
American War. The Battleship USS Maine had mysteriously 
exploded in a Cuban harbor, and the Oklahoma and Indian 
Territories were quick to respond.  

Historians have questioned whether the Spaniards really 
blew up the Maine, but in terms of young Oklahomans’ 
bloodshed, the controversy does not matter.

It was a short but terrible war. Troops had inappropriate 
uniforms and inadequate weapons; paltry field hospitals existed 
to treat typhoid, malaria and wounded soldiers. Twenty percent 
of Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough Riders became war casualties.  

However, history records that the Spanish were turned back, 
and Cuba won its fight for independence.

But young Milo did not come home to graduate.

A O

“Taking her Ford car 
and loading it with 
good things from her 
restaurant, candies, 
cigarettes, post cards 
and chewing gum...
(she) set forth to be on 
time for every regular 
or special train that 
might carry a soldier. 
At first a strange 

spectacle, it was not long before the fame of Miss 
Alice extended to all the southwestern training 
camps and passing troops began to look forward 
to Muskogee and to the motherly woman who 
would greet them…” 

From Chronicles of Oklahoma
     Volume 10, No. 1 March, 1932
     THE HON. ALICE M. ROBERTSON
     by Grant Foreman

The Henry Kendall College Quartet, 1897. Left to right: Ben McCurtain, 
Gabe Parker, Sam Matthews and Milo Hendricks.

The Rough Riders



eaders are visionaries 
with a poorly 
developed sense of 
fear and no concept 
of the odds against 

them,” observed Robert Jarvik, 
inventor of the artificial heart. 

The odds against sustaining 
a fledgling college in early 20th 
century America might have given 
some civic leaders sufficient reason 
to ignore an intriguing opportunity. 
After all, birthing a college is a bit 
like deciding to have a first child. 
Filled with hopes and dreams 
for a bright future, a couple has 
little idea of the sacrifice, courage, 
tenacity, generosity and wisdom 
required to foster a new being from infancy to 
adulthood.

Although Henry Kendall College sounded like 
a good idea to New York’s Presbyterian Mission 
Board, converting a school for Native American 
girls in Indian Territory into a sustainable college 

posed an enormous 
challenge. In spite of 
stalwart leadership 
and genuine care 
for its students, the 
struggling boarding-
school-turned-college 
in Muskogee ended 
up on the auction 
block in 1906. In 
its 13 years as a 
college, only 27 
young people had 
graduated.

Predecessor to the Tulsa Chamber of 
Commerce, the Tulsa Commercial Club “had 
a hunch and bet a bunch.” They packaged the 
winning bid to move Henry Kendall College 

Tulsa Commercial Club 
“had a hunch and bet a bunch”

vIsIONARy AND CONFIDENT

to Tulsa in 1907. Tulsa “fathers” knew their 
town needed a college if it were to attract the 
commerce and respect required to become a 
first-class city. Courageous and confident, these 
first leaders believed they could raise the funds to 
create a fine college for Tulsa. Their winning bid 
included 20 acres of land north of downtown and 
$100,000 they anticipated securing through the 
sale of real estate lots near the campus. They also 
guaranteed streetcar service, water and natural 
gas.

While the sale of lots did not proceed as 
expected and the Creek Nation was unhappy and 
filed suit to stop the move, 1907 was a red-letter 
year for the city and the state. Henry Kendall 
College opened its doors to 35 brave students 
who took classes at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Just two months later, Oklahoma became the 47th 
state. Legend has it that the first bell in Tulsa to 
chime statehood once hung on campus in front of 
Oliphant Hall.

L

Tulsa Commercial 
Club 1907 members
B. Betters   
H.O. McClure  
L.N. Butts    
W.L. North
James H. Hall            
Grant C. Stebbins 
The Rev. Charles W. Kerr    
C.H. Nicholson

Perhaps she would be pleased and surprised to 
know her work would be cherished and published 
a century later. Marie Edna Whitehill graduated 
from Henry Kendall College in 1911. She came from 
the tiny Oklahoma town of Chelsea and obviously 
developed deep affection for Tulsa’s new college. 
Whether snapping athletic events or capturing dorm 
life, Marie had a great eye for composition and a 
playful perspective. Her images are preserved in an 
expansive collection.

Lois McHargue, Marie’s daughter, gave the 
Whitehill collection to TU in 2007, a grand addition 
to the McFarlin Special Collections. For more 
delightful shots and other vintage memorabilia, 
visit: www.lib.utulsa.edu/Specoll/collections/
whitehillmarie/index.htm. 

Student captured Kendall College’s early years

Students never change: A poem from Marie’s 
Student Guidebook

“I know a boarding school 
far, far away
Where they have hash and spuds
three times a day. 
Oh how those kids do run
When they hear the dinner bell!
Oh how that hash does smell
three times a day!”

Marie Edna 
Whitehill captured 
The University of  
Tulsa’s early years.

Presbyterian School for Indian Girls, faculty and students, 
1887. Alice Robertson is third from the left on the back row.
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Rainbow Warriors Left Enormous Legacy Wyndham: “You will always be my boys.” 

L

                 WORLD WAR I CHRONICLEs  REvEAL TENDER TIEs TO CAMpus

ess than a decade after moving to 
Tulsa, a different chapter of bravery 
unfolded in the college’s life. The 
“Kendallites” were still basking in 
the afterglow of winning the 1916 

Football Championship when a call went out for 
new men to join the war effort. It must have been 
hard to leave the campus; after all, their team 
had outscored their opponents by an astonishing 
record of 566-40 and had recently beaten the 
Sooners, 16-0!

However, when the football team huddled 
this time, they made the unanimous decision 
to enlist as a team. Other students and teachers 
apparently joined them, and approximately 30 
young men signed up to serve their country in 
World War I. The May 1, 1917 edition of the 
Tulsa World reported: “the strength of Ambulance 
Company No. 1, Oklahoma National Guard, was 
materially increased yesterday when a contingent 
of Henry Kendall College students marched into 
the recruiter tent at Fourth and Main and offered 

their services to the country.” 
They joined the 167th Ambulance Company, part 

of the “Rainbow Division,” so named because its 
troops included recruits from east to west. One of 
Henry Kendall’s young men, Josiah 
Chatfield, became a journalist after 
World War I and wrote tenderly 
about his experience. The Tulsa 
soldiers, he said, landed in France 
on October 31, 1917. 

And while the 1917 
college football 
team did not 
win a game, 
the story of the 
absent Rainbow 
Warriors, athletes 
and others, had a 
very happy ending. 
All of them came safely 
home.

Every. Single. One.

Perry Douglas Erwin served in the 9th 
Field Artillery during World War I as a 
lieutenant. The McFarlin Special Collections 
holds 173 letters to and from Erwin that 
poignantly depict the thoughts of those who 
missed their soldier — spouse, parents, sisters 
— and the soldier who yearned for home.

One of Erwin’s correspondents was 
Margaret Wyndham, a Henry Kendall 
College former student and a professor of 
speech arts. She sustained a prolific habit 
of writing Erwin and his wife, Vivian, and 
several other Kendall students in the service. 

Her letters to Erwin mention 
her correspondence with 
“her” boys in France—Ivan, Spud, 

Harry Miller and others. In one 
letter, she tells Erwin how the 
Spanish flu has completely shut 
down Tulsa and the college. In 
another, she expresses her desire to 
visit those stationed at Ft. Sill, but then 
explains everyone must “save, save, 
save.”

Heroes all. Ambulance Company 167 rescued 20,260 
soldiers and evacuated another 9,018, according to alumnus, 
the late Josiah Chatfield.

“We backed up the troops 
with our ambulances and 
litter bearers who picked up 
guys wounded in battle and 
brought them back for medical 
attention.”

- Josiah Chatfield

Dear Boy,
I am so glad to know that you are well 

and enjoying your work. It must be very 
interesting... 

I was pleased to have your pictures. I 
showed them to all the old boys who knew 
you, also to some of the new boys and told 
them you were ‘my boys—my fine soldier 
boys.’ And truly I do feel that I have a 
certain claim on you all. You are very dear 
to me and whatever touches your lives is of 
the deepest interest to me.”

Among those who returned 
from the Rhine and resumed 

their studies, two young 
veterans are now in the TU 

Hall of  Fame.

Left: John C. 
Young, All-State 

Fullback
Right: Ivan H. 

Grove, All-State 
Quarterback

 

Margaret 
Wyndham  was 
a prolific letter-
writer.



his one-man assault despite a diminished supply of 
fuel for his flamethrower. Cool and indomitable, 
he moved forward in the face of the direct 
concentration of hostile fire, relentlessly closed the 
enemy position and attacked. Although severely 
wounded by a final vicious blast from the enemy 
weapon, Private First Class Schwab had succeeded 
in destroying two highly strategic Japanese gun 
positions during a critical stage of the operation 
and, by his dauntless, single-handed efforts, 
materially furthered the advance of his company. 
His aggressive initiative, outstanding valor and 
professional skill throughout the bitter conflict 
sustained and enhanced the highest traditions of 
the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave 
his life for his country.” 

HARRY S. TRUMAN

An unpretentious grave in Tulsa’s Memorial Park is the final 
resting place for Albert Schwab, Tulsa’s only Congressional 
Medal of  Honor honoree. More than 60 years later, his 
name is not necessarily a household word here in Oklahoma. 
However, in Okinawa, as many as 28,000 American 
servicemen and their families know his name because they live 
and train at Camp Schwab, a large Marine base named in his 
honor. And, thus, his courageous example still lights the path of  
those who come after him.

orn in 1920, Albert Schwab moved 
to Tulsa as a young child. After 
attending TU for just one semester, 
he went to work for an oil company, 
and in 1939, married a Tulsa girl, 

Kathryn Ellen Schlosser. Three years later, the 
couple welcomed a baby boy, Steven Albert.

But World War II demanded fresh troops and 
in 1944, Albert, who was both athletic and plucky, 
joined the Marines. Unfortunately, less than a year 
later, the young Tulsan became a fallen hero—
earning both the Congressional Medal of Honor 
and the Purple Heart in the Pacific Theater. 

Private First Class Schwab was a flamethrower 
with Headquarters Company, First Batallion, 
5th Marines. His unit had landed in Okinawa as 
part of the violent 82-day invasion of the Ryuku 
Islands. Because it was so ferocious, the Battle of 
Okinawa was also called “the Typhoon of Steel.” 
Combined casualties surpassed 150,000, including 
50,000 Americans.

When his company was pinned down in a 
valley under heavy machine gun fire, Schwab 
scaled a cliff with his heavy flamethrower 
backpack and gun. He attacked not one, but two 
assailants with his flamethrower before falling with 
a fatal wound. A portion of his Medal of Honor 
commendation provides the following details:

“Private First Class Schwab elected to continue 

Through lean times and prosperous seasons, 
through eras of international peace and dark chapters 
of war, Henry Kendall College and The University of 
Tulsa survived. We gained material, moral and spiritual 
help from our neighbors and alumni. Undoubtedly, 
selfless faculty and staff breathed optimism and 
confidence into the campus environment — attributes 
young students could emulate. Guiding and guarding, 
stalwart trustees and their families gave abundant gifts 
of influence, financial resources, and wisdom.

“If  I have seen further than others, it is by standing 
upon the shoulders of  giants.”           Isaac Newton

B

n In 1900, friends of Henry Kendall College 
launched a campaign to purchase a Webster’s 
dictionary for the young school.

n When money was tight in the 1920s, one 
amazing friend informed President John 
Finlayson that he would guarantee payroll. 
Legend has it that the president would sign 
checks in alphabetical order until the funds 
were depleted. Without fanfare, Earl P. Harwell 
would cover the rest — apparently, for several 
years.

n In 1921, Vandever’s Dry Goods Store in 
downtown Tulsa donated TU’s first band 
uniforms. A few years later, when the Great 
Depression descended, J. P. Whitlock, a grocer 
at Columbia and 11th Street, gave a no-interest 
line of credit to faculty members. Patient and 
understanding, he extended that credit for as 
long as any family needed, waiting more than 
two decades for full payment from some.

n Excited about a campaign for new buildings 
and endowment growth, students in 1930 
spearheaded their own 
campaign. In two days of 
the “For Tulsa University 
I Will” fund drive, they 
raised an amazing $6,000 
from a student body of 
less than 700 students.

n Stories still circulate 
about Colonel O. W. 
Hoop, who fought in 
two world wars and then 

A strong heritage to build on 

became a history professor. Because he had 
a government retirement, Hoop refused 
any salary. When the library needed books 
in his teaching field, he graciously gave 
volumes from his own collection. 

n As World War II ended and soldiers 
returned home, TU faced new challenges. 
Enrollment skyrocketed from 1,200 in 1944 
to 4,800 five years later! Such dramatic 
growth, meant TU needed more facilities, 
more teachers, more everything.

n The second half of the decade would 
witness political unrest and activism, and 
public universities would begin setting up 
shop in Tulsa. The university had to refocus 
and define its higher educational niche and 
build a residential campus. 

Rarely daunted, the faculty, staff and 
administration met these new physical, 
philosophical and academic challenges as their 
predecessors had — with creativity, hard work 
and perseverance.

Joining the TU enterprise were donors who 
gave at unprecedented levels and invited their 
friends to join the momentum.

Thus, more than 100 years after Henry 
Kendall College was born, The University of 
Tulsa greets the country and the world with 
the same courage, creativity and optimism that 
defined its early history.

Colonel O.W. Hoop

Tulsa’s only Congressional Medal of  Honor 
recipient: Albert Schwab was brave and bold



You may also register online at www.TUAlumni.com/homecoming.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Name  Class Year(s)      

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name when student                                                      E-mail 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address      City                State   Zip

________________________________________________________       PLEASE LET MY CLASSMATES KNOW THAT I WILL BE ATTENDING HOMECOMING 2010! 
Phone  Only name and class year(s) will be displayed online.  

Guest Information 

________________________________________              ____________________________________________________
Guest Full Name      Guest TU class year (if applicable)

Is this your spouse?    Yes    No       More than one guest?  Attach that information to this form.

On The House!  Complimentary Activities 
For details, see the Calendar of Events, or visit www.TUAlumni.com/homecoming.  
Space is limited, so please indicate the number of people attending below.

Friday, October 15, 2010 

# Attending

_____________________ 11:00 a.m.  Walking Campus Tour

_____________________ 12:00 p.m.  Law CLE

_____________________   1:00 p.m. Pat Case Dining Center Tour

_____________________   2:00 p.m.  Walking Campus Tour

_____________________   3:00 p.m.  Chapman Stadium & Case Athletic Complex Tour

_____________________   7:00 p.m.  Pep Rally and Bonfire

_____________________   9:00 p.m.  TU on Tap 

Saturday, October 16, 2010

# Attending

_____________________ 10:00 a.m.  Legacy Information Session and Campus Tour

_____________________   3:30 p.m.  Official Homecoming Tent Party

Friday, October 15, 2010

Lettermen’s All-Sports Reunion Package,  8:00 p.m., President’s Suite, Reynolds Center  

  I am a Lifetime Lettermen’s Association Member  (FREE)     

Non-lifetime member/Guest x $20 = $________  

Includes admittance to the All-Sports Reception and Homecoming game ticket (while supplies last). 
Game tickets will be available for pick up at the All-Sports reception. 

HOMECOMING 2010
our heritage

Celebra    e Official 
REgisTRaTiON 
fORm

Registration deadline:  
Friday, October 8, 2010 

Please complete BOTH sides 
of this form and return to:  

The University of Tulsa  
Office of Alumni Relations  

800 South Tucker Drive
Tulsa, OK 74104-9700 

Fax: 918-631-3172

For more information,
contact the Office of Alumni Relations  

at 918-631-2555, or  toll free  
at 800-219-4688 with questions  

or to register by phone, or
e-mail to TUAlumni@utulsa.edu. 

TM 

TU Homecoming would not be possible without our 
dedicated volunteer committee made up of outstanding TU 
alumni, students, staff, and friends of TU. The University 
of Tulsa thanks them for their support and wishes them 
continued success. If you are interested in becoming a 
Homecoming volunteer, please contact Nancy Meyer at 
nancy-meyer@utulsa.edu or 918-631-2653.

Homecoming 2010 Leadership
Cathy Birchall Laird, ’80
Homecoming 2010 Chair

John Speaker, ’83
Homecoming 2011 Chair-Elect

Amanda Turner, ’01
Homecoming 2009 Chair

Homecoming 2010 Committee Members

vOLuNTEERs: 
THANk yOu FOR 

yOuR suppORT!

Cathy Laird ’80, chair, 2010 Homecoming 
Committee
Cathy shows a framed copy of the 1991 Freedom 
Bowl poster. Autographed by then-head football 
coach Dave Rader, the poster was a gift to her 
4-year-old son. Robbie Laird ’09 later became a TU 
letterman on the men’s golf team.  

Nancy Bizjack, ’80
Alicia Conner-Todd, ’80
Hillary Dees
Amy Dodson, ’80
Gerad Gibson, ’00, ’02
Kate Jones, ’99
Kenneth Knoll, ’08
Sandi Litzinger, ’86
James Maddux, ’93 

Geordie Matson, ’79
Nancy Paul, ’60
Caitlyn Rex
Jennifer Salcher, ’91
Mike Sheehan
Sarah Taylor, ’79
Don Tomkalski
Steve Yates, ’75
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You may also register online at www.TUAlumni.com/homecoming.

Saturday, October 16, 2010

Gold Medallion Society Brunch (formerly the Fifty Years or More Brunch)  

10:30 a.m., Allen Chapman Activity Center  (No tickets issued. Your name will be at the door.)   ________  x $20 =  $  _______

Football Game – TU vs. Tulane  6:00 p.m., H.A. Chapman Stadium

 General Admission Reserved Ticket    ________  x $17 = $________ 

 Gold Medallion Society Reserved Ticket   ________  x $17 = $________

Extras

TU Blue Homecoming 2010 T-shirt  

 S         M         L         XL         XXL        XXXL   ________  x $15 = $________
 

I am unable to attend Homecoming, but please accept my 
     tax-deductible donation to assist with Homecoming activities:   $ _______

Delivery Method
  Receive your reserved game tickets/merchandise via mail 

     (Orders received after Friday, October 1 will not be mailed. 

     *Please add $3.00 postage for shipping.    ________  x $3 = $________

  Pick up your tickets from Homecoming Headquarters in 
     Collins Hall (FREE)      

     Friday, October 15, 9:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

     Saturday, October 16, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  

 GRAND TOTAL:  $__________

Payment Information

  Check (Payable to “The University of Tulsa”)   Check number _______________________

Visa     MasterCard   Discover      American Express

Card Number  ______________________________________________________   Security Code__________ Expiration date  _____________

Signature _____________________________________________________________  Phone  ( __________ )  ________________________

Billing Address (if different from registrant address) _________________________________________________________________________

Lettermen’s Association Golf Outing and Lunch
To register, contact Mark Wojciehowski at (918) 637-7115, 
or contact him via e-mail at mwojo@mcgrawok.com. 

The deadline for registration is Friday, October 8, 2010.

INTERNAL USE ONLY ___________________________________  

Order Taken By ____________________________________________

Order Filled _______________________________________________

Order Mailed  _____________________________________________  

Held for Pickup ____________________________________________

Section __________________________________________________

Row ____________________  Seat(s) _________________________

Hail to thee Alma Mater,
Gold and Blue,
Praise from thy sons and daughters,
Old and new.
Pride in our hearts,
Our voices let us raise,
Filled with devotion,
We will sing thy praise.
Alma Mater, now we honor,
Loyal, always true,
We will lift our voice in chorus,
Hail to Tulsa U!

THE uNIvERsITy OF TuLsA 
alMa MateR

The University of Tulsa is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. 
For EEO/AA information, contact the Office of Human Resources, (918) 631-
2616; for disability accommodations, contact Dr. Jane Corso at (918) 631-
2315. To ensure availability of an interpreter, five to seven days notice is 
needed; 48 hours is recommended for all other accommodations. TU#10395

Sanjay Meshri ’92, Member, TU Board of Trustees
Sanjay holds a copy of the The Norman Shield, 
which is the Sigma Chi reference manual 
distributed to all pledge members. 



800 South Tucker Drive
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104-9700


