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Around 3,000 students, faculty and staff spent 55,394 hours 
volunteering in the Tulsa community during the 2012-13 school year. 
That’s $1.2 million worth of work that was donated to improve the 
lives of Tulsans. 

From cleaning up parks to helping students read at Kendall-Whittier 
Elementary School, the TU family is eager to give their time and 
abilities for a cause greater than themselves.

Much like the compassionate gesture of volunteering, TU’s Annual 
Fund provides monetary support for critical resources across campus. 
No act of kindness is too small, and no gift goes unnoticed.

Every number counts. Please consider making a gift to TU today!

To those who have already given, thank you very much. It’s been a 
great year ... and with your support, we’ll make 2014-15 even better!

Visit www.utulsa.edu/giving 
to make your tax-deductible 
gift, or call 918-631-3514.

TU Annual Fund
800 South Tucker Drive
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104

Dear Friends,

The University of  Tulsa mission statement embraces four 
key values: excellence in scholarship, dedication to free inquiry, 
integrity of  character, and commitment to humanity.

Fulfilling these values takes us far beyond the classroom, 
where we work as an institutional member of  various 
communities, including the local arts scene, the energy industry, 
and the world of  global commerce. And, of  course, our True 
Blue Neighbors initiative — now in its fifth year — is proving to 
be an immensely diversified and productive way to knit the TU 
family more tightly into our Kendall Whittier neighborhood. 

Indeed, our mission allows us to be many things to many 
people. This is not only good citizenship, it also is excellent 
education. The process of  helping people discover, develop and 
apply their talents and passions cannot happen in a vacuum; 
we require a wide range of  settings, needs, relationships and 
opportunities by which we can challenge ourselves. 

Perhaps the best thing about service-learning is that it 
can continue for a lifetime. Our alumni, too, are making a 
widespread difference through positions of  leadership and 
service in organizations from the corporate sector to the 
nonprofit world.

In the following pages, you will read about some of  the 
things the TU family is doing to carry our mission into the 
community. These admirable and colorful examples represent 
only a sliver of  what we do every day. We trust that you, too, are 
translating your TU (and/or other) education into opportunity 
for others, and we hope that this issue of  our magazine inspires 
you to think anew about the difference that you can make in 
your corner of  the world.

Best regards,

Steadman Upham, President 

55,394

It’s a numbers game.

President Upham with TU students at the Community 
Food Bank of  Eastern Oklahoma.

The University of  Tulsa does not discriminate on the 
basis of  personal status or group characteristics includ-
ing, but not limited to individuals on the basis of  race, 
color, religion, national or ethnic origin, age, gender, 
disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, genetic information, ancestry, 
or marital status in the administration of  its educa-
tional policies, admissions policies, employment poli-
cies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and other 
University sponsored programs. Questions regarding 
implementation of  this policy may be addressed to the 
Office of  Human Resources, 800 South Tucker Drive, 
Tulsa, Okla. 74104-9700, 918-631-2616. Requests for 
accommodation of  disabilities may be addressed to 
the University’s 504 Coordinator, Dr. Tawny Taylor, 
918-631-2315. To ensure availability of  an interpreter, 
five to seven days notice is needed; 48 hours is recom-
mended for all other accommodations. TU#14047

to contAct Us or coMMent on this 
MAgAzine: 

918-631-2555
1-800-219-4688
tUALUMni@UtULsA.edU

president’sm
essage
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The crew of Tulsa Fire Department Engine No. 3 visited 
students at Kendall-Whittier Elementary on March 10 to 
conduct a fire safety demonstration and give truck tours. TU 
students Alec Henry (cover photo top left), Kasey Matthews 
(top, second from right) and Thomas Roberson (top right) 
participated as public and community service interns who are 
involved in the True Blue Neighbors Youth Mentoring Program. 
Firefighters, outfitted in their bunker gear, explained how they 
use equipment to save lives while emphasizing the importance 
of having escape plans in a fire emergency.
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2014 national 
scholarship winners

This spring, seven TU students and alumni were 
awarded National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowships, Goldwater Scholarships and a 
European Union Erasmus Mundus Scholarship.

Seniors Caitlin Pegg and Weston Kightlinger, 
as well as recent alumni Stephen Macke (BS ’13) 
and Cody Martin (BS ’13) are NSF recipients. 
After graduating from TU this May, Pegg will 
attend Northwestern University-Feinberg School 
of  Medicine in the fall to pursue a doctorate in life 
and biomedical sciences. Kightlinger will pursue 
a doctorate in chemical engineering at either Cal 
Tech, Northwestern or Princeton. Macke is studying 
computer science at Stanford, while Martin is 
studying chemical synthesis at Rice.

Senior J. Christopher Proctor, who has been 
selected for the Erasmus Mundus Scholarship, will 
enter the master’s program “Economic Policies in 
the Age of  Globalization.” He will study at Kingston 
University in London and the University of  Paris 13.

Goldwater Scholarships winners are TU juniors 
Devin Stranford and Mithell Trafford. Stranford’s 
major is chemical engineering and biology, and 
Trafford is studying chemical engineering and 
mathematics.

The freshmen boost
Last fall, TU welcomed its largest-ever freshman 

class — 856 students strong. The class of  2017 
boasted an average ACT score of  28 and high school 
GPA of  3.8. Also, 74 percent of  the current crop 
graduated in the top 10 percent of  their high school 
classes. Their large numbers and high quality are the 
foundation for TU’s #86 ranking in the U.S. News & 
World Reports’ listing of  top colleges.

Coming soon: 
A more vibrant campus

Major changes are coming to campus — a new residence 
hall, renovations to the Allen Chapman Activity Center, 
additional dining options and relocation of  the university’s 
bookstore.

Construction is underway on a 70,000-square-foot facility 
that will house 300 students as well as provide 36,000 square feet 
of  office space for the Holmes Student Center, which was razed 
earlier this year.

“Our strategic growth plan has sparked a significant increase 
in enrollment and transformed TU into a residential university,” 
said Earl Johnson (BFA ’89), vice president for enrollment and 
student services.

A fountain plaza will connect the facility to TU’s Allen 
Chapman Activity Center, which is also set for renovations. 
Eight new dining establishments including Panda Express, Pizza 
Hut, Einstein Bros. Bagels and Garden Toss will occupy the 
ground floor of  the student union. Entrances and lecture rooms 
will receive facelifts, and outdoor patio space will be updated. 
TU’s bookstore, currently on the first floor of  the building, will 
relocate to the southeast corner of  11th Street and Harvard 
Avenue.

TU also will expand a main thoroughfare along 5th Place 
between Harvard and Florence Avenues with wider sidewalks, 
lighting and landscaping. The residence hall will open to 
students in August 2015.

henrY KendALL coLLege of Arts And sciences

Yevgeny Yevtushenko, TU 
Distinguished Professor in the 
Department of  English, was inducted 
into the Oklahoma Higher Education 
Hall of  Fame in October 2013. An 
internationally known poet, novelist 
and filmmaker, Yevtushenko was 
selected by the Oklahoma Higher 
Education Heritage Society for his 
excellence in higher education and 
his contributions to the economic 
development and quality of  life in 
Oklahoma.

Oklahoma Arts 
Council honors 
Valero 

School of  Art Director M. Teresa 
Valero received a Governor’s Arts in 
Education Award for her outstanding 
leadership and service in the arts from 
the Oklahoma Arts Council.

Valero was recognized at a special 
ceremony at the state capitol last 
November. She helped create TU’s 
certificate program in advertising and 
cofounded Third Floor Design. As a 
documentary photographer and graphic 
designer, she has curated numerous 
art exhibitions, and her work has been 
displayed internationally.

Yevtushenko joins Oklahoma  
Higher Education Hall of Fame

TU to host Digital Keywords 
Workshop in October

He has taught Russian and 
European Cinema as well as 
Masterpieces of  Russian Literature 
at TU for 17 years. He has toured 
the world presenting readings of  his 
works, which are translated into 72 
languages. Yevtushenko’s 1961 poem, 
Babi Yar, inspired composer Dmitri 
Shostakovich to write his Symphony 
no. 13. That same year, Yevtushenko 
was featured on the cover of  Time 
magazine.

TU will host an international 
group of  rising students and 
established scholars for the Digital 
Keywords Workshop Oct. 10-11, 
2014, at the Henry Zarrow Center for 
Art and Education.

The event is a collaboration of  
TU’s Digital Working Group, the 
Social Science Interest Group, the 
Center for Global Education, and 
the Departments of  Communication, 
English, and Languages. These 

entities will work to publish short 
keyword provocations relevant to 
current scholarly research. 

The boutique scholarly forum will 
host web experts from India, China, 
Denmark, Canada and the United 
States.

For more information, please 
e-mail Assistant Professor of  
Communication Ben Peters at ben-
peters@utulsa.edu.

The internationally renowned Russian poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko (second from left) visits 
with President Richard Nixon and others at the White House in 1972.

Why study the 
humanities?

In February, the university 
announced the establishment of  the 
Oklahoma Center for the Humanities 
to promote the importance of  the 
humanities in fostering a deeper 
understanding of  histories and 
identities that can help shape public 
policy, civic life and individual 
development. Based on the ideals 
of  critical thought, ethical inquiry, 
bold imagination, free expression and 
diversity of  the human experience, 
the initiative will promote formal 
academic research and vibrant 
engagement with the public.

The center will provide a common 
ground for leading thinkers, artists and 
creative entrepreneurs from around 
the world to connect with TU, the 
Tulsa community and Oklahoma. 
Core activities will include an annual 
seminar, public lectures, debates and 
symposia along with performances, 
readings and exhibitions. Students will 
be able to apply for fellowships and 
other academic support.

Sean Latham, chair of  the faculty 
of  English and the Pauline Walter 
Endowed Chair of  English at TU, will 
serve as the organization’s director.
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Merlin (Merl) R. Lindstrom, 
vice president of  technology for 
Phillips 66, and Mark J. Marra (MS 
’84), founder and owner of  CMark 
Investments, LLC and CMark 
Resources, LLC, were inducted into 
the College of  Engineering and 
Natural Sciences Hall of  Fame at 
a special ceremony on April 24 at 
Gilcrease Museum.

Lindstrom has more than 
35 years’ experience in research 
and development (R&D) focused 
primarily on the downstream 
industry. Prior to his current 
position, he served as vice president 
of  technology for ConocoPhillips 
where he worked in a variety of  
technological and R&D roles.

Lindstrom earned bachelor of  
science and doctoral degrees in 
chemistry from North Dakota State 
University.

Marra conducts exploratory 
drilling in the Canyon Group 
Sandstone reservoir of  Irion 
County, Texas. He began his 
independent drilling career after 
leaving Indian Wells Oil Company 
in the Canyon Group Sandstone 
reservoir in 1987.

Marra earned his bachelor’s in 
geology from Catawba College in 
Salisbury, North Carolina, before 
receiving his master’s in geology 
from TU in 1984.

for immediate use or store it at low cost.
TU’s model will construct a 

hybrid solar converter that captures 
invisible wavelengths of  light to heat 
fluid containing light-absorbing 
nanoparticles. 

“The fluid would transmit the 
part of  the solar spectrum most easily 
converted to electricity to a solar cell 
and actively cool the solar cells by 
efficiently absorbing the by-product 
heat,” said Todd Otanicar, assistant 
professor of  mechanical engineering.

Led by faculty in the college, the 
project represents Oklahoma’s first-ever 
ARPA-E awarded initiative.

The U.S. Department of  Energy’s 
Advanced Research Projects Agency-
Energy (ARPA-E) has announced 
that The University of  Tulsa will 
receive up to $1.76 million in project 
funding as part of  ARPA-E’s recent 
Fully Optimized Conversion and 
Utilization of  Sunlight (FOCUS) 
program. TU will work closely with 
California companies Cogenra Solar 
and nanoComposix.

TU’s proposal is among 12 
ARPA-E projects approved for the 
development of  transformational 
hybrid solar energy technology that 
can convert sunlight into electricity 

coLLege of engineering And nAtUrAL sciencescoLLins coLLege of BUsiness

Phillips 66 honors SHIELD scholars 
The Collins College of  Business honored the inaugural group of  Phillips 66 

SHIELD Scholars at a special dinner on April 4 in the President’s Suite of  the 
Donald W. Reynolds Center. The program provides $3,500 of  direct scholarship 
support and $500 in professional enrichment funding to students in the business 
college and the College of  Engineering and Natural Sciences.

In February, Phillips 66 hosted the inaugural SHIELD Scholars Forum in 
Bartlesville. The three-day event featured tours of  Woolaroc; interaction with 
recruiters, mentors and students from other partner schools; and a leadership 
session on developing a successful team.

Keller, Mailler win NSF CAREER 
awards

Lindstrom, 
Marra inducted 
into ENS Hall 
of Fame

College upholds 
accreditation, top 
100 ranking

The college 
learned in 
December 
2013 that it will 
continue to be 
accredited for 
the next five 
years by AACSB 
International – The Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of  
Business at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels.

AACSB International accreditation 
is the highest standard of  achievement 
for business schools. Less than one-
third of  schools in the United States 
and less than five percent of  those 
worldwide meet the organization’s 
standards.

The college also upheld its status 
as a top 100 graduate business 
school for a second consecutive year, 
according to U.S. News & World Report’s 
2015 rankings. In 2013, the college 
broke into the prestigious rankings 
for the first time. The Collins College 
of  Business is perhaps best known 
for its MBA and masters degrees in 
accountancy, energy business and 
finance. Nearly 100 percent of  alumni 
obtain employment within three 
months of  graduation and report 
an average base salary of  more than 
$56,000.

“With generous support from 
alumni and the corporate community, 
we have expanded our graduate 
programs to reach a new level of  
prospective students,” said Gale 
Sullenberger, dean of  the Collins 
College of  Business. “Thanks to 
talented and resourceful business 
faculty and program administrators, 
we have strengthened our national 
reputation and given alumni a 
competitive edge in the professional 
marketplace.”

Three inducted into Hall of Fame
The Collins College of  Business inducted three outstanding entrepreneurs 

into its Business Hall of  Fame in fall 2013.
Honorees included Mike Krimbill, CEO of  NGL Energy Partners LP; 

James C. McGill (BS ’61), chairman and CEO of  MacroSolve, Inc. and 
Avansic: E-Discovery and Digital Forensics; and Robert A. West (BS ’61), CEO 
of  Anchor Drilling Fluids USA, Inc.

Krimbill McGill West

The inaugural group of  Phillips 66 SHIELD Scholars were joined by Phillips 66 
mentors and university relations staff  as well as administrators from the Collins College of  
Business and College of  Engineering and Natural Sciences at a year-end awards dinner 
for the SHIELD program. TU wins ARPA-E grant to advance 

solar energy technology

Michael Keller (BSME ’01), 
assistant professor in the Department 
of  Mechanical Engineering, and 
Roger Mailler, assistant professor 
in the Tandy School of  Computer 
Science, each received the prestigious 
National Science Foundation 
Faculty Early Career Development 
(CAREER) award. The honor 
recognizes talented early-career faculty 
members with grants to support 
integrated research and teaching. 

Keller will receive $400,000 
during the next five years to 
investigate the synthesis and 

characterization of  active composite 
materials that will help engineers 
determine if  a composite component 
is damaged. The research will make it 
easier to detect and repair damage in 
composite parts, allowing engineers to 
design lighter, more efficient structures.

Mailler will receive $451,000 
during the next five years for his 
proposed project, “Problem Solving in 
Dynamic, Distributed Environments.” 
The theoretical model will be applied 
to a practical problem of  allocating 
telescopes to track objects in Low 
Earth Orbit.

Lindstrom Marra

Otanicar
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coLLege of LAW giLcreAse And zArroW

Numerous Oklahoma museums 
and cultural institutions have 
partnered with the Oklahoma 
Museums Association to present 
Celebrating Allan Houser: An Oklahoma 
Perspective, which recognizes the 
100th anniversary of  Houser’s birth. 
The celebration features exhibitions 
and events across the state through 
December 2014 to honor the 
Oklahoma native.

Gilcrease Museum is participating 
in the centennial celebration by 
presenting a broad selection of  his 
sculptures in Form and Line: Allan 
Houser’s Sculpture and Drawings. The 
exhibition opened February 13 
and runs through June 29, 2014. 
Monumental and tabletop sculptures 
in this special exhibition reveal the 
range of  Houser’s extraordinary 
talent. Also on display are large 
charcoal and pastel drawings that 
inform the sculpture, yet are finished 
artworks in themselves, as well as a 
half  dozen of  Houser’s sketchbooks. 
Most of  the exhibition works are 
on loan from Allan Houser, Inc., 
the artist’s estate in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.

Born in Oklahoma on June 30, 
1914, Allan Houser was a renowned 
Native American artist of  the 20th 
century. Originally named Allan 
Haozous, he was born to Sam and 
Blossom Haozous who were members 
of  the Chiricahua Apache tribe. After 
his parents and other members of  the 
tribe were held as prisoners of  war for 
27 years, Allan became the first child 
born out of  captivity.

Throughout his lifetime, Houser 
produced more than 500 paintings, 
2,000 matted drawings and 233 
sketchbooks containing more than 
30,000 sketches. He also created more 
than 1,000 sculptures in stone, wood 
and bronze. After his death in 1994, 
Houser was honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 1995 from the 
Southwestern Association for Indian 

Arts. The award recognizes masters 
of  contemporary Indian art for 
their artistic achievements, personal 
integrity and impact on Native 
American arts.

Gilcrease Museum is fortunate to 
have some of  Houser’s works. Sacred 
Rain Arrow, one of  his best-known 
pieces, commands a central point in 
front of  the museum and embellishes 
Oklahoma’s license plates. The 
exhibition of  Houser’s sculptures is a 
great opportunity to see some of  his 
most iconic work. In conjunction with 
the rest of  the venues in the Houser 
centennial collaboration, Oklahomans 
have a once-in-a lifetime opportunity 
to see the breadth of  one of  America’s 
finest artists.

In addition to the Houser 
exhibition, visitors to the museum 
should be sure to see two new 
installations: On Common Ground and 
Focus on Favorites: Masterworks from the 
Gilcrease Collection, which together 
present a treasure of  art, artifacts and 

Gilcrease celebrates Houser’s centennial

historical documents. 
Title sponsor of  the Gilcrease 

Museum 2013-14 exhibition season 
is The Sherman E. Smith Family 
Foundation. 

The first Friday in March, more than 1,000 visitors to the Henry Zarrow 
Center for Art and Education were treated to Painted Faces, an extraordinary 
exhibition by contemporary figurative artists Michael Ananian, Frank Auerbach, 
Robert Bauer, Susanna Coffey, Sedrick Huckaby, Ann Gail, Ruth Miller, Wilbur 
Niewald, Clifton Peacock and David Stern. The exhibit ran through April 20 in 
the Sherman E. Smith Family Gallery at the Zarrow Center.

Allan Houser, Sunrise (photo by Wendy McEahern)
Indiana Limestone, copyright 1992, copyright Chiinde LLC

Tulsa Law Review 
celebrates 50 years

In 1964, a postage stamp cost 5 
cents; the U.S. was at war in Vietnam, 
and TU law students Stan Doyle (’64), 
Royse Parr (’64), and David James (’64), 
along with the late Herman Steinbuchel 
(’64), and Buford Allen (’64) were on 
the first editorial board of  the Tulsa Law 
Journal, now known as Tulsa Law Review 
(TLR).  

“We were pleased to lay the 
foundation for what has become a 
widely revered publication,” said Doyle. 

Led by Dean Bruce Peterson (1962-
69) and faculty sponsors James C. 
Thomas and Charles W. Linder, Jr., 
the TLR burgeoned, bringing national 
recognition to the college and providing 
generations of  law students the 
opportunity to enhance their academic 
experience. 

On May 9, in conjunction with the 
2014 Reunion Weekend, the college 

will host a 50th 
anniversary 
celebration of  
Tulsa Law Review 
for all alumni 
and friends. 
For more 
information, 
visit utulsa.edu/
law/reunion. 

On February 25, the College of  Law announced the 
commitment of  major new funding to establish the Access to 
Legal Education Scholarship (ALES). The new program awards 
an immediate $18,000 annual scholarship to qualified first-year 
students from a 12-state region and is automatically renewed each 
year as long as the student maintains good academic standing with 
a minimum 2.0 grade point average. 

The ALES program directly responds to rising tuition, mounting 
student debt, and a challenging job market for law school graduates.

ALES will create more than $50,000 in tuition savings for each 
entering JD student from Oklahoma, Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming. For more information, visit 
utulsa.edu/law/ALES.

TU College of Law continues to advance in 
U.S. News & World Report rankings

For the third year, The University 
of  Tulsa College of  Law is 
among the top 100 law schools in 
the nation, ranked 72nd by U.S. 
News & World Report’s 2015 Best 
Graduate Schools. During the past five 
years, TU has advanced 75 places 
in the rankings based on several 
factors, including overall quality 
assessment, reputation, selectivity of  
student applications, job placement, 
and faculty resources.

“Our trajectory is the result of  the 
tireless work of  our admissions and 
professional development offices, as 
well as the unswerving commitment 
of  our faculty, alumni, and students,” 
said Dean and Dean John Rogers 
Endowed Chair Janet Levit. 

U.S. News & World Report assessed 
194 law schools in the rankings this 
year. TU’s College of  Law gained 
in most categories by focusing on 
enrolling highly qualified applicants, 

refining curriculum to align with the 
practical realities of  the market, and 
providing meaningful professional 
experiences for students. 

“Consistently rising in the U.S. 
News rankings — even a place or 
two — is no small feat. To leap ahead 
year after year is proof  positive of  
the dedication and excellence of  the 
students, faculty and administration 
at the College of  Law,” said TU 
President Steadman Upham.
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True to the Blue

In just a few short years, TU’s True Blue Neighbors 
initiative has established itself  as a valuable community 
resource for the city of  Tulsa. Inspired by TU President 
Steadman Upham, the program was established in 2009 
to engage students in the responsibility of  citizenship 
and service. Exclusive to TU, the program provides an 
opportunity not only for students, but also for faculty and 
staff  to volunteer and help improve the quality of  life in 
the Kendall Whittier neighborhood and surrounding areas 
of  Tulsa.

“While our larger community benefits greatly from 
True Blue Neighbors, 
the true beneficiaries 
are TU students who 
discover their strengths, 
develop a sense of  self  
and often find a passion-
driven career as a result 
of  community service and 
engagement,” Upham 
said.

Through partnerships 
with more than 80 civic 
organizations across the 
city, True Blue Neighbors 
offers TU volunteers 
endless opportunities 
to take an active role in 
community engagement. During the 2012-13 academic 
year, nearly 3,000 members of  the TU family donated 
55,394 hours to community improvement projects, at a 
monetary value of  $1.2 million. 

“Our university has developed a culture of  service,” 
said Susan Neal, TU vice president of  government 
relations and economic development. “It’s not about the 
number of  hours we volunteer. Our students, faculty and 
staff  are truly passionate about meeting the needs of  the 
community.”

Among its many individual programs, True Blue 
Neighbors has focused on improving the literacy rates 

of  elementary students and providing healthy food for 
children in low-income areas. The organization’s after-
school youth mentoring program offers free academic and 
nutrition support to approximately 70 Kendall-Whittier 
Elementary students and their families.

On a larger scale, True Blue Neighbors has teamed 
up with the national nonprofit group Reading Partners 
to improve the literacy skills of  local students, many 
of  whom are reading well below their grade level. TU 
volunteers visit Kendall-Whittier to read with the children 
each week as they gain confidence and discover a passion 

for books. 
“Our partnership 

with TU and True Blue 
Neighbors has been 
instrumental to our 
success here in Tulsa,” 
said Barry Maxwell, 
executive director of  
Reading Partners for 
the Tulsa region, which 
was established one year 
ago. 

More than 120 TU 
students, faculty and 
staff  serve as weekly 
reading mentors to 
children at Kendall-

Whittier and Sequoyah Elementary Schools.
“TU faculty and staff  walk the talk and fully embrace 

community projects,” Maxwell said. “Their efforts greatly 
contributed to our ability to surpass the goals we set for 
our first year in the Tulsa area.”

TU reading partners have become familiar faces 
around the halls of  Kendall-Whittier Elementary, but 
True Blue Neighbors impacts the lives of  students well 
beyond the realm of  books. From providing basic school 
supplies for teachers to planting vegetables in the school 
courtyard, volunteers are readily available to lend a hand. 

“The True Blue Neighbors initiative is thoughtfully 

true blue

As one of Tulsa’s burgeoning volunteer initiatives, True Blue Neighbors reflects 
The University of Tulsa’s community service mission.
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woven into the fabric of  Kendall-Whittier Elementary,” 
said Danielle Hovenga, who serves as the elementary 
school’s director of  community engagement. “When 
a project or opportunity presents itself, the university 
makes every effort to ensure that the effort will provide 
meaningful support to our 1,100 students. It takes ‘giving 
back’ to a whole new level.”

Across the university, TU student organizations, clubs, 
Golden Hurricane athletic teams and individual classes 
participate in community service projects on a daily basis. 
Students from other countries often volunteer for service 
events through the university’s Office of  International 
Student Services (ISS) and its English Institute. New to 
America and Tulsa, they sort and pack food items at the 
Community Food Bank of  Eastern Oklahoma. 

Devinder Singh, English Institute instructor and ISS 
student liaison, said the opportunity helps international 
students develop closer connections to TU and the 
community. “They respect whatever work they’re given,” 

she said. “I’m very thankful and proud of  how they are 
making a difference.”

In recent years, TU psychology students have taken 
an active role in True Blue Neighbors by participating 
in a partnership with TU’s Center for Community 
Research and Development (CCRD). The group 
evaluates programs and provides consultation services 
for community improvement agencies. Through the 
CCRD, undergraduate and graduate students conducted 
evaluations for a court-ordered parenting class at 
Domestic Violence Intervention Services/Call Rape as 
well as the Henry Zarrow Center for Art and Education. 
Others completed a community survey for Tulsa’s 
Community Action Project agency. 

“Over the days and weeks that our students were 
engaged in these projects, they were able to test their 
classroom knowledge in real-life situations and hone their 
survey development and implementation skills,” said 
Kalpana Misra, dean of  the Henry Kendall College of  

Arts and Sciences.
As students progress in their collegiate careers, True 

Blue Neighbors activities become a special component of  
their character, a reflection of  their community awareness 
and marketability in the professional workforce. “Not only 
are students enriched by their service experiences, but also 
better prepared to contribute to the community missions 
of  their future employers,” said Shelly Holly, director of  
TU Career Services.

A university’s community engagement influences the 
college selection process of  prospective students and their 
parents. According to administrators in TU’s Office of  
Enrollment and Student Services, the appeal of  volunteer 
opportunities at universities across the country is a 
growing trend. 

“A robust service initiative such as True Blue 
Neighbors plays an important role in recruiting 
outstanding students to TU,” said Mike Mills, associate 
dean of  community relations.

True Blue Neighbors continues to expand its service 
and is expected to open its new Center for Community 
Engagement office in the Kendall Whittier neighborhood 
within the next few months. The facility will allow the 
program to spread its mission of  service across new areas 
of  the city while collaborating with community partners.

Alumni play an important role in promoting 
their alma mater’s service endeavors. In April, the 
TU Alumni Association hosted its first-ever TU Day 
encouraging alumni chapters and clubs to partner with 
a local philanthropic organization and give back to the 
communities where they live and work.

For more information about TU’s community 
engagement initiatives, please visit 

trueblueneighbors.com.
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Art in the city

 
Freelance artist and graphic designer Josh Butts (BFA 

’09) didn’t grow up in Tulsa, but his love for the city shines 
through in the bright and colorful murals he paints to 
inspire the community. 

His latest work (shown right) represents the hopes and 
aspirations of  citizens living and working in one of  Tulsa’s 
historic mid-town neighborhoods. The mural features 
a young girl, dressed in TU blue and gold, riding her 
bike past iconic Tulsa landmarks toward the skyscrapers 
of  downtown. What Butts calls a transitional piece, the 
scene includes historic symbols entwined among images 
depicting hope of  continued renovation and development.

“The Pearl District wants to become an artery from 
TU to downtown, so soon anybody can hop on a bike, 
ride downtown from TU and feel safe the whole way,” 
Butts said.

The fine arts in Tulsa are greatly enriched by the do-good community spirit of TU alumni and 
students whose contributions range from making art, teaching art and championing artistic 
endeavors to providing valuable service to nonprofit organizations. Josh Butts uses his artistic ability 
to enliven a neighborhood as it evolves from desperate to developed, while Matt Moffett encourages 
the artiste in underserved Tulsa girls, teaching them to let loose their imaginations onto paper and 
canvas. The energetic Ken Busby has his hand on the pulse of Tulsa’s cultural heartbeat, while 
the university’s student-run Third Floor Design agency creates award-winning material for Tulsa’s 
nonprofit community. Whether splashing iconic scenes of Tulsa onto barren walls or steering young 
artists or decades old arts organizations, TU alumni and students embody the university’s mission by 
welcoming the responsibility of citizenship and service in a changing world. 

The mural is Butts’ interpretation of  the Pearl District 
Association’s mission: reinvent the art of  city life in Tulsa.

“There’s a lot of  potential for public art in Tulsa,” he 
said. “Art has a way of  transcending paint on the wall. It 
involves everybody who looks at it.”

Butts’ career in fine arts is quite a stretch from the life 
he lived prior to college. A New York native, he spent five 
years in the U.S. Army before attending TU on a track 
and field scholarship. Butts said he’s always had an affinity 
for illustration and the arts, especially when it speaks to 
the community. 

“It’s who I am,” he said. “It’s extremely fulfilling 
when paintings feature a community interest. It’s bigger 
than you. I’m part of  the team … I just happen to be the 
image maker.”

true blue

reinventing the art of city life
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touting tulsa’s cultural scene
Ken Busby (BA ’89) seems to be everywhere promoting 

the cultural side of  Tulsa. Just follow him on Facebook.
As the executive director and CEO of  the Arts & 

Humanities Council of  Tulsa (AHCT), Busby leads a 
dizzying array of  related organizations. In July, he ends 
simultaneous terms as chairman of  the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center Trust as well as chairman of  the Tulsa 
Symphony Orchestra. He’s also president of  Tulsa 
International Mayfest. 

Busby has chaired the city’s Arts Commission and the 
Tulsa Global Alliance, and led the Oklahoma Museums 
Association. When he’s not running the daily aspects of  
AHCT, he’s speaking, emceeing, advocating, or hosting 
conclaves of  arts-related visitors. 

With the resurgence of  Tulsa’s downtown, he has 
much to discuss. The Arts & Humanities Council of  
Tulsa’s new headquarters, the Hardesty Arts Center, is 
part of  the blooming Brady Arts District. Nearby, the 
Henry Zarrow Center for Art and Education provides a 
dynamic arts anchor serving TU’s School of  Art as well as 
Gilcrease Museum.  

Busby started in the corporate world, but confessed, “I 
couldn’t see myself  there for the next 50 years. I wanted 
to know I made a difference.” He actually found his niche 
covering the arts for KWGS, and during grad school in 
Indiana. After stints at Gilcrease and Tulsa Zoo Friends, 
he has headed AHCT since 2002. 

“You don’t go into nonprofits to make tons of  money. 
You do it because it is satisfying; you care about the 
mission, and you care about the people,” he says. “You 
do it because you are making an impact and can see the 
results of  your efforts. If  I am doing something to help 
somebody else, I am enriched, rewarded and fulfilled.”

nurturing girls’ imaginations
What started as a muddy courtyard outside Matt 

Moffett’s art room at Eugene Field Elementary School 
evolved into a nonprofit that teaches girls about art and 
life. From personal experience, Moffett (BA ’96) already 
knew how art could change your life. Planning to teach 
Spanish, he switched careers after the death of  his beloved 
dog. After searching for someone to paint the dog’s 
portrait proved futile, he decided to paint it himself. Soon, 
others wanted him to paint their pets’ images, and it 
became his calling.

Moffett taught art to fund his passion. After Eugene 
Field was rebuilt, he saw potential in the unused courtyard 
as a “cross-teaching tool,” but had to raise the money 
himself  to landscape it. Then, a local restaurant asked 
him to hang his works. Instead, he suggested a showing of  
his students’ efforts. 

“We took all their tempera painting … and made giant 
weavings that included objects they brought from home,” 
he says. The works were an immediate hit and raised 
$12,000.

“Businesswoman Mona Pittenger was blown away 
about how we raised the money,” Moffett said. In 2007, 
she funded and cofounded Tulsa Girls Art School (TGAS) 
with him. Today, 45 girls from elementary to high school 
learn art and life skills. They show their works at TGAS 
and TU’s downtown Henry Zarrow Center for Art and 
Education. A portion of  each work they sell goes into 
individual savings accounts. They travel to view art in 
other cities, and the high school students are often placed 
in advanced art classes because of  their TGAS experience. 

“On a personal level, TGAS has made me grow as a 
professional,” Moffett said. “I’m so excited. I don’t think 
I’m ever going to have kids in my life, but these girls are 
my children. And I am so proud of  them.”

Two decades and going strong
For more than 20 years, TU’s Third Floor Design has 

produced pro bono promotional materials for nonprofit arts 
and social service agencies in Tulsa and the surrounding 
areas. The student-run graphic design agency, brainchild 
of  School of  Art Director and Applied Professor M. Teresa 
Valero, aligns with the university’s service mission to teach 
students the rewards of  volunteerism in the community.

Nearly 200 students have completed projects through 
Third Floor Design, creating award-winning logos, 
posters, fliers, brochures, invitations, letterhead, websites, 
motion graphics and collateral marketing material. The 
agency provides valuable experience in client service, 
budget development, vendor relations, meeting deadlines 
and understanding the impact of  typeface and visual 
communication.

Since its inception, Third Floor has worked with 
more than 100 social service agencies, arts organizations 
and schools such as Educare, Booker T. Washington, the 
American Red Cross, YWCA and Domestic Violence 

Intervention Services.
Madeline Crawford (BFA, BA ’12) said her experience 

working with Third Floor proved to be priceless in her 
career. Today, she serves as art director for Tulsa’s alternative 
newspaper, The Tulsa Voice. As a student designer, her first 
client was Iron Gate, an organization that feeds Tulsa’s 
hungry and homeless. “Third Floor not only requires 
students to take on responsibility, but also provides a place 
to give back to the community in a way that utilizes their 
specific skill set,” she said. “Iron Gate is still one of  my 
clients and a very important organization to me personally.”

Third Floor Design’s client roster includes the Philbrook 
Museum of  Art, 108 Contemporary, Tulsa Opera and the 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center Trust. 

“Third Floor Design saved us thousands of  dollars,” said 
Chad Oliverson, marketing and public relations manager 
for the PAC Trust. “Beyond the monetary value, the graphic 
artists’ level of  quality, communication and cooperation is 
unparalleled.”

HHISPANIC
T U L S A
G R E A T E R

C HAMB E R o f
COMME RC E

Third Floor Design in TU’s School of  Art has created many logos for nonprofit organizations including those shown below.
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Ensuring justice 
for all

The TU College of  Law Lobeck Taylor Family 
Advocacy Clinic (FAC) is the newest addition to the 
college’s Clinical Education Program, made possible by a 
generous gift from local philanthropists Bill Lobeck and 
Kathy Taylor. Inaugurated in the spring 2014 semester, the 
FAC is an intensive course that offers students hands-on 
legal experience and a chance to serve the community 
while exploring the practical and theoretical dimensions of  
legal practice. Under the supervision of  Anna Carpenter, 
assistant clinical professor of  law and director of  the FAC, 
students handle both cases and projects. 

Students represent individual clients in litigation 
cases at the Tulsa County District Court. FAC clients are 

primarily women who are victims of  domestic violence 
seeking freedom from abuse through civil protective 
orders. 

Carol Beatty, a 2014 JD candidate and one of  the 
FAC’s first students, says of  her experience: “Through 
representing my client, I learned about civil procedure, 
client interactions, and trial preparation, and I gained 
skills in collaboration and case management. Overall, the 
best part of  the experience was being a part of  my client’s 
road to recovery from domestic abuse.”

In addition to representing individual clients in 
court, students expand the reach of  the FAC’s services 
by working with nonprofit organizations and community 

groups in policy advocacy, capacity-building, and systemic 
law reform projects. This spring, one team of  students 
worked with the Family Safety Center, a Tulsa-based 
multidisciplinary domestic violence agency, to develop 
strategies for managing professional ethics. Another 
student team partnered with the Oklahoma Assets 
Network to examine Tulsa County’s use of  imprisonment 
as a penalty for failure to pay legal fines and court fees.

hope is where the heart is
When it comes to advocating for the rights of  foster 

children in Oklahoma, Fred Dorwart has been called “a 
quiet crusader.” In 2013, he served as pro-bono co-lead 
counsel in DG v Yarbrough, USDC NDOK, which 
obtained a settlement mandating fundamental reform 
of  the Oklahoma foster care system. His firm, Frederic 
Dorwart Lawyers in Tulsa, contributed a Herculean effort, 
donating over 4,000 pro-bono hours to the case. On 
October 7, 2013, Dorwart was honored for his work at the 
eighth annual Children’s Rights Benefit in New York City. 
In spite of  his great success as a litigator, he avoids the 
spotlight. He accepted his award with the integrity and 
humility that have come to define him. 

“Now, Oklahoma’s children live in hope,” he said. 
“With the passage of  time, thanks to Children’s Rights, 
they will live in safety.”

Dorwart currently serves as president and trustee 
of  the George Kaiser Family Foundation; trustee and 
chairman of  the Investment Committee of  the Board of  
Trustees at The University of  Tulsa; and is a valuable 

member of  the Dean’s Advisory Board at TU College of  
Law. 

“Fred exemplifies what it means to be a lawyer,” said 
TU Law Dean Janet Levit. “His tireless work on behalf  
of  underserved populations casts a shining light on our 
community and sets a valuable example for our law 
students.”

Law and Murdock Villa celebrate five-
year partnership 

On January 23, the College of  Law celebrated its 
fifth anniversary of  a partnership with Murdock Villa, a 
Tulsa Housing Authority residence for disabled adults in 
the Kendall Whittier neighborhood. The law school hosts 
monthly parties at Murdock Villa during the academic 
year to celebrate the residents’ birthdays. At least 18 law 
student organizations have sponsored multiple parties 
during the past five years.

It all began in 2009 when a former TU College of  
Law faculty member reached out to the housing facility 
as a prospective community service project for students. 
Murdock Villa later became a participant in the TU True 
Blue Neighbors program, providing an opportunity for 
other TU students and faculty to volunteer.

“The parties are the talk of  the residents and a positive 
link to the College of  Law,” said cofounder Lou Lindsey, 
former associate director of  the Mabee Legal Information 
Center. “Attendance is always high, and several law 
students keep coming back, building friendships among 
the residents.”

true blue

Lobeck taylor family Advocacy clinic marks inaugural semester

By reason of their knowledge of the law, attorneys have unique opportunities to see justice prevail 
in situations where it otherwise might not be possible. The following stories are a glimpse into the 
community service practiced by TU’s College of Law faculty, staff, alumni and friends, who routinely do 
pro-bono work that makes a difference in the lives of those they consult. Their widely felt encompasses  
changing laws to enriching the experience of law students to bringing the simple joy of birthday wishes to 
the less fortunate. 

College of  Law students join the Tulsa Housing Authority’s Murdock Villa residence in celebrating a five-year tradition of  monthly 
birthday parties.
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Working for the 
common good

Two TU alumni followed their hearts out of  lucrative 
positions in corporate America to find rewarding 
employment in nonprofit organizations.

Roberta Preston (BS ’83, MBA ’88) says she “got to do a 
lot of  amazing things” during her 20 years in the corporate 
sector. She worked for organizations with household names 
— Amoco, BP, PricewaterhouseCoopers and IBM — often 

travelling the world on their behalf. But when her next 
assignments were going to require nearly 100 percent travel, 
the successful Tulsa-based executive said, “I just had that 
nagging sense it was time to do something different.” She 
stumbled across an opening for CEO of  Girl Scouts of  
Eastern Oklahoma and applied. 

It was a perfect fit. Scouting was already a part of  

Preston’s family: her son, Nathan Napier, was working on 
his Eagle Scout project; and husband, Doug Napier, was 
involved in troop leadership. And, once-upon-a-time, she 
had been a Brownie. 

Preston is not alone in making the iconic organization 
a second career. Many Girl Scout CEOs have come from 
business, law or the military. 

“The board brought me in to run the business of  
Girl Scouting,” said Preston, who has served on the 
TU Alumni Board and the Collins College of  Business 
Advisory Board. 

“Girl Scouts prepares its members to function in the 
real world. Troops treat annual cookie sales like small 
business ventures, making bottom-line decisions like any 
company; experience that will help them be leaders in 
whatever path they choose,” she says.  

Preston, who grew up in a philanthropic-minded 
family, loves the Girl Scouts’ mission — “to develop girls 
of  courage, confidence and character that make the world 
a better place.”     

 “When we talk about making the world a better place, 
it sounds so trite and trivial, but I really think that’s what 
my philosophy is,” she said. “There is so much good that 
needs to be done in this world. If  we each do our part to 
make the world a better place, the sum of  the whole is so 
much stronger.”

Understanding that the world can be a much better 
place also lit Byron Sanders’ (BSBA ’06) path to his 
current position. A quarter-life crisis turned Sanders from 
a pharmaceutical sales rep into an education advocate. 
Fittingly, it started with a book. One Month to Live posed the 
question, “What would you do with your last days?”   

Sanders,  who was president of  the TU Student 
Association and a University Ambassador, said, “I was 
punched in the face with the reality that my passion 
was education,” a lesson he had already learned during 
his first two years of  college at Southern Methodist 
University. There, he had helped form Group Excellence, 
a project that matched college students to serve as mentors 
and tutors in at-risk schools. 

“At first I thought it was something to do in college, 
then go off  to my ‘big boy’ career later,” he noted.  

Wrong. 
Married with two children, Sanders quit a lucrative 

job that he liked. He returned to Group Excellence, cited 
by Inc. magazine as the fifth fastest growing education 
company in the country, serving more than 10,000 
students in the Dallas Independent School District. 
Sanders rose to vice president while doing education-
related volunteer work. 

“I got to know a lot of  people in education. When 
the new superintendent came to town, he was looking for 
someone to reboot the Dallas Education Foundation. My 

name came up, and I started in August 2012.”  
As the school district’s fundraising arm, rather than 

diffusing funds by attempting too many projects at once, 
Sanders said, “We carry three or four strategic priority 
initiatives to the funding community.” 

For Sanders, community service is a way of  life. 
“Service is what I would want to do every day. I hope 

every day I get to have a coat of  service over every single 
thing I do, every single engagement I have. Ultimately, 
that is the reason we are all here.”

Helping students hone their inclinations to serve is 
the foundation for a unique student program initiated 
two years ago in the Collins College of  Business. NOVA, 
short for “Innovation!” combines practical study with 
community service. Undergraduate and graduate students 
in all majors have an opportunity to apply for the NOVA 
Fellowship and tackle local issues to improve the lives of  
Tulsans.

Students selected for the fellowship may also earn an 
Applied Innovation Certification through participation 
in workshops, service activities, presentations and other 
networking events.

The NOVA Fellowship helps students prepare for 
their future careers through cross-disciplinary capstone 
initiatives that are tailored to their interests and benefit 
the citizens of  Tulsa. Students work on projects of  their 
own creation under the guidance of  TU faculty and local 
professionals. 

“This program, like so many at TU, offers students 
the chance to go beyond books and computers to gain 
real-world experience and reach out to the community,” 
said Charles Wood, program director and professor of  
marketing.

Some of  TU’s NOVA Fellowship projects include using 
Geographic Information Systems to identify the ideal 
locations for grocery stores in Tulsa’s “food deserts” and 
launching a campaign to promote awareness of  the U.S. 
Bone Marrow Registry.

Whether graduates emulate alumni who have positions 
in the nonprofit sector or decide to use their skills as 
volunteers in the community, the common good will be 
well served.

true blue

In his mid-twenties, 
Byron Sanders (BSBA 
’06) changed his career 
path to follow a passion 
for education and 
volunteer service.
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Changing lives one 
project at a time

While juggling the regular demands of  classwork, jobs 
and TU activities, students in the College of  Engineering 
and Natural Sciences set aside special time for projects 
centered upon the community. Their efforts reflect the 
university’s civic-minded mission and stem from an 
original idea that the late ENS dean Steven Bellovich first 
envisioned nearly 30 years ago.

Since that time, many of  the college’s community 
projects have been developed under the Make a 
Difference Engineering (MADE at TU) initiative. The 
program provides an avenue for mechanical engineering 
students to focus their talents on the special needs of  area 
residents with physical and developmental disabilities. 
Over the years, multiple MADE at TU projects have 
improved the lives of  many disabled children in northeast 
Oklahoma through inventive ideas for mobility aids and 
other adaptive devices.

Several of  the projects are designed specifically 
for students at Tulsa’s Little Light House, a school 

for children with physical and developmental needs. 
Mechanical engineering seniors, Tulsa Undergraduate 
Research Challenge (TURC) scholars and other ENS 
students often meet with Little Light House therapists 
and staff  members to learn what devices could provide 
the children with a form of  transportation and sense of  
independence. 

“The MADE at TU program allows our college to 
work directly with the community, and it inspires our 
students to think beyond a technical standpoint and 
discover how their work can touch the lives of  others,” 
said James R. Sorem, ENS dean.

For the past couple of  years, students and faculty have 
participated in one of  the college’s newer community 
service ventures – a collaboration with the St. Benedict’s 
Parish men’s club in Tulsa. One Saturday a month, Jeremy 
Daily, associate professor of  mechanical engineering, and 
a group of  engineering students volunteer their time and 
mechanic skills to perform auto repairs and tune-ups 

in TU’s Joe’s Garage near campus. The cars, owned by 
residents of  St. Elizabeth’s Lodge, a Tulsa family shelter, 
often are in very poor shape. “My passion is helping 
people with what I know,” said volunteer and mechanical 
engineering doctoral student Amila Perera (MS ’13). “I 
don’t consider it work. For me, it’s fun.” 

TU students and J.C. Diaz, professor of  computer 
science, partnered with the Booker T. Washington High 
School robotics team to construct a robot for Little 
Light House. During TU’s 10-week summer robotics 
camp, students built “Rusty,” a device that children with 
physical limitations can operate to play in a sand box. 
The project featured a multidisciplinary approach with 
students building and welding the frame, assembling the 
electronics, and programming the fully functional robot. 

“Service was an intrinsic part of  the program,” Diaz 
said. “TU faculty and students, Booker T. teachers and 
students, and community mentors all volunteered their 
time to this effort.”

The college’s service ambitions also have a global 
perspective. TU’s Engineers Without Borders (EWB) 
chapter was established in 2006 and has traveled to 
Cotani, Bolivia, on multiple occasions to help install water 
systems that promote more sanitary living conditions. As 
an EWB member, chemical engineering alumnus Jordon 
Warr (BS ’10) helped design and build eco-latrines for 
Cotani residents by teaming up with a local professional 
engineer. Later, Warr and the EWB group visited Cotani 

to implement their final design. The project improved 
water contamination rates and decreased illness in the 
community. 

“We provided a needed service and gained an 
understanding of  the world outside our own,” Warr said.

Much like EWB, Sustainable Engineering for Needy 
and Emerging Areas (SENEA) was organized to address 
problems that science and engineering could solve. Among 
many projects, SENEA’s efforts have focused on installing 
an aquaponics system at Multiple Blessings Orphanage 
in Cambodia and most recently, designing playground 
equipment that will operate water pumps at a school in 
Ghana. 

“For an aspiring engineer, SENEA was a great 
environment for learning how to manage a team and 
take a project from conceptual design to hands-on 
implementation,” said engineering physics alumnus Jordan 
Ocenna (BS ’13). “We had the opportunity to connect 
people through that problem solving.”

SENEA and EWB members will continue to research 
the Ghana school’s water pump systems for future 
projects. SENEA member Kimberly Poff  took on the 
challenge this spring for her mechanical engineering 
senior design project. “The goal is to save energy without 
being too culturally intrusive,” she said.

With compassionate hearts, students and faculty are 
using cutting-edge engineering technology to lend a 
helping hand at home and around the world. 

Engineers Without Borders proposes a food vacuum design for implementation 
at Tulsa’s Community Food Bank of  Eastern Oklahoma. (Left to right): 
Chemical engineering/math junior Mitchell Trafford, chemical engineering 
sophomore Will Johnston, mechanical engineering senior Zach Bunnell, 
engineering physics senior Tim Brown, food bank product recovery manager 
Scooter Vaughan and Applied Associate Professor of  Chemical Engineering 
Christi Patton-Luks.

Gavin Bauer, computer science and mathematics sophomore, 
performs basic repairs on a car owned by a resident at St. 
Elizabeth’s Lodge, a family shelter in downtown Tulsa.

Justin Chalker, assistant professor of  chemistry and 
biochemistry, demonstrates an experiment to middle school 
students at TU’s College of  Engineering and Natural Sciences 
Open House in Keplinger Hall.

TU’s Tandy School of  Computer Science teams up with Booker T. Washington 
High School to build a robot for disabled children at Tulsa’s Little Light House.
(Left to right): TU computer science senior Suqin (Jessica) Lin, TU computer 
engineering PhD student Scott Rainwater (BS ’09, MS ’10), BTW sophomore 
Samuel Taylor, Professor of  Computer Science J.C. Diaz, BTW junior Charles 
Bales, parent and team mentor Ken Martin, team mentor Zach Carpenter (BS 
’05, MS ’08), BTW senior and president of  the BTW Robotics Club Logan 
Dierker, BTW senior Andrew Chandler, and BTW freshman Jarett Martin. 

true blue



25S P R I N G  2 0 1 424 t h e  u N I v e R S I t y  o f  t u l S a  a l u m N I  m a G a z I N e

TU sTUdEnT volUnTEErs: 
Fulfilling dreams

From orientation through graduation, the university 
encourages students to volunteer according to their 
interests, and if  they cannot find the perfect fit for their 
particular altruism, they are encouraged to start their 
own. Over the years, TU students have contributed their 
knowledge and skills locally, regionally and internationally 
through projects as diverse as building biogas digesters 
in Asia to improved sanitation systems in Bolivia. Their 
outreach has also had a positive impact locally, addressing 
problems with creativity and enthusiasm.

In 2009, Kellyn Smith (BS ’12) and Chris Byrd (BSBA 
’12) responded to a disturbing community need. Will 
Rogers High School, located a few blocks east of  TU’s 

campus, had a dropout rate of  nearly 50 percent, and only 
30 percent of  its graduates pursued a higher education. 
Smith and Byrd cofounded The Dream Project, a 
college-readiness program based on a model developed 
at the University of  Washington. Initially, Tulsa’s Dream 
Project paired first generation college-bound high school 
students with TU students and administrators who helped 
them navigate the process of  researching and applying 
to college. The individual mentorship program, which 
matched a high schooler with a TU student, provided 
personal attention and academic support to struggling 
students in order to help them remain in school. 

Since its founding, the project has evolved to meet 

the needs of  the high school. Currently, three students 
are codirectors of  the project — seniors Abby Greenhaw 
and Valerie Roarty, and junior Lauren Stanley, who will 
continue the project after the seniors graduate. 

“Last year, we had 35 volunteers who each helped 
three or more Rogers students during the study hall 
periods,” Greenhaw noted.

This year, in addition to being mentors, the TU 
volunteers serve as teacher and counselor assistants, 
helping with paper work and organizing material, sharing 
their college experiences with students, and working with 
the school social worker on the Back Pack Program by 
picking up food from the food bank and distributing bags 
to those in need.

Greenhaw also incorporated fun learning activities into 
her mentoring sessions. 

“Once the 10-15 minute classroom seminar concluded, 
my three mentees went to the library. They all had poor 
reading comprehension scores and wanted to improve, 
so we would pick out fun magazine articles, I would 
time their reading, then we would discuss the articles. 
After working on homework, we would play a game like 
Taboo.”

Fun, which is often at the heart of  learning, also forms 
the core of  many community service activities by TU’s 
Greek organizations. Anchor Splash. Derby Days. Hoops 
for Hope. Hootiefest. Rock the Casa. Shamrock Week. For 
members of  TU’s social fraternities and sororities, these 
and similar activities are serious business, created to raise 
funds for diverse charities. 

Historically, philanthropy is one of  the major goals 
of  Greek-letter organizations. Greek undergraduates 

and alumni donate millions annually to selected causes 
through local and national projects. 

From homelessness and literacy, to health issues 
from cancer to developmentally challenged children, the 
members of  TU’s seven men’s and eight women’s Greek 
letter organizations spend untold hours volunteering and 
organizing campus-wide events to help others. Several 
have become traditions. Sigma Chi’s weeklong Derby 
Days, Delta Gamma’s Anchor Splash, Delta Delta Delta’s 
Hoops for Hope, and Kappa Delta’s Shamrock Week raise 
money for their national charities by inviting fellow Greeks 
and other students to participate in friendly competitions 
and sports events. Food is often a component. Chi 
Omega’s Hootiefest starts with a campus-wide dinner in 
which local restaurants donate an array of  foods to delight 
the palate, and Kappa Alpha Theta’s Rock the Casa 
appeals to hungry students with an all-you-can-eat dinner 
and music festival. 

Internally, Greeks also engage in numerous activities 
— letter writing campaigns seeking donations, collecting 
canned goods for food drives, or holding dinners to raise 
funds for local charities. Off  campus, for example, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma tutors elementary school students, donates 
books and holds a Reading is Key day, while Omega Psi 
Phi works on a range of  issues from voter registration to 
mentoring.

From the Day of  Service that is a traditional 
component of  TU’s orientation, to finding their niche 
volunteer opportunity, TU’s students fully embrace the 
university’s core values, which include “commitment 
to humanity. . . .(and) welcoming the responsibility of  
citizenship and service in a changing world.” 

true blue

Fraternity members of  TU’s Greek system regularly participate in community service activities such as Habitat for Humanity.

(Left to right): Junior Lauren Stanley and seniors Valerie Roarty and Abby Greenhaw serve as codirectors of  The Dream Project at 
Will Rogers High School.
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An early start
Uschool students learn the value of community service at a young age

For students who attend the University School (fondly 
known as USchool), community service is a regular 
activity, embedded in the private elementary school’s 
mission statement. Core values such as “caring for others 
outside of  our school community” have established a long 
history of  involvement around Tulsa and the state. 

“We see community service as an important aspect 
of  educating the whole child,” said Debbie Price, 
University School’s assistant director. “It’s part of  the 
social/emotional realm of  gifted education. Encouraging 
students to be positive contributing members of  society is 
as important as learning more traditional curriculum.”

Many of  the volunteer opportunities offered at 
USchool focus on improving the lives of  low-income 
students at neighboring Kendall-Whittier Elementary. 
USchool fifth- through eighth-graders take turns spending 
one afternoon a month helping unload delivery trucks 
for the Kendall Whittier Food Pantry at the University 
United Methodist Church. Older students meet weekly for 
Kendall-Whittier’s afterschool reading program to serve 
as reading buddies, and members of  USchool’s Jr. Earth 

Matters Club often join forces with TU’s Earth Matters 
chapter to work in the Kendall-Whittier Grow Garden.

Throughout the year, USchool also collects coats, 
hats, school supplies and nonperishable food for Kendall-
Whittier students. Other community outreach activities 
include food drives and service days at the Community 
Food Bank of  Eastern Oklahoma, the Pennies for Peace 
fund drive, Red Cross Philippine Typhoon and Tsunami 
Relief  drives, and a blanket drive for senior citizens living 
in the Tulsa area. “Our students also make and distribute 
cards and cookies for those who receive the Meals on 
Wheels service,” Price said.

USchool’s extended-day program is just as involved. 
Students are taught skills that can be applied to 
community service projects. Last year after learning about 
baking, students made their own dog biscuits to sell in 
support of  the Animal Rescue Foundation.

“It is our hope that being aware of  others will teach 
empathy and understanding and lead our students to use 
their gifts and talents to make the world a better place,” 
Price said.

Athletes in action
As a member of  the Golden Hurricane men’s 

basketball team, student-athlete Timothy Peete is known 
for his skills on the court and his involvement in the 
community. He has read to students at local elementary 
schools, assisted with clothing drives for less fortunate 
children and set aside time for kids who just need 
someone to talk to. 

“Most of  the projects I’ve been a part of  are not about 
giving money, but about just being there for kids who 
want to express themselves and admire someone who is 
older,” Peete said.

TU’s 18 men’s and women’s athletic teams have 
been community volunteers across Tulsa for more than a 
decade. Since 2011, Golden Hurricane student-athletes 
have completed nearly 8,300 hours of  service-learning 
activities for well-known organizations including Habitat 
for Humanity, Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Salvation 
Army Angel Tree and Read Across America Day. They 
also volunteer for the area’s smaller-scale projects such 
as Shadow A Student-Athlete Day, St. John Hospital 
and Operation School Bell, a program that provides new 
clothes, shoes, books and health kits to children living in 
poverty. Men’s basketball players visit with the children as 
they wait their turn to shop and often help them pick out 
new items.

“The TU athletes are so personable. They listen 
to what the kids are saying and get down on one knee 

to talk to them,” said Kathleen Moss, president-elect 
of  Assistance League of  Tulsa, which facilitates the 
Operation School Bell initiative. 

Like many local organizations, Moss said Assistance 
League of  Tulsa values its relationship with TU, but 
student-athletes also benefit from the experience.

“Volunteering has helped me become a better person. 
It keeps me focused on being a positive role model,” Peete 
said. “They look up to me even when I don’t realize I’m 
making an impact in their lives.”

true blue

true blue

TU student-athletes celebrate Read Across America Day by sharing a timeless Dr. Seuss story with Tulsa elementary students.

Students at TU’s University School raised money baking and selling dog biscuits to support Tulsa’s Animal Rescue Foundation. Golden Hurricane basketball player Timothy Peete enjoys reading 
to local school children as a community service volunteer.
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The Dallas and Fort Worth Chapters hosted their 5th 
Annual Holiday Party and Toy Drive on December 10, 
2013. Members were encouraged to bring a gift for the 
Catholic Charities of  Dallas Christmas Angels program. 
They collected gifts for children of  all ages. Pictured are 
Brooke Nievar Bedford (BSBA ’10), Ashley Shifteh (BSBA 
’03), Casey Tripp (BSBA ’04), Cassie Hubbert (BA ’09), 
Tahereh Behbehani (MBA ’09), Layne Fisher (BSBA ’07, 
MBA ’09), Brad Seal (BA ’97), Andrea Miranda (BSBA 
’10), Sally Hubbert (BA ’09), Jon Nylund (BA ’05), Molly 
Hubbert Doyle (BA ’09), Derek Pettifer (BSBA ’08), 
Brandon Jordan (MA ’10), Kristyn McDaniel (BSBA 
’10), Jason Stangel (BPE ’11), Dallas Chapter President 
Harrison Bedford (BSBA ’10) and Fort Worth Chapter 
President Matthew Wiley (BA ’06).

Alumni chapters making a difference across the nation

dallas
Members of  the Dallas Chapter of  the TU Alumni Association 

prepared and served lunch at the Ronald McDonald House of  Dallas 
on June 30, 2013. Pictured are Marcus Bandi (BSBA ’98), Layne Fisher 
(BSBA ’07, MBA ’09), Casey Tripp (BSBA ’04), Dallas Chapter President 
Harrison Bedford (BSBA ’10), Andrew McCaffrey (JD ’04), Lori Bandi (BA 
’99), Amy Gerald (BA ’99), Cassie Hubbert (BA ’09), Sally Hubbert (BA 
’09), Ann Heidger (BA ’99), Millicent Gold Hughes (BA ’01) and Amanda 
Shaw McCaffrey (JD ’06).

denver

d.c.

st. louis

houston

The Denver Chapter volunteered at the Food Bank of  
the Rockies on November 9, 2013. Pictured are Carrie 
Steuart, Denver Chapter President Emily Gibson (BA ’09), 
Hemanta Mukherjee (MSE ’77, PhD ’80), Matt Lowry, 
Mark Plumb (BSBA ’88), Adrienne Tuck (BA ’04), Sara 
Lewis (BS ’13), Lisa Swart (BEE ’10), Mary Beth Vasco (JD 
’84), and Diane Gebetsberger Lowry (BED ’79).

The St. Louis Chapter adopted The 
Little Bit Foundation as their philanthropy 
for 2013. The Little Bit Foundation is 
committed to helping disadvantaged school 
children by creating a positive impact for 
personal growth, increasing self-esteem and 
encouraging a more focused and active 
learning environment. Darrel Pfeifauf  (BSBA 
’06), Kristin Preiss Pfeifauf  (BA ’06) and 
Justin Margherio (BSBA ’08) are pictured at 
The Big Fun Event, the charity’s fundraiser, 
on August 23, 2013.

Each year, the Washington D.C. Chapter participates 
in Hands on D.C., a volunteer organization that helps 
improve D.C. public schools and raises scholarships for local 
students. On May 18, 2013, members helped with various 
projects including painting, cleaning and landscaping. 
Pictured are Jeff  Cua, Ken Ferrell (BSBA ’08), Christy 
Wagner, Washington D.C. Chapter President Scott Bousum 
(BA ’08), Crystal Thayer Maguire (BSBA ’03) and Troy 
Maguire (BA ’99).

The Houston Chapter participated in the 3rd Annual 
Casa de Esperanza Young Professionals Chili Cook-off  
on February 9, 2013. Casa de Esperanza is a nonprofit 
safe place for children in crisis due to abuse, neglect, or 
the effects of  HIV/AIDs. The organization provides 
residential, medical and psychological care based on the 
needs of  each child. Pictured are Lauren Williams (BSBA 
’09), Sarah Hermosillo (BSBA ’09, MBA ’10), Cory 
Wilson (BSBA ’10) and friends Kent Fisher, Lauren Fisher, 
Jordan Balcom, Rachel Wilson and Duncan Balcom. 

The Tulsa Chapter of  the Alumni Association teamed up 
with nine other local collegiate alumni associations to compete 
in the second annual Food Bowl Challenge, benefiting the 
Community Food Bank of  Eastern Oklahoma. The Tulsa 
Chapter won the challenge by raising $26,930, most of  which 
was matched by the George Kaiser Family Foundation and will 
help feed neighbors in eastern Oklahoma. 

The Food Bowl Challenge complemented related projects 
conducted by students, faculty and staff  as part of  the True 
Blue Neighbors community service initiative. TU recently 
donated $10,000 to the Community Food Bank of  Eastern 
Oklahoma and participated in Gov. Mary Fallin’s Feeding 
Oklahoma food drive. Student-athletes participated in the 
TU Rallies Against Hunger project that collaborated with 
Tyson Foods, and law students volunteered at the food bank 
by packing meal boxes. The TU Student Association also 
contributed $20,000 to the effort by organizing the student 
contest, Homecoming Against Hunger, hosting a fall drive 
to raise funds and awareness about community service and 
planning a benefit concert for 2014. All proceeds from these 
events were gifted to the Community Food Bank of  Eastern 
Oklahoma.

Other alumni associations participating in the 2013 Food 
Bowl Challenge included Louisiana State University, Oklahoma 
State University, Texas A&M, the University of  Arkansas, the 
University of  Kansas, the University of  Missouri, the University 

of  Nebraska, the University of  Oklahoma and the 
University of  Texas. 

dallas/ft. worth tulsa

Loyal and True 
to Old Gold and Blue 

On Saturday, April 26, more than 10 Alumni Association 
chapters and clubs across the U.S. participated in the inaugural 
TU Day, celebrating university spirit and alumni service in the 
community. University of  Tulsa alumni and friends partnered 
with philanthropic organizations in their communities for a 
day of  service. Visit Facebook.com/utulsa.alumni to view event 
photos.

true blue
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s Schedule set 
for first football 
season in new 
conference

TU will get right into American 
Athletic Conference competition in its 
inaugural season when it kicks off  the 
2014 campaign at home against new 
league member, the Tulane Green 
Wave. Action begins the first weekend 
of  the college football season. 

Tulsa’s 2014 schedule features 
two teams that captured BCS Bowl 
victories and finished the season 
ranked among the nation’s top-10 last 
year — Oklahoma and UCF.

Tulsa fans can purchase 2014 
season tickets at TulsaHurricane.com, 
or by calling 918.631.GoTU (4688). 
Season ticket prices start at $140. 
Mazzio’s Family Fun Zone tickets, for 
two adults and two youth, are priced 
at $460 for the entire six-game season. 
Family Fun Zone season tickets, 
excluding the Oklahoma game, can be 
purchased for $160. 

Game times will be announced at 
a later date for all games. The game 
dates below are subject to change for 
additional television.

2014 tulsa football 
schedule
Date Opponent 
Aug. 30 TULANE*  
Sept. 6 OKLAHOMA
Sept. 13 at Florida Atlantic
Sept. 27 TEXAS STATE
Oct. 4 at Colorado State
Oct. 11 at Temple*
Oct. 18 SOUTH FLORIDA* 
 (Homecoming)

Oct. 31   at Memphis*
Nov. 8 SMU*
Nov. 14   at UCF*
Nov. 22  at Houston*
Nov. 28 EAST CAROLINA*
*American Athletic Conference Games
Dates subject to change.

Cross country 
team wins 
another title

The Tulsa men’s cross-country 
team made history by capturing the 
school’s fourth consecutive Conference 
USA Championship in November, 
while the women claimed their second 
C-USA title in the last four years. 

Tulsa Head Coach Steve Gulley 
was named C-USA Men’s Cross 
Country Coach of  the Year for the 
sixth time in his career.

Hurricane Hoops 
for Hunger 

At the Tulsa-Old Dominion men’s 
basketball game on February 15, a 
76-37 Golden Hurricane victory, TU 
basketball fans donated $2,433.55 and 
712 pounds of  food at the 8th Annual 
Hurricane Hoops for Hunger Day. Fans 
brought nonperishable and canned 
food items or donated money to benefit 
the Community Food Bank of  Eastern 
Oklahoma. Those totals equate to 
providing 10,325 meals. 

Men’s basketball wins C-USA title, 
makes NCAA appearance

After a 1-6 start to a season that 
featured non-conference games 
against Creighton, Wichita State, 
Oklahoma and Maryland, the Tulsa 
men’s basketball team rebounded to 
win 20 of  its final 27 games and finish 
the season with a 21-13 record

A sophomore-laden class claimed 
a share of  the regular season 
Conference USA Championship, won 
the C-USA postseason crown and 

made Tulsa’s first appearance in 
the NCAA Tournament since 2003. 
The Hurricane won 11 straight 
games and posted a 13-3 C-USA 
record.

The future is bright for Golden 
Hurricane basketball, as Tulsa’s 
sophomore class contributed 81 
percent of  the team’s total points 
and 75 percent of  the team’s 
rebounds in 2013-14. 



tU alumni association

al
um

ni
ne

w
s

32 t h e  u N I v e R S I t y  o f  t u l S a  a l u m N I  m a G a z I N e 33S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

The Class of  1988 celebrated their 25th reunion at Homecoming 2013. 
Pictured are Scott Crise (BPE ’87, BMG ’88), Martha White Crise (BA ’88), 
David Iverson (BCE ’88), Tom Wuller (BS ’88), Jackie Ray Greife (BCE ’86, 
MSE ’93), Dave Lewis (BS ’88), John Williams (BCE ’88, JD ’92), Andrea 
Mills Weber (BSBA ’88), Kirk Funkhouser (BSBA ’88), Harry Sharkis (BCE 
’88), Susie Spenner Kreitman (BS ’88), Carol Eberhard Yeager (BA ’88), Stan 
Whitehurst (BA ’88), Isabell Sibala Estes (BSBA ’88), Scott Estes (BSBA 
’88), Tom Buckley (BA ’88) and Richard Sambrano (BSBA ’88). 

 

The Tulsa Chapter of  the TU 
Alumni Association invites you to 
lift a glass to the 10th Annual TU 
Uncorked food and wine festival 
presented by Kevin Lawlor (BSCE 
’94). TU Uncorked will be held on 
Friday, June 6, 2014, at the historic 
Cain’s Ballroom in downtown Tulsa.  

As we celebrate the past 10 years, 
the Alumni Association would like 
to thank everyone who has chaired, 
sponsored, volunteered and attended 
TU Uncorked to make it the event 
that it is today. Since its inception, 
the event has raised more than 
$500,000 in need-based scholarship 

funding for students in the Tulsa area.
The 2014 honorary event chairs are 

Bill (BS ’69) and Rosie Hinkle. Event 
chairs are Jackie Wells Griffin (BA ’03, 
JD ’06), Eric Griffin (BSBA ’06, MBA 
’07), Kevin Lawlor (BSCE ’94); and 
event cochair is Maria Gaw (BA ’07).  

To register and for more 
information, please visit www.
TUAlumni.com/uncorked. 
For sponsorship and volunteer 
opportunities, contact Jeffrey Rudd at 
jeffrey-rudd@utulsa.edu, or 918-631-
2092.

The Future Alumni Council 
was formed in 2003 as a way to 
introduce TU students to the 
Alumni Association. Today it 
has grown to an organization of  
30 members who are passionate 
about the future and legacy of  
the university. FAC educates 
and prepares students for future 
leadership roles and gives them 
opportunities to interact with 
university administrators and 
leaders. 

The organization is student-
run and supported by the 
Tulsa Chapter of  the Alumni 
Association. FAC strives to 
promote school spirit, build 
loyalty, advance campus 
traditions and serve The 
University of  Tulsa through 
meaningful programs of  service. 
The two main traditions that 
FAC manages are the Taste 
of  TU event at the annual 
Homecoming Bonfire and 
The Final Bell Party and Bell 
Ringing in May, celebrating 
new graduates. In addition, they 
encourage graduating students 
to update their information and 
stay engaged with TU. 

Many Future Alumni 
Council alumni are now active 
on the Tulsa Chapter Board 
of  Directors and in various 
chapters and clubs around the 
country. 

“We are very thankful to 
FAC for their leadership and 
carrying the TU traditions 
forward,” said John Williams 
(BS ’88, JD ’92), Tulsa Chapter 
president. 

Future Alumni 
Council trains 
alumni leaders

TU Uncorked celebrates 10 years

2013 Distinguished Alumni were honored at a celebration at the Lorton 
Performance Center on Thursday, October 31. Honored were Thomas H. 
Russell (BS ’57), Henry D. “Hank” Haney (BS ’77), Lovie L. Smith (BS 
’80) and Judy Zarrow Kishner (BS ’74, JD ’77).

TU Tennis alumni enjoyed a reunion during Homecoming 2013. Pictured are head men’s tennis coach 
Vince Westbrook, Ollie Gresham (JD ’58), H.I. Aston (BA ’65, JD ’68), Philip Pinnell (BA ’72, 
JD ’74), Lee Keeling (BS ’49), Mickey Wilson (BS ’54), Paige McMurray, Jennifer DeSpain 
(BS ’02, MBA ’04), Jana Sedivec (BEX ’02), Lauren Allen, Olof  Sjolund (BSBA ’07), Steve 
Timperley (BSBA ’03), Robbie Merrick (BSBA ’03), Andy Brown (BA ’95), Chris Milliron (BA 
’96), Bruce Proctor (BMG ’78), Michael Bartlett (BS ’63), Michael Beard (BS ’68, JD ’72), 
Ross Cunningham (BSBA ’08, MBA ’10), Andy Connelly (BSBA ’08), Bobbie Mehan (BS ’79), 
Paul Roberson, Diane Tomlinson Wood (BSBA ’83), Richard Alexander (BMG ’87, MBA ’92) 
and Derrick Gragg, TU’s vice president and director of  athletics. 

The Class of  1963 was honored at 
the Gold Medallion Society Brunch on 
November 2, 2013. 

On November 1, alumni of  all ages celebrated Homecoming 2013’s 
TU on Tap at Bar46 in downtown Tulsa. TU alumni and friends 
pictured are Michaela Comstock, Andrew Comstock (BSBA ’00), 
Jeremy Price and Stacy Cox Price (BSBA ’99).

The Denver Chapter of  the TU Alumni Association won the 2012-
2013 Charles S. Monroe Outstanding Chapter of  the Year Award. 
Emily Gibson (BA ’09), Denver Chapter president, accepted the 
award from Binoy Agarwal (BSBA ’01, MBA ’06), during the 
Alumni Association Board of  Directors meeting on November 1, 
2013. The award is given annually to an officially chartered alumni 
chapter outside of  Tulsa that develops programs and participates in 
events that bolster and advance TU. 

“Loyal Always True” Homecoming 2013 highlights



Harrison Tyree (BA ’99) and her husband, William Josiger, 
welcomed their second child, Emily Abigail, in October 2012. Emily 
joined big brother, Will. The family moved to Canberra, Australia, 
where they will be posted for three years. 

classnotes
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Class Notes are available at the new and 

improved TUAlumni.com. Publish your 

news instantly and search for your fellow 

alumni. 

To register for the site and submit or 

search for Class Notes, visit:

Class Notes 
Online!

www.TUAlumni.com

1950s
Mickey Wilson (BS ’54) 
was inducted into the Tulsa 
Historical Society’s Tulsa Hall 
of  Fame on October 7, 2013. 

George Gibson (BA ’55) 
has been elected chair of  the 
Oklahoma State Board of  
Licensure for Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors. 
He has served on the board 
since 1998.

1960s
Chuck McConnell (BS ’65) 
announced his candidacy for 
the Colorado State House of  
Representatives District 26. He 
is past chairman of  the Routt 
County Republicans and past 
small county representative 
for the state party. Chuck is a 
chemical engineer.

Ray Bender (BS ’67) was 
named a Significant Sig by 
Sigma Chi Fraternity. This des-
ignation is awarded to Sigma 
Chi alumni who have brought 
distinction to themselves and 

Sigma Chi in their chosen 
profession. Ray is a well-known 
speaker, author and consultant 
based in Austin. 

Willis Allen (BS ’68) was 
awarded The Seven Lights 
Alumni Award by Sigma Chi 
Fraternity. This award is pre-
sented to alumni who have 
demonstrated significant service 
to the fraternity. 

Steve Turnbo (BA ’68) was 
appointed to the Judicial 
Nominating Commission by 
Oklahoma Governor Mary 
Fallin. He will serve as a 
Democrat from Congressional 
District One. Steve is chairman 
emeritus of  the Tulsa-based 
Schnake Turnbo Frank public 
relations firm and serves on the 
TU Board of  Trustees. 

1970s
Laurence Yadon (BA ’70) 
published a book, One Murder 
Too Many: Whitey Bulger and 

the Computer Tycoon. Laurence 
is an attorney, mediator and 
arbitrator. He has assisted the 
Department of  Justice in litiga-
tion matters before his local 
United States district court and 
has successfully argued before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Patrick S. Gordon (BA ’74) 
was inducted into the Tulsa 
Historical Society’s Tulsa Hall 
of  Fame on October 7, 2013. 

Layn Phillips (BS ’74, JD ’77) 
was the court-appointed media-
tor in the National Football 
League case that ended with a 
$765 million settlement. Layn is 
a partner with the Los Angeles 
firm of  Irell & Manella. 

Tom Tannehill (JD ’74) has 
been elected chairman of  the 
Irving, Texas Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Tom is 
beginning his fifth year on the 
commission. He was the volun-
teer coach and mentor of  the 
North Hills Prep High School 
mock trial team that won the 
district championship. 

Brian Reeves (JD ’75) has 
been elected secretary to the 
American Mensa Board of  
Directors. He is a mediator 
for Nexus Mediation in Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Dan Hubbard (BCE ’76) has 

been named vice president of  
Tulsa operations, gas processing 
for Willbros Group, Inc. He will 
be responsible for leading the 
technical development of  the 
company’s gas processing plant 
offerings. 

Ann Atchison Nicholas (BS 
’77) was presented with the 
2013 Texarkana Wilbur Award 
for her dedication and service 
to her community, especially 
in relation to the arts. Ann is 
employed as the county clerk, 

Steve Griffiths (BA ’74, 
MTA ’77) and his daughter, 
Megan Griffiths (BA ’05), 
completed the River Ness 10K and 
5K Fun Run respectively, part of  
the 2013 Loch Ness Marathon 
Runs, while vacationing in 
Scotland. 

Heritage Collection 
The TU Alumni Association is proud to present 

the Heritage Collection, which is comprised of  
significant historical items spanning the entire 
history of  The University of  Tulsa. This is an 
ongoing project of  the TU Heritage Committee 
which works tirelessly to collect, catalog, and 
preserve TU memorabilia. Many of  these items are 
on display in the Jill Zink Tarbel Heritage Room 
in Collins Hall. Outside of  the Heritage Room is 
the Virginia C. and Charles L. Scott Hall of  Honor 
which displays individual recognition of  all the TU 
Distinguished Alumni Award winners. The hall also 
has a new baton display case (donated by the Scotts) 
that holds photos, batons and memorabilia from 
Chuck Scott’s award-winning twirling career. 

The Alumni Association is seeking TU-related 
items to expand its Heritage Collection —  items 
that defined your time at TU and also tell the 
university’s distinctive story. Your donation will 
be properly preserved and may be used in TU’s 
heritage displays.

For more information about donating or loaning 
heritage items, please contact the TU Alumni 
Office at 918-631-2555, or TUAlumni@utulsa.edu.

If  you have an item to donate to the Heritage 
Collection, fill out the online form, or contact the 
Office of  Alumni Relations at 918-631-2555 or 
800-219-4688.

 

New TUAlumni.com
The TU Alumni Association announced the 

newly redesigned TUAlumni.com website at 
the end of  2013.  Following the official launch 
of  TUAlumni.com in 2007, the TU Alumni 
Association Board of  Directors and the Office of  
Alumni Relations worked together during 2013 
to give the alumni website a new look, feel and 
functionality.

TUAlumni.com features an updated and 
streamlined appearance. The new site also includes 
new social media presence, robust image display 
and enhanced user experience.  In late 2014, the 
site will release a fully responsive design that will 
look great on desktop, tablet and mobile devices.

Visit TUAlumni.com today to update your 
information, to register for events, to get involved in 
a TU Chapter or Club near you or to give back to 
your alma mater. 

May 1

n Denver Chapter Reception 

May 3

n Chicago Cubs/St. Louis Cardinals Rooftop Event in 
Chicago

May 9-10

n College of  Law Reunion Weekend for Classes of  ’64, 
’74, ’84, ’89, ’94 and ’04 

May 9 

n Final Bell Party celebrating the Class of  2014

uPcomING 
eveNtS

TM

May 10 

n Spring Commencement and Law Hooding

June 3 

n Fort Worth Happy Hour

June 4 

n Career Services Webinar for Alumni

June 6 

n 10th Annual TU Uncorked

June 11 

n Houston Chapter Reception

For more information, visit www.TUAlumni.com.
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Answering the challenge 
of local hunger

Hugh Robert’s latest cause is Lawyers Fighting Hunger, 
but it’s certainly not his first. The University of  Tulsa 
alumnus (BA ’98, JD ’08) first encountered disadvantaged 
people on a community service trip to Peru when he was 
13. “It really opened my eyes to how fortunate we are in the 
United States,” he said. He returned twice to help.  

His volunteer activities increased, especially at TU, where 
his fraternity, Kappa Sigma, was focused on community 
service. “We did eight or ten programs a year,” said Robert, 
who is the organization’s national president. 

Before obtaining his law degree, Robert founded and 
served as executive director of  the nonprofit Oklahoma 
Center for Consumer and Patient Safety, now OKWatchdog. 
As part of  his practice, he has advised 50 nonprofit 
foundations and organizations. 

In 2009, when a Thanksgiving sponsor for Iron Gate 
(a Tulsa program that helps feed the needy) dropped out 
and Robert learned about it, he e-mailed colleagues for 

donations. Within 15 minutes he had raised $2,500. The 
following year, he officially cofounded Lawyers Fighting 
Hunger with an Oklahoma City attorney. Working with 
another nonprofit, they raised enough to feed 1,000 
families. Since then, the organization has added an Easter 
fundraiser and expanded to five cities and two other states, 
with lawyers in 10-15 other states interested in creating 
their own programs. Funds remain in the participating 
communities and assist clients of  several social service 
nonprofits, generally the working poor.  

In Tulsa on distribution day, which requires 70 
volunteers and 200 donors, Lawyers Fighting Hunger holds 
a small festival with games, food, music, arts and crafts. 

“I want to be one of  the drivers whose work leaves my 
community and the areas I work in better than when I 
found them,” Robert said. “My goal is to make a positive 
impact on people I may never have the opportunity to 
meet.” 

Jackie Wells (BA ’03, JD ’06) and Eric Griffin (BSBA ’06, MBA ’07) were married in Tulsa 
on October 19, 2013, at the Tulsa Garden Center. TU alumni in the wedding party included Sara 
Smith (JD ’07), Sarah Habiger (BSBA ’03), Ashley Lansford (BSBA ’05, MBA ’06), 
Blaze McCarthy (BA ’03), Lauren Rector (BSBA ’03), Brian Griffin (BA ’11, BS ’11), 
and Chris Rollmann (MBA ’11). The couple resides in Tulsa. 

Vanessa Martin (BST ’04) married Lindsay K. Kelley III on June 22, 2013, in Waimea, Kauai, 
Hawaii. Amanda Burgan (BA ’05) was in the wedding party. The Martins reside on Kauai. Vanessa 
is an athletic trainer at Waimea High School and Lindsay works in agriculture. 

as well as a ballet instructor at 
the Judith McCarty School of  
Dancing. 

Ronda Kasl (BA ’78) was 
appointed curator of  Colonial 
Latin American art at the 
Metropolitan Museum in New 
York. 

Dwight L. Smith (BS ’78, JD 
’81) was re-elected to a third 
consecutive three-year term 
as a member of  the American 
Bar Association’s House of  
Delegates, representing the solo, 
small firm and general practice 
division. Dwight is also chair of  
the American Bar Association’s 
Standing Committee on the 
Delivery of  Legal Services, 
a position to which he was 
appointed by the association 
president. 

Hannah Davis Robson (BS 
’77) was inducted into the Tulsa 
Historical Society’s Tulsa Hall 
of  Fame on October 7, 2013. 

Beth Roehm (BSN ’79) is serv-
ing a two-year term as president 
of  the St. Louis Chapter of  
the National Association of  
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners. 
Beth is a pediatric nurse prac-
titioner at St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital. 

Ken Spaulding (BS ’79) is 
working with learning disabled 
young adults at Glenpool High 
School in Glenpool, Okla. Ken 
is also the head cross country 
coach for the boys and girls 
teams, which have represented 
the Glenpool Schools at the 
state competition for the past 
consecutive 26 years. On 
September 18, 2013, the teams 
swept the Tulsa 7 Conference 
meet in Cleveland, Okla., tak-
ing home the high school boys 
and girls conference champion-
ship titles. He was awarded the 
region #7 cross country Coach 
of  the Year by the Oklahoma 
Coaches Association. 

1980s
Lovie Smith (BS ’80) was 
named head coach of  the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 
January 2014.

true blue
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Change through Tragedy
Nothing could prepare alumna Kristin (Capatosta) Akin 

(BA ’97) for her journey as a mother. In 2007 at just 10 
weeks old, her son, Andrew, developed liver failure and was 
diagnosed with the immune deficiency Hemophagocytic 
Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH). The only way to save his life 
was through a bone marrow transplant. 

“He had his first transplant at six months, and his 
second one at one year, but they didn’t work,” Akin said. 
“We started preparing for a third try.”

Akin, her husband, Justin, and their oldest son, Matthew, 
moved with Andrew to Ohio to receive care from the 
world’s best HLH experts at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center. After a third bone marrow transplant in 
2009, Andrew underwent genetic testing, and specialists 
discovered an extremely rare genetic mutation not only 
carried by his mother but also his healthy 4-year-old 
brother. Doctors told the Akin family to prepare for an 
uphill battle, and Matthew also received a bone marrow 
transplant to combat the looming disease. Months later, 
complications following the procedures claimed the lives of  
both boys: Andrew in 2009 at 27 months and Matthew in 
2010 at 5 1/2 years old. 

“Immediately, we knew we had to start a foundation in 
honor of  their memory,” Akin said. “We’re very passionate 
about helping families who will be battling HLH in the 
future, educating young people on the importance of  blood 

and platelet donations as well as raising public awareness 
about the national bone marrow registry.”

A long-time Ronald McDonald House volunteer, Akin 
and her husband launched the Matthew and Andrew Akin 
Foundation to provide resources to children with HLH 
and support families enduring the bone marrow transplant 
process. Through blood and platelet drives, fundraisers, an 
annual 700-mile bike ride, medical school guest lectures, 
the bone marrow courier program and many other special 
activities, the Akins are committed to fighting HLH. 
They actively promote the mission of  the HLH Center of  
Excellence at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital where their 
experience has contributed to new methods of  treatment 
and gene therapy. 

“It’s reassuring to know change is coming,” Akin said.
In 2012, she released the memoir Love Trumps Grief: The 

Fight to Save Our Sons and the Gift That Saved Us. 
“True change only happens through tragedy, and I want 

to call people to action,” she said. “I want people to know 
when the worst thing happens, you cannot only survive, 
you can thrive. Our story can motivate people to make a 
difference.”

Akin, her husband and their adopted son, William, 
reside in St. Louis. 

For more information about the foundation, please visit 
www.matthewandandrew.org.

Patty Rieman (BED ’82) 
received tenure and is now asso-
ciate professor of  education at 
Carthage College. 

Kevin Freeman (BSBA ’83) 
published the book, Game Plan: 
How to Protect Yourself  from the 
Coming Cyber-Economic Attack. 
Kevin is a global financial 
analyst commissioned by the 
Pentagon and is one of  the 
world’s leading experts on the 
issue of  economic warfare and 
financial terrorism. 

Jean Mermoud Mrasek 
(BA ’83, MA ’94) was named 
National Panhellenic Council 
chairwoman for the 2013-2015 
term. She will lead the NPC 
board, which has 26 national 
and international member 
sororities in the United States 

with his next solo exhibition in 
France. 

Israel Suster (JD ’89) has been 
selected as a 2013 Super Lawyer 
in Texas. He is the managing 
attorney for The Suster Law 
Group, PLLC, which focuses 
on commercial and property 
disputes and litigations in Texas. 
Israel lives in Plano, Tex. with 
his family. 

1990s
Doug McMillon (MBA ’90) 
became president and CEO 
of  Wal-Mart. He is a 23-year 
veteran of  the company having 
started as a summer associate in 
a Wal-Mart distribution center in 
1984. Most recently, Doug was 
the president and CEO of  Wal-
Mart International. 

Tammy Hamilton Gray 
(BA ’91) has been named the 
communication coordinator for 
the Arkansas Retired Teachers 
Association. She will be respon-
sible for managing all printed, 
electronic and social media for 
the 11,000-member organiza-
tion.

Nadine Bissonnette White (BA ’01) and John White (BA 
’00) moved from Omaha to the Cayman Islands in August to work 
at the Cayman International School. Nadine is an elementary school 
counselor, and John is an IB Spanish teacher and coach. They would 
like for their friend, Jerry Suva (BEE ’99), to come visit them on 
Grand Cayman. 

Megan Ramsay (BA ’04) married Jeremiah Rittmiller on April 
13, 2013, at Tanganyika Wildlife Park in Goddard, Kansas. TU 
alumni in attendance were matron of  honor Julianne Reynolds 
Hand (BA ’04) and Andrew Hand (BEE ’02, MSE ’07). 
Megan is a teacher of  the deaf  for the Wichita Public Schools, and 
Jeremiah is a full-time student at the Wichita Area Technical College. 

Katie Neville Ahrens (BS ’01, MS ’02) and Seth Ahrens 
(BMG ’03) welcomed a boy, James Patrick, on November 8, 2013. 
James joins big brother, John. 

and Canada. Jean is a develop-
ment director at Texas Christian 
University within the College of  
Education. 

Daniel Vineyard (JD ’84) was 
selected as a 2013 Super Lawyer 
by Thomas Reuters. Each year, 
only five percent of  lawyers 
in Texas are named Super 
Lawyers. Daniel is an attorney 
at Jackson Walker, L.L.P. in 
Dallas. 

Curtis Jensen (JD ’85) is serv-
ing as the Utah State Bar presi-
dent. He is one of  the founding 
partners of  Snow Jensen & 
Reece, P.C. in St. George, Utah. 

Don McKinney (BS ’85) was 
elected grand praetor for the 
Oklahoma/Arkansas Province 
for Sigma Chi Fraternity. Don 

will oversee The University 
of  Tulsa, Oklahoma State 
University, University of  
Oklahoma, the University of  
Arkansas and Arkansas State 
University chapters. 

Scott Nelson (MA ’87) has 
been named CEO of  the 
Minneapolis-based MDA 
Leadership Consulting firm. 
Scott lives in Long Lake, Minn. 
with his wife, Cynthia, and their 
four children. 

John Chowdhury (BSBA ’88) 
won the top energy experts 
award from the Dallas Business 
Journal. John is a member of  the 
Industry Advisory Board for the 
TU master of  energy program. 

Jeff  Speight (BSBA ’88) is a 
business development and client 
manager at Tanglewood Wealth 
Management in Houston. 

Matt Sesow (BS ’89) was 
honored at a ceremony at the 
United Nations in New York 
City on September 23, 2013, 
for the release of  a UN postal 
stamp featuring one of  his 
paintings. Matt will be visit-
ing the UN offices in Geneva 
in May 2014 in conjunction 

true blue



41S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

cla
ss

no
te

s

40 t h e  u N I v e R S I t y  o f  t u l S a  a l u m N I  m a G a z I N e

Sid Chapon (BA ’92) was 
elected to executive vice presi-
dent of  Leo Burnett Worldwide. 
Sid has had a positive impact 
on the development of  the 
entire global agency through 
the development of  Carbon, 
a group that creates and sells 
integrated marketing commu-
nication training programs for 
clients including Samsung and 
Kraft. He is a member of  the 
TU Alumni Association Board 
of  Directors. 

Chad Bonham (BA ’93) pub-
lished a new book, Faith in the 
Fast Lane: How NASCAR Found 
Jesus. 

Jayme Cox (BA ’93) has 
been named president and 
chief  executive officer at 
the Oklahoma Center for 
Community and Justice. 

Sharla Barklind Artz (BA 
’94) and her husband, Chad 
Artz, celebrated the one-year 
birthday of  their son, Carter 
John Artz, born on January 
30, 2013. Carter joins big 
sister, Grace LilyBeth. Sharla 
is the director of  government 
affairs for an energy technology 

benefits litigation. She was also 
appointed to serve a two-year 
term as the national employer 
cochair of  the America Bar 
Association’s employee benefits 
committee. 

Kevin Grawer (BA ’95), prin-
cipal at Maplewood Richmond 
Heights High School in St. 
Louis, has transformed the 
school over the last 11 years 
from a school about to be taken 
over by the state to one being 
recognized for distinction in 
performance. Kevin and the 
high school received the 2014 
MetLife Foundation-NASSP 
Breakthrough School award 
by the National Association of  
Secondary School Principals. 

Jim Hicks (BSBA ’95, MBA 
’01) joined T.D. Williamson in 
Tulsa as controller. 

Odis Johnson, Jr. (BME 
’95) was promoted to associ-
ate professor with tenure at 
the University of  Maryland 
and appointed chair of  the 
Department of  African 
American Studies in its College 
of  Behavioral and Social 
Sciences. He also received 

the 2013 Outstanding Review 
of  Research award from the 
American Education Research 
Association.

Steven Johnson (BMG ’95) 
published his debut novel, 
Reaching Rose. 

Angela Rogers (BA ’95) has 
accepted a position as director at 
ESPN in Bristol, Conn. Before 
moving to Connecticut, Angela 
was the Philadelphia Club rep-
resentative for the TU Alumni 
Association. 

Steve Roop (BA ’95) married 
Carie Stromblad on July 8, 2013, 
at Mahekal Beach Resort in 
Playa Del Carmen, Mexico. 

Marty Jennings (BEE ’96) 
has opened Gracie Jiu-Jitsu in 
Tulsa, which offers self-defense 
classes for men, women and chil-
dren. The school is Tulsa’s only 
certified training center under 
the world-recognized Gracie 
family. The school’s Bullyproof  
and adult programs have been 
featured on the Oprah Winfrey 
Show, NBC and Yahoo. 

Frank Mulhern (BA ’96) is 
now the director of  development 
for Gilcrease Museum. He spent 
several years in museum develop-
ment and nonprofit management 
before starting work at Gilcrease. 
Frank received Leadership 
Tulsa’s Paragon Award 2013 for 
nonprofit board leadership for 
his work at Fab Lab Tulsa.

Antwane Owens (BSBA ’96) 
was invited to join the Collins 
College of  Business executive 
advisory board at TU. He is vice 
president at Change Capital and 
resides in Dallas.

Jeff  Gaffen (BA ’97) was the 
lead in TAPES Fine Arts sum-
mer production of  the musical 
South Pacific in Bixby, Okla. He 
was also named the host for 
the third season of  Roger State 
University’s academic team 
game show, I Want Answers, on 
RSU-TV. Jeff  was most recently 
an adjunct math instructor for 
TU.

Kelly McDonald (BST ’97) 
graduated from the University of  
New Mexico Physician Assistant 
Program. 

Julie Kelkar (BSB ’09) married Ben Quick (BSB ’10) on October 5, 2013, at First Presbyterian 
Church in Tulsa. TU alumni in the wedding party were Emily Quick (BA ’10, MA ’12), Gauri 
Nautiyal (BA ’09), Chase Summers (BPE ’09), Brian Hoppe (BCE ’10), Tim Mally 
(BMG ’10), Nathan Willkom (BMG ’08), Susan Yang (BSB ’08), Carolyn Siegerist (BA 
’10) and Lauren Williams (BSBA ’09). 

company. The family lives in 
Alexandria, Va.

Dennis Hickey (BA ’94) has 
been named general manager 
of  the Miami Dolphins NFL 
football team. Dennis previously 
served as the director of  player 
personnel for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. He was employed 
by Tampa Bay for 18 seasons. 

Tim Barklage (BSBA ’95), 
co-creator of  Better Life, a line 
of  natural cleaning products, 
appeared on ABC’s Shark Tank 
to gain a financial and strategic 
partner. Better Life wound up in 
a partnership with Lori Greiner, 
known as the queen of  QVC. 
The products are already sold at 
Whole Foods and other stores, 
including St. Louis supermar-
kets. Tim is also serving as a 
TU management and marketing 
advisor. 

Debbie Davidson (BA ’95) 
was selected by the National Law 
Journal as one of  Chicago’s 40 
Under 40 Rising Stars. Debbie 
is a partner at the law firm of  
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP, 
where she concentrates her 
practice in ERISA/employee 

Innovation through 
fabrication

Minutes from campus in the heart of  mid-town, 
creative minds are at work designing, building and testing 
innovative ideas in the Hardesty Center for Fab Lab Tulsa. 
Equipped with multiple 3D printers, laser and vinyl cutters, 
an electronics station and plenty of  other machines and 
gadgets, the 3,700-square-foot “Fab Lab” is an inviting work 
space for pioneers of  all ages and professional backgrounds. 
More than 16,000 visitors passed through its doors last year, 
an incredible milestone after opening in the fall of  2011.

Establishing Fab Lab Tulsa was no small feat for 
mechanical engineering alumnus Matt Norris (BS ’98, MS 
’01) and a determined team of  community members and 
fellow TU alumni. He and his wife, Diama, spent nearly two 
years promoting the concept and recruiting supporters such 
as local businessman Jeff  Gettys (MS ’82) to help jump start 
the project. 

“I attended their first public meeting,” Gettys said. 
“I wanted to help make technology available to the 
community and it’s a terrific environment for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) student 
programming.”

After securing funding, the group acquired an old car 
dealership at the corner of  7th Street and Lewis Avenue, 
transforming it into a state-of-the-art laboratory for 

engineers, artists, architects, students, entrepreneurs and 
many others. The facility’s first lab manager was mechanical 
engineer Josh Moseby (BS ’03). 

For a modest membership fee, anyone may join the 
lab and utilize its manufacturing and digital fabrication 
equipment. 

“Our members have diverse backgrounds and use the lab 
to network with other creative minds,” said Dan Moran (BS 
’00, MS ’02), a member of  the founding board of  directors.

Unlike most Fab Labs across the United States, Tulsa’s 
facility is operated as an independent 501c(3) organization 
that relies on donations and memberships to continue 
providing world-class programming. 

Tulsa’s unique model of  a community fabrication 
laboratory is turning heads among university, corporate and 
civic leaders nationwide. Exciting opportunities are on the 
horizon and Fab Lab’s board members hope to continue 
building its relationship with TU. 

“There’s something very powerful going on here, and 
our close proximity to the university says a lot about our 
drive – our inspiration,” Diama said.

Alumni are welcome to stop by and tour Fab Lab Tulsa 
on Saturdays. For more information, visit www.fablabtulsa.
com.

true blue

Board of  Directors Emeritus include: (left to right) Anne Pollard-James, Robert Strattan, Dan Moran (BS ’00, MS ’02), Jeff  Gettys (BS 
’82), Diama Norris (BA ’01) and Matt Norris (BS ’98, MS ’01). Not pictured: Josh Moseby (BS ’03) (founding FLT staff  person) 
and Micah Korsdmeier (BA ’07).
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Mark Magnuson (BA ’97) 
is working toward a doctorate 
in history at the University of  
Karlstad, Sweden. His doctor-
ate is on the youth migration’s 
impact on the late 19th century 
Swedish elderly. 

Jay Paonessa (BFA ’97) was 
hired as the creative director 
for communications agency 
Maclyn Group in Lisle, Ill. 

Chris Siegle (JD ’97) took 
command of  U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Joint Contingency Unit 502 
in San Diego. This is his sixth 
Navy Reserve command posi-
tion. He is an executive direc-
tor for JPMorgan Private Bank 
in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Matthew Wilburn King (BA 
’98) has been appointed the 
president and chairman of  the 
Living GREEN Foundation, 
establishing fiscally sponsored 
projects for people with great 
ideas and the courage to make 
a positive contribution toward 
social and environmental 
well-being. The not-for-profit 
accomplishes its goals by 
providing critical support and 
promoting the goals of  envi-
ronmentalists, philanthropists, 
social entrepreneurs, visionar-
ies and avant-garde leaders 
through visionary communica-
tions, creative strategies and 
integrated technologies. 

Hugh Robert (BA ’98, 
JD ’08) was elected worthy 
grand master of  Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity. In addi-
tion to his role with Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity, Hugh’s non-
profit organization, Lawyers 
Fighting Hunger, distributed 
Thanksgiving turkeys and 
meals to 675 families on 
November 25, 2013. 

Amy Gerald (BA ’99) 
returned to The University of  
Tulsa in November 2013 as the 
director of  development for 
McFarlin Library. She moved 
to Tulsa from Dallas where 
she was a past president of  
the Dallas Chapter of  the TU 
Alumni Association. 

2000s
Jennifer Croft (BA ’01) 
cofounded a magazine, The 

Buenos Aires Review, which 
features a wide range of  fic-
tion, poetry, nonfiction and 
interviews. The magazine is 
bilingual, publishing in both 
English and Spanish, and is 
a completely new approach 
to American culture. Jennifer 
earned her MFA degree from 
The University of  Iowa and her 
Ph.D. degree from Northwestern 
University. 

Jennifer Bryant Doran (JD 
’01) and her husband, Scott, 
welcomed a daughter, Sarah 
Catherine, on June 25, 2013. 

Katie Irish (BA ’01) is the 
assistant costume designer for 
season two of  The Americans on 
FX. Last season, her team won 
the Variety Ensemble Design 
Award. 

Courtney L. Selby (JD ’01) 
associate dean for information 
systems, director of  the law 
library and associate professor 
of  law at Hofstra University 
Law School in Hempstead, 
New York, has been recognized 
by the National LGBT Bar 
Association as one of  the 2013 
Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40. 

Katy Young (BSBA ’04) has 
been named assistant athlet-
ics director for marketing and 
promotions for the University of  
California Riverside. 

Landon Dirickson (JD ’05) 
has been named partner in the 
Nashville, Tenn.-based law firm 
of  Davis Dirickson, PLLC. The 
firm’s practice is focused on a 
comprehensive range of  enter-
tainment-related matters includ-
ing negotiation of  agreements 
for artists, producers, managers, 
publishers, songwriters and 
executives. 

Vanessa Russo Tidwell (BS 
’05) received her Ph.D. degree 
in electrical engineering from 
Washington University in St. 
Louis in August 2013. She is 
now working at Washington 
University as a research scien-
tist.

Julie Ann Ward (BA ’05) 
received her Ph.D. degree in 
Hispanic languages and lit-
eratures from the University 
of  California, Berkeley in May 
2013. She started a postdoc-

TU alumni and friends gathered for a rafting trip in August 2013 
on the Arkansas River in Buena Vista, Colo. Pictured are Jacob 
Spraggins (BMG ’12), Jack McCready (BMG ’09, MSE 
’11), Emily Gibson (BA ’09), Diane Argo McCoy (BCE 
’09), Austin McCoy (BMG ’09), Kurt Freund (BA ’09), 
Nadi DeJulio (BIL ’11), Evan Hershy, Lauren Ross, Melissa 
Musick (BFA ’09), Hanna Tacha (BA ’12), Robbie Housh, 
Tim Petty (BM ’10), Matt Braumer (BEP ’09, BS ’09), 
Andres Yarritu (BMG ’09, MBA ’11), Jenna Applegate 
Boyer (BA ’09) and Eric Boyer. 

Lizzie Nelson (BA ’08, BSBA ’08) married Jeremiah Lehde on October 12, 2013, in Belleville, 
Ill. TU alumnae in the wedding included Cristina Young Malone (BSBA ’08), Danielle 
Scheuerman Scherer (BA ’09) and Blake Martin (BSBA ’09, BA ’09). Lizzie is an 
assistant state’s attorney for St. Clair County, Ill. Jeremiah is a veterinarian in Missouri. They met when 
Lizzie took in a stray cat to the local clinic, and Jeremiah was the vet. They reside in Swansea, Ill.

Audrey May (BSBA ’05, MBA ’06) married Fred Auston Griffing II (BSBA ’05, MBA ’06) on September 14, 2013, at Trapnall Hall in 
Little Rock, Ark. TU alumni and friends pictured are Hunter Rodgers, Libby Rhodus (BFA ’09), Meredith Clark Smith (BGS ’08, MS ’13), 
Christina Merlo (BSBA ’06), Luis Flores (BSBA ’04, JD ’07), Andrew John (BS ’06), Jonathan Wells (BA ’05, MA ’07), Holly 
Drewry (BSBA ’03), Chase Turner (BS ’05, MBA ’07), Adam Meeks (BPE ’10), Christopher Lastrapes (BA ’03, MA ’05), Brett 
Gwartney (BSBA ’07, JD ’10), James Wilson (BA ’07), Michael Ryan (BSBA ’06), Derek Smith (BPE ’05), Mollie Rhodus 
Meeks (BFA ’08), Katherine Johnson Thompson (BSP ’05), Nick Cooper (BSBA ’04, MBA ’05), Jackie Priestley (BSP ’07, MS 
’09), Matt Schultz (BSBA ’09, JD ’12) and Thomas Perrault (BSBA ’04, MED ’06). The couple resides in Little Rock where Audrey is a buyer 
for Dillard’s, and Auston works as a valuation director for Blackwood Team Realty. 

Maria Cervantes Tipton (BS ’01, JD 
’06) and her husband, Jerade, welcomed a baby boy, 
Samuel Warden Tipton, on October 25, 2013. The 
Tipton family resides in Colorado Springs, Colo. but 
will be relocating to Quantico, Va. this summer.

The Denver Chapter of  the TU Alumni Association hosted its third 
ski weekend in February 2014 in Vail, Colo. Pictured are Spencer 
Everett (BFA ’13), Adrienne Tuck (BA ’04), Sara Lewis 
(BS ’13), Mark Plumb (BSBA ’88), Amy Parker (BSBA 
’98), Megan Czinege (BA ’11), Kelsey McNew (BA ’12), 
Ori Anderson (current student), Emily Gibson (BA ’09), Jason 
Grunin (BS ’09, MBA ’12) and Jeffrey Metcalf  (BA ’11).

Rosemary Forsythe Avance (BA ’06) 
and husband, Andrew, welcomed their third child, 
Evelyn Dora, on October 10, 2013.
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toral fellowship in Mexico 
City’s Universidad Autónoma 
Metropolitana, sponsored by 
the University of  California 
Institute for Mexico and the 
U.S. in September 2013.

Emmanuel Ayuk (JD ’06) 
was elected partner of  Stinson 
Leonard Street LLP in Kansas 
City, Mo. Emmanuel is a mem-
ber of  the firm’s business litiga-
tion practices and represents 
clients involved in regulatory 
investigations, internal inves-
tigations, enforcement actions 
and commercial disputes.

Nick Carnes (BA ’06) pub-
lished White-Collar Government: 
The Hidden Role of  Class in 
Economic Policy Making. 

living their Beliefs
For Philip Abode (BS ’02) and Justin Pickard (BA ’05), 

love thy neighbor means help thy neighbor. 
And if  not for an introduction by a mutual friend, 

their recent venture, Crossover Community Impact, might 
have been only half  realized. 

Barely two years old, CCI has already made strides 
in improving north Tulsa, one of  the city’s most 
economically depressed areas. Both men were exposed 
to the Christian Community Development Association, 
which encourages activists to live and work in the place 
they want to change.      

Abode and his wife, Rondalyn (BSBA ’02), and their 
two children moved to north Tulsa in 2005 to help lead 
Crossover Bible Church. They wanted to develop it into 
one that “makes a tangible difference,” says the former 
TU football player and applied math major. (He became 
a Christian while at the university. After graduation, he 
attended Dallas Theological Seminary.) 

Pickard — who also has a master’s in urban planning 
from Harvard University — and his wife, Leah, moved to 

the area in 2007-08 to start their concept, Restore Tulsa. 
The two men decided to combine their ideas into the 
nonprofit CCI. Their ambitious plans cover ministries 
affecting youth, housing, health services, small business 
development and a preparatory academy for African 
American boys. 

They have developed several youth sports teams, and 
Impact Kids, an after-school program that typifies what 
they are trying to achieve. High school students who work 
for Impact Kids each mentor three elementary school 
children. The leaders are paid and must maintain a “C” 
average to participate. 

“That’s real life. If  you do well in school, it does 
impact your income. They are rewarded for hard work,” 
said Pickard. 

They are also asking church members to strategically 
buy vacant lots, then build new houses to revitalize the 
deteriorated Hawthorne neighborhood. CCI also just 
opened a health clinic so residents can receive care nearby. 

So far, it’s working. “We’ve been blessed,” they said.

Class Notes
Please share your news with the Alumni Association! To submit 
your Class Notes and view other Class Notes that have been 
submitted online, visit www.tUAlumni.com/class-notes. 
You may also send an e-mail to tualumni@utulsa.edu. 
Submitted Class Notes may be edited for length, style or content 
before publication in the TU Alumni Magazine. 

Daniel Finnerty (BSBA ’08) married Sarah Brown on October 
5, 2013, in Chicago. TU alumni in the wedding party were Nathan 
Corley (BSBA ’08), Chris Walters (BSBA ’08, MBA ’09), 
Alex Detwiler (BEX ’08) and Tyler Burmaster (BSBA ’08).

given to women who are accom-
plished and who are doing 
their part to leave an indelible 
mark on the community. Kelsey 
is a petroleum engineer for 
Chevron. 

Stephen Nimick (BEE ’11) 
completed his M.A. degree in 
audio sciences at the Peabody 
Institute of  The Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, Md. 
in May 2013. He accepted a 
full-time position as an associ-
ate research engineer at Beats 
Electronics in Santa Monica, 
Calif. Stephen resides in Los 
Angeles.

Sarah Shelby Sparks (BFA 
’12) has joined Sudden Impact 
Marketing, an international 
Columbus, Ohio-based busi-
ness-to-business marketing firm, 
as an account coordinator.

Cara Dublin (BA ’13) began 
her master’s in Victorian studies 
at the University of  Leicester, 
United Kingdom. Cara was 
the first TU student to win a 
Fulbright scholarship to enter a 
degree program in Britain. 

Rachel Jones (JD ’13) is now 
the in-house counsel to the 
Energy Subcommittee of  the 
U.S. House Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology 
in Washington, D.C. 

Calvin Moniz (BM ’06, MBA 
’08) was named to the Tulsa 
Business and Legal News “40 
under 40” for 2014.

Rebekah L. Guthrie (JD ’07) 
and Lorena Rivas Tiemann 
(JD ’12) announce the opening 
of  their new office, Law Offices 
of  Guthrie & Rivas, PLLC, 
located in Tulsa. Their primary 
area of  practice is immigration. 

Noam Faingold (BM ’07) was 
hired as an assistant on a major 
motion picture film score for a 
movie releasing in China called 
The Golden Era.

Katie Guinn Segal (BA ’07, 
MA ’09) and five of  her stu-
dents from Jesuit College Prep 
in Dallas began to work with 
SMU’s Embrey Human Rights 

Program and the Frederick 
Douglas Family Foundation to 
create a curriculum on human 
trafficking for local schools dur-
ing the summer of  2012. Over 
the course of  the summer, this 
transitioned into a national 
curriculum that was launched 
at www.fdiff.org in September 
as well as a documentary film. 
The project group works with 
the Dallas Police Department 
to take its curriculum to local 
high schools. They also forged 
an alliance with the FBI and the 
Department of  Education and 
will be collaborating with them 
on future projects. 

Ryan Wills (BSBA ’08) was 
named head volleyball coach 
for the TU Golden Hurricane. 
Ryan spent the last three years 
as an assistant coach at the 
University of  Alabama. 

Bradley J. Ellingson (BSB 
’09) graduated in May 2013 
from Indiana University School 
of  Optometry. Bradley is prac-
ticing as an optometrist with 
Family EyeCare Center, P.C. in 
Pella, Ia.

2010s
Kelsey Corrigan (BPE ’09) 
was honored as one of  the 2013 
Lafayette, La. Women Who 
Mean Business. The award is 

true blue
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James R. Stewart (BS ’42), 
October 14, 2013

Virginia Lea Stewart (BA ’49), 
July 12, 2013

David Lee Stonecipher (BS ’72), 
November 7, 2013

Roy J. Stuart, Jr. (BA ’42), 
February 27, 2013

Sam E. Taylor, Sr. (BA ’53), 
October 29, 2013

Nancy Baker Teskey (BA ’57), 
September 3, 2013

Nancy Ann Thompson (BS ’80, 
MBA ’87), December 5, 2013

Thomas Norman Tipping (BA 
’54), January 4, 2014

Loyd Walter Trompler (BA ’65), 
July 19, 2013

Marisue Meyer VanZant (BM 
’49), September 22, 2013

Eugene D. “Gene” Von 
Rosenberg (BS ’78), October 
4, 2013

Jefferson L. Walden (BS ’61), 
October 25, 2013

Guy R. Walkingstick (BS ’71), 
May 11, 2013

Hilary Kathleen Welch-Blount 
(BA ’05), November 15, 2013

Clayton Lee White (BS ’86), 
September 27, 2013

Mimi Raney White (BM ’52), 
February 5, 2014

John Olney Whitney (BA ’49), 
December 9, 2013

Roy Frank Wicks (BS ’41), April 
13, 2011 

William Aciel “Bill” Wilbanks 
(JD ’65), November 20, 2013

Bencile H. Williams, Jr. (JD ’62), 
September 20, 2013

Henry Gayle Williamson (BM 
’56), August 23, 2013

C. Michael Zacharias (BS ’68, 
JD ’70), October 1, 2013

Andrew B. Zaller (EDD ’87), 
December 29, 2013

Henry Zarrow (DL ’93), January 
18, 2014

Students
Michael Victor Forrest Hunt, 

November 11, 2013

Former Students
Edward J. “Eddie” Adams, 

November 30, 2013
Paula Elizabeth Maria Lewis 

Akin, October 26, 2013
Roberto Cesar Hernandez 

Altamar, November 7, 2013
Johnny J. Anderson, Jr., October 

26, 2013

Gloria Pundt McAfee-Sheehan 
(BS ’54), August 19, 2013

Norman C. McKinney (BS ’62), 
January 8, 2014

Pearl Louise Story McLane (BS 
’37), August 12, 2013

Patricia E. “Patti” Markum 
Miles (BS ’80), August 16, 2013

Patsy Ann Mitchell (BS ’67), July 
31, 2013

Marion McLemore “Rocky” 
Moor (BS ’52), December 3, 
2013

Frank W. “Mike” Murphy, 
Jr. (BS ’67), former TU trustee, 
November 28, 2013

James Thomas Murray (BA ’49), 
retired TU librarian, December 
22, 2013

Philip H. Murta (BS ’88), August 
7, 2013

Edith Shipley Hutchinson 
Myers (BA ’65), August 22, 2013

Stephen W. Nichols (BS ’72), 
October 21, 2013

Judith Ann Northrup (BA ’81), 
September 27, 2013

Cecil Franklin “Frank” O’Neal 
(BS ’71), July 30, 2013

Andrew Muirhead “Andy” Orr 
(BS ’58), December 30, 2013

John Arthur “Jack” O’Toole (BS 
’51, JD ’53), December 6, 2013

Keith H. Overmyer (BS ’50), 
October 24, 2013

Merylene Joy Owens (BME ’64, 
MME ’75), January 1, 2014

Curtis A. Parks (BS ’64, JD ’67), 
December 18, 2013

Bill E. Parris (BA ’57), November 
18, 2013

Elva Lorraine Row Pratt (BS 
’70), January 10, 2014

James Manley “Jim” Purdy, Jr. 
(BA ’68), October 20, 2013

William James Reinhard (BS 
’78), August 12, 2013

Marcia Ripper Richards (MA 
’78), August 29, 2013

Jeffrey C. “Jeff ” Rogers (BS ’80), 
January 29, 2014

Caroline Parks Rose (BS ’69), 
December 15, 2013

Marguerite Williams Schwabe 
(BS ’40), July 22, 2013

Douglas K. Scott (BM ’80), 
August 18, 2013

Houston Iluf  Shirley III (JD ’74), 
December 9, 2013

David W. Simms (BA ’59), 
December 12, 2013

Nicholas C. “Nick” Skrivanos 
(BS ’50), October 4, 2013

Hugh “Sonny” Smothers (BS 
’51), July 31, 2013

in m
em

oriam

All memorial tributes submitted to the Office of  Alumni Relations will be posted 
on TUAlumni.com, which may be viewed by registered users. Tributes may be 
submitted through the Online Community at TUAlumni.com, or by e-mail to 
tualumni@utulsa.edu. If  a family member who is not an alumnus/a would like 
to receive a copy of  the online tribute, please send a request to tualumni@utulsa.
edu, or call 918-631-2555.

Alumni and friends in Kansas City were invited to a reception at the College Basketball 
Experience on August 22, 2013. Pictured are TU men’s basketball ex-coach Danny 
Manning, Alison Stailey Sulley (BSBA ’03, MS ’05), Kansas City Chapter 
President Andrew Comstock (BSBA ’00), Bridget McKenna (BSBA ’07, 
MBA ’08) and Derrick Gragg, TU’s vice president and director of  athletics. 

Lauren Rampy (BA ’10) married Phillip Blumberg on 
May 11, 2013. Lauren is the New Orleans Club representative 
for The University of  Tulsa Alumni Association. 

Three generations of  TU alumni Anne Campbell Ryan (BCE ’11), Thomas M. 
Campbell (MTA ’62, EDD ’87) and Barbara Campbell (BS ’82, JD ’88) met 
in Tulsa for the TU vs. Rice football game on October 5, 2013. Anne works in Austin, Tom 
lives in Tulsa, and Barbara resides in Houston. 

Kansas City alumnae Megan Kirby (BSBA ’13), Kate Schafer (BSBA ’13), 
Audrey Buxton (BSB ’13) and Sarah Hertzler (BA ’13) joined incoming 
TU students at a send-off  reception on August 2, 2013, at the Lake Quivira Yacht Club 
Pavilion. 

Cody Sewell (BEP ’13) and Jordan Hoyt (current 
student) pose with Dr. Mildred Dresselhaus, the most famous 
living female physicist. Cody and Jordan participated in the 
NanoJapan summer research program at Osaka University in 
the summer of  2013. Cody is now a doctoral student at Rice 
University. 

Samer Mahjoub (BSBA ’10, JD ’12), Colin 
Fonda (BS ’82) and Binoy Agarwal (BSBA ’01, 
MBA ’06) enjoy an evening at McNellie’s in Oklahoma City 
on September 13, 2013, before the TU at OU football game. 
Sam is the new president of  the Oklahoma City Chapter of  
the TU Alumni Association, Colin is the immediate past 
president of  the chapter, and Binoy is the president of  the 
Alumni Association Board of  Directors. 

Alumni
Ninette Marie Allen-Maples (BA 

’63, MA ’67), October 28, 2013
Roberta Irene Amstutz (MA ’87), 

September 21, 2013
Thelma Anding (BS ’59), 

December 4, 2013
Jo Layne Antry (BA ’48), December 

21, 2013
Emily Jeannette Schwabe Bailey 

(BS ’46), December 1, 2013
Carol J. “Jacquie” Littrell 

Bayley (BA ’56), September 8, 
2013

William Beaver II (JD ’90), 
January 12, 2014

Thomas E. “Tom” Bender (BS 
’67), January 20, 2014

William Dan “Bill” Bigby (BS 
’59), October 5, 2013

Robert L. “Bob” Bingham (BS 
’58), September 3, 2013

Norman Wade Biswell (MS ’93), 
September 8, 2013

Donald E. “Don” Black (BS ’60), 
December 16, 2013

Bill G. Blair (BA ’50), October 8, 
2013

Homer H. Blass, Jr. (BA ’62), July 
27, 2013

Nancilee Yeates Bodine (MA ’79, 
PHD ’94), August 27, 2013

John H. “Junior” Born (BA ’57), 
August 7, 2013

Linda Brackins-Willett (BA ’70, 
JD ’76), July 29, 2013

Barbara L. Burket (MTA ’65), 
June 29, 2013

Lewis E. “Lew” Burns (BS ’62), 
November 17, 2013

James R. Butler, Jr. (BS ’50), July 
31, 2013

George Buto (BS ’51), December 
12, 2013

Edward Joseph Cain (BS ’54), 
September 28, 2013

David Charles Carlin (BS ’75), 
November 20, 2013

Homer L. Carter (BS ’60), 
November 12, 2013

Robert J. Chronister (BS ’50), 
August 11, 2013

Joseph Francis “Joe” Clark, Jr. 
(JD ’73), July 16, 2013

Russell G. Clausing (BS ’52), July 
4, 2012

Joan A. “Johnnie” Coe (BS ’36), 
December 19, 2013

Janet Steward Cohenour (BA ’40), 
August 8, 2013

Donald L. Cole (BS ’63), November 
2, 2011

Charles H. “Chuck” Colpitt, Jr. 
(BS ’79), December 28, 2013 

Curtis C. Cook (BA ’63), October 
13, 2013

John David Cowan (BS ’61), 
September 2, 2013

Kenneth Lee Dement, Jr. (JD ’83), 
September 16, 2013

Miriam “Dawn” Dillard (JD ’95), 
December 21, 2013

Ronald F. Dobelbower (BA ’53), 
September 23, 2013

Frank Harold Dunn, Jr. (BS ’52), 
January 3, 2014

Barbara Anice Edson (BA ’66), 
November 9, 2013

Jeanne Ardith Gilbert Edwards 
(BM ’86), December 19, 2013

Debra Louise “Debbie” Ennis 
(BSN ’87), December 1, 2013

Earl Ray Fisher (BS ’58), June 
14, 2011 

George W. Flippo (BS ’67, JD ’72), 
November 27, 2013

James Buckey “Jim” Foresman 
(MS ’70), November 20, 2013

Anthony Thomas “Tony” 
Gibbon (BS ’49), December 5, 
2013

Tommy Joe Gordon (JD ’63), July 
19, 2012

Lewis O. “Lew” Grant (BS ’47), 
July 29, 2013

Kristin Grimshaw (BS ’70), 
December 18, 2013

Nicholas “Nick” Harbaruk (BS 
’69), March 10, 2011

Billy James Hargis II (BS ’78), 
September 8, 2013

Lavoy Taylor Hatchett (EDD ’74), 
December 10, 2013

Clara Wiggins Hieronymus (BA 
’32), November 30, 2013

Alan Lee Hightower (BS ’67), 
August 5, 2013

Anita Fiorella Hill (BS ’60), 
November 13, 2013

Hortense “Genny” Genung 
Hodges (BS ’49), September 9, 
2013

Jennifer Lea Holmes (BA ’78), 
December 1, 2013

Tjin Tek Huang (BS ’79), January 
4, 2014

Craig Carter Hyett (JD ’97), 
November 5, 2013

Lillian Patience Ivey (MA ’63), 
November 20, 2013

David Clark Jackson (BS ’79), 
November 3, 2013

Edward Lee Jacoby (JD ’55), July 
2, 2013

Joseph C. “Joe” Jennings (JD 
’58), December 8, 2013

Joelene Ann Johnson (BS ’56), 
December 10, 2013

James Kendall Johnston (BS ’40), 
July 17, 2013

Ralph Martin Jones (BM ’67), 
October 9, 2013

Harry V. Kengle III (JD ’68), July 
12, 2013

Stephen D. Kennedy (BS ’71), 
August 20, 2013

Charisse Monique Kiehn (BS 
’93), August 9, 2013

Herbert H. Kister (BA ’51), 
December 10, 2013

Pirkko Eronen Lackey (BS ’75), 
July 18, 2013

James R. “Jim” Lieber (JD ’83), 
January 14, 2014

Margueritte Sue Linn (BS ’73), 
August 3, 2013

Robert Moehlenbrock “Bob” 
Lukken (BS ’48), August 31, 2013

William R. Mace (BS ’57), 
December 30, 2013

Jimmy A. Martin, Sr. (BA ’53, 
MA ’61, EDD ’67), August 3, 2013
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Malcolm Atkinson, July 15, 2013
Warren L. Baber, September 22, 2013
Marilynn Elizabeth “Buddy” 

Reeson Baker, July 2, 2013
Vincent P. Barranco, November 12, 

2013
Thomas K. Bedsole, August 26, 2013
Marianne Boyle Behling, October 

17, 2013
James T. Bolton, December 16, 2013
Violet Lee Boyd, September 20, 2013
Virginia Boone Greer Brady, July 

29, 2013
Patricia Flint “Pat” Breckinridge-

VanSchoyck, October 20, 2013
Bob G. Burns, January 2, 2014
Edward A. “Kayo” Bush III, August 

20, 2013
Dorothy Sims Churchwell, July 10, 

2013
Carolyn Hope Davis Conger, July 

27, 2013
Gwendolyn Dale Coulter, September 

29, 2013
Dorothy LaFon Agee Crow, 

September 17, 2013
Ruth E. Sumner Denham, 

September 27, 2013
Lowell W. Dennis, Jr., August 22, 

2013
Willie Joe Dixon, May 24, 2013
Dirk B. Dudley-Hawthorne, August 

22, 2013
Douglas M. Dugger, July 15, 2013
Judith Bush “Judy” Fletcher, April 

13, 2012
James H. Gaskill, October 8, 2013
George R. “Jack” Gideon, 

September 6, 2013
Coleene Little Hamilton, July 24, 

2013
Harold E. Hanna, August 30, 2013
Peggy L. Johnston Harrington, 

December 3, 2013
Gerald Ray “Jerry” Hicks, August 

23, 2013
John Delos Hill, November 11, 2013
Bobby W. Jarriel, August 6, 2013
Ronnie D. Jett, December 4, 2013
Laura “Nan” Johnson, August 7, 

2013
Ben Kapp, September 19, 2013 
Mary Jane Sandlin Kelly, July 24, 

2013
Frances Katherine Birbilis Lee, 

December 24, 2013
Herman E. Lehde, Jr., December 

30, 2013
Ruby J. Wilson Lillian, August 8, 

2013
B. E. “Bud” Livingston, January 12, 

2014
William Carl “Bill” Ludt, Sr., 

October 9, 2013
Thomas Edwin McKee, January 18, 

2014
Joe Mendoza, December 26, 2013
Mary M. Tullis Morris, September 

25, 2013
Michael John Munding, November 

26, 2013
Faye Neighbors, December 23, 2013
Jack Edward Norton, October 26, 

2013

Ancel William Owens, December 
7, 2013

William D. Packard, November 
5, 2013

Jean Ward Prohaska, September 
10, 2013

William D. “Bill” Purifoy, 
October 14, 2013

Viola Louise Stricker Reams, 
September 3, 2013

Jim Richards, January 14, 2014
Thomas D. Ritchie, October 5, 

2013
Helen Ann McAlpine Roach, 

September 8, 2013
Carolyn Frances Work 

Robinson, February 19, 2013
Paul Timothy Rozeboom, 

January 13, 2014
Margaret Ann Schad, December 

3, 2013
Kenneth Edward Scott, 

December 28, 2013
Ronald Lindsey Smith, December 

7, 2013
Jack Harry Staiger, January 12, 

2014
William L. “Bill” Stroud, July 

21, 2013
Coretta June Tripp, September 

22, 2013
Evelyn Mae Trumbly, December 

7, 2013
Odeyne Kifer Vandiver, 

September 17, 2013
Fred J. Watson, January 11, 2014
Mavis J. Wiseman, November 

11, 2013
John W. “Jack” Young, December 

6, 2013
Larry W. Young, October 2, 2013

Friends, Faculty & Staff
Susan K. Akin, September 28, 

2013
Toby Joseph Armellini, 

November 18, 2013
Charlotte R. Bacon, November 

15, 2013
Edwin A. Berger, December 1, 

2013
Laura Jo Briley, September 5, 

2013
Leon Brimer, TU shuttle driver, 

January 24, 2014
Hazel B. Burscough, July 11, 2013
Charles R. “Bob” Burton III, 

November 26, 2013
Barbara J. Cale, November 10, 

2013
Jeff  Chaffin, August 5, 2013
Jack L. Christy, October 26, 2013
Irene Clawson, September 27, 

2013
Jess A. Clemmons, November 

3, 2013
Nita Connors, October 3, 2013
Karla Marie Crocker, December 

7, 2013
Anita Cundiff, July 2, 2013
Kate K. Cushing, January 7, 2014
Kathryn Mary Daves, December 

24, 2013 
Helen Hauser Day, December 

4, 2013

Mike Dennard, former Houston 
TU admissions representative, 
November 28, 2013

Ellen Madge Donica, former TU 
women’s tennis coach, August 12, 
2013

Lila M. Doty, July 8, 2013
Marilynn K. Erni, January 12, 

2014
Allen James Ernst, October 15, 

2013
Charles H. Faudree, November 

27, 2013
Joan Farrell Flint, former TU 

trustee, October 28, 2013
Tydfil Sara “Bunny” 

Fredenberger, August 18, 2013
June Scott Gardner, September 

22, 2013
Susan Kathleen Gaston, director 

of  the School of  Nursing, October 
1, 2013

Ila Sue Parsons Gentry, October 
23, 2013

Johnny R. Goodenough, 
November 13, 2013

Evedna Cole Gordon, August 
22, 2013

Frank Grahlman, former TU 
associate professor of  education in 
professional studies, July 15, 2013

D. Eric Green, July 4, 2013
Raima J. Halliburton, October 

11, 2013
Georgann Harrison, January 11, 

2014
Seamus Heaney, August 30, 2013
Grace O. Holland, November 7, 

2013
Jane Ann Hooper, December 14, 

2013
Dorothy Adelle Hubbard, 

November 13, 2013
Perry D. Inhofe II, November 

10, 2013
Margaret Loweta Ayers 

Isaacson, October 4, 2013
Juanita D. Jernigan, December 

17, 2013
Mary June “Pinkie” Jones, 

former TU adjunct lecturer in 
speech and children’s theatre, 
November 14, 2013

Betty Ann Kemm, October 25, 
2013

Hall Ketchum, January 5, 2014
William Graham “Bill” 

Kinnick, September 15, 2013
Jack Sylvester Klahr, November 

3, 2013
Clarence W. Knippa, November 

26, 2013
Vivian Mae Lassiter, July 15, 

2013
Twyla Gay Layman, September 

17, 2013
Ramona Marie Locker, July 9, 

2013
James H. Lohner, August 3, 2013
David P. Mansfield, July 8, 2013
Betty D. Martin, January 14, 2014
Ellsworth G. Mason, October 

14, 2013
William Morgan McCullar, 

November 6, 2013

Betty L. McDaniel, December 1, 2013
James M. McDaniel, Jr. September 

3, 2013
Bonnie Lee Yeater McElhiney, 

September 20, 2013
Russell E. McNew, July 10, 2013
Betty Jean Stoltz Meredith, June 26, 

2013
Helen Woodard Miller, June 28, 2013
Leslie Ernest Miller, August 11, 2013
Anne Morand, former curator of  art 

collections, Gilcrease Museum, July 
16, 2013

Dorothy M. Murry, December 10, 
2013

David R. Myers, May 26, 2013
James H. “Hal” Neal, Jr., September 

1, 2013
Ann Norvell, June 27, 2013
Harvey Nudelman, October 18, 2013
Charlene Mae Wilkins Oliver, 

October 10, 2013
Ivan Randall “Randy” Orndorff, 

June 3, 2013
Peggy June Knox Orr, September 14, 

2013
Lynda Ann Palazzo, December 1, 

2013
Ramona F. Paul, June 30, 2013
Lawrence W. “Larry” Pleasant, 

November 2, 2013
Eleanor Meck Pontius, October 19, 

2013
Gwen L. Potter, August 14, 2013
Beverly Liles Randall, September 

2, 2013
Nancy Louisa Holloway Rea, 

December 2013
Robert B. Reed, September 30, 2013
Jack Robinson, September 24, 2013
Clinton Ruff, December 21, 2013
Carolyn Schoeffler, September 15, 

2013
Kern William Smith, December 5, 

2013
Laven Sowell, retired TU associate 

professor and director of  choral 
activities, November 2, 2013

Richard Davis Stathem, July 16, 2013
Juaquin M. Stuteville, July 3, 2013
Howard Rogers Summers, August 

11, 2013
Carl E. Tarver, December 14, 2013
Mary Martha Tracey, July 24, 2013
Betty Campbell Turner, December 

18, 2013
Jean “Jeanie” Turner, August 16, 

2013
Roscoe Turner, January 21, 2014
Betty Jane Underwood, November 

13, 2013
Maynard Ungerman, July 27, 2013
Russell P. Vanderslice, October 11, 

2013
Anna Voris, September 6, 2013
Burl S. Watson, October 17, 2013
Gertrude Jeanette Blend Weisman, 

August 30, 2013
Alice T. West, December 3, 2013
James W. Westfall, July 16, 2013
Homer “Gene” Wheeler, retired TU 

petroleum engineering technician, 
November 15, 2013

Helen Lucille Wieczorek, September 
15, 2013

TU collected collars, toys 
and treats for the Tulsa 
Animal Welfare shelter 
in honor of our canine 
ambassador, who turned 
1 in March. Goldie (right) 
serves as a connection 
between TU and our 
community. She promotes 
responsible pet ownership 
and the adoption of 
homeless pets.
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join us for 

 Homecoming 2014!
As the Golden Hurricane gears up to enter a new era in the 

American Athletic conference, the TU Alumni Association will 
present Homecoming 2014 this fall on October 18.

Traditional homecoming events include the Distinguished 
Alumni Celebration, Bonfire and Pep Rally, TU on Tap, Tent Party and 
Gold Medallion Society Brunch.

reunions will include the 50th anniversary of  the class of  1964, 
the 25th anniversary of  the class of  1989, All Greek Reunion and the 
Bluebonnet Bowl football team.

Homecoming 2014 is hosted by the Tulsa Chapter of  the Alumni 
Association and chaired by Kelly Vincent (BSN ’86). The Alumni 
Association invites all alumni, parents, students, faculty and staff  to 
save the date. If  you interested in planning a reunion, volunteering 
or sponsorship opportunities, or if  you have questions about 
Homecoming, contact the Office of  Alumni Relations at tualumni@
utulsa.edu, or call 918-631-2555.

for more information, visit 
 www.TUAlumni.com/homecoming. 
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