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President’s Message
Dear Friends,

A student’s college years 
represent far more than just a 
course of  study; they provide 
a rich tapestry of  experiences 
beyond the classroom. This 
process of  socialization is built 
around a strong liberal arts 
curriculum, but it is powerfully 
shaped by the residential 
environment of  the campus, 

its people and programs, and the 
resources they all share. The college years so constructed are 
uniquely American, offering each student an experience that is 
fundamental for both learning and citizenship.

At The University of  Tulsa we know that when we put the 
right tools in the right hands, the results can be powerful and 
memorable – sometimes almost magical. So over the past 15 
years, we have worked hard to develop academic programs, 
campus facilities, and co-curricular activities that allow 
students to take full advantage of  the time they spend at TU. 

The results have been exhilarating and widespread: 
n TU has climbed into the U.S. News and World Report ranking 

of  the top 100 national doctoral universities. 

n TU’s colleges are increasingly recognized for excellence by 
analysts from Bloomberg Businessweek, the Princeton Review, 
and other respected observers. 

n Our dedicated faculty have secured record levels of  
research funding in the face of  increased competition for 
fewer research dollars. 

n We have added 1.3 million square feet of  campus facilities 
to make sure our students have state-of-the-art resources to 
support their educational experience.

n The university’s successful management of  Gilcrease 
Museum, the highly anticipated opening of  the spectacular 
Lorton Performance Center on campus, and our presence 
at the Zarrow Center for Art and Education in the 

downtown Brady District represent a new chapter in 
TU’s commitment to the arts. 

n The True Blue Neighbors initiative has helped us put our 
service ethic into vibrant action right next door in the 
Kendall-Whittier neighborhood and throughout the City 
of  Tulsa.

n And to make sure we continue to turn our dreams into 
reality, we have raised $500 million (and counting) in our 
comprehensive “Embrace the Future Campaign.”

But the most encouraging aspect of  TU’s progress – the 
one that makes all the others possible – is the increasing 
quality of  our student body, whose members bring talent, 
energy, diversity, and distinction to TU. They are the driving 
force of  our advancement and the core of  our purpose.

Today, one in 10 of  our students is a National Merit 
Scholar. Three in four graduated from high school in the top 
10% of  their class. More than half  come to TU from outside 
Oklahoma, and all of  our students arrive with an impressive 
array of  experiences and interests.

Such a dynamic group of  peers becomes a cornerstone 
of  the TU experience. This is why it is vital that we maintain 
a full-featured residential campus that engages our students 
in learning and life activities based on a broad spectrum of  
friendships and collaborations. 

This issue of  the TU Alumni Magazine focuses on today’s 
campus – not just as a collection of  stunning facilities, but as 
the stage upon which today’s students learn and grow. This 
bustling square of  land in midtown Tulsa has become much 
more than just a location; it is a living, dynamic entity with 
a sense of  place and purpose that is moving into the future 
with an energy all its own.

As this issue was going to press, I announced to the 
Board of  Trustees, faculty, staff, and students my intention 
to retire from the presidency effective June 30, 2012 in order 
to pursue teaching and research at TU and other activities 
as President Emeritus and University Professor. I firmly 
believe it is in the best interest of  the university to have a 
leadership change at a time when the university is prospering 
and pursuing great opportunities. We are strong now, and 
with renewed leadership we shall get stronger. Being a part 
of  The University of  Tulsa during this time of  progress 
has been the pinnacle of  my more than 30 years in higher 
education, and serving as its president has been the greatest 
honor and privilege of  my professional life.

Best regards,

Steadman Upham

Steadman Upham
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Blankenship 
named football 
coach

Former 
University 
of  Tulsa 
quarterback 
Bill 
Blankenship 
(BS ’79) was 
promoted to 

the position of  the university’s 28th 
head football coach in January. 
Blankenship spent the previous four 
seasons as an assistant coach for the 
Golden Hurricane, serving as senior 
associate head coach, running backs 
coach and special teams coordinator 
under former Coach Todd Graham, 
who left to become head coach at 
the University of  Pittsburgh.

“As a former TU student-athlete, 
a highly successful high school coach 
in Oklahoma and an experienced 
college assistant coach, Bill is exactly 
the leader who can move us to even 
greater success,” said Director of  
Athletics Bubba Cunningham.
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Zarrow Center for 
Arts and Education 
to open 2012

TU and the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation announced 
the beginning of  renovation of  
the downtown Mathews Building 
into the Zarrow Center for 
Arts and Education, which will 
provide arts outreach for both the 
university and Gilcrease Museum. 
The Zarrow Center will span 
the warehouse’s three stories and 
18,000 square feet. The first floor 
will feature gallery space and a 
wine and cheese bar, while the 
second floor will include four 
classrooms for TU and Gilcrease 
Museum. The third floor will 
feature studio space to serve TU’s 
Master of  Fine Arts program, 
making the site a living laboratory 
of  artistic expression for resident 
talents and visiting professionals. 
Named for Tulsa Philanthropist 
Henry Zarrow, the  center is 
expected to open in the first half  
of  2012. 

TU professor receives national honors
Art Rasher, an associate 

professor of  management 
in TU’s Collins College of  
Business, has been honored 
as the National Big Brother 
of  the Year for his work 
with his little brother, Victor. 
The two were paired by the 
mentoring organization’s 
Tulsa chapter nine years ago.

In January 2011, Rasher 
received the David and 
Molly Boren Mentoring 
Award from the Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence. He and Victor 
were featured in a public service announcement distributed to TV stations 
statewide.

Big Brothers Big Sisters’ mission is to help children reach their potential 
through one-to-one relationships with mentors.

McDougall gift 
to transform 
petroleum 
engineering 
program

Oklahoma 
City business-
man and TU 
Trustee Jeffrey 
J. McDougall 
(BS ’84) has 
stepped for-
ward with a 

transformational gift for the petro-
leum engineering department. 

McDougall, president and 
founder of  JMA Energy Company, 
donated $7.5 million to endow 
a director’s position to lead the 
petroleum engineering program 
and establish the Dr. Kermit 
Brown Endowment Fund to 
support faculty through salary 
supplements, research incentives, 
and future initiatives. To honor 
his support, the university has 
renamed the program the 
McDougall School of  Petroleum 
Engineering. 

 “My gift to TU represents 
not only funding, but also an 
ongoing relationship,” said 
McDougall. “In my experience, 
the human element has always 
been the key to success. I’m 
excited about working to help 
align people and support around 
the McDougall School of  
Petroleum Engineering.”

A national search is under 
way to fill the director’s position. 
The program also is establishing 
two advisory bodies – a Patrons 
Board and an Executive 
Committee – to work alongside 
the existing Industry Advisory 
Board to help advance the 
school. 

Collins College of Business among 
nation’s best

Chevron Center 
for Education 
& Research 
announced

A $1 million commitment from 
Chevron will help make possible 
the Chevron Center for Education 
and Research. The facility will 
include 13 laboratories and 2 student 
lounges in the soon-to-be-constructed 
Stephenson Hall, which will house 
TU’s petroleum and mechanical 
engineering programs. 

Ali Moshiri (BS ’76, ’78), 
president of  Chevron’s Africa 
and Latin America Exploration 
and Production Company, serves 
as the executive sponsor of  the 
Chevron-TU relationship. The 
company’s generosity to TU through 
its University Partnership Program 
now totals more than $11.5 million. 
During the November 6 home football 
game, Moshiri presented President 
Steadman Upham with a check for 
$320,000, representing an initial 
payment toward the Chevron Center 
for Education and Research as well 
as an additional gift of  $120,000 to 
support the engineering, science and 
energy management programs.

Law school progress 
noted

The College of  Law has seen a 
37-place increase in U.S. News and 
World Report’s annual ranking of  
the nation’s best law schools. TU 
was ranked 110 out of  188 schools 
in the 2012 survey, which noted 
TU increases in the reputational 
assessment of  lawyers and judges, 
improvements in the LSAT scores 
and undergraduate GPAs of  TU’s 
2010 first-year students, acceptance 
rate, student/faculty ratio, and the 
percentage of  graduates employed 
nine months after graduation.

Pat Case Dining Center opens
Campus dining facilities were completely renovated during 

the summer and re-opened as the Pat Case Dining Center in 
Fisher Hall (formerly Twin Towers) thanks to a generous gift from 
TU Trustee Mike Case and his wife, Pat. The contemporary 
facility now features varied dining areas with a mix of  banquette 
seating, flexible counters for cyber stations, and flexible seating to 
accommodate small or large groups. An outdoor dining pavilion 
incorporates a smoothie and milk shake bar. Food service has also 
been upgraded with an expanded menu. The facility and new 
menu are hits with students.  

The Collins College of  Business 
was ranked 33rd among the nation’s 
top 113 undergraduate business 
programs, according to a March 
report by Bloomberg Businessweek. 
TU’s business college, unranked last 
year, showed the biggest jump in 
this year’s survey with TU among 
the top four business schools in the 
southwest and ranked 21st among all 
private universities. TU also had the 

third lowest annual cost among 
private schools in the top 50. 
Corporate recruiters surveyed 
for the rankings gave the Collins 
College of  Business high marks, 
ranking it 20th overall based 
on which programs turn out 
the best graduates, and which 
schools have the most innovative 
curricula, and most effective 
career services.
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Drive down Delaware towards TU and all the 
places you remember. They are mostly still there. 
But something has changed over the last 10 to 15 
years: A lot, actually.

They’ve paved parking lots and put up a 
paradise. Literally. Now, there are wide-open 
green spaces for gathering, brick-paved plazas with 
benches for a relaxing respite from the daily grind, 
spacious sidewalks where students stop to say hello 
and chat, and sunny terraces for hanging out and 
catching up. 

What began as an intentional march away from 
a commuter campus toward a unique residential 
community is now a reality for the countless people 
involved — for those whose vision moved the plans 
forward; for those who designed it and hoped 
if  they built it, the students would come; for the 
academicians who raised the bar on the kind of  
student this new environment would attract; and for 
the students who did come because of  this amazing 
transformation.

All of  which leads us back to your drive down 
Delaware Avenue, where you’ll know when you’ve 

It’s a 
wonderful 
life at TU.

Hurricane fans cheer on the team in the new 
H.A. Chapman Stadium.

Continuity gives us roots; change gives 
us branches, letting us stretch and 
grow and reach new heights.
-pauline r. Kezer
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arrived because everywhere you look you’ll see that, today, 
TU is not just a way of  learning. It’s also a way of  living. 
Just five years ago, only 40 percent of  TU students lived 
on campus. Now, it’s well over 70 percent.

Delaware now is a road more traveled — not by cars 
on empty streets, but by students on foot and on bikes. TU 
is unified and walkable, with countless new amenities.

Students are everywhere, out and about at all different 
times of  day: jogging to the Collins Fitness Center for a 
workout and a smoothie; strolling to McFarlin to meet for 
coffee in the Dietler Café or hunkered down in gorgeous 
reading rooms or computer labs; walking across campus 
to the U to relax with a laptop and watch others throw the 

Frisbee; playing flag football under the lights at night. You 
can find students at a tailgate cookout on the new Chapman 
Commons before a big game, or spending an evening in 
ACAC’s Hurricane Hut Sports Bar & Grill, socializing and 
watching the flat screen TVs. When it’s warm, they’re likely 
to be playing water volleyball in the apartment village pools.

Once upon a not-so-long ago time, people headed home 
after class, or sat in a lounge that may as well have been an 
airport concourse, biding their time in between activities 
with nowhere else to go. Now the campus is their home, 
their fellow students and faculty their family. Life here ebbs 
and flows, 24/7. And, the students say, it’s a wonderful life, a 
complete university community, vibrant and connected.

Now and then, circumstance converges with a set 
of  people, and the result is a magical metamorphosis 
of  a dream that materializes. At TU, a master plan was 
conceived in 1987. The plan itself  was ambitious and 
exhaustive. It was as expansive as building apartment 
villages, raising academic standards, and increasing the 
number of  campus activities exponentially; and as detailed 
as what size the leaf  should be on the oak trees that would 
line the U and Chapman Commons. 

Unlike many master plans, it did not sit on a shelf  and 
collect dust. At the heart of  the plan was an extraordinary 
group of  people with passion and a shared vision, who 
kick-started it into action.

They saw how much greater the university could 
become by developing its academic offerings, expanding 
and unifying its physical plant, adding to the students’ 
out of  classroom experiences and reaching out to the 
community to give back.  

They understood that our lives are indelibly shaped by 
our surroundings. When that fabric changes, so does our 
way of  living and, in this case, of  learning. Learning not 
only in the academic sense, but also learning how to live 
with others, as part of  a larger whole, as its own kind of  
family, with common goals and shared ideas. 

They were dreamers and doers who passed along the 
wonderful fruits of  their tireless enthusiasm. Large-scale 
architectural and landscaping projects, hand in hand 
with higher academic standards and many new outside 
of  classroom experiences, merged to create a university 
that enhances each student’s life on campus and, in turn, 
enriches their lives well into their futures.

Today, the master plan is now 98 percent complete; 
and, as they envisioned, TU has, indeed, matured and 
grown into a unified, residential university community: A 
TU family, if  you will.

Just how did these visionaries begin their quest? You 
may have heard – this is a story that’s the sum of  its parts.

Listen to Trustee Bill Fisher (BS ’63) as he talks about 
one summer morning, taking a “TU” run from the river 
up to 11th Street and back with his good friend, Charles 
Norman, also a trustee.

It was 1992, and recalls Fisher, “He explained to me 
how the 1987 Master Plan was going to be accomplished 
— that it would lead to an expanded ‘total master plan’ 

The visionaries. 
If you dream it, you can do it.   - Walt disney

which included pedestrian walkways, green rooms, plaza 
lighting, housing concepts, and a complete landscape 
master plan.” 

The original 1987 plan was “strictly bricks and 
mortar.” But Norman and Burt Holmes (BS ’54), another 
trustee, had a bigger idea, as Fisher tells it. They wanted 
their master plan to result in a total residential community. 
They also wanted Fisher to join the Board of  Trustees, 
convincing him to put his love of  trees and all things 
green to work for TU as the chairman of  the Building 
and Grounds Committee. Bob (BA ’64) and Roxana (BA 
’63) Lorton shared their vision as did Fulton Collins, who 
joined the board in 1992 and Keith Bailey, then chairman 
of  the board. They all gave funds and raised funds. 
University presidents Bob Lawless and Steadman Upham 
led the charge and backed them all the way.

“We wanted to add the ‘Wow Factor’ to the university 
so that we could attract a certain caliber of  students 
looking for a private, liberal arts, residential experience,” 
recalls Fisher. That meant modernizing buildings like 
McFarlin Library, building entire apartment villages, 
adding athletic practice and competition facilities, and also 
adding TU’s own “grand entrance,” the impressive Tucker 
Drive and Chapman Commons on 11th Street.

It also meant sprucing up the grounds. “Before, you’d 
drive down Delaware, and all you saw was McFarlin, 
obscured behind berms and trees, and whose tower was 
not lighted,” says Fisher. “Now you see a grand allée of  
Highbeam Overcup Oak Trees that we brought in from 
Georgia, with beautiful acorn street lamps that illuminate 
the night life,” he says.

The idea here was to create strolling, pedestrian spaces 
campus wide — grand entryways, walkways and fabulous 
plazas — a relief  from student life. “Our job was to make 
the campus a community,” says Fisher.

Recently the Board of  Trustees has reviewed a 
comprehensive set of  construction and landscape 
standards, complete with TU-approved colors used 
on exteriors. Going forward, this unified approach to 
advancing the residential atmosphere will continue.

“I never would have believed a transformation of  
this magnitude could actually occur,” says Fisher. “It’s a 
pleasure to be a part of  these kinds of  things when they 
happen. It was a unique convergence that was synergistic.”

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

S T r o n g  r o o T S
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 With more residential apartments came more students who are 
attracted to living on campus. As entrances became unified and campus 
borders became more distinct, the students increasingly feel a sense of  
belonging. And as they lay down roots, they are branching out, creating 
more connections with each other. 

There is a new energy at TU; and it’s being felt not only by the students, 
faculty and administration, but also by prospective new students.

“We’re definitely attracting highly motivated students with our new 
facilities, amenities and activities,” says Earl Johnson (BS ’89), dean of  
admission at the university. 

Through the years, Johnson observes, TU has always had a quality-
teaching faculty, 96% of  whom have a doctorate, along with strong academic 
resources to attract bright students. But, he explains, when the goal was set 
under President Lawless’ tenure to attract even higher achieving students, the 
university made a conscious decision to improve the quality of  life and the 
overall student experience.

Roger Blais, provost of  TU who has been at the university for 34 years, 
observes, “Out of  strategic planning in the late ’90s came the desire to 
become more like our regional peers (SMU, TCU, Baylor, Rice, Washington 
University) as a private, residential, liberal arts institution. Our goal was to 
bring in top scholars from the region and nationally,” says Blais, “and we also 
wanted to keep attracting our international students.”

The need to develop the university beyond the academic realm with 
enhanced campus-life amenities was clear if  TU wanted to reach these 
students.

 “As the academic profile began to change, it was necessary to provide 
better facilities,” says Johnson. “From a technological and physical 
facilities standpoint, we needed to be able to provide that experience to be 
competitive.”

Today, TU’s campus matches the caliber of  student it attracts. When the 
students come for a campus visit, they can see themselves living and learning 
here. 

The times, they 
are a changin’.

warm weather. Twilight. Sand volleyball. Perfect 
ingredients for an evening of fun for campus residents.

If nothing ever changed, there’d be no 
butterflies. 
~author unKnoWn
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“Now there’s an instant aesthetic appeal,” says 
Johnson. “Our campus compares very favorably with our 
competitors.”

Over 54 percent of  the freshman students now come 
to TU from out of  state and over 70 percent live on 
campus, compared with 40 percent living on campus 
in 2001. Academic excellence continues to improve. 
“Seventy-four percent of  our undergraduates come from 
the top 10 percent of  their high school classes,” says Blais. 

The level of  activity on campus is visible to its visitors. 
As more students live on campus, vital new social, 
philanthropic, athletic and academic programs have 
emerged. In turn, they connect more and become more of  
a family that shares day-to-day living.

“In the last three or four years, 600 more students 

now live on campus, while enrollment has stayed steady,” 
observes Roger Sorochty, vice president for enrollment 
and student services for the past 10 years. “A broad range 
of  new housing options is really meeting these students’ 
needs. By living on campus, they can be more involved. 

“It’s not a coincidence that research on retention 
shows that those who live on campus come back at a rate 
10 percentage points higher than those living off  campus,” 
says Sorochty.

They’re engaged in an assortment of  activities and 
campus organizations. From clubs associated with their 
academic majors to spirit squads to honor societies, 
Greek life, global studies and more. The number of  
organizations to become involved with, in fact, has grown 
to more than 160.

TU’s Division I athletic program is also one of  the 
key ingredients to its energetic campus feel. “One out 
of  10 students is an athlete,” says Blais, “and that really 
contributes to their overall campus experience.”

“Students today definitely are bonded and integrated 
into the institution,” Blais concludes.

Adds Johnson, “You rarely see this kind of  activity at a 
liberal arts university with 2,800 undergraduate students.”

“In 40 years, I’ve worked on all kinds of  campuses 
nationwide,” says Sorochty, “and you see that there’s never 
just one college or university that is a good fit for every 
student. But, when you look at our combination,” he says, 
“we go a long way to be a welcoming and comforting place 
for lots of  students.”

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

Br-r-r-r! The genave King rogers fountain 
attracts student splashers year round – even 
in the winter.
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C a m pa ig n  C or n e r s ton e

The results: It’s a TU 
way of life.
Change always comes bearing gifts.
~PRIcE PRItchEtt

luxurious green spaces, like the Chapman Commons, invite a little 
horsing around.

Eric Griffin (BSBA ’06, MBA ’07) arrived at TU 
in December of  2001 as a freshman and, since then, 
has had a bird’s-eye view of  the evolution of  campus 
as it shifted from a commuter to residential focus.

“I lived in John Mabee Hall, and my window 
overlooked the building of  what now is the Collins 
Fitness Center. At the time, the campus had fewer 
residential students than commuters,” he recalls. His 
sophomore year, Griffin commuted and, he admits, 
it was tough to get to know anyone very well. “Not a 
lot of  students congregated, and it was difficult to get 
involved,” Griffin says. “And if  you had a large gap 

of  time in between classes, there was really no place to gather.”
The new apartments were a major reason for Griffin to move back on campus his 

junior year, and he describes them as life changing.
“We had such a great time in the breezeways and at the pool,” he remembers. 

“There were always activities like barbecues and, slowly, a residential community 
seemed to be emerging.”

Griffin, then vice-president of  Student Association, worked closely with Board 
Chairman Fulton Collins and President Upham, both of  whom, he says, really 
wanted the students’ input on the best ways to improve campus and, in turn, student 
life.

“Fulton led the charge in many ways,” says Griffin. “I remember him asking how 
we could improve the apartment residents’ options for getting a quick bite to eat, and 
we all agreed we needed a café in the Fitness Center. Even though they had to tear 
down a wall in what was a brand new building to make room for it, that café made 
all the difference in the world when we wanted to grab a smoothie and just hang out 
together.”

President Upham was equally as responsive, recalls Griffin, who was the first 
SA vice president to work directly with the president. “Before he ever took the job, 
he reached out to SA and the students to get a feel for the climate of  the student 
experience. After he took the job, he made a conscious effort to meet with us weekly. 
Even when we advised against something, he and Fulton took it to heart, because 
their focus was to improve all of  our lives on campus.”

Griffin now has a brother who’s a senior at TU and was fortunate enough to 
inherit all of  the wonderful changes made these past years by so many people.

B r A n C H I n g  o U T

Eric Griffin
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“My brother is a National Merit Scholar who could 
have gone anywhere, but he chose TU the moment he set 
foot on campus because he felt he could connect here.” 
And that he did.

“He lived in the all-freshman dorm and had friends 
from the get go. And he moved into the apartments his 
sophomore year,” Griffin shares. “I really see a difference 
in his experience and mine because of  the resident life 
shift. He’s felt very close to his friends, professors and 
fellow classmates since he got here.”

Also, Griffin sees that students take greater pride in the 
campus today. All of  the beautiful buildings and amenities 
are centralized where “you get a sense of  unity.” The 
library expansion is a place to congregate; the Collins 

Fitness Center a place to kickback and watch TV. (There 
used to be a trophy case where the Starbucks is now, he 
chuckles.)

The unification and beautification goals have very 
visibly been met because “everyone saw the big picture.”

Today, Griffin works in Tulsa but keeps a close eye on 
the university from his home at Fourth and College. It’s a 
joy, he says, to still be near it. 

You will see him walking across campus to a football 
or basketball game, for which he has season tickets. “I try 
to get to all the games and also to give back as much as I 
can.

“The University of  Tulsa is a gem,” he says. “I just 
lucked into it.

For TU to become a home-away-from-home for 
the majority of  its students, housing became a pivotal 
focal point for improving the success of  the residential 
experience.

Granted, some campus apartments already existed. 
But it was the construction of  Norman Village in 1996 
that began the university’s purposeful mission to dedicate 
resources to building a residential campus. An anchor 
at Third and Delaware, Norman Village was the spark 
that fueled the residential feel. It began a unified housing 
effort and defined what it would mean to live on campus. 
Following closely on its heels would be the new University 
Square, Mayo, Lorton, and Brown Villages.

“The apartments have really achieved their intended 
purpose,” says Melissa France, associate vice president 
for enrollment and student services who oversees housing. 
“They created that sense of  community that comes when 

There’s no place like 
home at TU.

groups of  people live, work, eat and play together.”
Students living in close proximity can now form 

meaningful relationships with each other, which extends 
their learning well beyond the classroom.

And what a living situation it is. Designed as market-
quality apartments, you may have seen the impressive 
apartment villages from the outside, but you’ll be blown 
away to take a look inside: Clubhouses with 50-inch 
plasma TVs and surround sound, pool tables, Wiis, 
Playstation 3s, ATMs, balconies, swimming pools where 
water volleyball games keep things lively. Apartments have 
microwaves, barbecue grills, patios, fireplaces and more. 
A description of  the housing amenities rivals those usually 
found in upscale, luxury condos.

The result? 
“We have increased residency by 30 percent in the past 

five years, while enrollment increased one percent,” says 
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France. “Clearly, the students want to be part of  all that 
life has to offer here, and they have a different feeling than 
those who never had this opportunity. They are immersed 
in being a TU student.”

The residence halls – John Mabee, LaFortune, Lottie 
Jane Mabee, Fisher South (formerly Twin South) and the 
new West Suites (Twin Towers West) – also have been 
refurbished for freshmen who are required to live in the 
dorms and upperclassmen who choose to live there. 

Fisher South is dedicated strictly to the freshman 
experience, which contributes to their sense of  belonging 
early on. 

“With the entire freshman class in one facility, they can 
quickly develop camaraderie with the other students and a 
TU spirit that stays with them all four years,” says France. 
“They also can take advantage of  all the special activities 
geared towards them, learn time management and adjust 
to the overall college experience.”

There is never a dull moment in housing because 
France and her staff  see to it that there’s always some kind 
of  activity going on.

Hurricane Thursday is just one example of  a weekly 
offering of  diverse, interesting activities both on and off  
campus. Hugely popular and well attended, the events can 
include everything from bowling to a dance.

“Our challenge is to get them to put down their cell 
phones and come out of  their bubbles,” France says. 

“That might mean making sandwiches for the homeless or 
decorating cupcakes just because it’s fun.” There are sushi 
nights, self-defense seminars, a haircut open event, video 
game night, football night, and neighbor night.

“We take them out of  their comfort zone to learn 
more about who they are and to feel connected to who 
they’re living with,” says France. Even for the apartment 
dwellers, activities abound, including going to the movies 
when TU rents out AMC, going to the Performing Arts 
Center, or hitting the Tulsa laser tag scene. Dawn to dusk, 
there’s always something to do.

Activities for residential students are so plentiful 
that most of  them stay on campus most of  the time. 
Innovations like ResLife TV help them stay connected. 
The station airs movies, a video bulletin board with 
events, twice a week tutoring in physics, Spanish and math 
so students can call in with their questions, videotapes of  

intramural games, and microwave cooking shows. It all 
gets down to helping each other.

“Most schools with 2,800 students and a class size of  
19 don’t have the physical living choices TU now offers,” 
says France. “President Upham and the board have made 
a big investment, provided quality housing, maintained 
it and supported programs and staffing to continue 
its success.” The rewards have been plentiful – strong 
retention with a truly residential campus.

Says France happily, “A director of  housing can ask for 
no more than that.”

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

whether they’re playing frisbee, napping 
or practicing yoga, today’s TU students like 
previous generations, find the U a welcoming 
space.
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If  there is one place on campus that exemplifies how 
the new TU atmosphere encourages students to gather 
and connect, it’s McFarlin Library.

There is now, in fact, no other place quite like it on 
campus.

The “academic town square,” is how Adrian 
Alexander, R.M. and Ida McFarlin dean of  the library 
since 2007, describes it. Set in the center of  the campus, 
all paths lead to McFarlin, a living heart of  the campus, 
standing reign over the immaculately landscaped U. 

Book it.
If  you are fortunate enough to enter the new west 

entrance at sunset, you’ll be struck by the glow on the 
beautiful new bronze arched door just off  the sweeping 
Albert Plaza Terrace. Once inside, you’ll quickly see 
why change has embraced the old library in a very 
heartening way. It is still scholarly, but its wisdom has been 
modernized.

A complete renovation of  the library has resulted 
in students clamoring for cloistered quiet study in the 
beautifully restored reading rooms, for multitasking in 

24-hour computer labs, for coffee in the new Dietler 
Café, for time on the sunny terrace to sit and soak in the 
library’s rich resources.

“We’ve watched a flurry of  activity remodeling, 
restoring and renovating the library over the past four 
years,” says Alexander. “And the result has been that many 
more people use the library as a study, research and social 
place.” In fact, he shares, when the library reopened in fall 
2009, an impressive three times as many students came 
through the turnstiles.

“Our renovation is at the core of  that.”
Today, the library’s offerings are as diverse as the way 

students communicate and learn. It is a contemporary, 
blended library of  digital and print. 

“Students multitask in our 24-hour computer labs, 
entertain themselves with their music, do research on 
their iPads, have contemplative study hours in the reading 
rooms,” says Alexander.

It’s a space that encourages interaction and 
exploration. More and more people are using the library 
as a study, research and social place. 

“They can work together in groups, meet a professor 
for coffee in the cozy café instead of  a dreary office or 
enjoy the reading rooms, which are unlike anything else at 
TU,” says Alexander. And, when they tire of  study, they 
can socialize in various spaces from the café to the sunny 
new tech wing upstairs whose expansive windows overlook 
sorority row.

“This café is the only one of  its kind in an academic 
building, so it helps cross the bridge between the 

combined social and scholarly environments. And, the 
reading rooms have been full since day one. They are 
pleasant places that invite quiet and thoughtful study,” 
Alexander explains.

As the future unfolds, McFarlin will continue to 
be about more than books. And, as TU continues its 
evolution as a research institution within a residential 
campus, the library will constantly adapt to meet those 
needs. 

“We wanted to create a library that supported the 
effort of  moving ahead to become one of  the nation’s top 
universities,” says Alexander. “Our building, combined 
with our services and resources, greatly helped us meet 
that strategic goal.

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

Mcfarlin library offers grand rooms for 
quiet reflection as well as the dietler Café 
for coffee or a quick meal.

n e w  l e A v e S
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good play.
The brilliant halo effects of  all the new bricks and 

mortar on campus have been enjoyed, perhaps nowhere 
more, than in the athletic programs at TU.

“Thirteen years ago, the only athletic facility we had 
was the football stadium,” says Bubba Cunningham, 
TU’s athletic director since 2005. “Today every sport is 
practicing or playing in a new facility.”

The impact has been greatly felt among all student-
athletes, both scholarship and non-scholarship.

“For scholarship athletes, it has made a huge difference 
in who we recruit and what we do when they come to 
visit. All of  the coaches are very proud to show off  the 
campus and athletic venues,” says Cunningham. “When 
they see the apartments, West Suites in Fisher Hall, the 

dining areas, practice and competition facilities, they’re 
just blown away,” he says. “They’re always impressed and 
tell us the place is very different than they expected.”

By attracting better student-athletes because of  all the 
campus now offers, the result has been what Cunningham 
calls “a chicken or egg situation.”

“When you have better student-athletes, you win 

more,” he says. “We’ve been in Conference USA five years 
and have won 31 conference championships. The closest 
competitor in our league doesn’t have 20 yet.”

The new athletic facilities also allow athletes to 
practice and condition in an environment geared 
specifically to their sport. When the Donald W. Reynolds 
Center was built, for example, a weight training room was 
included for student-athletes.

“Before all of  these improvements, every sport had to 
go off  campus for training, conditioning, and practice,” 
Cunningham remembers.

And while winning remains the name of  the game for 
all of  these athletes, enjoying the multifaceted aspects of  
the TU student experience motivates them to succeed in 
all areas of  student life. 

“The TU lifestyle helps us retain high-quality athletes 
that we attract at higher rates. When the programs and 
activities are good, so is the daily life of  the student.”

Athletes are involved on and off  campus in everything 
from blood and food drives to Habitat for Humanity. 

“They want to participate in all the university has to 
offer,” says Cunningham. “Remember, 1 out of  every 10 
students at TU today is a student-athlete.”

Clearly, where and how these student-athletes live on 
and off  the courts and fields at TU have resulted in lights-
out levels of  achievement. So what can you expect to see 
down the road? 

“We’re going to move from extremely good to 
great,” says Cunningham. “That means reinvesting 
in our programs and continuing our steady march 
championship-caliber performance in all sports.”

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

Three reasons to jump for joy: TU. Spring. And the 
Case Tennis Center, “. . . best of its size in the world” 
according to tennis legend John Mcenroe.
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Proving the way to students’ hearts is through their 
stomachs, Mike Neal, general manager of  Sodexo dining 
services a TU, has captured many hearts indeed. 

By pairing a host of  new ways to dine on campus 
with all of  the new buildings, Neal is credited by many 
for infusing the university with good taste through and 
through.

Out with the chicken-fried steaks of  yesteryear and 
in with the sushi and Starbucks. Students today enjoy 
innovative menus, new venues and great dining choices. 

“In Fisher, which used to be Twin Towers, our goal 
was to change up the old cafeteria/warming tray concept, 
bring in fresh ingredients, and prepare as much out front 
as possible so students always see fresh food being made,” 
says Neal.

If  you walk in the Pat Case Dining Center any day of  
the week, you’ll see pizzas being tossed, sushi being rolled, 
sandwiches made to order, bountiful salad bars, and fresh 
pastries on display. As much of  the food as possible is 
organic. 

Gone, too, are the primary colors. In their stead, 
warm, rich earth tones encourage students to sample 
something new and stay a while. High-tech digital screens 
show three days of  advance menus, TU news, and 
Student Association activities while an Internet bar lets 
students plug in their laptops and surf  away. 

“All of  the improvements were designed to keep up 
with TU’s intent of  being state of  the art while bringing 
the students together to enjoy themselves,” says Neal.

Elsewhere, as the campus has become more residential, 
eateries have popped up in many more locations.

“Our goal is to make every dining experience unique 
to its destination,” explains Neal, who received the Spirit 
of  SA award in 2004-05 because he goes out of  his way 
to work with students to give them what they like. His own 
man on the streets of  sorts, Neal is frequently seen asking 
students for feedback about their culinary likes and dislikes 
and constantly revamping as he goes. “Case in point 
are the Chick-fil-A and Subway in the Allen Chapman 
Activity Center (ACAC), which, in coordination with SA 
and student input, were major homeruns.”

“The students are always challenging us to come up 
with new concepts,” Neal says. “They like brands, and 

good eats.
Chick-fil-A does exceptional business throughout the day. 
Now students actually come to ACAC because it’s there.” 

Before Chick-fil-A, there were many empty dining seats in 
ACAC. 

“Yesterday,” boasts Neal, “there was not a seat to sit in. 
Students want to come in, eat, and hang out with everyone. 
Also, ACAC houses the Hurricane Hut Sports Bar that serves 
21 types of  beer and is always packed with fans glued to the 
flat screens when their favorite teams are on.”

Over at McFarlin, the reason to go to the Dietler Café is 
Fair Trade coffee and Whole Foods noshes like organic sea 
salt chips, pastas, take home foods, pastries and even kosher 
foods. “It’s a place run mostly by students, so they take a 
lot of  pride in being there, and that attracts others to come 
over,” says Neal.

A dining magnet for many apartment dwellers is the 
Collins Fitness Center which serves Starbucks coffee, 
Purpleberry yogurts and soups and sandwiches. 

Off  campus, Neal is also at work at Gilcrease Museum, 
where TU operates the newly remodeled Restaurant at 
Gilcrease.

Whatever venue the students select, they find good food, 
good times and the chance to share their lives over a bite or 
two. 

“We have tried to be as innovative with food as the 
university has been with all of  its new facilities,” says Neal. 
“Everything is orchestrated to work hand in hand with the 
kind of  residential experience TU envisions for its students.” 

food service at TU has gotten a major upgrade 
with the Pat Case dining Center (left) and new 
restaurants in Allen Chapman Activity Center 
(right).
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As TU has matured and transformed into a residential 
university, more and more student activities are springing 
up campus wide that enrich the students’ learning 
experience. Over 50 new organizations have emerged in 
just the past five years, bringing the total to more than 
an impressive 160. Offering their members the chance to 
share similar interests and work for common causes, each 
of  these groups is its own family within the TU family.

“I see an increasing number of  students finding a place 
for themselves and even becoming leaders,” says Steve 

Active minds think alike.
Denton, coordinator of  student activities and a leadership 
development advisor since 2006.

Now that there is a wider variety of  gathering places, 
the students are forming niched groups that are incredibly 
diverse. They give each student a unique opportunity to 
connect on a personal level through specific interests in a 
meaningful way.” 

Scroll through the expansive list of  organizations, 
and you’ll see a smorgasbord of  international, academic, 
religious, professional, social and service-based groups: 

Engineers without Borders, coffee club, soccer and rugby 
clubs, Earth Matters, and badminton. 

By working with and listening closely to the students, 
Denton helps new groups get started, tries to find 
organizations where they might fit and ways they can 
get involved. “It’s all part of  them embracing the TU 
community, becoming active and staying connected,” says 
Denton.

Also helping them stay connected is a Facebook page 
where they can create a profile, update their contact 
information, update their organization information such 

as new officers and the like. TU provides a co-curricular 
transcript that shows students’ extracurricular activities 
 — one more tool to help find a position in the competitive 
job market.

“Many students actually learn leadership skills in these 
smaller training grounds,” says Denton. “They might even 
become president of  a small club, which is an invaluable 
experience for their futures,” he observes.

In addition to all of  the smaller organizational 
activities, students can connect with others at larger events 
in some of  the new campus venues that have been built 
over the last five to ten years. 

When the school year begins, SA sets up shop on 
Thomas Plaza (west of  H.A. Chapman Stadium) for its 
First Thursday activities fair. “It’s a great location for 
800 – 1,000 students to learn about the various campus 
organizations, and to discover other ways to get involved 
in the community,” explains Denton.

Homecoming is bigger and better, with street painting 
on Eighth St., a two-story Friday night bonfire that 
puts the four-footer of  the old days to shame, followed 
by fireworks. Saturday’s festivities move to pre-game 
tailgating on Chapman Commons.

On Service Day, about 500 students pile into buses 
and go out into the community for service projects of  
various kinds. Come spring, the weeklong Springfest 
offers different events every night. Though the themes 
vary from year to year, one of  the highlights is a carnival 
night complete with a giant Ferris wheel on Chapman 
Commons and a dance party or concert in the Reynolds 
Center.

A large number of  groups also use the new Mayo 
Village Activity Center for smaller events throughout the 
year.

The diversity of  activities is also evident off  campus 
with conferences and competitions, such as academic 
bowls. “Study abroad has also become extremely 
popular,” says Denton. “It’s really helped the culture of  
understanding on campus and has resulted in greater 
hospitality among the students.”

Making connections in so many different ways, today’s 
students at TU are engaged and involved. “They are 
constantly gathering in one way or another,” Denton says, 
“and that makes them feel part of  the larger whole.”

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

from their first week as freshmen through 
their final days as seniors, TU students are 
encouraged to strike a balance between studies, 
service to others, and especially just plain fun.



27s P r I n g  2 0 1 126 T h e  u n I v e r s I T y  o f  T u l s a  a l u m n I  m a g a z I n e

Those who attended TU when it was primarily a 
commuter campus really have to see it to believe it. And 
those who are lucky enough to have a child or sibling who 
have been students during and after its transformation are 
awestruck, not only by the physical changes, but also by 
the entire residential experience.

TU alums Chip McElroy (BS ’85) and his wife, 
Sharon (BS ’86), first experienced the university as 
students who attended the old TU. More recently, they 
have co-chaired the Engineering and Natural Sciences 
portion of  the “Embrace the Future” Campaign. Yet their 
greatest joy comes as parents observing their son, Mac, 
a TU sophomore, take root in this flourishing university 
community.

When Chip began TU as a freshman in the fall of  
1981 and Sharon transferred to TU in the fall of  1983 
from OSU, both were commuter students. Sharon knew 
TU from the vantage point of  the Business School and 
her activities in Phi Mu Sorority.

As an engineering student, Chip spent the majority of  
his time on North Campus.

“We’d go from main campus by bus or in our cars to 
North Campus, and then back home,” he remembers. 
“And the bulk of  our peers were nontraditional students 
who had gotten a degree elsewhere or had been out in 
the work world, were married or had families. To say that 
campus life was disconnected is an understatement.”

Chip moved on campus for his junior and senior years. 
“I saw a huge difference living on campus,” he says. “It 
made me feel incredibly connected to TU.”

Today, as a trustee, he appreciates the shift the 
university has made from commuter to residential campus. 

Not that long ago, TU’s inspired vision was a 
necessity to continue growing and responding to the 
challenges and demands of  the modern era.

Today, with most of  the students’ lives within walking 
distance, the result is a collective identity. Just as all of  
the university leaders had hoped, the many physical 
changes that have been made support the students 
themselves and the blossoming of  a total, cohesive 
community for their academic, social and philanthropic 
activities.

As the university continues to meet ongoing, ever-
changing needs, it is embracing its new sense of  unity 
and is poised to pass it down to future generations. 
Deeply rooted. Connected. And thriving.

Back to the future.
Change starts when someone sees the next step.  ~William drayton

“In 1988, when I joined the board, the master plan was in 
full swing with the residential vision in place. The quality of  
the apartments, expansion of  housing and moves to improve 
residential life have surpassed those expectations,” he said.

A lucky thing for Mac, who lives in the Mayo Village 
Apartments. “I have lived in the dorms and my fraternity 
house,” says Mac, “and they all have advantages. But the 
best thing about these apartments is they give me a greater 
sense of  independence.”

Although Mac admits he sometimes goes to his Tulsa 
home “for some of  Mom’s cooking,” he stays on campus 
most of  the time. “There’s always something going on,” he 
says enthusiastically.

Two days a week, you’ll find Mac working at the Collins 
Fitness Center. But, when study and work aren’t on his 
agenda, he’s likely grabbing a bite to eat in ACAC or 
playing intramural sports on Collins Field or Harwelden or 
watching football and basketball as a fan. 

“It’s so great to have D-I sports at TU because we get 
to see some bigger teams play right here,” says Mac, also a 
diehard pre-game tailgater. 

“TU’s Division I athletic programs have grown and 
flourished because we have had great coaches taking great 
programs to new heights,” says Chip. “All of  these new 
facilities on campus give students like Mac places to come 
together,” he adds. “The Collins Fitness Center was as 
transformational as the apartments. And the renovated 
library is a wonderful collection of  knowledge for these 
students’ beginning their life journeys.”

Living at TU helps Mac stay involved and connected 
to the TU family that Chip has long been involved with on 
so many levels. “Everyone has their own group, and there 

are lots of  opportunities to interact with each 
other,” Mac shares. “I looked at bigger schools, 
but none of  them had the close knit feeling at 
TU,” he says.

“They all feel very much a part of  this new 
residential community,” says Chip. “And as a 
new plan for the future is emerging, I think 
we’ll see TU continue to develop conceptually 
around both the physical campus and the 
offerings of  the university to support the larger 
Tulsa community. It’s really all one big family 
now.”

The Mcelroy family — Chip (BS ’85), 
Mac, and Sharon (BS ’86).

All in the family. 

“The 20-year arc of our campus master 

plan, from vision to execution to fruition, 

has been one of remarkable continuity 

and success. our trustees, donors, and 

friends should take pride knowing they 

have helped reinvent The University of 

Tulsa for generations to come.”

~StEadmaN uPham, PRESIdENt 
the university of tulsa  
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o U r  f A M I l y  T r e e



29s P r I n g  2 0 1 128 T h e  u n I v e r s I T y  o f  T u l s a  a l u m n I  m a g a z I n e

As the TU student experience continues to evolve, 
daily life increasingly feels more like family life.

A new culture has given rise to new traditions, some an 
outgrowth of  days gone by, others unique to the modern 
campus life. Emerging are new ways for students to gather, 
celebrate, and even remember their life’s journey along 
the TU path.

“Innovative” and “spirited” describe the new freshman 
orientation that occurs the week before first semester 
begins. The idea is to bring everyone together, to form 
connections and, ultimately, ties that solidly bind.

When freshmen hit the campus, week one is designed 
to make them feel comfortable and to help define 
themselves within the larger university context. Laura 
McNeese, director of  new student programs and services 
since 2004, has watched the orientation program take 
hold and become a vital part of  each new student’s 
residential experience.

Something old, 
something new.

“We really want them to make a social connection,” 
McNeese says. “Of  course, we also acclimate them to 
campus, but we hope to link them to each other, as well as 
the faculty and staff.”

Part of  orientation week is spent at the Heart o’ the 
Hills camp about an hour from Tulsa. Students enjoy time 
together floating, doing High Ropes and even hosting 
Kendall-Whittier Elementary School students as “Bigs” 
for a day. 

“If  they make social connections in that first week of  
school,” says McNeese, “we’ve found they are more likely 
to be successful during their college career.”

Another new tradition welcoming all students occurs 
on the first Thursday night of  the school year. Called 
“First Thursday,” it’s an activities fair and social event, 
which has been held in recent years at Thomas Plaza at 
H.A. Chapman Stadium. 

On weekends, special events like Parent and Family 

Weekend have blossomed into full-blown affairs thanks 
to the new, active parent association that helps families 
stay in touch with the university electronically via e-mail, 
websites, and Facebook. “It all keeps parents informed,” 
McNeese says, “and it brings the TU family in as part 
of  their family. So they’re thrilled to be on campus for 
Parents Weekend.”

Campus renovations have also provided a backdrop 
for unique events like a student Polar Bear Run during 
the 2008 Conference USA football championship 
game against East Carolina. Several hundred students, 
dressed in swimsuits and other daring costumes, braved 
temperatures in the low 20s to race around the new 
Chapman Commons and Tucker Drive. The run 
concluded with an icy dash through the Genave King 
Rogers Fountain. Winners received tickets to the game 
and a story they could tell their grandkids. 

“It was a great way to show school spirit and unify our 
students,” says Melissa France, associate vice president 
for enrollment and student services who oversees campus 
housing.

Carols and Lights on Sharp Plaza remain a time-
honored tradition at TU, when the campus gathers 
at Sharp Chapel for the Festival of  Lessons & Carols. 
Students and alumni have also responded well to the 
Wear Blue campaign to have game attendees wear blue 
to all TU sporting events to show their school pride. The 
Toilet Bowl, a TU tradition nearly 40 years running, is 
still going strong as residents of  John Mabee Hall organize 
the annual spring flag football game and crown the Toilet 
Bowl Queen. Probably the most down-and-dirty tradition 
at TU is Oozefest, when brave souls in old clothes take to 
a mud volleyball court. And, after a long academic year 
of  studying, Springfest is a tradition featuring a week of  
activities, and includes campus concerts from nationally 
touring bands. 

New graduates still continue the tradition of  ringing 
the Kendall Bell following their final exam as a farewell 
to their time at TU. But today, the Alumni Association 
throws a party for them to celebrate and toast their 
accomplishments on Bayless Plaza, where the bell now 
stands. And though they bid adieux to their TU campus 
family, the Alumni Association encourages them to stay 
connected to the larger TU family.

Today, alumni, who span the globe, are taking that 
advice to stay close to heart. They are organized, involved, 
and active.

“Because of  all the new facilities and activities, new 

TU traditions – the music never ends

traditions are emerging that contribute to an enriched 
student life,” observes Laurie Brumbaugh (BS ’78), 
National Board president of  the TU Alumni Association.  
“When they graduate, students want to continue their 
relationship with the university family and each other. Our 
Alumni Association is now active nationwide through its 
network of  10 chapters and 17 clubs.”

Not only is it possible to keep connected, it’s actually 
easy. By embracing social networking concepts, countless 
numbers of  alumni reminisce, stay updated and continue 
their relationship with the university and each other. 
The age of  connectivity moves with them off  campus 
when they log onto TUAlumni.com, Twitter, Facebook 
and Linkedin. Old friends and classmates never fade 
away because of  these user-friendly online communities. 
TUAlumni.com even lets them post and view class notes, 
register for alumni events, post and view photos, receive 
e-mail from the university, and link their Facebook pages 
to the site. It’s a streamlined way to touch base socially 
and professionally all at once.

“Our students want to stay part of  the TU family 
when they graduate,” says Brumbaugh. A new TU Future 
Alumni Council is comprised of  25-30 current students 
who help get the word out about alumni life. While 
they’re still on campus, these students can use their circles 
of  influence to tell others about the abundant alumni 
offerings.

The relationship between the TU family — students, 
faculty and staff  — continues as truly a lifetime 
experience.  

“We want our alumni to come back, see the changes, 
and stay connected with students and other alumni,” says 
Brumbaugh. “We’re a family both on campus and off  and 
that never ends.”

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

freshman orientation is full of indoor and 
outdoor fun, including a float trip on the 
Illinois river.
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Not only has TU branched out in its academic 
offerings, physical plant, and student activities, it has also 
stretched its canopy to generously reach across the campus 
borders and into the surrounding Kendall Whittier 
neighborhood.

“Since TU has become a residential campus, we 
have a completely different culture; the students have a 
sense of  belonging,” says Mike Mills, associate dean of  
students and coordinator of  university and community 
engagement. “So we wanted to provide students some 
volunteer opportunities within walking distance.”

What began as a few students volunteering at Kendall-
Whittier Elementary School has assumed a life and name 
of  its own – True Blue Neighbors.

Walk through the front doors of  Kendall-Whittier 
school, which sits adjacent to TU’s western border, and 
you will see a shining example of  the ways TU has 
touched the hearts of  this neighborhood, its children and, 

The giving Tree.

in turn, the TU students who volunteer there.
“The TU family has literally embraced us over the 

past 13 years,” says Kendall-Whittier Principal Judy Feary, 
“and it has changed the lives of  our students and their 
families.”

 TU’s overriding goal is to meet as many needs of  the 
neighborhood as possible through providing food and 
clothing donations, education and after school activities, 
and a safe and attractive environment for the residents. 
The university works in partnership with the neighbors 
and the school, engaging in dialogue about their needs, 
and working to address them.

Today, each shares a mutual trust based on the give-
and-take of  both schools’ leadership, faculty, students 
and families. TU students and faculty are very involved 
as mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters, lunch buddies and 
some, even lifelong friends.

Each story inspires feelings of  hope, caring, and the 

pride of  paying it forward when groups of  people are 
certain it is better to give than to receive.

Consider student Victor Imelas-Perez, a former 
Kendall-Whittier student now a junior at Tulsa’s 
nationally recognized Booker T. Washington High School. 
Since third grade, Victor has been mentored by TU 
faculty member Art Rasher through the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of  Tulsa. 

Rasher, named National Big Brother of  the Year in 
2010, has been described as “inspirational” and traveled 
to the White House to receive the award from President 
Barack Obama.

 “Rasher just opened the doors for Victor,” says Feary. 
“Many of  our students go on to TCC and ultimately TU 
because, early on, the seed was planted that gave them the 
feeling that TU will take care of  them.”

From filling backpacks with school supplies as the 
school year begins to inviting the children to athletic 
events to stocking the Kendall Whittier Inc. food pantry, 
the university is a respectful and inclusive neighbor.

For TU the relationship has meant many things.
“If  you have any doubts about the power of  

volunteerism, walk over to Kendall-Whittier and watch 
for about five minutes,” says Mills. “It’s remarkable to see 
a shy freshman engage with a 2nd or 3rd grader, then the 
light goes on and their lives are forever changed.”

So successful has True Blue Neighbors become that 
TU now encourages faculty and staff, as well as the 

students, to lend a neighborly hand. The faculty and staff  
may take a paid leave of  eight hours a month to volunteer 
in Kendall Whittier area projects, including neighborhood 
outdoor projects and working in the school as a lunch 
buddy, mentoring, working at the emergency food pantry 
and on other special projects as they come up.

“President Upham made that happen,” says Mills, 
“and the neighbors love TU’s involvement. We see all 
of  their needs and how little it takes to make a huge 
difference.”

Great lessons are being learned all around.
“At Kendall-Whittier” says Feary, “we teach the 

children that you don’t give a hand out, you give a hand 
up. And, that’s just what TU does for us.”

“The best way to find yourself, is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
-GaNdhI

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

TU students are spending gratifying time 
with grade school kids at neighboring 
Kendall-whittier elementary.
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When triplet sisters start applying to colleges, you 
would expect their possible choices to be very diverse. For 
the Hubbert triplet sisters – Cassie, Molly and Sally (all 
BA ’09) – that, indeed, was the case. But they sifted their 
lists down simultaneously to The University of  Tulsa when 
they began to take a closer look.

Sally, who was the first to learn about TU, was 
interested in the undergraduate arts management 
program.

Cassie, too, was interested in arts management, and 
she also knew she didn’t want a huge school. 

Molly became intrigued because of  her sisters’ interest, 
and she joined them as they all piled in the car for the 
short three-hour road trip to Tulsa from their home in 
Sherman, Texas.

For all three girls, the admissions tour “gave us a 
feeling we didn’t get on any other campus.” And they 
were sold, right then and there.

“I knew from the moment I stepped foot on campus 
that TU is where I was meant to be,” remembers Cassie. 

“I didn’t know what it was at the time,” Sally agrees. 
“Now I realize it was that close-knit feeling of  the TU 
family…that sense of  community.” She speaks for both of  
her sisters when she says, “It just clicked for all of  us right 
when we got there.”

A close-knit family themselves, each of  the girls saw 
the many exciting opportunities at TU. They liked the 
campus size, the class size, and the city itself. And what 
they would come to find out was that TU had something 
unique to offer each of  them.

They would take different paths once at the university, 
Sally and Cassie studying arts administration and Molly 
in the sociology program. The closeness of  the TU family, 
in turn, kept them close to each other. “We didn’t depend 
on each other,” Molly says, “but we knew we were always 

there for each other when we needed it most.”
TU’s size contributed greatly to their sense of  

belonging, say the triplets. Even a year-and-a half  after 
graduating, Molly says the professors still know who she 
is as she begins requesting their recommendations for 
graduate school. “We really got to know our professors,” 
she says, “and that made a huge difference both then and 
now.”

Adds Cassie, “Knowing all the professors, having all of  
our friends living on campus, and working at the Collins  
Fitness Center where lots of  people gather – all of  this 
really did matter to me.”

As their journey through TU continued, the triplets 
discovered that their out of  classroom activities would be 
as an important part of  learning as their studies. Their 
time at TU would give them both “wings and roots.”

Cassie became very involved in Chi Omega Fraternity, 
Student Association Executive Board and Cabinet, 
University Ambassadors, Future Alumni Council, 
and the Relay for Life Planning Committee. Sally was 
involved in the Student Association Senate, Chi Omega 
Fraternity, University Ambassadors, and the Relay for Life 
Committee. Molly followed her interest in sociology and 
took a trip to Ghana with one of  her sociology professors 
and fellow sociology majors.

While the girls continued growing and maturing 
because of  their overall TU experience, the evolving 
physical campus was also dramatically changing. The girls 
watched it from their classrooms, dorms, sorority houses, 
and apartments. And, all along the way, they say, TU kept 
getting better and better.

“The campus got bigger and more beautiful as time 
moved on, but we still could walk everywhere,” says 
Cassie. 

The library was being remodeled, the Hurricane Hut 
Sports Bar at the Allen Chapman Activity Center was in 
full swing, and they’d drop in often for a bite to eat after 
an SA meeting.

“We hardly ever left the campus either,” says Molly, 
“because there was no reason to with so much always 
going on.” The girls took advantage of  all that TU 
offered: football games and tailgating in the fall, hanging 
out on the U and the new Chapman Commons, sharing 

afternoons on the library plaza, playing and relaxing with 
laptops in the green spaces, spotting a luau party just 
outside their apartment windows. 

“We could always find something to do, 24/7. TU 
became a whole community,” she says.

And through it all, the triplets stayed close. Molly 
and Cassie even lived together in the new Mayo Village 
apartments their senior year and say they felt “connected 
to campus while we lived independently.”

 “We were impressed with campus then, and now 
we’re even more impressed,” says Cassie, whose arts 
management tastes have her admiring the opening 
of  the new Lorton Performance Center at TU. 
“The improvements on campus are nothing short of  
spectacular,” she says.

Today, Sally is a graduate student at a large university 
where, she admits, “I can walk around all day and not 
know a soul.” But at TU, “no matter where I went I’d 
always see a friend.”

Molly lives in Houston and has an AmeriCorps 
position with the after-school division of  the Harris 
County Department of  Education, and Cassie stayed in 
Tulsa to work for Teach for America. When her parents 

Triple fusion.
For the Hubbert sisters, TU was a 
family affair.

our family is like the branches of a tree. 
we may grow in different directions, yet 
our roots remain as one. each of us will 
always be a part of the other.

-author unKnoWn

and sisters come to visit, they always go to TU games in 
one of  the new competitive team facilities. “TU’s nice for 
us to come back to,” Cassie says. 

All of  the Hubberts take family pride in the university, 
including the triplets’ mom and dad. “Our parents still 
have TU bumper stickers,” they point out, “and just the 
other night, someone saw it in Sherman and called to ask 
more about TU,” they recount. “Now our mom’s best 
friend has a high school junior coming to preview TU, 
and one of  Molly’s friends is a student here.”

Say all three girls to other fellow alumni, “If  you 
haven’t been back in a while, come visit and see TU now 
for yourself. There are no words to describe it. You will 
be surprised and so happy to see how it is reaching its 
potential.”

Though only Cassie remains in Tulsa, they all agree 
wholeheartedly “TU will always feel like home.”

That’s just what happens when students become part 
of  the TU family’s warm embrace.

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

Pictured from left, Molly, Cassie and Sally 
Hubbert at graduation.



35s P r I n g  2 0 1 134

If  generosity were rewarded with riches, Jerry 
Holloway, TU’s director of  purchasing, would be a 
wealthy man indeed. Although his pockets may not be 
lined with gold, his heart just happens to be made of  it. 

Be it a student, a donor to the university or a professor, 
Holloway goes the extra mile, making a difference in 
others’ lives. 

“At TU, all kinds of  people have all kinds of  needs 
every day,” says the naturally outgoing Holloway. “My 
strength is to problem solve and find the best way for 
someone to get it done.”

Euclides Mata and his family sought political asylum in 
2004, coming to Tulsa with nothing after he was laid off  
from his job in the oil industry in Venezuela. 

Holloway and his wife, Vera, saw a need and knew 
they could help by inexpensively setting up the Matas’ 
household. “They became our second family,” says 
Holloway in his typically selfless way.

When it came time for Mata’s daughters to go to 
college, Holloway helped them attend TU. He encouraged 
the girls to keep their grades up during high school and 
found the right financial aid for them after graduating 
from Jenks High School.

Liza Mata (BA ’10) is now a communications specialist 
with Williams Cos., and Alejandra Mata is a sophomore 
majoring in international business and Spanish. 

“We became a TU family because of  Jerry Holloway,” 

said Liza Mata. “I always considered him a godfather. My 
dad calls him our ‘American angel.’”

For Bill Blair (BS ’50), Holloway is heaven sent, and 
Blair’s flowerbeds are the beneficiaries of  Holloway’s 
miraculous helping hands.

 “Jerry’s a strong man with a big heart. If  I ask him 
to do something, he is always there to help,” says Blair, 
a WWII veteran who often shares his memories with 
Holloway. “I love hearing his stories,” says Holloway. “It’s 
no effort at all to step up and help someone like Bill. He’s 
the real thing.” 

While it’s anyone’s guess where Holloway’s simple 
abundance will turn up next, Blair has an idea. “Next 
up,” he says, “I’m calling Jerry about that edging for my 
flowerbed.”

You can bet Holloway will happily be there. Digging 
in. Reaching out. Lending a hand. Opening his heart. 

Home is where the heart is.
A fellow who does things that count, doesn’t usually stop to count them.
~variation of a saying by albert einstein

I T ’ S  A  w o n d e r f U l  l I f e  A T  T U

(left) TU student liza Mata provided this certificate 
to Holloway in thanks for his support.

(right) Students learn the power of a helping hand 
during orientation.

Jerry Holloway
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Preserving TU’s Heritage
Leather football helmets, lettermen sweaters, pep-squad 

uniforms, old issues of  the Kendallabrum and even long-forgotten 
event programs or report cards open a window on the past and 
give us a surprisingly rich perspective on the people who have gone 
before us or the people we once were ourselves.

The Heritage Committee of  the TU Alumni Association asks 
for your help in locating and passing along TU memorabilia of  
any type before it is lost forever. Donated items will be cataloged, 
preserved and possibly displayed in the Jill Zink Tarbel Heritage 
Room in Collins Hall. 

The Heritage Committee is off  to a good start, but we need 
your help. Time is of  the essence. If  precious memorabilia is not 
cared for properly, it could be misplaced, lost through decay, or even 
worse, thrown out by someone who does not realize its significance.

If  you would like to donate an item to the TU Heritage 
Collection, visit www.TUAlumni.com to fill out the online form, 
or contact the Office of  Alumni Relations at tualumni@utulsa.
edu, 918-631-2555, or toll-free (800) 219-4688. All gifts, including 
donated items, are tax deductible.

National Board Welcomes New Leadership

Help Us Go Green!
The Alumni Association is moving to more 

electronic communication to reach our alumni. The 
electronic age allows us to let you know about alumni 
events in your area, benefits available to alumni and 
general news about your alma mater, including The 
Ambassador e-newsletter from the Alumni Association. If  
you are not receiving e-mails from TU or your e-mail 
address has changed, register on TUAlumni.com, send 
an e-mail to tualumni@utulsa.edu, or call the Office 
of  Alumni Relations at 918-631-2555, or toll-free (800) 
219-4688.

In addition, find the Alumni Association on social 
networking sites where membership is growing quickly. 
You may link to the official social networking pages 
through TUAlumni.com. The official Facebook page is 
www.facebook.com/utulsa.alumni. Find us on Twitter 
at www.twitter.com/utulsaalumni. Network with over 
2,000 alumni on LinkedIn by visiting www.LinkedIn.
com and searching for “The University of  Tulsa Alumni 
Association.” 

After serving the National 
Board of  Directors of  the TU 
Alumni Association, Ryan Rex’s 
(BA ’95) term ended as president 
in 2010. Under Ryan’s leadership, 
the association supplemented its 
10 official chapters with 17 alumni 
clubs, the Charles S. Monroe 
Chapter of  the Year Award 
was established, key committees 
were added to the board and a 
comprehensive three-year strategic 
plan was established.

Stepping into a three-year role as 
president of  the National Board of  
Directors is Laurie Brumbaugh (BS 
’78), who most recently served as 
president of  the Tulsa Chapter and 
has led numerous organizations in 
the city of  Tulsa. 

Joining the National Board in 
2010-2011 as new at-large members 
were John D. Davis (BS ’67), Mesa, 
Arizona; John Harvey (BA ’85), 
League City, Texas; Mary Lhevine 
(BS ’82), Tulsa; Joe Pistoia (BS ’70, 
MS ’72), Long Beach, California; 
Sean Shadid (BSBA ’04, MBA 

’07), Broken Arrow; and Shannon 
Winters (BS ’95), Norman.

Chapter representatives joining 
the board were Josh Margherio 
(BSBA ’04), St. Louis; Geordie 
Matson (BS ’79), Tulsa; and Noah 
Zikmund (MBA ’08), Denver.

Other additions to the board 

were Burte Banks (BS ’57), Tulsa, 
representing the Past Presidents 
Council; and Kerry Freeman (BA 
’57, MS ’58), Tulsa, representing the 
Heritage Committee.

For a full listing of  chapters, 
clubs and information, visit www.
TUAlumni.com. 

may 21, 2011
College of  Law Alumni Gala
 
may 23, 2011
Denver Alumni Chapter Reception
 
may 25, 2011
St. Louis Alumni Chapter Reception
 
June 3, 2011
TU Uncorked at Cain’s Ballroom
 
June 9, 2011
Washington, DC Alumni Chapter 

Reception

For a full list of  TU Alumni events, visit 
our website at www.TUAlumni.com. 

As a graduate (or former student 
with at least 60 credit hours of  TU 
coursework), you are automatically 
a member of  the TU Alumni 
Association and eligible to enjoy all 
the benefits it entails. 

For more information, visit the 
new and improved TU Alumni 
website and online community at 
www.TUAlumni.com. 
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Uncorked = Scholarships

Volunteer with the TU Alumni Association
The University of  Tulsa Alumni 

Association offers many volunteer 
opportunities to stay connected. If  you 
are in Tulsa, whether you’re interested 
in sports or wine, TU artifacts or 
Homecoming festivities, we have 
something for you. Become a member 
of  the Tulsa Chapter “TU Blue 
Volunteer Crew” and get involved. 
Visit www.TUAlumni.com/volunteer-

interest to find out more.
The TU Alumni Association also 

has chapters and clubs across the 
country offering social, educational 
and service events for all alumni. 
These events are a great way to catch 
up with fellow alumni and keep in 
touch with the university. Get involved 
in a chapter or club in your area and 
stay connected. Visit the Alumni & 

Wine from around the 
country and hors d’oeuvres 
from Tulsa’s local restaurants 
were enjoyed by alumni and 
friends, but scholarships 
were the goal at the sixth 
annual TU Uncorked Wine 
Festival at the historic Cain’s 
Ballroom in downtown Tulsa 
on June 4, 2010. All proceeds 
from sponsorships and the 
live and silent auctions went 
toward providing financial 
assistance to TU students 
from the Tulsa area. Last 
year’s event succeeded 
in directing more than 
$79,000 to the TU Alumni 
Association Scholarship 
Endowment Fund. 

The Alumni Association 
thanks the following 2010 Platinum 
Level sponsors: Pat and Keith Bailey, 
Siegmund and Ann Marie Brown – 
EXPOSERVE Management Corp., 
Collins College of  Business, Joe Craft, 
Crestwood Holdings, Inc., Steve and 
Ruthie Duenner, Grant Thornton 
LLP, Golden Hurricane Sports 
Properties, Henry Kendall College of  
Arts and Sciences, Tony Henry and 
Custom Images & Promotions, KWB 
Oil Property Management, Inc., The 
David and Leslie Lawson Family 
Foundation, Jim and Judy Miller, 
Murphy Energy Corporation, Alice 
and Jim Rodgers, and  

Teresa and Warren Ross. 
The seventh annual TU Uncorked 

Wine Festival will be held Friday, June 
3, 2011 at Cain’s Ballroom. The event 
is chaired by Siegmund (MBA ’03) 
and Ann Marie Brown. Honorary 
Chairs are Phil (BA ’59) and Marilyn 
(BA ’58) Keeter. Event cochairs are 
Rich Ross and Lucinda Rojas Ross 
(BA ’06). 

For sponsorship and volunteer 
opportunities, contact Jeffrey Rudd at 
jeffrey-rudd@utulsa.edu, or at 918-
631-2092. To make reservations for 
TU Uncorked, visit www.TUAlumni.
com.

Friends website to find a chapter or 
club near you at www.TUAlumni.com. 

Help the Office of  Admission 
spread the word about The University 
of  Tulsa from an alumni perspective. 
To find out more about how you can 
help in your area, contact the Office 
of  Admission at 918-631-2307, or toll 
free (800) 331-3050.
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Delta Delta Delta sorority had a reunion the last weekend in October 2010. More than 60 TU alumni with 
graduating years ranging from the 1970s to the 1990s attended, many of  whom had not been back to TU for 30 
years. The current Tri Deltas on campus held a reception welcoming all the alumnae back. Songs and cheers were 
exchanged from all eras.

Martha Canterbury Buford (BS ’56) hosted the Wichita send-off  party in 
July 2010. Among the guests were Jodie Justiss-Dinsmore (JD ’98) and 
TU admission counselor Terrie Paul.

1950s
John Edgar Redford, Jr. (BS ’54) 
celebrated his 100th birthday on 
May 3, 2010. He currently resides 
in Austin, Texas.

Lynette Bennett (BA ’59) wrote 
and stars in a one-woman musical 
show called Will Rogers’ Romance 
with Betty and America. In portray-
ing Betty Blake Rogers, Lynette 
reveals Betty’s intimate experience 
of  marriage to a world legend 
with a heart-warming glimpse into 
the private soul of  the woman 
whose insights helped create the 
public Will Rogers.

1960s
Charles A. Lone Chief, Jr. (BS 
’60) was selected to receive the 
Jim Thorpe Sports Excellence 
Award by the City of  Tulsa and 
Greater Tulsa Area Indian Affairs 
Commission. He received the 
award at the 13th Annual Dream 
Keepers Awards Banquet in 
July 2010. Charles and his wife, 
Wanda, reside in Tulsa.

Thomas M. Campbell (MTA ’62, 
DE ’87) published his first novel, 
Missing and Alive on the Emerald 
Coast, an adventure story centered 
initially in Tulsa. Tom has worked 
in journalism, editing, public rela-
tions and free-lance writing before 
he accomplished this action, 
romance book.

Elizabeth Dornaus (BA ’64, MS 
’68), who belongs to Phi Mu 
sorority, has been a social worker, 
a teacher and a business owner. 
She has lived in Arkansas, Texas, 
and Oklahoma. Elizabeth has 
spent 35 years working in some 
kind of  caring industry. Now 
retired and active on Facebook, 
Elizabeth would love to recon-
nect with cherished friends from 
her past.

Dr. William E. Dunstan (MA ’66) 
of  Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 
announces the publication of  his 
book, Ancient Rome (Rowman and 
Littlefield, 2011). His publica-

tions also include The Ancient Near 
East and Ancient Greece. William 
serves as a visiting scholar at the 
University of  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and teaches history at 
North Carolina State University. 

Helen F. Howerton (BFA ’66) is a 
wildlife and western paintings art-
ist in Tulsa. Blue Marlin is Helen’s 
first bronze sculpture in an edi-
tion of  ten castings completed in 
December 2009. The sculpture 
was commissioned by Chemtech, 
LLC of  Louisiana as an award 
given to exceptional employees. 
Helen will be offering three 
animal painting workshops at 
Gilcrease Museum in spring 2011.

Robert D. Lewallen USAF (BS 
’67, MFA ’76) presented papers 
on service-learning and civic 
engagement at various educators’ 
conferences in 2008 and 2009. 
Robert also presented a webinar 
on service-learning’s long-term 
impact on community involve-
ment to members of  the Campus 
Compact in 2010. 

Capt. Edward W. Smith Jr. (BS ’68) 
is the newly published author of  
Athletes Once: 100 Famous People 
Who Were Once Athletes. Ex-Tulsa 
football player Dr. Phil McGraw is 
included in Edward’s book.

Edwin W. Parker (JD ’69) received 
the Outstanding Senior Alumnus 
Award at the TU College of  Law 
Alumni Luncheon, which took 
place during the Oklahoma Bar 
Association’s Annual Meeting on 
November 17, 2010.

1970s
Rodney W. Smith (BS ’71) the 
former state senator and state 
attorney from Alachua County, 
Florida, was elected chairman of  
the Florida Democratic Party. 

Tom W. Whalen (JD ’71) and his 
wife, Claire, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in 
September 2010, by renewing 
their marriage vows, followed 
by a reception at their home in 
Owasso. Tom retired from the 
practice of  law in 1999. 

Mary Jo Haskew McCauley (BS 
’72, BSN ’93) has written a book, 
Oklahoma Hearts Online.com, a 
romantic suspense that is set in 
Oklahoma. Mary Jo is a lover of  
Oklahoma history, geography and 
culture. She is currently working 

Class 
Notes Now 
Online!
Class Notes are now 
available at the new and 
improved TUAlumni.com. 
Publish your news instantly 
and search for your fellow 
alumni. To register for the 
site and submit or search 
for Class Notes, visit www.
TUAlumni.com. 

on a sequel as well as other writ-
ing projects.

Nancy Ferguson Meyer (BS ’72) 
retired from TU, where she was 
the assistant director of  alumni 
relations.

Don Powers, Esq. (MBA ’72) and 
wife, Dr. G. Kay Powers, are the 
members/managers of  Powers at 
Law, LLC. This two-attorney law 
firm was selected as the Bank of  
Oklahoma/Edmond Chamber 
2009 Small Business of  the Year. 

Judge Daniel Boudreau (JD ’76) 
received the Outstanding Senior 
Alumnus Award at a luncheon 
that took place during the 
Oklahoma Bar Association annual 
meeting on November 4, 2009.

Debbie Ritter Morgan (BS ’76) 
received the 2010 Global 
Education Faculty Award 
given by the Oklahoma Global 
Education Consortium (OGEC). 
Debbie is director of  nursing at 
Northeastern Oklahoma A & M 
College.

Charles P. Eppler (BS ’57) and wife, Jeanette, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with family and friends on July 9, 2010. Charles and 
Jeanette reside in Midland, Texas.

Don H. Myers (BS ’57) is the outgoing Lake Superior State University head 
softball coach. As Lake State’s longest-tenured coach, Don retired this season 
after guiding the softball team for 21 seasons. He coached 915 games and 
was named Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Coach of  the 
Year in 1991. Don was a catcher for The University of  Tulsa baseball 
team.

Landon Bilyeu (MM ’64) and his wife, Francile James Bilyeu (MS ’64), 
were part of  a family reunion in July 2010. Joining them were brothers, 
Ron Bilyeu (BME ’69) and Dennis Bilyeu (BSBA ’67). All three brothers 
attended The University of  Tulsa at the same time, and all three married in 
Sharp Chapel.

Bob Marshak (BS ’66) and Terry Shonkwiler (BS ’67) have stayed in 
touch with each other for over 40 years including time in the military. Terry 
lives in Las Vegas, Nevada, and Bob lives in Mesa, Arizona. The two were 
able to get together for a welcomed reunion.

Dr. Karen Cadenhead (BS ’70, MS ’72), Ed Cadenhead, III (BA ’72, JD 
’80), Trisha Cadenhead (MEN ’88), Steve Broussard (JD ’88), Jill 
Cadenhead Oglesbee (BA ’09) and Drew Oglesbee (BSBA ’00, MBA 
’06) were part of  a family reunion that took place in the spring of  2010. 
The reunion included family members of  the late Dr. I. E. and Peggy 
Cadenhead, Jr. Dr. Cadenhead was a professor of  history from 1950-
1985 at The University of  Tulsa. Also attending was Peggy’s friend, Brad 
Place, who was the head of  the TU School of  Art from the 1940s to the 
1980s.
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D.C. Chapter of  the Alumni Association organized and participated in a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of  the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Cemetery in May 2010. A reception followed at the home of  Lori 
Graham (BA ’94). Alumni featured in the photo are Haden Snyder (BA 
’06, MBA ’09), Binoy Agarwal (BSBA ’01, MBA ’06), Frank Conatser 
(BA ’90), Alison Stailey (BSBA ’03, MS ’05), Crystal Thayer Maguire 
(BSBA ’03), Tony Meehan (BS ’03, MS ’05), Brooke Visser Meehan 
(BSN ’05), Scott Bousum (BA ’08), Ginny Gettemeier Beauchemin (BA 
’98) and Troy Maguire (BA ’99). 

Dennis L. Baker (BA ’77, JD ’87) 
a 22-year veteran of  the Federal 
Bureau of  Investigation is now in 
charge of  the FBI’s office in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Dennis joined 
the FBI in 1988 after a career as 
a police officer in Tulsa. He also 
has worked in Washington, D.C., 
where he specialized in interna-
tional terrorism investigations.

Craig (BS ’77) and Pris Parrish 
Ciarlelli’s (BS ’79) son, Brock, has 
a recurring role on the TV sitcom 
The Middle. The family resides in 
Colorado, but is spending a lot 

of  time in California developing 
Brock’s acting career. Kyle (BPE 
’09) is Pris and Craig’s oldest son.

1980s
Amy Butler Dodson (BS ’80) 
recently was promoted to assistant 
director of  alumni relations at 
TU.

Mark Ingram, CFP (BS ’80) was 
named to Barron’s Top 1,000 
Financial Advisors.

Dr. Lynn M. Alexander (MA ’81, 
PhD ’86) has been named dean 
of  the College of  Humanities 
and Fine Arts at the University of  
Tennessee at Martin. Previously 
she served as the chair of  the 
Department of  English at UTM.

Scott Silverman (JD ’81) was 
inducted into the Miami Beach 
Senior High School Hall of  Fame 
in September 2010. In January 
2011, Scott, a circuit court judge 
in the Miami-Dade County’s 11th 
Judicial Circuit, celebrated his 
20th year on the bench.

James R. Smith (BSBA ’82) was 
promoted to rank of  Lieutenant 
Colonel (LTC). He is currently 
serving in Germany with the U.S. 
Army as logistics officer.

Steven L. Warren (BA ’82) was 
awarded the Jefferson Davis 
Historical Gold Medal by 
the United Daughters of  the 
Confederacy for his television 
documentary, Last Raid at Cabin 
Creek and his book, Brilliant Victory: 
The Second Civil War Battle of  Cabin 
Creek, Indian Territory. The Jefferson 
Davis Gold Medal is one of  the 

Dr. Debbie Blue (MS ’75), 
Oklahoma Baptist University senior 
vice president for academic services, 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Award by the Oklahoma 
Association of  Career and 
Technology Education during its 
43rd annual conference Aug. 2, 
2010 in Tulsa.

Danelle “Dannie” Powell Schultz (BSBA ’83) married Stephen Kelly 
McGuire on May 15, 2010 in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. Dannie is an 
administrative assistant for TU football office. Stephen is an avid Golden 
Hurricane fan and owner of  McGuire Music Repair in Tulsa.

Karen Gibson Szabo (BA ’84), Mary Cubbage Waller (BS ’88), Kristy 
Gross White (BBA ’03) and Liz Kubik (BA ’10) of  Waller & Company 
Public Relations, received awards at the PRSA Tulsa Chapter’s Silver Link 
Awards Banquet in 2010.

Shaun Whitehorse (BSBA ’96) married Linda Lee Kelso on August 22, 
2010 in Dallas. TU alumni in the wedding party were Jim Schad (BA 
’94), Marty Jennings (BEE ’96), Ron Pritchett Jr. (BMG ’95) and 
David Herr. Shaun and Linda currently reside in Dallas where Linda is a 
personal banker with Chase Bank, and Shaun is a network engineer with 
Easton-Bell Sports. 

most prestigious awards given by 
the UDC for historical scholar-
ship. 

Dr. Daniel Bradley (MS ’83) is 
one of  three new Fellows of  
ABET named in 2010. ABET is 
known for leadership and Quality 
Assurance in Applied Science, 
Computing, Engineering and 
Technology Education. Daniel 
is president of  Indiana State 
University. He has been recog-
nized for his exemplary leader-
ship and stewardship of  ABET’s 
finances for over a decade.

Julie Keil Hudson (BS ’83) and 
sister, Jane Keil Burgett (BS ’86) 
were featured in the Johnson County 

Lifestyle Magazine as running a 
successful clothing business for 
the past 18 years. High-quality 
garments and accessories are the 
secrets of  success at their Keil & 
Co. store. They also keep their cli-
entele happy by selling styles that 
are current but not too trendy.

Marilee Manzelmann Lonergan (BS 
’83) is a financial consultant and 
founder of  Lonergran Advisors, 
LLC. She spearheaded the “one-
stop-shop” business idea, where 
women seek help from financial, 
legal and tax professionals under 
one roof. Other alumni joining 
her are Jeff VanDolah (JD ’92), 
and Lisa M. Anderson (BA ’91). 

Susan Supernaw (BA ’83) pub-
lished Muscogee Daughter, My Sojourn 
to the Miss America Pageant. The 
book chronicles Susan’s quest to 
escape poverty and find meaning. 
Susan is a computer software edu-
cation and technology consultant. 

Dan Berra (BS ’84) was named 
regional president of  the West 
County division of  Midwest 
BankCentre (MBC). Dan resides 
in Chesterfield, Missouri, and is 
a board member of  the Lemay 
Chamber of  Commerce, the 
Lemay Development Corporation, 
the Lemay Child and Family 
Center and serves on the finance 
committee of  the St. Anthony’s 
Charitable Foundation.

Debi Simon Hudson (BA ’86) has 

been installed as a member of  
the Board of  Directors to the 
National Association for College 
Admission Counseling (NACAC) 
based in Washington, DC. 
NACAC is an 11,000-member 
organization for high school 
counselors and college admission 
professionals. Debi is the college 
counselor at St. Teresa’s Academy 
in Kansas City, Missouri.

Veronica Barranco Marks (BA 
’86) was named vice president 
of  corporate communications 
and administration for DRI 

Corporation in March 2010. She 
continues to be the company’s 
assistant secretary. Veronica has 
been with DRI since July 2001.

Becky Collins (MS ’87) is presi-
dent of  Tulsa Global Alliance. 
Kid’s World 2010, a Tulsa Global 
Alliance event held at Tulsa’s 
Exchange Center at Expo Square, 
allowed kids to explore different 
cultures and countries in just one 
day. Kids World International 
promotes understanding and 
peace through this educational 
and entertaining event.

Tara Goins (BSBA ’00) and David 
McCoy were married in August 
2010 in La Jolla, California. 

Robert E. Tipton (BSBA ’00, MBA 
’01) was announced president/chief  
operating officer of  The Radford 
Company effective November 1, 
2010. The company is an active 
participant in TU family-owned 
business institute.

Katie Neville Ahrens (BS ’01, MS ’02) and 
husband, Seth (BMG ’03), announce the birth 
of  their son, John Robert Ahrens, born October 
26, 2010. The family resides in Houston.

Misty Bukin Davis (BS ’02) celebrated her eight-year 
anniversary to Clint Davis on May 19, 2010, along with son, 
Kolby, who was born January 29, 2009.

Meghan Giffin (BS ’01, MS ’03) completed an intensive course to become 
a sommelier, earning a JWE (Junior Wine Executive) credential. After 
completing a three-year mobilization in support of  Operation Enduring 
Freedom, Meghan has accepted a position as a speech language pathologist 
area manager and supervisor for Alpha Vista Services. She married Dr. 
James Carriere in October 2010. The couple resides in Los Angeles.
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Sara DeFeo (BA ’05) married Nick Hale on June 11, 2010 in Lawrence, 
Kansas. Other TU alumni attending were Summer Buerge Timperley 
(BSBA ’04), Lauren Cohlmia (BA ’05), Anne Mistak Napoliello (BA 
’04), Ryan Bales (BSN ’09), Keith Peterfeso (BSBA ’05) and Steve 
Timperley (BSBA ’03).

Katy Barr (BSBA ’03) married Todd Steven Spangler on February 20, 
2010. The couple met on Capitol Hill where they both currently work on 
healthcare policy for the United States Senate. TU alumni in the wedding 
party were Binoy Agarwal (BSBA ’01, MBA ’06), Brian McFerron (BS 
’02), Nancy Robertson Wander (BA ’01), Jason Wander (BSBA ’99, 
MBA ’01), Dr. Ashley McFerron (BA ’03), Alison Stailey (BSBS ’03, 
MS ’03) Troy Maguire (BA ’99), Crystal Thayer Maguire (BSBA ’03), 
Mia Burtrum Standard (BA ’03), Stacey McMillian (BSBA ’03), and 
Rachel L. Wilson (BS ’05, MS ’07).

Meredith Smith Garrett (BSBA ’04) had a signing in July 2010 for her 
children’s book, Penny and the Polka Dot Shoes. The book teaches kids 
to learn the value of  a dollar in a fun way while falling in love with Penny 
and her beloved shoes. Meredith lives in Oklahoma City with her husband, 
Joey, and their son, Grayson.

Rafael Barroeta (MSE ’05) and Simona Duplat (MSE ’05) are pictured 
with their two sons, Sebastian and Nicolas.

Christopher Ellison (BSBA ’05) 
and Elizabeth Frame were married 
May 30, 2009. The couple resides 
in Tulsa.

Jamie German Sutton (BS ’06) 
and husband, Cory, welcomed their 
first child, son Ryder Allen Sutton, 
on November 15, 2009.

Peter Gettys (BS ’05) and Amanda 
Stoudt were married June 13, 
2009 at Braden Park Baptist 
Church in Tulsa. The groom is the 
son of  Jeff (MBA ’82) and Marcy 
Gettys of  Tulsa. The best woman 
was Kristen Gettys (BA ’01). The 
couple spent their honeymoon at 
Walt Disney World. They now 
reside in Tulsa.

Leslie Steinbeck (BSBA ’06) 
married Dustin Blanchet on April 
4, 2009. They reside in Tulsa.

Landon Keopple (BSBA ’06) and Dana Cheek were married July 10, 2010. TU alumni in the wedding party 
were Garrett Mills (BSBA ’06), Brad DeVault (BSBA ’06) and Kyle Blankenship (BSBA ’05).

Jennifer Mutum Deckard (BS ’88) 
has been named president of  
Fairmount Minerals, Ltd. She 
has been with the company since 
1994. Most recently she held the 
position of  chief  financial officer.

1990s
Robert E. Hughes (BA ’90) has pub-
lished the book, Ethics, Aesthetics 
and the Beyond of  Language (July 
2010). Robert is an assistant pro-
fessor of  English at Ohio State 
University.

David Jurkiewicz’s (MA ’92) 
third book, God’s Acres, was nomi-
nated for the 2010 Oklahoma 
Book Award for fiction. David, 
who now lives in Tulsa, left the 
Muskogee Phoenix after 15 years 
of  news reporting and being the 
opinion editor.

Paula Scheider (BA ’92) celebrated 
her first year as a corporate 
trainer for AvisBudgetGroup, 
designing and delivering customer 
service sales training in Tulsa.

Jennifer Wood Edwards (BA 
’93) is president of  the Catoosa 
Chamber of  Commerce for 2011.

Lisa Carlton Anderson (MBA ’94) 
joined Weikel, Johnson, Parris 
and Rouse PLLP as tax manager. 
She was one of  20 Oklahoma 

CPAs selected as the inaugural 
class of  the Oklahoma Society of  
Certified Public Accountants 2010 
Trailblazers. The Trailblazers 
program recognizes the innova-
tion, professional dedication and 
community commitment of  CPAs 
under the age of  40 or with five 
or fewer years of  CPA experience.

Seth Branham (BA ’95) is the 
assistant attorney general for 
Oklahoma. He has been selected 
to receive the Appellate Award for 
Outstanding Advocacy in Capital 
Cases from the Association of  
Government Attorneys in Capital 
Litigation. Seth was nominated 
by Oklahoma Attorney General 
Drew Edmondson.

Jeremy K. Edwards (BMG ’95, 
MSE ’98, and PhD ’00) has 
joined Prospect Flow Solutions, 
Inc., as principal technical spe-
cialist in Houston. Prospect is 
an Aberdeen-based company 
specializing in computational 
fluid dynamics and finite element 
analysis services for the global oil 
and gas industry.

Edward James Herk (BSN ’95) 
welcomed son, Jackson Quinton 
Herk, on August 8, 2009.

Tracey Shearer (BS ’95) is cur-

rently the pediatric coordina-
tor for St. John’s Hospital in 
Springfield, Missouri.

Shannon Winters (BCE ’95) 
accepted the position of  senior 
process engineer with Astellas 
Pharma Technologies in Norman, 
Oklahoma. 

Diane Young Neal (BA ’96) has 
taken a new position as regulatory 
counsel with TransCanada Corp. 

in Houston. She and husband, 
Patrick (JD ’96), have a new 
daughter, Catherine Julia Neal, 
born April 12, 2010.

Kari Russell (BCE ’96) married 
Duane Henson on March 20, 
2010 in Lebanon, Illinois. They 
reside in East Carondelet, Illinois. 

Curt M. Adams (BA ’97, MA ’99) 
has published Collective Trust, Why 
Schools Can’t improve Without It. The 
book is aimed at schools looking 
to implement long-term plans for 
improvement.

Sean Alexander (BS ’97) has 
been promoted to senior direc-
tor, Interactive Entertainment 
Business at Microsoft. Sean 
oversees a multinational group 
responsible for media program-
ming and brand advertising on 
Xbox, Kinect for Xbox 360, and 
other related entertainment prop-
erties. Sean is married to Nicole 
Williams (BA ’96).

Jim Harjo, D.O. (BS ’97) has joined 
SouthCrest Hospital in Tulsa in 
family and maternity care. Prior 
to this, he was physician clinic 
director for the Creek Nation 
Community Hospital. Jim is an 
active member of  the Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Association, 
American Academy of  Family 
Practice and the American 
Osteopathic Association.

Mercedes Apple Millberry (BA 
’97) began a new career as a 
communications consultant with 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of  
Oklahoma.

Kalan Chapman (JD ’07) is engaged to Grant Thomas Lloyd. The wedding 
is planned for May 2011 at the First Baptist Church of  Tulsa. 
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Christopher Siegle (JD ’97) is 
a wealth advisor in the private 
wealth management section of  JP 
Morgan Securities in Scottsdale, 
Arizona.

Jodie Justiss-Dinsmore (JD ’98) 
and husband, Philip Dinsmore, 
announce the birth of  their 
daughter, Alexandra (“Alex”) 
Grace Dinsmore, born January 
13, 2010.

Christina Monroe (BA ’98), 
daughter of  Bob Monroe, former 
long-time TU College of  Business 
dean, received positive publicity 
in Hawaii for her work running 
the U.S. State Department-funded 
Environmental Institutes for 
undergraduates across Asia. Green 
magazine, a local publication 
focused on sustainability in the 
islands, nominated her one of  six 
influential people in Hawaii.

Jeffrey Risch (JD ’98) was named 
to the Top 40 Under 40 to Watch 
list of  lawyers in the state of  
Illinois. He is currently chair of  
the labor and employment prac-
tice group at SmithAmundsen 
LLC, in Chicago.

Hugh Robert (BA ’98, JD ’08) 
received the Outstanding 
Junior Alumnus Award at the 
TU College of  Law Alumni 
Luncheon, which took place 
during the Oklahoma Bar 
Association’s annual meeting on 
November 17, 2010.

Christine Stoeckel (MA ’98) is 
involved in the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters organization. She has had 
two little sisters for four years 
each. Christine was honored 
with the 2009 Big Sister of  the 
Year Award for Orange County, 
California and for the state.

Ann Heidger (BA ’99) has a new 
role on the board of  directors of  
the Dallas Chapter of  the Public 
Relations Society of  America as 
treasurer. Ann is senior corporate 
marketing director for the Dallas 
Affiliate of  the American Heart 
Association.

2000s
Robert E. Tipton (BSBA ’00, MBA 
’01) has been presented the W.L. 
“Bill” James Outstanding Member 
Award for 2010 from the National 
Association of  Purchasing 
Management of  Tulsa Inc. Robert 
is senior vice president of  produc-
tion and supply management for 
OCV Control Valves of  Tulsa. He 
and his family reside in Broken 
Arrow.

Chris Zenthoefer (BSBA ’00) is 
founder of  Tulsa Tough as well 
as New Medio, a full-service web 
development firm. He also has 
become chief  operating officer at 
invisibleBracelet.org (iB). Invisible 
Bracelet is an emergency personal 
identification number (PIN) dis-
played on an iB wallet card, key 

chain attachments, stickers or a 
snap-on device. In an emergency, 
your iB PIN can identify you and 
notify your emergency contacts.

Paul R. Killen (JD ’01) received the 
San Antonio North Chamber of  
Commerce Young Professional 
Award for professional leadership 
on June 22, 2010.

Chad McLain (JD ’01) received 
the Outstanding Junior Alumnus 
Award at the TU College of  Law 
Alumni Luncheon, which took 
place during the OBA’s annual 
meeting on November 17, 2010.

Dave Lilley, Esq. (JD ’02) is chief  
executive officer of  Trinity 
Hughes Construction, which has 
been named to the 6th annual 
AGGIE 100. The AGGIE 100 
honors the fastest growing aggie-
owned or managed companies 
worldwide. Dave was named to 
the “Wichita Falls Area ‘20 Under 
40’ Class of  2010.”

J. Terrell Siegfried (BSBA ’02), a 
Tulsa lawyer, has been appointed 
to the board of  directors of  
Tulsa’s Nordam group. 

Melissa Schau Long (BST ’04) 
along with her husband, Drew, 
welcomed their second child, 
Christie Rae Long, on September 
10, 2010.

Ryan Sheehan (BSBA ’04), Shari 
Alexander (BA ’05) and Colleen 
McCarty (BA ’08) have started a 
new company, Expert Message 
Group. For its clients, the com-
pany creates and develops per-
sonalized communications, which 
could be a book, a speech or any 
unique form that fits the client’s 
personality and need. 

Katy Young (BSBA ’04) has been 
named vice president of  Eastman 
& Beaudine, Inc., the leading 
firm in sports and entertainment. 
Katy, who has facilitated over 
25 searches for Division I head 
coaches and athletic directors, 
was named a “Rising Star” in the 
sports industry by Partnership 
Activation. She is also on the 
Board of  Directors for the Dallas 
Chapter of  the TU Alumni 
Association.

Christina Bishop (BCE ’05, PhD 
’10) and Glen Jackson (BSC ’05) 
were married at TU on May 15, 
2010.

Josh Driskell (BA ’05) has been 
named the new president of  the 
Jenks Chamber of  Commerce. 

Jessica Murray Lewis, D.O. (BS 
’05) graduated from the West 
Virginia School of  Osteopathic 
Medicine with the Degree of  
Osteopathic Medicine on May 
29, 2010.

Diane Argo (BCE ’09) and Austin McCoy (BMG ’09) were married April 
10, 2010 in Oklahoma City. Diane is an associate engineer for HighMount 
Exploration and Production, and Austin attends grad school for architecture 
at OU.

Jed Falkowski (BA ’05) and Dreu Harris (BS ’07) were married on 
September 15, 2007.
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Brendan Patrick Rodman (JD ’06) of  Denver married Yvonne Moeller 
of  Claremore, Okla., on July 17, 2010, in Breckenridge, Colorado. Law 
alumni attending the wedding were Justin “Rusty” Fay (JD ’05), Frank 
Ehman III (JD ’06), Ashlee Pettitt Ehman (JD ’06), Daniel Cupps (JD 
’06), and Christian Barnard (JD ’09). Brendan and Yvonne reside in 
Denver, Colorado.

Mary McGlohon (BS ’05, BCS ’05) 
defended her thesis in September 
2010 at Carnegie Mellon 
University. Following that, she 
joined Google Pittsburgh. Mary’s 
research was on methods for ana-
lyzing networks.

Amanda Schockemoehl-Cook (BA 
’05) was named the 2010 District 
Teacher of  the Year by Owasso 
Public Schools on April 6, 2010. 
Amanda is a third grade teacher 
at Northeast Elementary School 
in Owasso.

Marvin Lizama (JD ’06) received 
the Outstanding Junior Alumnus 
Award at an annual luncheon that 
took place during the Oklahoma 
Bar Association annual meeting 
on November 4, 2009.

Josiah Daniel (JD ’07) wrote an 
article for Oil & Gas Financial 
Journal. The title of  the article 
is “Financing in the wake of  
SemGroup, using insurance to 
increase the availability of  financ-
ing for companies purchasing at 
the wellhead.” Josiah works for 
Meyers-Reynolds & Associates.

Micah Kordsmeier (BA ’07) is the 
2010 recipient of  the GEICO 
National Mortar Board Fellowship 
award. Micah currently works 
full-time at Community Action 
Project of  Tulsa County as project 
coordinator of  CareerAdvance. 

Jessica “Jess” Naudziunas (BA 
’08) was hired in April 2009 as a 
local morning edition host and 
reporter for NPR affiliate station 
WNIN-FM in Evansville, Indiana.

Jon G. Wood (BS ’08) married 
Shannon Compton (BA ’09) on 
May 22, 2010. The couple resides 
in Tulsa.

Meghan Abner (BA ’09) completed 
her TEFL certification in Costa 
Rica and is currently teaching 
English to undergraduate and 
graduate students at the National 
University of  Defense Technology 
in Changsha, China. 

Jamil Malone (BA ’09) is direc-
tor of  special projects at the 
Wichita Downtown Development 
Corporation. He is working with 
young professionals. Keeping 

young professionals from mov-
ing away by involving them in 
the city’s future plans is a goal of  

Lesley Jacobs (BA ’06) married David Robinson (BS ’07) on March 20, 2010 in Tulsa. David is currently pursuing his doctorate in chemistry at 
Princeton University. Lesley currently works for the nonprofit volunteer abroad organization, Cross-Cultural Solutions, in New Rochelle, N.Y. TU alumni 
in the wedding party included Sara Fletcher Elder (BEX ’06), Stephanie Lipscomb Madsen (BSBA ’06), Clay Padgett (BPE ’07) and TU professor of  
chemistry, Dr. Gordon Purser.

the program. Jamil also serves as 
the new TU Alumni Association 
Wichita Club representative. 
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ALuMNI:
William G. “Bill” Allen (ME ’58), 

July 10, 2010
Edwin W. Ash (JD ’65), October 

20, 2010
Don R. Atteberry (BS ’52), January 

13, 2010
Marcella “Sally” Baggett (BSN 

’69), September 5, 2010
Mary Ann Sanders Balfour (BS 

’42), June 20, 2010
Robert P. Blatchford (MBA ’68), 

December 7, 2010
Dorothy L. Boone (BS ’72, MS 

’74), May 15, 2010
Leo Robert “Bob” Brammer, Jr. 

(MS ’50), November 25, 2010
Loye Dean Brannon (BS ’84), 

September 20, 2010
Thelma Jean Bruner (BA ’56), 

February 27, 2010
Joann Henry Sellers Burnley (BA 

’63), November 26, 2010
John Golden Burris (BA ’37), 

August 10, 2010
David Harris Burton (BS ’50), 

September 9, 2010
Stephen R. Campbell (BCE ’00, 

MBA ’02), August 30, 2010
Nancy Eloise “Lois” Childers (BA 

’65), November 22, 2010
Richard D. “Dick” Clary, Sr. (BA 

’56), September 7, 2010
Mary Jean Holm Coburn (BS ’42), 

July 5, 2010
Julia Ann Cole (BSN ’75), 

December 2, 2010
James C. Cornett, Jr. (BA ’57), 

December 21, 2009
Elizabeth E. Courtney (BA ’34), 

May 19, 2010
Gordon L. Cox (BS ’54), June 12, 

2009
Robert H. Critchfield (JD ’66), 

May 10, 2010
Kent Mitchell Curtis (BS ’84), May 

14, 2010
Gene D. Daubert (JD ’69), 

October 11, 2010
Billy Joe “Bill” Davis (BSBA ’69), 

December 5, 2009
Robert E. Downing (BA ’69), 

October 4, 2010
Leah Strubhar Dunbar (BA ’61), 

July 26, 2010
James Leonard Embry (BA ’63), 

March 29, 2010
Constance A. “Connie” Ennis (BS 

’72), June 26, 2010
Clifford Dean Enterline (BS ’52), 

inm
em

oriam

December 7, 2010
Bill Eubanks (BS ’52), May 14, 

2010
John “Jack” Dow Fisher III (BSBA 

’67), August 26, 2010
Daniel Fred “Danny” Fisk (BME 

’53), August 13, 2010
Bryant Clifford “Barney” Frihart 

(BS ’51), November 13, 2010
Scott Kemp Gamster (BSBA ’67), 

September 21, 2010
Linda George (BA ’34), July 20, 

2010
Selma Elaine George (BS ’73, MA 

’75), July 23, 2010
Roger Dell Graeber (BA ’62), 

September 5, 2010
Marilyn Simpson Greenough 

(BSBA ’52), December 25, 
2010

Randall Lee “Randy” Grundy (BS 
’78), September 27, 2010

Frances G. Hamaker (BA ’58), 
December 5, 2010

Jean Corine Hamilton (BS ’37, 
MTA ’69), August 25, 2010

Jane Genevieve Johnson Hansel 
(BA ’46), November 24, 2010

Lonnie Ray Hardin (JD ’80), July 
11, 2010

Jack E. Hoppe (BA ’51), October 
22, 2010

John Davis Hough (BS ’72), July 
20, 2010

Steven Lee Hunt (BA ’75, JD ’79), 
May 9, 2010

Donald N. Irwin (BS ’54), March 
19, 2006

Bradley Allen Jackson (JD ’92), 
November 26, 2010

Phyllis Gertrude Kramer Jobe 
(BA ’57, MA ’58), October 
26, 2010

Jack Wendell Johnson (BSBA ’49), 
December 6, 2010 

Max Kenneth Knarr (BA ’66, MA 
’73), August 15, 2010

Elizabeth “Beth” Lamb (EDD ’69), 
March 13, 2010

Harold E. “Lamp” Lamprich (BA 
’50), June 12, 2010

Richard H. “Dick” Langenheim 
(BS ’48), May 10, 2010

Geoff  L. Leatherland (BA ’94), July 
27, 2010

Paul G. LeVasseur (BS ’95), August 
2, 2010

Donald L. “Don” Linde (BM ’52, 
MM ’59), July 1, 2010

Edward D. Lindsey, Jr. (BS ’61), 

March 24, 2010
Marvin M. Lomax (BS ’50, BA 

’58), ret. TU prof. of  history, 
July 20, 2010

Harold “Dean” Loyd (BA ’65, MA 
’71), March 26, 2010

Bill Lee “Billy” Lucas (BS ’63, 
MBA ’70), July 16, 2010

Jack R. Lybrand (MBA ’80), 
November 7, 2009

Charles Rabon Martin (JD ’68), 
August 27, 2010

Maxine Kelley Martin (BS ’44), 
November 26, 2010                                                     

Rue McClanahan (BA ’56), June 
3, 2010

Betty Joan Hugo McCormick (BA 
’64), April 21, 2010

Kenneth W. McGill (BA ’64, MA 
’72), November 29, 2010

Hugh L. McKee (BS ’47), January 
11, 2009

Mildred M. Parker McKee (EDD 
’66), former professor, July 13, 
2010

Forrest J. McLane (BA ’50), 
November 22, 2010

Gloria J. Meadors-Stratton (MED 
’67), August 7, 2010  

James L. Meeks (BS ’50), October 
25, 2008

George B. Menkoff  (BA ’42), July 
8, 2010

William H. Miller (MBA ’68), July 
16, 2010

Harry W. Milton, Jr. (MS ’59), 
August 18, 2010

William Carroll “Bill” Mitchell (JD 
’86), July 7, 2010

Charlotte W. Moore (MA ’71), 
August 10, 2010

William Edward “Eddie” Morris 
III (BS ’55), June 28, 2010

Jack E. Naifeh (BS ’47, JD ’50), 
August 31, 2010

Oneal Netherland (BA ’49), 
October 30, 2010     

Corinne Carr Nettleton (BA ’51), 
August 7, 2010

Gwenda Sue Niles (BA ’56), March 
30, 2010

Jason Alan Orf  (BS ’02), July 15, 
2010

Carol Copeland Petersen (BA ’55), 
February 24, 2010

James D. Polson (BA ’56), 
November 3, 2007

Robert L. Price (BS ’50), August 
14, 2009

Jerry Keith Reinhardt (BS ’65), 

October 24, 2010
Lloyd W. Richards (BA ’44), 

November 14, 2010
Richard John Robinson (BA ’50), 

October 22, 2010
Genave King Rogers (BS ’38), May 

28, 2010
Harvey Allen Rotman (BA ’60), 

June 28, 2010
Richard E. Sandy (BS ’56), March 

3, 2008
Thomas Allen Scherer, Sr. (BA 

’48), July 5, 2010
Charles Newton Scott (BS ’81), 

November 30, 2009
Kenneth Merle Scroggins (BS ’51), 

July 22, 2010
Joan Marks Setser (BA ’51), June 

16, 2010
Ronald L. Shirey (BM ’55, MM 

’61), November 1, 2009
Flora V. Koonce Simmons (BA ’65, 

MRE ’70), October 29, 2010
Helen Lee Castleberry Smith (BA 

’65), August 22, 2010   
Mable Joyce Snider (MA ’82), 

December 3, 2009
William A. Sorge (MS ’54), 

October 8, 2010
John V. Spikes (BS ’59, MS ’60), 

April 19, 2010
Garland Spurgin (BA ’59), 

December 11, 2009
Don C. Steinmeyer (BS ’58), 

October 25, 2010
James Bernard Sullivan (BS ’62), 

June 19, 2010
William E. Swaim (BS ’67), 

December 2, 2009
Marcus G. Takach (BBA ’06, MBA 

’07), November 21, 2010
Nelda Jean Niehaus DoRemus 

Torkelson (MA ’66, JD ’79), 
October 3, 2010

F. Clay Underwood (BS ’50), 
November 17, 2010

Ernesto R. Velasco (BS ’49), 
March 13, 2010

William M. Webb (BA ’52), May 
29, 2010

Denny W. West (BS ’52), 
September 24, 2010

Mary Margaret Wimberly 
Diggdon Wheeler (BA ’82), 
July 26, 2010

Lawrence C. Whiteley (BS ’53, MS 
’63), March 30, 2010

Martin Edward Wyatt (JD ’58), 
November 27, 2010

FRIENDS OF Tu
Karen Alf, former student, 

November 24, 2000      
Katherene Marjorie “Kay” Smith 

Bagwell, July 27, 2010
Montie Burton Barham, Jr., former 

student, November 2, 2010
Jerry K. Barron, August 19, 2010
Anthony Lee “Tony” Batchelder, 

October 11, 2010
Emmett E. Beeman , November 

24, 2010
George Francis Bell, Jr., former 

student, November 24, 2010
Paula J. Biesemeyer, July 17, 2010
Dan Birmingham, August 29, 2010
Doris E. Blaisdell, September 22, 

2010
Kirby Boone, September 2, 2010
Austin Earl Boyd, Jr., former 

student, July 27, 2010
June Lea Harris Boyls, former 

student, April 23, 2010
Edward Perry Brickman, October 

10, 2010
Dewayne Brooks, September 14, 

2010
Jessica Easton Brown, former 

student, September 1, 2010
Edith Buehler, former student, 

May 10, 2010
Lilyan Ruth Burris, July 12, 2010
Ron Butler, December 4, 2009
Stephen Oscar Carlson, August 

7, 2010
Margaret L. Carpenter, former 

student and retired TU 
employee, December 1, 2010

Charles H. “Charlie” Catlin, 
October 20, 2010

June E. Chapman, October 24, 
2010

Margie Spears Clark, August 28, 
2010

Curtis Conley, July 28, 2010
Thomas Lee Cox, November 2, 

2010
Jack F. Cozier, September 3, 2010
Carol Ann Crowson, August 5, 

2010
Carl H. Cunningham, Asst. Dir. 

of  Institutional Research and 
Records, August 31, 2010

Corina M. Daniel, former student, 
May 12, 2010

Grant Stebbins Darnell, former 
student, April 4, 2010

Darrel W. Day, former student, 
November 20, 2010

Suzanne Southwick Huffman 
DeBrucque, former student, 
February 9, 2010

Anita Frances Dennis, September 
13, 2010

Lorne William Dexter, May 22, 
2010

Louise Norman Dirion, July 12, 
2010

Leslie Frederick Drummond, July 
19, 2010

Dorris S. Egelston, June 23, 2010
Herman Feldman, former student, 

July 16, 2010
Mary Louise Fike, former student, 

March 13, 2010
Jack Rogan Fredenberger, former 

student, August 15, 2010
Travis Welker Freeman, July 30, 

2010
John David Freiberger, September 

14, 2010
Herman A. Fritschen, Jr., July 3, 

2010
Virginia Lee Fulkerson, former 

student, November 20, 2010
Jan Ellyn Gibbons, former student, 

November 15, 2010
Lyle George Gleason, October 

17, 2010
John Granchie, September 8, 2010
Sheillia Lee Guthrie, November 

7, 2010
Wilma Marsh Guthrie, former 

student, September 7, 2010
Vivian Ruth Haas, August 16, 

2010
Donald L. Hale, August 18, 2010
Monsignor James F. Halpine, 

November 19, 2010
Walter F. Hinz, October 25, 2010
Elizabeth Lee “Libby” Hoot, 

October 5, 2010
Raca Howard, October 24, 2010
Warren Curtis Hultgren, 

November 14, 2010
Mary Sullivan Inbody, September 

12, 2010
Zoe M. Irwin, former student, 

October 13, 2007
Florence Jacobs, former student, 

April 15, 2010
Nancy James, former employee, 

July 6, 2000
Manly Johnson, retired professor, 

November 30, 2010
Virginia Valeska Clark Johnson, 

former employee, November 
13, 2010

Dona Jones, former student, 
September 10, 2010

Elmer H. Kamphaus, August 2, 
2010

Herbert R. Karner, former 
student, August 25, 2010

Terry Sue Kerr, director of  
development for the College of  
Law, May 7, 2010

James Walter Kilmer, June 15, 
2010

Marshall Kent Kittelson, June 27, 
2010

Joseph M. Klein, November 21, 
2010

Connie Lanigan, June 25, 2010
Barbara Ann Lee, September 14, 

2010
Gloria Lough, former student, 

May 16, 2010
Rayfield Love, October 27, 2010
Mark O. Mandeville, October 2, 

2010
Daniel Marder, retired professor, 

June 16, 2010
Stanley L. Marple, former student, 

November 24, 2010
Theodore Mason, July 19, 2010
Glenn Ernest McKinley, 

November 22, 2010
William E. “Bill” Meyer, March 

9, 2010
William E. “Bill” Minshall, former 

student, July 2, 2010
Charles Irvin Murphy, December 

5, 2010
Dennis R. Neubauer, October 23, 

2010
C. A. “Bud” Nichols, August 21, 

2010
Richard Dean Nunneley, Jr., 

October 23, 2010
Patrick M. Oliver, August 10, 2010
Marian P. Opala, October 11, 

2010
Stanford Clay Pape, Sr., August 

19, 2009
Maxine A. Parker, December 2009
Barry B. Peck, November 21, 2010
Leatrice Rowan Petty, December 

5, 2010
Jean Phillips, June 24, 2010
Mary Sanders Polson, December 

25, 2001
Jimmy Leroy Potter, October 16, 

2010
Kirk Baxter Pyle, August 12, 2010
Erwin Karl Reiff, August 13, 2010

Sammie Mason Rhodes, 
November 15, 2010

Bill Scott Richards, September 
13, 2010

Joyce Robinson, June 26, 2010
Joseph Salamy, August 23, 2010
Steven Alan Sanditen, March 9, 

2010
Helen E. Schwenker, November 

10, 2010
Virginia Faye “Ginny” Van Noy 

Seibert, September 24, 2010
Ed Short, July 2, 2010
Scott Oden Smith, October 22, 

2010
Imogene “Gene” Spicer, October 

21, 2010
Rowland DeForrest Stanfield, Jr., 

former student, April 21, 2010
Anita Lou Steward, former 

student, November 13, 2010
Claire Irene Sutherland, November 

20, 2010
Mary Jane Thurmond, July 28, 

2010
Paul Edward Vestal, Sr., former 

student, March 31, 2010
Joy Elaine Walker, former student, 

December 2, 2010
Linda Jo Wallis, former student, 

August 22, 2010
Frances Covelle Walpole, July 1, 

2010
David “Wyatt” Watkins, April 9, 

2010
David F. Watson, December 25, 

2007
James Gray Watson, TU’s Frances 

W. O’Hornett Chair of  
Literature, March 30, 2010

Edwin H. Wienecke, Trustee 
Emeritus, December 12, 2010

Mary Wilson, October 5, 2010
William Jordan Welch, Sr., July 

8, 2010
Jeffrey A. Wenzell, October 11, 

2010
Sally Planck Westfall, August 24, 

2010
Martha Ann MacDonald Winn, 

former student, March 1, 2010
William Johnston “Bill” Wiseman, 

Trustee Emeritus, July 13, 
2010
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Nancy Steffens Paul (BA 
’60) chair of  the Gold 
Medallion Society brunch 
and David Yowell (BS ’60) 
a member of  the honored 
Class of  1960.

TU alumni and friends returned to campus to 
Celebrate Our Heritage in October 2010. 

Young alumni and alumni young-at-heart enjoy 
the annual TU on Tap event at McNellie’s 
Pub.

Representing the Washington, D.C. alumni 
chapter, winner of  the Charles S. Monroe 
Chapter of  the Year are Troy Maguire (BA 
’99), Crystal Thayer Maguire (BS ’03) and 
Binoy Agarwal (BS ’01, MBA ’06), chapter 
president.

Homecoming is not possible without the help 
of  a dedicated committee. Just some of  the 
volunteers photographed are (front row) Sandi 

Thornton Litzinger (BS ’86), chair-elect John 

Speaker (BS ’83), chair Cathy Birchall Laird 
(BS ’80) current student Hillary Dees and 
Brian Pingleton (BS ’99); (second row) Sarah 

Minchew Taylor (BS ’78), Amy Butler Dodson 
(BS ’80), Alicia Conner-Todd (BS ’80), James 

Maddux (BS ’93) Steve Yates (BS ’75) and 
current student Hillary Enloe.

Don Tomkalski, associate 
athletics director for 
communications, Mr. 
Homecoming 2010.

Enjoying the Gold Medallion Society brunch were 
Jean Gentis Jenkins (BME ’55), Ellis Jenkins (BS 
’55), Allene Plouzek Griffith (BS ’60), Earl Griffith 
(BS ’58) and Gretchen Hotz Ross (BME ’60).

President Steadman Upham and First Lady 
Peggy Upham crowned Homecoming Queen, 
Caitlyn Rex and King, Quinn Woodard. Linda 
and Izzy Levine of  Moody’s Jewelry look on.

Homecoming 
2011: 
Save the date 
the alumni association is pleased 
to welcome back alumni and friends 
to campus october 28-29, 2011. mark 
your calendars today, and check the tu 
website for more information. if you are 
interested in planning and promoting 
your reunion during homecoming, 
contact the office of alumni Relations at 
tualumni@utulsa.edu, or 918- 631-2555, or 
toll-free (800) 219-4688.



These are some of the farsighted alumni who are enriching the lives of 
future students:

n Thad (BA ’90) and Andrea (BA ’90) Satterfield established scholarships for 
business and education students.

n Jason Grunin (BS ’09) created a scholarship fund and library endowment.

n Michael Grunewald (BS ’03) funded scholarships for walk-on student 
athletes studying business.

n Sam Steffy (BSBA ’07) set up a scholarship to honor his former boss.

Paying It Forward

For more information on this limited-time opportunity, please call Amy Berry 
at  918-631-3111, or e-mail amy-berry@utulsa.edu.

To establish a broader base of endowed support, 
TU created the Pioneer Program, which allows 
alumni like you to purchase affordable life insurance 
policies to create future scholarships or support for 

“With the Pioneer Program, I am able to continue my family’s legacy 
and leave my own mark on campus by creating a maintenance 

endowment for the Gray Student Commons in McFarlin Library.”
                                       - John Gray (BSBA ’10)

800 South Tucker Drive
Tulsa, OK 74104-9700

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

the university programs of your choice. You are able 
to designate the use and the name of the fund — 
honoring the people, experiences or things that are 
special to you.


