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Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104
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In the past year, Cameron Still has been one of the hundreds of TU 
students who’s benefited from the TU Annual Fund. A senior majoring 
in graphic design, Cameron was able to lead an animation project for 
children at a local elementary school and enter his design work in an 
American Advertising Federation competition — winning a silver award.

Support for the Annual Fund translates into untold numbers of unique 
opportunities for TU students. Your generosity helps create a valuable 
work of art!

The humanities
add color to the

educational canvas.

Cameron Still, Graphic Design, Class of 2015
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forward into distinguished careers. As you will see, TU 
students grapple with important and complex issues each 
and every day while our alumni illustrate the abiding value 
of  an education that not only sharpens our understanding 
of  how to make a difference in the world, but also shows us 
why we should want to in the first place.

All best,

Steadman Upham, President 
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Dear Friends,

The needs of  our time often present themselves as 
technical challenges. New medicines, faster computers, and 
greener technologies are just some of  the benefits delivered 
by science, technology, engineering and mathematics — 
collectively known as the “STEM” fields. Likewise, the 
increasingly complex world economy demands leaders 
skilled in business, finance, and law, both domestically and 
across international lines.

But to realize their full potential, the technical and 
professional disciplines must be guided by the humanistic 
perspectives of  the liberal arts. The topics of  these 
essential fields — history, literature, languages, culture, 
politics, economics, and art — orient us to the imperatives 
of  justice and the diversity of  the human experience both 
past and present. The humanities and the social sciences 
help us make decisions that are both technically sound and 
enduringly meaningful.

Over the past year, TU has enhanced the role of  
the humanities and social sciences in daily learning. We 
established a new academic unit, the Oklahoma Center 
for the Humanities, which provides an interdisciplinary 
arena to explore annual themes (the theme for 2014-15 
is privacy). Also last year, several internal review teams 
examined aspects of  undergraduate learning, including 
the teaching of  writing in our colleges, the composition 
of  required core courses, and the laboratory science 
requirement for all TU students. Finally, we introduced 
the Global Scholars Program, which is a selective honors-
type program focused on big issues worldwide such as 
population growth, environmental sustainability, and 
economic development.

These recent moves are but three examples of  our 
ongoing commitment to a strong liberal arts education for 
all of  our students. The following pages offer a glimpse 
into the types of  issues and perspectives that we challenge 
our students to engage — and that our alumni carry 

The University of  Tulsa does not discriminate on 
the basis of  personal status or group characteristics 
including, but not limited to individuals on the basis 
of  race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, age, 
gender, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression, genetic information, 
ancestry, or marital status in the administration of  its 
educational policies, admissions policies, employment 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and 
other University sponsored programs. Questions 
regarding implementation of  this policy may be 
addressed to the Office of  Human Resources, 800 
South Tucker Drive, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104-9700, 
918-631-2616. Requests for accommodation of  
disabilities may be addressed to the University’s 504 
Coordinator, Dr. Tawny Taylor, 918-631-2315. To 
ensure availability of  an interpreter, five to seven 
days notice is needed; 48 hours is recommended for 
all other accommodations. TU#15135

TO CONTACT US OR COMMENT ON 

THIS MAGAZINE 

918-631-2555
1-800-219-4688
TUALUMNI@UTULSA.EDU
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   TU Professor Russell Hittinger’s parochial and 

humanities’ education prepared him for a path he 
never imagined.

 16 Exploring the human condition
  In its second year, the Oklahoma Center for the 

Humanities is fully engaged in reminding us that 
we are more than our DNA. Arts & Humanities 
Festival Calendar on page 18.

 20  A treasure trove in McFarlin
   The Department of  Special Collections and 

University Archives is not only a source for one-of-
a-kind research, but a treasure house filled with art 
and artifacts.

 22 Ripple effect: The impact of great teaching
  Just as Katie Guinn Segal’s (BA ’06, MA ’09) TU 

professors influenced her, she in turn has an impact 
on her students, who are determined to change the 
world for the better.

24  Maestro & Mentor
  In addition to being a world-renowned artist, 

Arturo Herrera (BFA ’82) counts it a privilege to 
mentor young artists.

26  Analyzing money’s impact on health
  What appears to be a circuitous journey through 

several majors, converged in a successful career that 
combines all of  Reginald Tucker-Seeley’s interests.

28  A TU original at The Met
  Forging her own path, Ronda Kasl (BA ’78), who 

designed her own TU curriculum and became 
TU’s first art history graduate, is now helping 
New York’s Metropolitan Museum of  Art build its 
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O N  T H E  C O V E R

The energetic artwork of Arturo Herrera (BFA ’82) has earned 
him worldwide acclaim. The award-winning artist selected the 
cover art as well as the pieces shown in his profile (page 24) 
especially for TU Alumni Magazine readers.

Like us on Facebook; follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and Pinterest.

the university of

Victory, 60.125 x 44 inches, 2010, mixed media on paper by 
Arturo Herrera (BFA ’82).
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Presidential 
Lecture Series

TU’s Presidential Lecture Series 
hosts well-known speakers who discuss 
a wide range of  topics. The 2015-16 
series will present author Erik Larson and 
Princeton Professor Elaine Pagels.

Larson’s nonfiction books include 
several  New York Times best sellers, most 
recently Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of  the 
Lusitania. 

Pagels is best known as the author 
of  The Gnostic Gospels, The Origin of  Satan, 
and Adam, Eve and the Serpent. 

All lectures are free of  charge. For 
more information, please visit utulsa.
edu/pls.

Three professors 
receive Fulbrights 

Marketing Professor Charles Wood 
and Wellspring Professor of  International 
Business Michael Troilo have been 
awarded Fulbright Scholar grants for 
the upcoming academic year. Wood will 
direct a study at Dublin City University 
during the fall 2015 semester that tests 
the effectiveness of  listening strategies. 
Troilo will research the growth and 
survival of  small and medium enterprises 
in small nations at the University Institute 
of  Lisbon in the summer of  2016.

History Professor Joseph Bradley 
received a Fulbright Teaching Award 
to spend this semester at the University 
of  Warsaw, Poland’s largest university. 
As Distinguished Chair of  European 
History, he is teaching two courses on 
Russian history.

“The students are learning a different 
perspective on Russian history from an 
American professor; and in turn, I have 
the opportunity to observe attitudes 
toward Russia in this part of  the world,” 
Bradley said.

His appointment at the University 
of  Warsaw ends in June. Bradley also 
served as a National Fellow at Stanford 
University’s Hoover Institution in the fall 
of  2014.

A new online look

TU remains among nation’s best

The university’s upgraded website launched February 2, 
2015, to high acclaim. The new and improved site presents an 
interactive look at what makes TU tick. The website, which 
aims to capture the attention of  prospective students and their 
parents, embodies the dynamic nature of  campus, using large 
photos, snapshots of  student life and the new award-winning 
university logo. The site is easy to navigate (a big plus for any 
website), and the calendar shows trending as well as future 
events. 

For an online tour, visit utulsa.edu, and cyber-navigate your 
way around campus.

The university is counted as a good buy in two recent publications: The 
Princeton Review includes TU among 200 schools in its Colleges That Pay You 
Back: The 200 Best Value Colleges and What It Takes to Get In – 2015. 

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance ranked TU #47 in its list of  the top 50 best value 
private universities for 2015. 

“These latest rankings reflect the work and dedication of  our students, our 
faculty and our staff,” said TU President Steadman Upham. 

utulsa.edu
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KENDALL COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Chamber Music Tulsa commits 
ensemble gift

Chamber Music Tulsa has 
established the Chamber Music Tulsa 
Annual Ensemble Award for aspiring 
chamber musicians studying at TU.

The annual $6,000 gift will support 
a winning ensemble’s internship at 
TU’s Summer Chamber Music Camp. 
New in 2015, the weeklong camp will 
be held each year in June for local 
high school musicians. The winning 
ensemble also will be showcased by 
Chamber Music Tulsa during the 

Graduate students in the news

Americanists 
conference slated 
for 2017

The University of  Tulsa will host 
the 10th biennial conference of  the 
Society of  Early Americanists in March 
2017. Historians, literature scholars, 
museum staff  and archivists will gather 
in Tulsa to discuss the conference’s 
theme, “The Public and Early 
America.” 

In  addition to informative sessions 
and speakers, the event will feature 
public outreach activities involving local 
schools and teachers, thanks largely to a 
gift from Nieta M. Pinkerton (BS ’79).

Powell recording 
wins GRAMMY

A score of  the chamber opera La 
Descente d’Orphée aux enfers edited by John 
Powell, TU music professor, won a 
GRAMMY for Best Opera Recording 
in February. Powell’s edition of  Marc-
Antoine Charpentier’s La Descente 
d’Orphée aux enfers has been performed 
by various groups in Cincinnati, 
Toronto, San Francisco and Baltimore. 
This is the first recording of  the opera 
to win a GRAMMY. 

academic award year.
The 2014-2015 award-winning 

ensemble includes TU School of  
Music students Ellen Dauk and Sarah 
Thomas, violins; Micah Neely, viola; 
and Jeremiah Neely, cello. As part of  
its Chamber Music Tulsa education 
and outreach activities, the ensemble 
will perform for public school 
students, retirement home residents 
and at the Chamber Music Tulsa 
annual meeting.

Two TU graduate students are 
gaining acclaim in their respective 
fields.

Anthropology doctoral student 
Alicia Odewale (MA ’12) recently 
traveled to St. Croix, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, for the first stage of  excavations 
in the Danish West India and Guinea 
Company Warehouse Building, where 
she is studying the archaeological 
evidence of  slave quarters. The 
warehouse is located in the 
Christiansted National Historic Site.

“With funding provided by the 
TU Student Research Office and the 

Odell Foundation, 
this research has the 
potential to influence 
the interpretation of  
slavery in the New 
World and larger 
African Diaspora 
studies,” she said. 

A paper written 
by English doctoral 
student Mark Rideout 
was recognized at the Ohio Valley 
Shakespeare Conference in October 
2014. Rideout’s submission, “With 
what’s unreal thou coactive art: 

Gender and the Forces of  Illusion in The 
Winter’s Tale and The Tempest,” was 
awarded the M. Rick Smith Memorial 
Prize for Best Graduate Student Essay.
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COLLINS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

College advances 
in U.S. News 
& World Report 
rankings

For a second year, the Master of  
Energy Business program is among 
the top 100 online graduate business 
programs in the nation. The MEB 
admitted its first class in 2012 and has 
quickly gained a reputation as one 
of  the top programs in the nation, 
advancing 23 places in U.S. News’ 
standings from last year to number 38 
on the most recent list. The ranking 
is based on several factors including 
student engagement, admissions 
selectivity, peer reputation, faculty 
credentials and training, student 
services and technology. 

“Recognizing a need in the 
market for highly educated and 
skilled energy professionals, we 
established the Master of  Energy 
Business program online to attract 
students from around the world,” 
said Gale Sullenberger, dean of  
the Collins College of  Business. 
“Programs like this position the 
university as a leader in energy 
business education and give our 
students a competitive edge in one of  
the fastest growing global industries.”

 On October 29, 1935, The 
University of  Tulsa Board of  Trustees 
voted to establish the College of  
Business Administration. Seeking new 
directions for the university, the board 
recognized that Tulsa’s location as a 
business and production center of  the 
oil industry as well as its leadership 
in the financial and industrial sectors 
created opportunity for a business 
school to flourish.

During its early years, the college’s 
enrollment grew, and programs were 
added to address the changing needs 
of  the business community. The 
college began offering a Master of  
Business Administration degree in the 
late 1940s and became accredited by 
the Association of  Collegiate Schools 
of  Business (AACSB) in 1949.

More than 15 years ago, donors 
like Fulton Collins and Walter 
Helmerich saw an opportunity to 
establish endowments, upgrade 
facilities and add programs that 
would propel the College of  Business 
Administration to new heights. 

Celebrating 80 years of  business 
education

In honor of  both Collins’ and 
Helmerich’s vision and generosity, 
the college was renamed the Collins 
College of  Business and the Business 
Administration Hall was renamed 
Helmerich Hall in 2008.

Today, the Collins College of  
Business is a nationally-ranked, 
top 100 business school for both 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs. What lies ahead for the 
college? Dean Gale Sullenberger 
remarked: “We’ve started a 
number of  new programs recently 
— an undergraduate minor in 
entrepreneurship and innovation and 
masters programs in accountancy 
and energy business. The next couple 
of  years will be focused on filling 
the newest endowed professorships, 
recruiting outstanding students and 
working to make the programs we’ve 
started the best that they can be.”

To read more about the college’s 
80-year history, view the latest 
edition of  the Collins College of  Business 
Magazine at business.utulsa.edu/about.

With its vast network of  local 
business owners, low cost of  living, 
strong economy and easy access to 
commercial and industrial loans, Tulsa 
is considered one of  the top cities in 
the country for young entrepreneurs. 
The Collins College of  Business has 
benefited from its location in the 
heart of  the city to develop programs 
and initiatives that foster a spirit of  
innovation and entrepreneurship 
within not only the student population, 
but also the Tulsa community. 

To support continued expansion 
of  the college’s programs, alumnus 
David Lawson (BS ’70) and his wife, 
Leslie, have established the David 
and Leslie Lawson Endowed Chair 

Endowment expands 
entrepreneurship programs

in Entrepreneurship. The endowed 
chair will expand the college’s current 
entrepreneurship offerings as well as 
add a minor in entrepreneurship that 
will attract students across the campus.
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COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND NATURAL SCIENCES

Renowned energy industry 
entrepreneur and devoted TU 
alumnus Thomas H. Russell 
(BS ’57) and his wife, Pam, have 
committed funds to TU’s Keplinger 
Hall renovation, expected to begin 
this spring. Additionally, they have 
endowed an operating fund for 
chemical engineering  as well as 
a thoughtful gift establishing the 
Professor A. Paul Buthod Endowed 
Chair in Chemical Engineering. 
Thanks to the Russell’s generosity, 
the university has created the Russell 
School of  Chemical Engineering.

“This transformational 
commitment will further advance 
the national reputation of  our 
chemical engineering program,” said 
TU President Steadman Upham. 
“Tom and Pam’s efforts support the 
university’s comprehensive mission 
to excel in academics, research and 
community endeavors.”

Russell is the founder of  two 
successful energy companies, T.H. 
Russell Co. and the Thomas H. 
Russell Co. Both firms specialized in 

Computer science adds 
simulation and gaming degree

Russell School of  Chemical Engineering announced 

the design and fabrication of  oil and 
gas processing plants and refining 
equipment for operations around the 
world.

Devotion to his alma mater also 
is exemplified in the T.H. Russell 
Co. Scholarship for Engineering, 
the Thomas H. Russell Co. Provost 
Scholarship Endowment for Chemical 
Engineering and the Thomas and Pam 
Russell Vestibule in Stephenson Hall . 

Additionally, Pam has contributed to 
the Department of  Communicative 
Disorders.

Russell was inducted into the 
College of  Engineering and Natural 
Sciences Hall of  Fame in 1993 and 
was named a TU Distinguished 
Alumnus in 2013. He has served on 
the Chemical Engineering Advisory 
Board since 1981.

The Tandy School of  Computer Science has created a 
bachelor of  science degree in computer simulation and gaming to 
begin in the fall of  2015.

The new major features design components used in the 
country’s top 10 simulation and gaming degree programs. 
The option includes a core computer science focus and set of  
professional courses aimed at exposing students to other academic 
areas relevant to simulation and game development.

 “The computer simulation and gaming industry is growing 
locally and nationally,” said Roger Mailler, associate professor of  
computer science. “Within the Tulsa area, there are three game 
companies and nine others that develop simulation technology 
for commercial and military entities. We’re excited to extend our 
curricula to meet the demands of  such a booming, niche industry.”

Biology studies 
origin of  bed bugs

TU Assistant Professor of  Biology 
Warren Booth recently published his 
latest findings on the origin of  bed 
bugs in the science journal Molecular 
Ecology. He and his team of  biology 
students investigated more than 700 
individual bed bugs collected from 
human dwellings and bat roosts in 13 
countries.

“The data suggests the ancestral 
hosts of  bed bugs were bats, with one 
or more human lineages diverging, 
following the movement of  humans out 
of  shared cave domiciles,” Booth said.

Armed with this new information 
of  bed bug ancestry, Booth and his 
research lab will continue studying the 
parasite’s origin and behavior.
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COLLEGE OF LAW 

Entzeroth named dean 
Lyn Entzeroth has been named dean and Dean John Rogers Endowed 

Chair of  the College of  Law. Known internationally for her expertise on 
capital punishment, Entzeroth has been on the law faculty since 2002. She 
is the college’s associate dean for academic affairs, a post she has held since 
2012. Before that, she was associate dean for faculty development from 2007 
to 2009. She was a TU Outstanding Professor in 2004-05.

Entzeroth is a widely published scholar and has been instrumental 
in activities that link the university and the community. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree at the University of  Wisconsin and her law degree at Tulane 
University.  

Entzeroth will assume her new duties on July 1, 2015.

Reunion brunch to 
honor alumnae

Women graduates from the past 50 years 
will gather for the TU Law Alumnae Reunion 
Brunch on May 16, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Tulsa’s Campbell Hotel. The special event is 
being held to honor the accomplishments of  the 
women of  TU Law, and it is part of  the annual 
Reunion Weekend. 

Visit TULawAlumni.com/Reunion for a 
complete schedule of  Reunion Weekend events, 
including a welcome reception and open house 
at John Rogers Hall and individual class socials 
for the classes of  ’65, ’75, ’85, ’95, and ’05 at 
various venues in Tulsa on May 15. The annual 
gala will be held at Gilcrease Museum on May 
16.

Access to Legal 
Education Scholarship 
extended

TU Law has extended the Access to Legal 
Education Scholarship (ALES) for eligible 
students entering in the fall. The ALES is an 
automatic renewable $18,000 scholarship for all 
first-year Juris Doctor students from a 12-state 
region — Oklahoma, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, 
and Wyoming.  The scholarship is renewed 
each year as long as the student remains in 
good academic standing with a minimum 2.0 
cumulative GPA.   

Curtis Frasier named 
Frederic Dorwart Visiting 
Chair in Energy Law

Curtis Frasier (JD ’82) has been named the Frederic Dorwart 
Visiting Chair in Energy Law. Upon graduating from TU, Frasier 
joined Shell Oil Company in 1982, where he served as executive vice 
president, chief  legal officer, and general counsel of  Shell Upstream 
Americas and head of  legal for Shell in the United States before 
retiring in 2013.

Currently, Frasier is chairman of  the Board of  Directors of  Shell 
Midstream Partners, GP.

TU Law established the Frederic Dorwart Chair in Energy Law 
in 2009 with the generous support of  the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation. The Chair serves to mentor a new generation of  TU 
Law students who will tackle myriad issues surrounding the nation’s 
long-term energy resource needs and develop national sustainable 
energy policy.

Curtis Frasier
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MCFARLIN LIBRARY

Exhibits

McFarlin Signature Society is 
open to alumni, faculty, staff, and 
community members, ages 22-45, 
who provide a minimum $500 gift to 
support McFarlin Library. 

Want to learn more about 
Signature Society? 

Attend one of  our 101 events! The 
101 series will introduce McFarlin 
Library’s various collections in a fun 
and educational way.

How does my support help? 
Your support is pooled together to 

expand the library’s electronic journals 
collection, upgrade technology, and 
provide staff  support critical to the 
daily operation of  the library.

The Art of the Book
May 1 - June 28, 2015
Henry Zarrow Center for Art and 
Education, Sherman Smith Family 
Gallery

One-of-a-kind objects, sculpture 
books, and small fine press editions of  
less than 50 are a few of  the items you 
will find in the Department of  Special 
Collection and University Archive. 
A portion of  McFarlin Library’s 
collection by female artists investigates 
the concepts of  beauty and femininity. 

James Joyce and Ulysses
June 1 - June 28, 2015
Henry Zarrow Center for Art and 
Education, Annex Gallery

TU’s Special Collections houses 
one of  the most comprehensive James 
Joyce Collections in the world, part of  
which will be exhibited.

Circus
March 21 - May 1, 2015
Special Collections and University 
Archives, Satin Rare Book Room, fifth 
floor 

Circus is produced by students in 

Join Signature Society

World War I: 1915
May 2 - July 31, 2015

Special Collections and University Archives, Satin Rare Book 
Room, fifth floor. This display is focused on year two of  World War I.

the History of  Photography, a course 
taught by Assistant Professor of  Art 
History Kirsten Olds. The exhibit 
is inspired by the Dexter Fellows’ 
circus photographs, and the Lois 
Johnson and Sverre Braathen Circus 
collections. Students have researched 
exhibitions of  circus materials at other 

institutions and in books, worked as a 
class and in pairs to choose a special 
theme for the exhibition, and selected 
and organized the materials that will be 
on display. Students wrote individual 
essays on single images or artifacts that 
are posted on the From McFarlin Tower 
blog (http://orgs.utulsa.edu/spcol).

What type of  collections will I 
learn about?  

n			World War I
n			James Joyce
n			Photography
n			Comic Books
n			Screen plays
n			Art Deco
n			Performing Arts
n			Science Fiction
n			Race Relations
n			Music

Do I have to pay all at once? 
No. Your $500 gift can be made in 

pledge payments throughout the year 
and can include matching gifts from 
your employer. 

How can I be invited to the 
101 series, and how can I join 
Signature Society? 

Contact Amy Gerald, director of  
development for McFarlin Library, at 
918-631-3733, or amy-gerald@utulsa.
edu. 
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GILCREASE MUSEUM

James Pepper Henry is the new 
executive director of  Gilcrease 
Museum. Pepper Henry comes to 
Gilcrease from the Heard Museum in 
Phoenix where he served as director 
and CEO since 2013. Prior to the 
Heard, he enjoyed a successful six-year 
tenure at the Anchorage Museum at 
Rasmuson Center, Alaska’s premier 
art, history and science institution. 
There, he oversaw the completion 
of  the museum’s $110 million, 
80,000-square-foot expansion. 
Pepper Henry is also a former 
associate director of  the Smithsonian 

In the early years of  the 20th 
century, California produced a unique 
artistic style that combined several 

Gilcrease Museum names Pepper 
Henry new executive director

Institution’s National Museum of  the 
American Indian.

“I am honored to have been 
selected as the next executive director 
of  Gilcrease Museum,” said Pepper 
Henry. “I look forward to working 
with the Gilcrease National Board, the 
staff  and the community to advance 
Gilcrease Museum.”

He is a graduate of  the University 
of  Oregon and a recipient of  that 
university’s prestigious Council for 
Minority Education Leadership 
Award. He is also a graduate of  
the Museum Leadership Institute 

at the Getty Center in Los Angeles, 
California.

Pepper Henry assumed his duties 
on March 30, 2015.

James Pepper Henry

California Impressionism exhibit opens May 3
distinctive aspects of  American and 
European art. This style, which is 
often called California Impressionism 

Donna Schuster, On the Beach, oil on canvas, 
1917, 29 x 29 inches

or California Plein Air painting, 
concerned itself  with light and 
color. As a variant of  the American 
Impressionist style, it focused directly 
on the abundant California light. The 
land, which became the principal 
subject of  this style, was represented 
with vigor and grandeur, clean and 
unspoiled. The sun shone its light on 
the land and gave it color: greens of  
spring, browns of  late summer and fall 
and everywhere, the deep blue mantle 
of  the sky.

In California, landscape painting 
was by far the most popular subject 
among myriad painters. Where the 
French Impressionists yearned to 
capture the immediate moment, or 
the temporal fragment of  societal 
activity, California’s Impressionists 
sought to catch the fleeting moment of  
specific natural light as it bathed the 
landscape.  

California Impressionism: Selections from 
The Irvine Museum opens May 3 and 
runs through September 6, 2015 at 
Gilcrease Museum. Some of  the most 
popular works of  art in The Irvine 
Museum’s collection will be displayed.
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Last summer, after author  James Pulizzi declared 
in New Republic articles that English departments 
would only be at very wealthy institutions or would 
“soon be extinct,” Blaine Greteman humorously 
responded that Pulizzi’s sentiments harked back to 
another New Republic author, Reed Whittemore, who 
proclaimed that the humanities were going down the 
drain — a drain, Greteman wrote, that they’ve been 
circling since at least 1621 with the publication of  
Robert Burton’s Anatomy of  Melancholy.

Passion is the common denominator that binds 
those who study the humanities. Whether creating 
amazing art, helping end a modern-day scourge, 
or doing research that helps us understand the real 
cost of  healthcare, TU arts and humanities faculty 
and alumni draw on deeply felt energies to fuel their 
careers.  

At The University of  Tulsa, we recognize the 
importance of  studying the humanities — from 

THE ART OF BEING HUMAN

relishing the joy of  discovering valuable lessons 
from the past in the archives of  Special Collections 
to understanding that by pressing our fingers to 
the carotid artery and counting to 10, we can feel 
the iambic pentameter rhythm that flows from 
Shakespeare to hip-hop. 

A liberal education — those block courses that 
exposed you to information outside your major — 
helps us to understand who we are in the world. As 
Professor Russell Hittinger notes in his article, the 
humanities can prepare us for careers beyond our 
immediate horizons. 

Albert Einstein once noted that “The value of  an 
education in a liberal arts college is the training of  
the mind to think something that cannot be learned 
from textbooks.” 

The arts and humanities teach us all the art of  
human-being.

Google “humanities going down the drain,” and more than 700,000 websites 

that explore that premise will appear. The question for TU and other universities is 

whether those who study the humanities and arts are in danger of withering in the 

shadow of STEM curricula? 
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The humanities – a  lifetime of  discovery
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When I went to Catholic grade school in the mid-
1950s — so long ago that the Dodgers still played in 
Brooklyn — I could not have imagined the work I do today 
as a teacher and writer and chair of  Catholic Studies at 
The University of  Tulsa. Even less could I have imagined 
working as an international scholar in two pontifical 
academies in the Vatican as I do now. Neither of  these 
opportunities appeared until I was mid-way in my career 
in the 1990s. The lesson I draw from my own experience is 
that education prepared me for things that were not on my 
immediate horizon.

The Catholic schools of  that era were called 
“parochial,” which meant something related to a parish or 
neighborhood. For all practical purposes parochial meant 
Catholic. Of  course, even back then the Catholic Church 
was a big church, but our experience of  it was rather small. 
Except for military personnel, ordinary people did not 
travel internationally. I saw Elvis Presley on Hit Parade in 
the 1950s, but I cannot recall seeing a pope on television 
until the 1960s. Real-time coverage of  papal conclaves 
didn’t happen until 1978, when two popes died and a third 
was elected, who turned out to be the first non-Italian 
pope in 400 years. Along with everyone else, we watched 
it live. The Polish pope John Paul II quickly became more 
recognizable to Catholic school children than the face of  
their local bishops. Communications made the global the 
new parochial. 

The smaller and familiar Catholic world of  my youth 

changed not only because of  technology, but also because 
of  profound demographic developments, which quickly 
affected the Catholic Church. 

The original “globalization” of  our lifetime began 
with the process of  worldwide European decolonization 
of  Africa, the Middle East, and Asia in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. It took another 50 years until the first 
pope from the New World was elected, Pope Francis. His 
Mass for six million people in Manila this past January 
reminds us that, of  the 1.2 billion Catholics in the world 
today, nearly 70 percent live in developing nations. The 
Democratic Republic of  the Congo (the former Belgian 
Congo) is a striking case of  Catholic demographics. 
Within one generation, there will be another sixty million 
Congolese Catholics, who speak five major languages, and 
dozens more. Who would have thought when I was a child 
that the sub-Saharan Congo would have more Catholics 
than France or Italy?

Whereas a generation ago the fate of  the world seemed 
to hinge on the stand-off  in Europe between two heavily 
armed and ideologically opposed “blocs,” today the most 
pressing human issues are not so obviously centered in 
Europe. When we consider the environmental problems 
and the perplexities of  political economy affecting wealth 
and poverty between individuals and nations, as well as the 
important but uncertain project of  human rights since the 
Second World War, we are probably not thinking in the 
first instance of  Belgium. 

The humanities – a  lifetime of  discovery

An educated person is someone who can 
intelligently and responsibly continue his or her 
education, becoming competent in two or three 
more fields, and working in teams with others 
who are doing the very same thing. 

By Russell Hittinger, Warren Professor of Catholic Studies
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At the top of  my list is the 
challenge of  inter-religious 
dialogue. Today, everyone 
understands that much depends 
upon religious leadership and 
dialogue in a world that is 
still vigorously, although not 
always peaceably, religious. The 
complicated challenges of  the 
“global commons” affect everyone. 
But it has a special resonance with 
Catholics because the Church 
includes an astonishing panoply 
of  humanity, with its different 

cultures, languages, and histories. Thus, when 
Pope Francis recently appointed new Cardinals, he went to 
the global “periphery,” selecting Cardinals from Tonga, Cape 
Verde, Uruguay, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam, and Ethiopia. 
Demography has made the periphery something like the center.

There are many other important changes in the Church. One 
that strikes close to home is the fact that 90 percent of  Catholics 
in America now matriculate in non-Catholic colleges and 
universities, and by some estimates constitute 25 to 30 percent of  
the student body at leading colleges like The University of  Tulsa. 
No one saw that coming when I started my education. 

In fact, no one sees into the future very reliably. Therefore, 
it is counterproductive to limit one’s education to what one can 
see in the short term. Perhaps 50 percent of  the jobs 10 years out 
have not yet been invented. Given our life expectancy, changing 
jobs and even careers two or more times will be the norm rather 
than the exception. There is an old adage that turns out to be 
more than a mere cliché: “There is no future in any job because 
the future lies in the person who holds the job.” 

When I went to the University of  Notre Dame as an 
undergraduate, I began to study broadly the subjects that I 
teach today at The University of  Tulsa: philosophy, theology, 
history, and social sciences. Then, in graduate school I selected a 
particular academic discipline and learned its methods rigorously 
but rather narrowly. The salient fact, however, is that the job I 
took at TU did not exist when I began graduate work. What’s 
more, the multidisciplinary thing that we call Catholic Studies did 
not yet exist in American academia. In the twinkling of  an eye, so 
to speak, several dozen chairs and programs in Catholic Studies 
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Education is for the long run rather than the 
short term. University-educated people will need 
to know more than one discipline and to develop 
intellectual habits that prepare them to think 
and act responsibly at the periphery of  their 
educational comfort zones.

emerged in universities across the country — at Harvard, 
Yale, Chicago, Duke, Tulsa, Claremont, Northwestern, 
the University of  Illinois, and the University of  Kentucky, 
to mention only a few schools. Now Catholic Studies are 
sprouting like mushrooms in Catholic universities, too. Yes, 
I was educated to do my present work by broad studies 
in the humanities. But I was not trained for it in graduate 
school, where my training was to be an expert in certain 
questions arising in Medieval legal philosophy.

I am using examples from my own life to illustrate a 
larger point. Education is for the long run rather than 
the short term. University-educated people will need to 
know more than one discipline and to develop intellectual 
habits that prepare them to think and act responsibly at 
the periphery of  their educational comfort zones. This 
is not a prediction, it’s already happening not only in the 
humanities but also in the social sciences and sciences.

One last example of  what I just said will suffice. 
Since 2009 I have been a member of  the Pontifical 

Academy of  Social Sciences. It consists of  about 50 
scholars from around the world representing several 
disciplines and religious backgrounds. The pope asks 
the academy to study issues of  interest to the Holy See. 
For example, three years ago I organized a meeting of  
the academy on problems of  world peace and presented 
our findings to the pope. Last year, Pope Francis asked 
the Academy of  Social Sciences to meet together in 
conjunction with the Academy of  Science to study the 

issues of  the global environment. This year, he charged 
the social sciences academy with the task of  studying the 
international sex trade.

Academy scholars and professionals are at the top of  
their game. But no academy member knows everything, 
and everyone must know more than his or her specialty. 
So, for example, at the meeting I recently organized at 
the Vatican, participants included Jimmy Wales (founder 
of  Wikipedia), Hans Tietmeyer (former president of  the 
German Central Bank), Veerabhadran Ramanathan 
(Climate and Atmospheric Science, UC San Diego), and 
Alan García Pérez (president of  Peru), among many other 
luminaries in economics, political science, sociology, law 
and religion. The economist now needs to understand 
demographics; the politician trying to reform his country’s 
economy now needs to be able to evaluate the surfeit of  
large data sets; the theologian now has to understand the 
provisions of  unfamiliar legal systems; the climatologist 
now needs to learn something about game theory; the 
philosopher now needs to grapple with social scientific 
accounts of  how policies function “on the ground.” 

What I just described is life beyond college graduation 
in the corporate world, government and policy studies, 
law, the sciences, and all of  the professions. An educated 
person is someone who can intelligently and responsibly 
continue his or her education, becoming competent in two 
or three more fields, and working in teams with others who 
are doing the very same thing.   n



Novelist Pat Conroy famously noted, “Without music 
and dance, life is a journey through a desert.” Why does 
history or literature or art matter? Beyond understanding 
the Big Bang, why are we here? Is our most confounding 
behavior simply explained by our DNA? Or environment? 
What formula helps us to understand why we love, hate, 
kill? What propels us from exploring the Gakkel Ridge in 
the Arctic to the moon?

Asking questions about the human condition is the 
mission of  a new public think tank dedicated to studying 
the humanities. Led by Professor Sean Latham, TU’s 
Walter Endowed Chair of  English and Comparative 
Literature, the Oklahoma Center for the Humanities was 
founded in 2014. 

 “Establishing the center demonstrates that the 
humanities and arts are thriving at TU,” said Kalpana 
Misra, dean of  the Kendall College of  Arts and Sciences, 
which houses the center. “It will strengthen and energize 
collaborative and interdisciplinary teaching and research, 
organize symposia to foster conversations that are at 
the heart of  civilized existence, and provide space and 
opportunities for a broader and deeper engagement with 
the larger community in the city and the state.”

The center began last spring by launching what will 
be an annual Arts and Humanities Festival highlighting 
student achievements. The first festival, held in the 
Roxana Rózsa and Robert Eugene Lorton Performance 
Center, was free and open to the public, thus fulfilling part 
of  the center’s mission of  engaging the community. On 

June 16, 2014, the center also helped launch Tulsa’s first 
Bloomsday, with a pub crawl and readings from James 
Joyce’s iconic novel, Ulysses. 

Recently, a gift from the Patti D’Arcy (BFA ’49) estate 
established the D’Arcy Endowed Fund for the Oklahoma 
Center for Humanities at TU. The new fund will allow 
the center’s director to advance the initiatives and mission 
of  the center, continuing the D’Arcy family legacy of  
promoting a strong humanities presence at The University 
of  Tulsa.

In its first year, the Oklahoma Center for the 
Humanities considered two topics — World War I, 
coinciding with the 2014 centenary of  that war; and 
privacy. WWI programming included an original 
production by TU’s Theatre Department titled The War 
to End All Wars: Songs & Letters from the Trenches to the Home 
Front, as well as films, exhibitions, and an a capella concert 
by Cantus Productions, “All is Calm: The Christmas Truce 
of  1914.”  

In fall 2014, the center named its inaugural class 
of  fellows: TU faculty Aaron Higgins, art; Robert 
Jackson, English; Tamara Piety, law; Karl Pollin, French 
and comparative literature; and Benjamin Peters, 
communication. They were joined by TU students Hope 
Forsyth, a communication and media studies senior, and 
English master’s student Kathryn Webb-DeStefano. Two 
public fellows were also named: Wayne Greene, editorial 
page editor for the Tulsa World, and Preston Smith, a 
computer scientist at Hewlett Packard. They engaged in 

Exploring the human condition

Photos from the 2014 Humanities Festival at the Lorton Performance Center.
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wide-ranging creative and research activities surrounding 
the idea of  privacy during the 2014-15 academic year. 

Lectures, symposia, public debates, and readings 
provided venues for discussion and exploration of  the 
privacy theme. By encouraging interdisciplinary work 
and welcoming a broad interpretation of  the theme, 
fellows discovered the relationship between privacy and 
democracy; how artists, writers, musicians, philosophers, 

and theologians imagine or define private lives; how 
new forms of  public life — social media, celebrity, 
reality television, closed-circuit security cameras, and 
the aggregation of  personal data — transform our 
understanding of  privacy as an ideal, an experience, and 
a practice; and how changing conceptions of  privacy 
intersect with ongoing debates about law, public policy, 
and ethics. Throughout the spring of  2015, fellows 

Exploring the human condition
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TUESDAY, APRIL 28

10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Free and open to the public

Lorton Performance Center, 
Alexandre Hogue Gallery, and the 
Henry Zarrow Center for Art and 
Education in the Brady District

10 – 11 a.m.
Gussman Concert Hall 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities Keynote Address

10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Alexandre Hogue Gallery 
School of  Art Student Exhibition 
Graves Grand Hall   
Graduate and Undergraduate Art 
Exhibition

explored the history of  privacy, determining how we came 
to value private life; discovering how our notions about 
privacy have changed over time and across cultures.

The 2015-16 theme is humor, and the next class of  
faculty fellows has already been selected, featuring experts 
from literature, communication, theatre, and art.  

“Humor,” Latham says, “is a particularly exciting 
topic since it’s so clearly a part of  the shared human 
experience. The center is already planning an exhibit at 

the Henry Zarrow Center for Art and Education 
on political cartoons, visits from contemporary 

comic novelists, dramatic performances, 
concerts, and a symposium on humor and 
offensiveness that will continue the debates 
sparked by the Charlie Hebdo attacks.”

The Oklahoma Center for the 

Humanities is also the new home of  the statewide oral history 
project, Voices of  Oklahoma. Dedicated to the preservation 
of  the state’s history, Voices of  Oklahoma has collected the 
stories of  more than 150 individuals who shaped state culture, 
character, and industry. Oil and gas, ranching, politics, 
education, and more are visited in these packaged interviews 
posted to voicesofoklahoma.com. Nearly 80 interviews have 
been published, and many more await production. John Erling, 
Tulsa radio veteran and Oklahoma Broadcasters Hall of  Fame 
member, is the project’s founder and creative director. 

The center is currently finalizing several planned lectures, 
film screenings, art exhibitions, festivals, theatre and musical 
performances, and other events that will be held in academic 
year 2015-16. To learn more about these activities as well 
as other developments at the center, find us on Facebook, 
Twitter and on the web at www.humanities.utulsa.edu. n

arts&humanitiesfestival
OKLAHOMA CENTER FOR  THE HUMANITIES 
AT  THE UNIVERSITY OF  TULSA

Graves Grand Hall   
Theatre Set Design Exhibition 
Graves Grand Hall  
Theatre Productions Digital Portfolio 
Graves Grand Hall North 
Corridor  
Voices of  Oklahoma Audio Kiosks 
Graves Grand Hall South 
Corridor  
Publications Exhibition
North Balcony Corridor 
Digital Animation Student 
Presentations and Interactive Digital 
Animation Installation   

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Graves Grand Hall  
NEH 50th Birthday Party Reception 
Jackson Commons  
Food Truck Lunch on the Lawn

11 – 11:20 a.m.
Graves Grand Hall South 
Balcony  
Chamber Performance I

11:30 – 11:50 a.m.
Graves Grand Hall North 
Balcony  
Piano Performance I
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11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Meinig Recital Hall  
Screenwriting Readings
Kaiser Rehearsal Hall  
Marketing the Arts and Sciences 
Presentation

12 – 6 p.m.
Henry Zarrow Center for Art 
and Education 
Dan Farnum Faculty Photography 
Exhibition

12 – 12:20 p.m.
Graves Grand Hall South 
Balcony  
Chamber Performance II

12:30 – 12:50 p.m.
Graves Grand Hall North 
Balcony  
Piano Performance II

1:00 – 1:50 p.m.
Gussman Concert Hall  
Vocal, Jazz Combo, and Dance 
Theatre Performance 

2:00 – 2:20 p.m.
Meinig Recital Hall  
World Poetry Readings

Kaiser Rehearsal Hall   
Privacy, Art, and Humanity
Graves Grand Hall South 
Balcony  
Chamber Performance III

2:30 – 2:50  p.m. 
Graves Grand Hall North 
Balcony  
Piano Performance III
Meinig Recital Hall  
Film Shorts Screening I
Kaiser Rehearsal Hall  
Jazz Combo and Soloist 
Performance

3:00 – 3:20 p.m. 
Gussman Concert Hall  
Voices of  Oklahoma Presentation
Meinig Recital Hall  
Opera Theatre Performance
Kaiser Rehearsal Hall  
Creative Writing Readings I
Graves Grand Hall South 
Balcony  
Harp Performance I

3:30 – 3:50 p.m.
Graves Grand Hall South 
Balcony  
Harp Performance II

Gussman Concert Hall  
Theatre Reprise Performance
The War to End All Wars: From the 
Trenches to the Home Front 
Meinig Recital Hall  
Nimrod International Journal Readings 
Kaiser Rehearsal Hall   
Art and Music Inspired by Literature 
Presentation 

4:00 – 4:20 p.m. 
Graves Grand Hall North 
Balcony 
Piano Performance IV
Gussman Concert Hall  
Theatre Reprise Performance
Little Women
Meinig Recital Hall  
Film Shorts Screening II
Kaiser Rehearsal Hall  
Creative Writing Readings II  

4:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Gussman Concert Hall  
Dance Theatre Performances I, II, 
and III

5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Graves Grand Hall   
Wine and Cheese Reception 
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World War I ephemera • James Joyce’s gravy-stained tie • Treaties •  Pioneer letters •  

Illustrated gospels • Clay vessels •  Artwork  • Photographs that capture the joys and pains of 

history — Just a few of the gems to be found in the university’s oldest crown jewel.

Treasure chest of  Mc Farlin Library.
Special Collections
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Whether they come to read the letters of  Alice Robertson or explore the 
ephemera of  James Joyce, scholars from around the world travel to The University 
of  Tulsa to conduct research in McFarlin Library’s Department of  Special 
Collections and University Archives. Located on the fifth floor of  the library, 
Special Collections includes more than 140,000 rare books and over 9,000 linear 
feet of  literary and historical manuscripts, photographs, artwork and artifacts.

Most of  the collections are literary and historical in nature, with 
special emphasis on English Modernist authors and the history of  the American 
West. One of  the most notable areas of  collecting is in 20th-century British, Irish, 
and American literature.

The department also houses a broad selection of  materials relating to Native 
Americans; women authors; wars and conflicts, with emphasis on World War I 
and Vietnam; popular culture; and the history of  Oklahoma and the Tulsa region.

The department has been a rich resource for scholars from around the world. 
In 1997, Oxford scholar Kathryn Laing discovered an unknown manuscript 
for the first novel by Rebecca West. More recently, writers and producers from 
the Oprah Winfrey Network conducted research in the archives for a fictional 
mini-series based on the 1921 Tulsa Race Riot. In addition to Joyce, a sampling 
of  Special Collections treasures include WWI correspondence, maps and 
photographs; archives of  the International Petroleum Exposition; the late Tulsa 
photographer Bob McCormack’s studio; and the life archive of  Nobel laureate 
V.S. Naipaul. 

The late Lindsay Alexander donated more than a dozen handcrafted books 
with fore-edge paintings to the library. When a book is lying flat, only the gilt edges 
are apparent. But when the pages are fanned, intricate watercolors magically 
appear. These tiny treasures represent an important development in bookbinding 
history and are excellent examples of  the “book arts.”

“Such books are works of  art in their own right,” said Adrian Alexander, the 
R.M. and Ida McFarlin Dean of  the McFarlin Library. “Books designed and 
crafted with fore-edge paintings are a lost art now, and these volumes are fine 
examples of  that art form.”

Special Collections is also home to an elaborately illustrated Gutenberg Bible 
facsimile; and a rare, well-preserved copy of  Eric Gills’ The Four Gospels, which 
has been described as “one of  the most handsome illustrated books of  the 20th 
century.” 

The collections also offer students opportunities to bring their classroom 
knowledge to the fore. Students of  Assistant Professor of  Art History Kirsten Olds’ 
History of  Photography course produced the exhibit Circus, on display until May 
1. They researched exhibitions of  circus materials at other institutions, worked 
to choose a special theme for the exhibition, then selected and organized the 
materials on display. Their essays about the images are posted on the From McFarlin 
Tower blog orgs.utulsa.edu/spcol. 

While Special Collections materials must be used in the department reading 
rooms, these rich resources are available to all students and staff  of  the university 
as well as to members of  the public who would like to consult them. Due to the 
collections’ burgeoning size, some material has been moved off  site and requires 
special arrangements for use. 

For more information about the department or accessing the collections, please 
call 918-631-2496, or visit the website at utulsa.edu/special-collections.   n

Treasure chest of  Mc Farlin Library.
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Katie Guinn Segal (BA ’06, MA ’09) knew as a fourth 
grader that she wanted to teach. When she needed 
emotional support, her teachers had been there for her. 

Not surprisingly, she chose education as one of  her 
majors at The University of  Tulsa; and in a sophomore 
history class with Professor Jay Geller, she fell in love with 
the subject she would teach. Later, an assignment from 
her graduate advisor, Professor Christine Ruane, would 
lead Segal to a cause that has become integral to her own 
career.

 “We read a book about the first known international 
serial killer who targeted prostitutes,” Segal recalls of  a 
gender studies program with Ruane. “I realized these were 
a group of  women who were really marginalized by society. 
Nobody really cared about them, and that made them easy 
targets,” Segal says. “At the same time, I was volunteering 
for DVIS [Tulsa’s Domestic Violence Intervention Services] 
and its rape crisis hotline as a victim advocate.”

Later, assigned to research the history of  a volunteer 
organization by Professor Joseph Bradley, she drew on her 
experiences and ferreted out the 19th century National 
Vigilance Association in Great Britain, which was one 
of  the first to identify the so-called white slave trade — 
today called human trafficking. She had found a cause 
but not an outlet for it. 

In 2010, Segal began teaching history at Dallas’ Jesuit 
College Preparatory High School, an all-boys institution. 
Her first year included overseeing a standard sophomore 
research project: “They pick a hot spot around the world 
and research the long-term causes and two contemporary 
causes,” she says. “One student, Will Wood, chose human 
trafficking and became enthralled with it.” Segal had her 
own research papers for him to draw on as well.

The project grew into more than she expected. 
Knowing she was new to Jesuit, Will wanted to help 
integrate her into the community by starting a new 
school club. “He suggested human trafficking,” Segal 
says, a touchy subject for any school. “Fortunately, the 
administration was unbelievably supportive,” she says. 
“The school’s theme is social justice.”

To create a club framework, Will found an 
international organization — Not for Sale — that helps 
schools establish groups to learn about human trafficking 
and child labor. Through a family friend, Will also made 
connections with Southern Methodist University’s Embrey 
Human Rights program, which led to contacts with the 
Frederick Douglass Family Initiative (FDFI), which itself  
was starting an initiative to develop a school curriculum on 
the topic. “They wanted to use their family legacy to bring 
attention to the fact that slavery still exists,” Segal says.

With his “friendly, outgoing 
nature” 16-year-old Will 
recruited members. They met 
in Segal’s classroom to discuss, 
screen documentaries and hear 
speakers including a Dallas 
policeman who had started a 
program for teens at-risk of  
becoming human trafficking 
victims. The club made a video 
with a local human trafficking 
survivor, used by FDFI in its 
curriculum, and also provided 

RIPPLE EFFECT:  

THE IMPACT OF TEACHING

Katie Segal at the FBI 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., with two of  her students 
from Dallas’ Jesuit College 
Preparatory High School.
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valuable feedback to the foundation on its test curriculum.  
Today, Jesuit’s Not for Sale club helps out at local 

shelters that deal with human trafficking victims. The 
boys organize holiday activities and spend time with the 
children, acting as positive role models. The more than 30 
members have also attended the Dallas Violence Against 
Women conference, and Not for Sale is one of  Jesuit’s 
largest clubs.

In January 2013, the Frederick Douglass Family 
Initiative invited the club to Washington, D.C., where 
the young men helped draft a modern Emancipation 
Proclamation. Segal also spoke. Professors Ruane and 
Bradley were in the audience. “I introduced my students 
to them. I said we wouldn’t be here without them. It 

demonstrated to me the power of  education and the 
power of  a teacher to effect change. If  I hadn’t taken 
their classes, and they hadn’t encouraged me to keep 
exploring … I may never have inspired Will … and none 
of  this would have happened,” she says. “I could have 
retired then and had a very fulfilling career.”

And Will? Today, he is a pre-med student who 
aspires to be a gynecologist and work with rape victims. 
Last summer, he volunteered with doctors helping 
underprivileged women. “He’s going on to a position of  
power and using this experience to effect change himself,” 
says Segal. “If  that isn’t the best thing about my job, I 
don’t know what is.”  n

More than 70% are female and half are children.

According to the U.S. State Department,

600,000 to 800,000 people are trafficked

across international borders every year. 
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Arturo Herrera’s (BFA ’82) TU experience fashioned many 
fond memories of  creative freedom and artistic discovery. He 
vividly remembers designing eye-catching, colorful posters for 
Student Association special events and activities — projects 
that were defining moments of  his young career.

“I was given a green light with imagery, and it was 
exhilarating to see the students and faculty react to the posters 
around campus,” he said. “Learning how images affect an 
audience made a strong impact on me and informed my work 
for years.”

As a child, Herrera’s parents encouraged him to paint 
and draw, and he often visited art museums. When an older 
brother left the family’s native Venezuela to study at Tulsa’s 
Spartan School of  Aeronautics and Technology, Herrera 
decided to follow him stateside. He completed TU’s intensive 
English as a Second Language program and immediately 
applied to the School of  Art.

 “At the time, there were many Venezuelans at TU in the 
famous petroleum engineering department, but I was the only 
one working toward a bachelor of  fine arts,” Herrera said.

MENTOR&MAESTRO
In Phillips Hall, he worked alongside faculty Glen 

Godsey, Brad Place and many others who encouraged 
him to experiment with different techniques. While 
developing the artistic foundation that guides him today, 
TU’s humanities-based courses enlightened his approach 
to painting and sculpting.

“I took as many classes as possible in the humanities 
to understand how complex and rewarding the work from 
past and contemporary writers, thinkers, musicians and 
artists was,” he said. “This broad spectrum of  expression 
encouraged my passion for art.”

Herrera knew he was destined to be a professional 
artist, earning a living at what he “wanted and needed to 
do.”

Following graduation in 1982, he traveled through 
Europe before living between Venezuela and New York. 
In 1990, he moved to Chicago to attend the Master of  
Fine Arts Program at the University of  Illinois. Early in his 
career, Herrera practiced the modernist method of  paper 
and collage because it was inexpensive and didn’t require 
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works in the city of  Kreuzberg.
The knowledge and respected skill behind Herrera’s 

résumé of  adventurous exhibitions and projects is 
priceless to students at the Art Institute of  Chicago, 
Northwestern University, Parsons School of  Design and 
Bard College, institutions where he has lectured part time.

“Being a mentor to young artists is a privilege. We 
need to nurture and support every person who takes up 
the challenge of  being an artist,” he said. “Art and images 
are powerful and necessary, and our longing to experience 
them fulfills our visual and conceptual curiosity.”

This spring, Herrera is preparing for exhibitions in 
Paris and New York — opportunities he said remind 
him how fortunate he is to enjoy a career inspired by his 
surroundings.

“The humanities are a mirror reflecting our dreams, 
aspirations and complexities,” he said. “It takes an 
incredible amount of  courage and strength to put 
yourself  out there, but the rewards are immense.”  n

MENTOR&MAESTRO
a studio. With each completed project, collage grew to 
become an essential part of  his trademark style.

“I made large wall paintings in public and private 
spaces; sculptures in metal and felt; photographs and 
several series of  prints,” Herrera said. “I use a variety 
of  popular culture sources as well as art historical and 
personal references to explore the resonance and legibility 
of  abstract forms.”

Fast forward 25 years and Herrera is an award-
winning artist whose works have been featured in galleries 
around the world including Geneva, Switzerland; 
Ontario, Canada; Coruña, Spain; Birmingham, England; 
and Berlin, Germany. Nationally, his solo exhibits or 
collections have appeared at the Art Institute of  Chicago, 
the Metropolitan Museum of  Art in New York City, the 
Museum of  Fine Arts in Boston, the Blanton Museum 
of  Art in Austin, Philbrook Museum of  Art in Tulsa 
and many others. In 2003, he was awarded the German 
DAAD (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst) Visual 
Arts Fellowship to visit Berlin where he currently lives and 

Arturo Herrera

Felt # 10, 2008 s

Santiago (detail) s
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ANALYZING MONEY’S
   IMPACT ON HEALTH

Research is one of the most powerful tools we 

have for understanding how socioeconomic factors 

contribute to the impact cancer has on different 

populations. Reginald Tucker-Seeley (BSBA ’95), 

assistant professor of social and behavioral sciences 

at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in the Center 

for Community-Based Research, dedicates his time 

to joining that discussion. With grant funding from 

the National Institutes of Health, he leads research 

efforts to evaluate how a person’s financial well-

being impacts health outcomes across the cancer 

continuum, from prevention to end-of-life care. 
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“We don’t have good measures of  financial well-being 
right now,” Tucker-Seeley explains. “We usually measure 
socioeconomic status with questions such as income, 
education and insurance status; however, while two people 
may report the same level of  income on a survey, each 
may live that income in very different ways. Measuring 
financial well-being allows us to tap into that differential 
experience to better capture how individuals are managing 
and navigating their socioeconomic status.”  

Tucker-Seeley’s road to Harvard began with a 
seemingly unrelated career in accounting. The North 
Little Rock, Arkansas native attended TU on a scholarship 
from Phillips Petroleum and the Boys and Girls Club of  
America that required him to major in engineering, law 
or accounting. On the decision to major in accounting, he 
says, “I didn’t know anyone who was an accountant — or 
an engineer or lawyer for that matter — at the time, but 
being a first-generation college student, I was primarily 
focused on making sure I picked a major I liked and that I 
could get a job when I finished my degree.”

It was during his studies abroad at Richmond College 
in London that Tucker-Seeley began to fall in love with 
the social and behavioral sciences. He had the opportunity 
to take courses in psychology, anthropology and sociology 
and explore human behavior, and found he enjoyed the 
reading and assignments in these courses much more 
than his accounting courses. But, at the time, he had no 
idea how he could build a career in social science or what 
kind of  job he could get. Instead, he returned to TU and 
finished his accounting coursework and then worked in 
the finance department of  St. Louis-based Spectrum 
Healthcare Services for a year-and-a-half  before taking a 
position as an internal auditor at Saint Louis University 
(SLU).

Two positions into his accounting career, Tucker-
Seeley knew it wasn’t his calling. “I recalled my love of  
the social science courses I had taken in London and 
knew I wanted to do something in that area,” he says.  He 
took advantage of  the tuition benefits at SLU to explore 
how he could translate a passion for social sciences into 
a livelihood. “I started to research what people with a 

social science background do and thought that pursuing a 
doctoral program in counseling or clinical psychology was 
what I wanted to do,” he says. Tucker-Seeley enrolled in 
the M.A. in counseling and family therapy program at SLU 
and enjoyed it so much that he quit his job to attend school 
full time — only to discover during his clinical internship 
that practicing as a therapist wasn’t really a good fit for him, 
either. He explains, “I just didn’t have anything left at the 
end of  the day for anyone else. I would come home to my 
partner, Kevon, and feel completely wiped out physically 
and emotionally.”

While working on the thesis for his MA degree, Tucker-
Seeley read an article on the bio-psycho-social approach 
to health by Norman Anderson, Ph.D., a professor in the 
Health and Social Behavior Department at the Harvard 
School of  Public Health. “After reading that article, I 
realized I wanted to do the kind of  work he was doing.” 
The Health and Social Behavior department focused on 
the social determinants of  health. “With that phrase, the 
‘social determinants of  health,’ it seemed that I had finally 
found the language to describe my interests.” Tucker-Seeley 
applied and was accepted to the Harvard School of  Public 
Health where he completed master and doctoral degrees and 
a postdoctoral fellowship in cancer prevention and control.

Tucker-Seeley explains that his research focus has 
evolved from his varied collective experiences. “Given 
what I work on now, it may look like I planned a career 
path that included both accounting and mental health, 
but my current research on financial well-being is really a 
matter of  combining my past experiences and an interest in 
ensuring that we address the differential health outcomes of  
vulnerable individuals.” 

When describing the long-term impact his research will 
have on our understanding of  population health, Tucker-
Seeley notes that cancer is one of  the most expensive 
diseases to manage, and the costs continue to rise. “If  we 
can figure out at what point families experience financial 
hardship and the factors that impact their financial 
well-being as they navigate care, we can develop better 
interventions for those families so that cancer doesn’t cause 
financial ruin for the household.”   n

ANALYZING MONEY’S
   IMPACT ON HEALTH

Having a good background and 
understanding of  how social factors shape 

health is critically important.
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Ronda Kasl (BA ’78) was the first one — and she may be 
one of  the lucky ones.

When the 1978 University of  Tulsa graduate was working 
toward her bachelor’s degree, the “wonderful professors and 
mentors” she had in the School of  Art helped her see her 
true calling. Although majoring in studio art, she petitioned 
the university to become its first art history major, designing 
her own curriculum, which eventually led 
to becoming curator of  Colonial Latin 
American Art for the Metropolitan Museum 
of  Art in New York City.  

That is the lucky part. 
“I’m one of  those people who’s been 

fortunate enough to have a career in the 
humanities and in the field that I studied,” 
she says. Her curatorial appointment is 
significant, not only for her, but for the 
museum, which is in the process of  building 
this portion of  its collection.

Kasl, who has calls herself  a “Hispanist” 
has “always had a broad interest in Spanish 
language and culture, both Iberian Spain and 
colonial Spanish America.” 

Before she arrived at The Met, she was 
senior curator of  paintings and sculpture before 1800 at 
the Indianapolis Museum of  Art, where she had worked in 
assistant and associate posts beginning in 1992.   

It isn’t her first time at the Metropolitan. After graduating 
from TU, she attended New York University to obtain her 
master’s and doctoral degrees. As part of  those programs she 
had the opportunity to earn graduate fellowships at both the 
Metropolitan and the National Gallery of  Art in Washington, 
D.C., and spent nearly three years in Spain conducting 
research for her dissertation. She spent another year at 
the National Gallery as a fellow before taking on her first 
curatorial job in Indianapolis. 

Her present job requires what seems like almost constant 
travel. When interviewed in January, she was preparing to go 
to Mexico, Spain and Chicago. “The primary responsibilities 
of  a curator are to care for and build and interpret 
collections,” she says, including how to present them in the 
museum by developing exhibitions and content to share with 
the public.

“A lot of  my time is spent doing research, developing 
content and acquiring things for the Metropolitan’s very new 
collection of  colonial Latin American art,” she says, which 
focuses on art generally created “from the time of  first contact 
with Europeans, when colonies were established up through 

early 19th century independence movements.”
 While this might bring to mind indigenous South 

American art works, it is just the opposite. “The vast majority 
of  art was created to serve the church and is therefore 
mainly religious in nature,” she says.  Some of  the museum’s 
acquisitions since she has arrived include small devotional 
paintings created for private use, ceramics, textiles, and 

embroideries. “It’s a wide range of  things 
we’re pursuing for the collection, and not 
just paintings.” 

She notes, “The Met is certainly 
different from any place I’ve worked before. 
There is a very deep commitment to sharing 
and creation of  knowledge; and in that way, 
it is no different from academic culture.

“The curators at the Met are museum 
scholars, and it’s part of  my job as curator to 
really subject the cultural values of  the past 
and the present to scrutiny and criticism. 
A museum’s collections and exhibitions 
are selected to convey historically and 
aesthetically important insights and 
accomplishments and developments. I 
happen to think that it is just as important 

to challenge assumptions and dismantle misconceptions. The 
kinds of  choices that are made are informed by aesthetic 
judgment on the one hand and cultural argumentation on 
the other.”

Has she made any discoveries? Maybe not Indiana 
Jones-style — yet.  Nevertheless, she notes: “Every day is 
a discovery. Any opportunity you have to study a work of  
art up close is a discovery, even if  it is something you have 
looked at a hundred times before.” 

Kasl’s passion became her lifework in part because 
she says she was exposed to all kinds of  amazing things 
at TU and inspired by TU professors such as Tom 
Manhart, Cheryl Palmer, Jane Friedman and Judy 
Cunningham, who helped her find her niche to 
make the most of  her affinity for art, history and 
languages. 

Today, she says, “I’m very committed 
to what I do. I believe the study of  the 
humanities is a vital pursuit and that its 
value is embedded in its capacity to deepen 
and reshape our understanding of  what‘s 
meaningful in human experience. It’s how 
we know the world and how we come to 
understand our place in it.”   n

A TU ORIGINAL AT THE MET

Ronda Kasl
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s Montgomery named head coach
“Get ready for some fun, fast and physical football,” said Philip 

Montgomery who became TU’s 29th head football coach on December 
15, 2014. Montgomery comes to TU after seven years at Baylor 
University, where he most recently served as the offensive coordinator. 
A Texas native, Montgomery has coached alongside Art Briles, Baylor’s 
head coach, for 16 seasons. 

Asked if  he’d be calling the offensive plays, Montgomery smiled 
and said, “I’ll call the plays. Obviously that’s why you hired me.” In 
Montgomery’s time leading the Baylor offense, the Bears posted ten or 
more wins in three of  the last four years, including 11 victories in the 
2013 and 2014 seasons. Baylor produced an 11-1 regular season record 
in 2014 and No. 4 ranking in the Associated Press poll heading into the 
postseason.

Montgomery has tutored several award-winning quarterbacks, 
including Big 12 Player of  the Year Bryce Petty, Heisman Trophy winner 
Robert Griffin III, Baylor All-American Nick Florence, Conference USA 
MVP Kevin Kolb and Houston standout Case Keenum.

The new football coaching staff  includes offensive coaches Sterling 
Gilbert, Co-Offensive Coordinator, QB, Receivers; Matt Mattox, Co-
Offensive Coordinator and Offensive Line; Justin Hill, Running Backs; 
and Calvin Lowry, Receivers. On the defensive side are Bill Young, 
Co-Defensive Coordinator and Defensive Line; Brian Norwood, Co-
Defensive Coordinator and Safeties; Jermial Ashley, Defensive Line; 
Joseph Gillespie, Linebackers; and Aaron Fletcher, Cornerbacks.

Tulsa claims first 
three American titles 
of  2014-15

After winning 56 conference titles in nine 
years as a member of  Conference USA, Tulsa 
teams opened a new era of  competition in the 
American Athletic Conference in TU fashion 
— by winning championships.

Men’s and women’s cross-country 
captured the first league titles in the 
American during the fall season at Tulsa’s 
Mohawk Sports Complex. The men’s team 
placed the top three runners, securing its fifth 
consecutive conference championship, while 
the women’s team won its second straight 
league crown. All seven Golden Hurricane 
men’s runners finished in the top-16 of  the 
8K race, while all seven women’s runners 
placed among the top-14 in the 6K run.

The men’s soccer team secured an 
American Athletic Conference championship 
when Tulsa advanced to the championship 
match after a 1-0 win over Cincinnati and 
a 2-0 victory over SMU. The championship 
match, featuring Tulsa and USF, ended in a 
0-0 tie after two overtime periods. However, 
Tulsa captured the American Championship 
winning on penalty kicks by a 6-5 margin.

Academic 
All-Americans

Men’s soccer player Quinn Starker and 
volleyball athlete Valerie El Houssine were 
named Capital One Academic All-Americans 
as announced by the College Sports 
Information Directors of  America.

Starker was a second-team selection and 
is the ninth men’s soccer player in TU history 
to earn Academic All-America accolades. A 
senior defender from Tulsa, Starker maintains 
a 4.0 grade point average in mechanical 
engineering. 

El Houssine was named to the academic 
third team and is just the second player in 
program history to earn Academic All-
America honors. She earned the award after 
maintaining a 4.0 GPA while pursuing her 
bachelor’s degree in management.

American All-Conference honors
Tulsa basketball junior guards James Woodard and Shaquille Harrison 

earned All-American Athletic Conference awards, as Woodard was named 
to the first team, and Harrison was selected to the second team in a vote by 
the conference head coaches. Woodard and Harrison are the top two leading 
scorers for the Golden Hurricane, which finished second in The American 
Conference with a 14-4 record, and a 21-9 overall mark. 

Woodard, a native of  Arcadia, Okla., averaged 14.9 points and 4.6 
rebounds per game, while making 2.7 3-pointers per contest. Harrison, who 
hails from Kansas City, Mo., averaged 13.3 points, 4.9 rebounds, 3.7 assists and 
1.9 steals per game. 
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2015 HOME OPPONENTS

Florida Atlantic 
September 5

Houston* 
October 3

Louisiana-Monroe 
October 10

Memphis* 
October 23

UCF* 
November 7

Navy* 
November 21

Season tickets start as low as $78  
Family Fun Zone $195 (2 adult tickets, 2 youth tickets)

— PHILIP MONTGOMERY 
HEAD COACH

20 15  FOOTBALL
“GET READY FOR SOME FUN, FAST

AND PHYSICAL FOOTBALL”

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T U L S A  G O L D E N  H U R R I C A N E

To purchase your season tickets today, contact the Golden Hurricane Ticket Office at 918.631.GoTU

Call 918-631-2342 n ghc@utulsa.edu    
Join at www.GoldenHurricaneClub.com

@utulsaGHC @utulsaGHC#Elevatefacebook.com/GoldenHurricaneClub

AWAY GAMES
September
12 @ New Mexico
19 @ Oklahoma
October
17 @ East Carolina*
31 @ SMU*
November
14 @ Cincinnati*
28 @ Tulane
*Conference
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Alumni Association grows to 34 chapters and clubs 

TU Uncorked 2015 comes home to campus 
The Tulsa Chapter of  the TU 

Alumni Association invites alumni 
and friends to the 11th Annual TU 
Uncorked wine festival, Friday, June 
5, 2015 at the Donald W. Reynolds 
Center on campus. 

The TU family will gather to 
join the Tulsa Chapter of  The 

University of  Tulsa Alumni Association to raise scholarship funds 
for TU students. Since its inception, the event has raised more 
than $650,000 in scholarship funding for need-based students in 
the Tulsa area. Join us in uncorking another memorable event for 
TU alumni. 

To register and for more information, please visit TUAlumni.
com/uncorked. 

For sponsorship and volunteer opportunities, contact Amy 
Freiberger at amy-freiberger@utulsa.edu, or at 918-631-3727. 

Honorary chairs are Bob (BSBA ’80) and Cathy (BSBA ’80) Laird. 
Event chair is Maria Gaw (BA ’07) and event cochairs are Hillary 
(BSN ’12) and Matthew (BMG ’10) Hauth.

The Alumni Association Board 
of  Directors approved Midland, 
Tex., as an official Alumni 
Association club, becoming the 22nd 
club added to 12 chapters in the 

alumni network. The club will be led 
by Michael DeShazer (BCE ’07). 

In January, alumni gathered at a 
reception hosted by Marilee and Ed 
(BS ’55, MS ’57) Runyan featuring 

special guest James Sorem, Jr., dean 
of  the College of  Engineering and 
Natural Sciences. To find a chapter 
or club near you, visit TUAlumni.
com.  
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n April 18 – TU Day 

n April 22 – College of  Law Alumni Association 
Reception in Denver

n April 24 – College of  Law Faculty and Alumni 
Showcase Series featuring Kristin White (JD ’01)

n April 26 – Oklahoma City Chapter OKC 
Memorial Marathon Relay

n May 6 – Career Services Webinar: 5 Steps to 
Building a Powerful & Profitable Network

n May 8 – Final Bell Party celebrating the Class 
of  2015

n May 9 – Spring Commencement 

n May 15-16 – College of  Law Reunion Weekend 

n June 1 – College of  Law Alumni Association 
Reception in New York City

n June 3 – Career Services Webinar: What You 
Don’t Say In An Interview Could Hold You 
Back

n June 5 – 11th Annual TU Uncorked

n June 25th – TU Night at the Tulsa Roughnecks

For more information, visit TUAlumni.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
TM

TU Day celebrates 
university spirit and 
alumni service in the 
community

The Alumni Association invites you to 
participate with a chapter or club near you on 
Saturday, April 18 for TU Day when TU alumni 
and friends will partner with a philanthropic 
organization in their community for a day of  
service. In 2014, more than 10 Alumni Association 
chapters and clubs across the U.S. participated in 
the inaugural TU Day. Visit TUAlumni.com for 
more information. 

Nationwide basketball watch party
Fourteen Alumni Association chapters and clubs across the U.S. 

participated in a nationwide watch party to cheer TU Men’s basketball 
versus University of  South Florida on January 31. 

Visit Facebook.com/utulsa.alumni to view event photos.

Oklahoma City Chapter

Washington, D.C. Chapter

Oklahoma City Chapter
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1950s
The Tulsa law firm 
GableGotwals proudly 
announced that five of  their 
attorneys were named 2015 
Best Lawyers in America’s “Lawyer 
of  the Year.” Those attorneys 
include Paul H. Johnson (JD 
’57), Drew Edmondson (JD 
’79), Sidney K. Swinson (JD 
’80), Scott R. Rowland (JD 
’85) and Timothy A. Carney 
(JD ’86). 

Don Myers (BS ’57) was 
selected as moderator of  
the Presbytery of  Mackinac, 
covering all Presbyterian 
churches in the top third of  
Michigan and all churches in 
the Upper Peninsula. 

1960s
Michael E. Bleier (BA ’62) 
has received the American Bar 
Association’s Frank Simpson III 
Award. The award recognizes 
his outstanding service to the 
ABA’s Banking Law Committee. 
Michael is a partner at Reed 
Smith LLP in Pittsburgh. 

1970s
John L. Herndon (BS ’71) 
retired as president and chief  
executive officer of  the First 
National Bank & Trust Co. 
of  Broken Arrow, Okla. on 
December 29, 2014. 

Robert Hogue (MS ’71) and 
his wife, Catherine, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
in June 2014. Robert retired in 
2000 as a civil engineer.

Layn Phillips (BS ’74, JD 
’77) started his own company, 
Phillips ADR Enterprises, 
P.C. The company will 
focus on all forms of  ADR 
matters including mediation, 
arbitration, early neutral 
evaluation, mock arbitration, 
mock appellate matters, 
settlement counsel consultation, 
jury research and court-
appointed master and referee 
service. 

James T. Stuart (JD ’78) 
has completed his term on the 
Board of  Governors of  the 
Oklahoma Bar Association. 
Jim served as 2013 OBA 

president and 2013 president 
of  the Southern Conference of  
Bar Presidents comprised of  
17 states and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. He is a partner in 
the Shawnee and Edmond 
law firm of  Stuart & Clover, 
PLLC. Jim is married to Kathy 
McLaughlin Stuart (BS ’79), 
an early childhood teacher and 
parent educator for 23 years 
through Oklahoma Parents as 
Teachers. 

1980s
Janine Pride (BED ’81) 
accepted the Congressional 
Non-Profit in the Spotlight 
Award from Oklahoma 
Congressman Jim Bridenstine 
for Happy Hands Education 
Center in December 2014. 
Happy Hands provides one-
of-a-kind educational services 
for children who are deaf, with 
hearing loss, or communication 
disorders. It is the only full-
timer provider of  services to 
children from age 0-6 in the 
state of  Oklahoma and beyond. 
Janine is executive director for 
Happy Hands. 

Nancy Hermann (BA ’84) 
received the Oklahoma Arts 
Council’s Media in the Arts 
Award presented by Governor 
Mary Fallin during a special 
ceremony at the Oklahoma 
State Capitol on December 
4, 2014. Nancy is the Tulsa 
Performing Arts Center’s 
director of  marketing. She 

served on the board of  the 
Mental Health Association at 
Tulsa for six years, is currently 
a board member for the Tulsa 
Foundation of  Architecture, is 
a proud public servant with the 
City of  Tulsa and is a graduate 
of  Leadership Tulsa.

Bryan Pautsch (JD ’85) was 
named the partner-in-charge 
of  not-for-profit tax services for 
Sikich LLP.

Kelly Cavanaugh Vincent 
(BSN ’86) received the 2014 
Justice Award from Saint 
Francis Health System in 
Tulsa. Kelly is a clinical nurse 
supervisor with Saint Francis 
Inpatient Rehabilitation. 

Tim Schnacke (JD ’86) was 
given the Pioneer Award by the 
National Association of  Pretrial 
Services Agencies for his work 
in bail reform, and was named 
cochair of  the American Bar 
Association’s Pretrial Justice 
Committee for 2014-15. Tim, 
who is executive director of  a 
nonprofit corporation dedicated 
to American pretrial justice, 
lives in Golden, Colo.

Richard B. Webber II (JD 
’86) was a featured speaker 
on the topic of  “Auto Injury 
Litigation From Start to Finish” 
for the National Business 
Institute. His talk centered on 
ethics in auto injury litigation. 
Richard is a shareholder with 
the law firm of  Zimmerman 
Kiser Sutcliffe, P.A. in Orlando, 
Fla. 

How to submit Class Notes
Please share your news with the Alumni Association! 

To submit your Class Notes and view other Class Notes 
that have been submitted online, visit TUAlumni.com/
class-notes. You may also send an e-mail to tualumni@
utulsa.edu. Submitted Class Notes may be edited for 
length, style or content before publication in the TU 
Alumni Magazine. 

Stephanie Lewis Ruiz (BA ’90) wed Christopher Richter on 
August 1, 2014 on Roosevelt Island in the Potomac. 
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Gaurav G. Gupta (BPE ’11) married Pooja Motiwalla on November 28, 2014 in Mumbai, India. Gaurav is currently the vice president 
of  operations at AMBE Oilfield Services Pvt. Ltd., a major drilling fluids manufacturer in Mumbai. Alumni in attendance were Sami Sidhik 
(BCE ’09), Jeffrey Metcalf (BA ’11) and Steve Metcalf (JD ’91).

Jordan Peters (BSN ’13) and Skeet Peters (BS ’11) welcomed their first child, 
Hudson, on August 21, 2014.

Marguerite Spahr (BSBA ’12) and Caden Fredrickson were married in Tin Cup, 
Colo. on September 20, 2014. Attendants included Maggie’s brother, Ryder and sister 
Suzanne (BIL ’09, MEB ’14), Chad Fredrickson and Jordan Walker. A reception 
honoring the couple will be held in the summer of  2015.
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Becca Wilson (BSBA ’87, BA 
’87) received the 2014 Woman 
of  the Year Stevie Award for 
Technology – Business Services 
and Financial Services. There 
were 1,200 nominations across 
22 nations. Becca established 
Spherexx.com in 2000, which 
provides cloud-based services to 
meet the demand for integrity, 
imagination, innovation, and 
results-driven web development, 
marketing and management 
solutions. 

John Chowdhury (BSBA 
’88) has been selected as a top 
energy expert by the Dallas 
Business Journal for the second 
year in a row. 

Melissa McNamara 
Luellen (BS ’88) was inducted 
into the Women’s Golf  Coaches 

Jennifer Wynn (BA ’04, MA ’06) married Ashkan Samadzadeh on September 28, 2014, in 
Westbrook, Conn. The couple, who honeymooned in Bali, resides in West Hartford, Conn., where 
Jennifer is a director in human resources for a healthcare organization, and Ashkan is a practicing 
endodontist. 

Kerri King Yates (BSN ’04) and 
Kreston Yates (BSBA ’04) welcomed 
a daughter, Marilyn Claire, on October 21, 
2014. 

Jessica Waesch (BSBA ’05) and Travis Davis were married on 
May 3, 2014 at Harwelden Mansion in Tulsa. Pictured with the bride 
and groom are Terry Davis and Julie Adams (BSBA ’03). Travis 
is a principal engineer at FlightSafety, and Jessica is a human resources 
business partner at Montereau. They reside in Tulsa.

Association Hall of  Fame. 
Melissa is the head coach of  the 
women’s golf  team at Arizona 
State University. 

Ken Busby (BA ’89) received 
the Distinguished Graduate 
Award from Leadership 
Oklahoma at its annual 
Excellence in Leadership Gala. 

1990s
Amy Bradley-Waters (BA 
’91, JD ’94) has been named 
a partner at Pierce Couch 
Hendrickson Baysinger & 
Green, L.L.P. She practices 
insurance defense and coverage 
litigation in the firm’s Tulsa 
office. Amy and her husband, 
Carey, reside in Tulsa with 
their two daughters, Paige and 
Emma.
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A passion for people
Juliana Palacios’ (BA ’09) journey from her home in 

Barranquilla, Colombia, to New York City was determined 
by a four-year stop at The University of  Tulsa. 

A full-tuition scholarship provided Palacios with the 
chance to study in the United States; but, she admits, she 
had no idea what to study until she took an anthropology 
class and “loved learning about people and culture.” 

Even so, she still had no clue as to what she would do 
with a degree in anthropology. Then her adviser, Lamont 
Lindstrom (the Kendall Professor of  Anthropology), 
suggested she think about social work at Tulsa’s 
Community Action Project. (The CAP program helps 
families with young children break the cycle of  poverty.) 

“I got a job working with families to help them get 
services, and I really liked it. The work made me start 
thinking about what I wanted to do,” she says. “I really 
felt strongly and passionately about issues like social 
justice and equality and working with people who were 
disadvantaged.”  

After graduating from TU, she attended New York 
University, receiving her master’s degree in social work 

in 2012. During that time, she began working as part of  
Mount Sinai Hospital’s Prevention Admissions Care Team 
that helps high-risk Medicare patients avoid preventable 
hospital admissions. She spent Saturdays at the East Harlem 
Health Outreach Partnership, which assists the uninsured. 

In January 2014, Palacios began her job at Mount 
Sinai’s Women’s and Children’s Services “working for good 
outcomes for mom and baby,” she says. “It is an area with 
a lot of  social issues, a lot of  poverty, not a lot of  family 
support. We work to make sure they can take their baby 
home safely.”  

Additionally, Palacios runs a Spanish-language group 
for women who have miscarried. Although the hospital has 
translators, the bond of  their common language makes it 
easier for the women to open up, she explains.

How have the humanities shaped her life view? “The 
humanities made me a really good critical thinker and 
writer, a valuable skill that is not necessarily emphasized,” 
she says. “Also, I am better able to understand where people 
are coming from, why they act the way they do, and how 
society as a whole affects an individual.”  n
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Frank Mulhern (BA ’96) 
was accepted into the Tulsa 
Area United Way’s second 
nexTulsa class. The program is 
designed to address the needs 
of  nonprofits and prepare 
participants, through training 
and mentorship, for future 
service as executive directors in 
the nonprofit sector. Frank also 
became the president of  Fab 
Lab Tulsa, an MIT-affiliated 
nonprofit organization, which 
provides tools and resources for 
personal design and fabrication 
projects, and delivers STEM 
curriculum to students in the 
Tulsa area. 

Tasting Experience that took 
place November 1, 2014. The 
event raised more than 255,000 
meals for the Community Food 
Bank of  Eastern Oklahoma. 

Jeffrey A. Cohen (JD ’95) 
has been named managing 
shareholder of  law firm 
Capes, Sokol, Goodman and 
Sarachan, P.C. in St. Louis. 

Samantha Weyrauch Davis 
(BS ’96, MBA ’98, JMB ’00) has 
been elected a shareholder of  
Hall Estill in Tulsa. She joined 
Hall Estill in 2012 and has been 
practicing law for more than a 
decade focused on the areas of  
estate planning, taxation and 
business organization.

Julie Saeger Nierenberg 
(MA ’94) self-published Daddy, 
this is it. Being with My Dying Dad 
in 2013. Since then, the book 
has connected her to hospice 
and palliative care centers and 
grief  and bereavement support 
workers around the world. 
Julie continues her outreach to 
further the conversation and 
improve the experience of  the 
end of  life for the dying and 
for those supporting their loved 
ones. 

Megan King Zetik (BDE ’94) 
and Don Zetik (BS ’92) were 
named honorary ambassadors 
for Giving Spirits: A Whiskey 

E. Carey Waters (BS 
’92) is Community Care of  
Oklahoma’s new medical 
director. He will work with 
other medical staff  within the 
company and the community to 
improve healthcare of  patients 
covered by Community Care 
Insurance. Prior to joining 
Community Care, Carey 
practiced family medicine for 
several years with St. John 
Clinic in Owasso, Okla.

Stacy Shufflebarger 
Townsley (BA ’93) 
completed her Ph.D. degree 
in organizational systems from 
Saybrook University in 2014.

Holly Elizabeth Drewry (BSBA ’03) and Chase Martin Turner (BS ’05) were married on September 13, 2014 at Sharp Chapel. 
TU alumni in the wedding party were Brittani Redding (BIL ’04, MBA ’05), Nick Cooper (BSBA ’04, MBA ’05), Christopher 
Ellison (BSBA ’05), Derek Smith (BPE ’05), Adam Meeks (BPE ’10), Jonathan Wells (BA ’05, MA ’07) and Lesli Lewis 
Dinsmore (BA ’06, BSBA ’06). The newlyweds reside in Tulsa.
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Alumnus wins big in 
Jeopardy! – and life

Joshua Brakhage (BA ’04) 
is a lover of  humanities. He’s 
fascinated with languages, 
religion, music, his TV news 
job and last but certainly 
not least his fiancée, Suzy. 
(They met at an art museum.) 
Brakhage aspires to better 
understand the world around 
him and practice lifelong 
learning — a challenge he 
readily accepted at TU. 
Originally from South 
Coffeyville, Okla., Brakhage 
tailored his communication 
major for a future in 
broadcasting.

“I was fascinated by 
television and radio from an early age,” he said. “My sister 
and I recorded an imaginary radio show, a superhero/
crime mystery series. I’m not sure if  any of  those tapes still 
exist, and that may be for the best.”

TU provided the avenue for Brakhage to pursue 
his budding broadcast career along with many other 
disciplines. He took music theory courses while exploring 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam; visited exhibits in the 
Alexandre Hogue Gallery; and watched plays in Kendall 
Hall. In addition to four years at TUTV, he also interned 
and worked as a freelancer for Tulsa’s CBS affiliate, 
KOTV.

“My experience in the newsroom informed my lessons 
in the classroom,” he said. “One of  the highlights was 
my senior project — a documentary on the ‘death’ of  the 
original Captain Cane.”

Those investigative reporting skills led to a full-time 
job at KOTV; and 12 years later, Brakhage is executive 
producer of  evening newscasts.

“We harness the power of  language in an effort to 
tell powerful, compelling stories within the confines of  
journalism,” he said.

In 2012, Brakhage tested his trivia skills on the game 
show, Jeopardy! After five impressive wins, he was invited to 
the 2014 Tournament of  Champions and finished in the 
semi-finals.

“Jeopardy! requires a broad knowledge of  the 

humanities,” he said. “Just to survive my first game, I had 
to answer questions about 15th century history, English 
grammar, Cary Grant movies and Jane Austen novels.”

Later this year, Brakhage will marry a fellow language 
and communication expert who shares his interests in 
religion and thought-provoking conversations.

“The humanities play a pivotal role in shaping the 
way we think about identity, ethics and memory,” he said. 
“Language, spoken and otherwise, is a forest I explore with 
enthusiasm.”  n

Farjadian on Jeopardy!
Political science and Spanish senior Forrest 

Farjadian competed in Jeopardy!’s College 
Championship in May 2013. An Oklahoma 
Policy Institute intern who has studied abroad in 
Havana, Cuba, Farjadian combines international 
relations with literature.

“In my political science classes, I write about 
the importance of  Latino voters and Spanish-
language media in U.S. elections,” he said.

After graduating this spring, he plans either 
to do Latin American and Caribbean graduate 
studies or join the Peace Corps. 
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Doug Wedge (BA ’96) cowrote 
a book with former Major 
League Baseball player Charlie 
O’Brien titled The Cy Young 
Catcher. The book features 
Charlie O’Brien’s experiences 
catching 13 pitchers who won 
the Cy Young Award, which 
is given annually to the best 
pitcher in the American and 
National Leagues respectively. 
The book is scheduled for 
release in April 2015. 

Mike Fritts (BSBA ’97, MBA 
’01) was promoted to chief  
financial officer of  Paragon 
Films in Broken Arrow, Okla.

Michelle Sorochty Shanks 
(BA ’97) is celebrating her fifth 
season with the Oklahoma 
City Thunder as the duet 
operator creating graphics and 
generating stats for the Fox 
Sports Oklahoma broadcasts. 

Jill Brochu Lagace (JD ’98) 
opened her own law practice 
in East Taunton, Mass. 
specializing in estate law. She 
travels all over Massachusetts to 
visit clients in their homes. 

Amanda Assalone Hamm 
(BA ’99, MA ’04) successfully 
defended her dissertation on 
December 9, 2014 and earned 

a Ph.D. degree in Higher 
Education at the University of  
North Texas. Her dissertation 
research investigated the college 
pathways of  Asian American 
community college students 
and explored how family, 
culture, and model minority 
stereotypes influenced their 
college aspirations, perceptions, 
and experiences. Her research 
interests focus on improving 

post-secondary access and 
outreach for underrepresented 
students.

Lisa Gold Madden 
(JD ’99) has been serving as 
general counsel for Bedrock 
Manufacturing in Seattle, 
Wash. Bedrock is an American 
manufacturing company that 
owns retail brands Filson and 
Shinola.

2000s
Anthony Botticella (JD ’00) 
accepted a position as executive 
vice president and managing 
director of  trust for Cornerstone 
Private Asset Trust Company in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Sarah Durham Coffin 
(BSBA ’00) opened Tulsa 
Family Doulas, a full-service 
doula agency in Tulsa offering 

Julie O’Rourke Kaul (BSBA ’98) and her husband, Danny, 
welcomed identical twin girls, Alexandra Mae and Megan Delaney, on 
March 13, 2014. The Kaul family resides in Olathe, Kan.

Amy Wilson Dorsey (BSP ’03) and Kip Dorsey (BS ’03) 
welcomed a daughter, Evelyn Jane, on April 3, 2014. Evelyn joins big 
brother Jack. The Dorseys live in Warrenton, Va. 

Rachel McCarthy (BM, BA ’03) married Adam Vincent Clay on September 27, 2014 at Christ 
the Redeemer Catholic Church in Houston. TU alumni in the wedding included Jennifer Ashbaugh 
(BA ’04), Kristen Taylor Schooley (BSBA ’04) and Tim Swearingen (BS ’02). Music 
was provided by Jaime Carini (BM ’04) and Meray Boustani (BM ’06). Rachel works at Rice 
University, and Adam is the founder and director of  the Houston New Arts Movement. The couple resides in 
Houston.
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Leadership’s Foundation: 
Understanding People
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When Sid Chapon (BA ’92) arrived at The University 
of  Tulsa, he thought he might major in musical theatre 
or psychology. But it wasn’t until he took a course called 
cross-cultural communication taught by an energetic 
young faculty member named Roger Cude that he realized 
he had found his calling.

“The class described how human behavior plays a 
role in people’s professional lives,” Chapon said. “What 
appealed to me was examining how people in business 
organizations behaved.” So he declared organizational 
communication as a major and began putting together the 
pieces necessary for a successful career.

Chapon, now an executive vice president for Leo 
Burnett global advertising agency, is responsible for 
leadership and organizational development. And 
Cude is now vice president for talent and organization 
development at Humana, Inc.

“He saw greater things for me than I saw for myself,” 
Chapon said. “At TU, the faculty and staff  were my 
champions. They recognized there was potential in me, 
and they provided an incredible level of  personal care to 
help me complete my education and launch an exciting 
career.”

He also appreciates the myriad experiences he had at 
TU.

“The university did a phenomenal job of  providing me 
with a well-rounded education,” he said. “I was exposed 
to art and religion and psychology … The humanities 
opened my eyes to a variety of  perspectives. They taught 
me to appreciate the differences in people and to not be 
judgmental.”

Chapon is quick to point out that not all of  his 
learning took place in the classroom. At TU, he was 
involved with various groups across campus, including the 
Student Association, where he was in charge of  leadership 
development. That laid the foundation for his role at Leo 
Burnett, where he has created programs that teach others 
human resource management and senior leadership skills.

He encourages employees and students looking for 
work to be genuine and look for opportunities to build 
something new. TU is a tight-knit family and can provide 
exceptional networking possibilities, said Chapon, whose 
wife, Lisa (Reinecke, MS ’98) is also a TU graduate.

Being creative, asking questions and treating people 
with dignity and kindness were all parts of  the TU 
experience for Chapon, as was his liberal arts education. 
And those lessons led to the success that Chapon enjoys 
today. “If  the humanities can help make someone a better 
person, then everything else will follow suit,” he said.
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childbirth education, birth and 
postpartum doula support, 
placenta encapsulation and 
infant soothing classes. She was 
an independent practice doula 
for five years before opening her 
agency. Tulsa Family Doulas 
serves the Tulsa area and 
northeast Oklahoma. 

Amanda Beebe 
Konersmann (BSBA ’00) 
was appointed to the board of  
directors for the Junior League 
of  Collin County, located in 
Texas. 

Daniel H. Wilson (BCS ’00) 
is teaming up with Lionsgate, 
Brad Pitt and his Plan B 
production company for his sci-
fi survivalist thriller novel Alpha. 

Chris Boone (BSBA ’02) has 
accepted a position as executive 
director of  the Health Data 
Consortium in Washington, 
D.C. Chris is a recognized 
expert in health systems 
design, health informatics, 
health IT policy and the use of  
health data to improve health 
outcomes. 

Morgan Honea (BSBA ’03) 
was selected executive 
director of  the Colorado 
Regional Health Information 
Organization by its board of  
directors. 

Joe Hough (BEX ’03, BPE ’10) 
and his wife, Katy, welcomed 
a son, Jonah Joseph, on May 
29, 2014. Jonah joins big sister 

Reagan. The Houghs reside in 
Tulsa. 

Serena Wilson-Griffin 
(BA ’03, JD ’06) became SSM 
Health Care Corporation’s sole 
employment attorney with the 
title assistant general counsel of  
labor and employment. SSM 
Health Care Corporation is a 
healthcare organization with 
operations in Missouri, Illinois, 
Oklahoma and Wisconsin and 
has over 30,000 employees.

Kristen Taylor Schooley 
(BSBA ’04) became the director 
of  wellness at Montereau, a 
retirement community in Tulsa. 

Mike Cawiezell (BA ’06) 
graduated from the Tulsa Police 
Academy on October 31, 2014. 

Calvin Michael Moniz 
(BSBA ’06, MBA ’08) was 
appointed alumnus adviser for 
Mu Chapter of  Kappa Alpha 
Order at The University of  
Tulsa by the Order’s national 
office.

Ken Ferrell (BSBA, BA ’08) 
became a consular adjudicator 
in the Foreign Service at the 
U. S. Consulate in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, in February 2015.

Christopher P. Hamm 
(JD ’07) began working as an 
associate attorney at Saraiya 
PLLC, located in Plano, Tex., 
on November 1, 2014. He 
practices in the areas of  family 
law, probate, business law and 
commercial law. Christopher 

Sarah Hummel (BA ’07, JD ’10) and Kyle Brown (BPE ’11) married October 11, 2014 in Tulsa. TU alumni in the wedding party 
included Megan Hoffman (BA ’06, MA ’08), Erin Matson (BFA ’08), Lauren Yancey Draper (BS ’07), John Gray 
(BSBA ’10), Megan Meussner (BSBA ’05), Laura Beth Bevill (BA ’09), Holly Yocum Abbott (BS ’07), Kris Karnes 
(BSBA ’10, MEB ’14) and Calvin Michael Moniz (BSBA ’06, MBA ’08). The couple resides in Tulsa, where Sarah is an attorney in 
private practice and a municipal court judge for the town of  Depew, Okla., and Kyle is a petroleum engineer for Cudd Energy Services. 



On December 10, 2014, the Dallas Chapter held its annual holiday party and 
collected items for the homeless and at-risk individuals of  the Dallas metro area. 
Pictured are Sally Hubbert (BA ’09), Cassie Hubbert (BA ’09), 
Jeff  McCord (BSBA ’99), Katy Young (BSBA ’04), Casey Tripp 
(BSBA ’04) and Ann Heidger (BA ’99).

Jennifer Song Frescott (BSBA ’07) and husband, Nick, 
welcomed a daughter, Annabelle, on October 2, 2014. She joins big 
sister Sophia. Jennifer and Nick will celebrate six years of  marriage 
in April 2015. 

Ryan Allen (BA ’08), Joel Wood, Andy King, Jake Dodson (BSBA 
’14) and Jon Martell (BEE ’14) make up the band Bandelier. Formed in 
the summer of  2010 in Tulsa, Bandelier can be described as Midwestern with 
influences from Woody Guthrie. After four years, Bandelier independently released 
their debut record titled “Landlines” in the fall of  2014. The album also 
features Eric Noble (BME ’11) on trumpet. Be sure to listen closely, catch 
the band live, and follow their trail at bandeliermusic.com

Taylor Guthrie Jones (BSBA ’10) and her husband, Nick, welcomed a 
son, Graham Adler, to their family on June 1, 2014. Graham joins big brother 
Carter. 

The Houston Chapter of  the Alumni Association, along with the 
Golden Hurricane Club, hosted alumni and friends at a pregame 
brunch on November 22, 2014 on the University of  Houston campus. 

The Austin Club held a football watch party on September 6, 2014 
for the TU vs. OU game. The Austin Club is led by Victoria 
Pearson (BA ’95).
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marketing and communications 
manager at The Cable Center 
in Denver, Colo., where she 
also serves as the president of  
the Denver Chapter of  the TU 
Alumni Association.

2010s
Meghan Neels (BSBA ’11) 
was elected treasurer of  the 
Great Plains Association for 
College Admission Counselors. 
She is a senior admission 
counselor at TU. 

Vince Bruner (JD ’13) 
launched Sheepshead, a hat 
and apparel company based in 
Destin, Fla. He also works as 
an associate attorney at The 
Bruner Law Firm located in 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 

Kayla Koch (BA ’13) has 
returned to The University of  
Tulsa to work as a TU athletic 
communications assistant. She 
recently completed her master’s 
degree in Intercollegiate 
Athletics Leadership at the 
University of  Washington 

practices primarily in Collin, 
Denton and Dallas County, 
Tex., but is also licensed in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
In addition, Saraiya PLLC 
serves clients in California and 
Colorado.

Curtis Brown (JD ’08) was 
named partner at the law 
firm Glassman Bird Brown 
& Powell, LLP in Hays, Kan. 
His areas of  practice include 
criminal defense, divorce, child 
custody, person injury and civil 
litigation. 

Carol Thompson (JD ’08) 
joined the Federal Practice 
Group, Worldwide Service 
as an associate. She practices 
military criminal and appellate 
law, federal criminal law and 
federal claims. 

Emily Gibson (BA ’09) was 
appointed to the National Cable 
Television Association’s Public 
Affairs Committee in October 
2014. NCTA is the principal 
trade association for the U.S. 
cable TV industry. Emily is the 

in Seattle, where she worked 
as a graduate assistant in 
Intercollegiate Athletics.

Brennan Marion (BA ’13) 
is the head football coach at 
Waynesboro Area Senior High 
School in Waynesboro, Pa. In 
his first year, Brennan led the 
team from a 0-10 season to the 
division championship and was 
named the 2014 Public Opinion 
Coach of  the Year.

Dexter McCoil (BEX ’13) was 
named the Canadian Football 
League’s Rookie of  the Year as 
a linebacker for the Edmonton 
Eskimos. Dexter was a four-year 
starter for the Tulsa Golden 
Hurricane football team and set 
the school record with 18 career 
interceptions. 

Grant Edwards (MS ’14) and 
current TU student Phillip Culp 
recently published research on 
olefin metathesis in the journal 
Chemical Communications.

Will Silvia (JD ’14) joined 
McAfee & Taft in Tulsa as 
a corporate attorney whose 

practice encompasses a 
broad range of  business and 
commercial matters, including 
contract negotiations, mergers 
and acquisitions, divestitures, 
securities, corporate financing, 
real estate transactions and 
energy industry transactions.

Stephanie Lipscomb 
Madsen (BSBA ’06) and 
husband, Michael, welcomed their 
first child, Benjamin Wessel, on 
March 25, 2014. 

Lauren Abbott (BA ’07) married Chris Daming on 
August 9, 2014 at NEO in St. Louis. Other TU graduates 
in the wedding party were Apryll Schmidt (BS ’08) 
and Alisha Beseth (BA ’08). Lauren is an attorney 
with Greensfelder, and Chris is an attorney with Wuestling 
and James. The Damings live in St. Louis, where Lauren is 
vice president of  the St. Louis Chapter of  the TU Alumni 
Association. 

Thomas Porter (BSBA ’14) hosted Houston-based energy management 
alumni, current energy management students and administrators from the Collins 
College of  Business for a reception at his residence on February 12. Each 
year energy management graduates host a delegation of  students and college 
staff  during the North American Prospect Expo (NAPE) to provide valuable 
networking experiences and professional development.
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Love of languages 
broadens opportunities
Kally Walsh Bernin (BA ’06) adopted a global outlook 

on life in high school, when she developed a passion for 
studying government, foreign languages and history. Each 
of  her life experiences since that time, starting with her 
decision to attend TU and major in both political science 
and French, has laid the foundation for launching a 
successful career in international diplomacy.

She took advantage of  TU’s study abroad 
opportunities, sailing around the world while taking 
classes as part of  the Semester at Sea program, and later 
participating in TU’s bilateral exchange with the École 
Superieure de Commerce (ESC) in Amiens, France. In 
the process, she also met her husband, Xavier (a native 
of  France), through the Amiens exchange program. 
“We’ve been together ever since and got married this past 
summer,” Walsh Bernin says.

Pursuing a graduate degree was a natural next step for 
Walsh Bernin, who moved to Paris and earned a master 
of  international affairs degree at SciencesPo. She landed a 
position with the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) in Paris, recruiting 
international policy experts, and was later promoted to 
the secretary-general’s cabinet, coordinating a diplomatic 
agenda for the head of  the organization that included 

meetings with ambassadors, presidents and other world 
leaders.

The newlyweds relocated to Montreal in 2013, 
ready for their next adventure. For a bilingual French-
American couple, “it’s an excellent fit,” Walsh Bernin 
says. She currently works as the international relations 
advisor for McGill University in the Office of  Research 
and International Relations, coordinating diplomacy 
efforts, working with ambassadors, consulates and other 
representatives to facilitate partnership and information 
exchange among researchers around the world. 

Walsh Bernin credits her time at TU for teaching 
her how to think critically and communicate clearly; 
bringing together ideas from varied sources and 
finding information she needs when faced with a new 
situation. “These have been key skills in my jobs, which 
require me to think on my feet and adapt quickly and 
diplomatically to anything that may arise,” she explains.

As someone fluent in both French and Spanish, 
she adds, “Learning other languages allows you to 
communicate with people you may not have been able 
to otherwise. It also gives you the ability to look at 
things from different points of  view, which can enrich 
your understanding of  an idea or situation.”  n

In February, Walsh Bernin coordinated a visit by Her Royal Highness, Princess Anne, who 
spoke to a group of McGill University students involved in international development work.
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Ross Smith (BMG ’14) married Britelle Chandler (BA ’14) on May 24, 2014 at Trinity Episcopal Church in Tulsa. TU alumni 
in the wedding party included Michael Paraskevas (BM ’14), Alyssa Briery (BS, BME ’14), Corey Hardegree (BPE 
’14), Andrew Taylor (BA ’14), and current TU students Alex Chong, Taylor Conley, and Sonja Worthy. 

On December 6, 2014, the Washington, D.C. Chapter hosted 
its annual winter board meeting and brunch. Pictured are 
Patrick Karcz, Bridget McKenna (BSBA ’07, MBA 
’08), Jada Kaplan Stiner (JD ’09), Scott Bousum 
(BA ’08), Mike Spainhower (BCS ’05, MS ’07), Chris 
Richter, Stephanie Ruiz (BA ’90), Brooke Visser 
Meehan (BSN ’05), Tony Meehan (BCS ’04, MS 
’05) and Ken Ferrell (BSBA ’08). 

The Denver Chapter hosted alumni and friends at a pregame party on the 
Colorado State campus on October 4, 2014. After the party, fans gathered to 
watch the Golden Hurricane take on the CSU Rams. 
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Laile Denton Warren (JD ’57), 
October 5, 2014

Charles E. West (JD ’78), July 
13, 2014

Joan M. Whelan (BS ’76), 
March 20, 2014

Gale A. Whitaker (BS ’61), July 
29, 2014

Richard Eric “Rick” 
Wightman (BS ’65), 
November 25, 2014

William A. Wille (BS ’52), 
October 26, 2014

Tex Alton Williams (EDD ’73), 
August 28, 2014

Suzanne Seaman Willis (BA 
’63), September 22, 2014

Eula Louise Wilson (BA ’57), 
April 13, 2014

Gordon H. Wright (MBA ’57), 
March 15, 2013

Former Students
Joan Hill Allen, October 7, 

2014
Samuel H. “Sam” Anderson, 

November 25, 2014
Kenneth C. “Ken” Baldwin, 

Jr., August 4, 2014
Janice A. Burnett, October 

15, 2014
Drew D. Casper, September 

23, 2014
Bonnie M. Combs, December 

29, 2014
Lloyd Dale Dixon, September 

29, 2014
Marlon K. George, July 22, 

2014
Harold C. Givens, Jr., 

December 19, 2014
Harold Dwight Grammer, 

December 31, 2014
George V. Harvey, September 

16, 2014
John Richard “Dick” Hood, 

September 21, 2014
Mary Lou Ruff  Irvin, 

November 12, 2014
Waldo Emerson Jones II, 

December 6, 2014
Ione Martha Wood Kerr, 

August 29, 2014
Nancy Tenneson Kinsey, 

November 9, 2014
Kathryn Ann Knaell, October 

12, 2014

Roger R. Paul (BS ’52), October 
30, 2014

Karen Kealy Sullivan Peak 
(BME ’88), July 7, 2014

Robert E. “Bob” Ralston (BA 
’51, MA ’52), September 11, 
2014

William B. “Bill” Rhees (BS 
’63), August 13, 2014

John L. Rogne (BA ’60), October 
30, 2014

Gene W. Rowe (BS ’51), August 
22, 2014

Virginia Ayers Runnels (BA 
’58), October 14, 2014

Alice Jane Savage (BM ’50), 
December 4, 2014

Jack D. Sayers (BS ’58), 
September 3, 2014

George L. Scheinler (BS ’60), 
November 25, 2014

Joseph Tom Sheeler (BA ’60), 
October 8, 2014

LeRoy A. Shoemaker (BS ’50), 
July 12, 2014

William K. “Bill” Skeehan 
(BA ’48), November 29, 2014

J. Wyatt Snow (MA ’76), 
September 18, 2014

Bruce B. Spratling (BS ’48), 
August 7, 2014

Barbara Staggs (MA ’68, EDD 
’87), November 22, 2014

David S. Stear (BS ’50), August 
12, 2014

J. Richard Studenny (BA ’67, 
JD ’69), September 13, 2014

Nelson E. Terrell (JD ’50), 
November 20, 2014

Winifred “Winnie” Thomas 
(BSN ’78), September 10, 2014

Sue Joyner Todd (BA ’58), 
August 13, 2014

Charles A. “C.A.” Towne II 
(BA ’52), August 1, 2014

Harry V. Tucei (BS ’53), 
September 18, 2014

Michael T. Verdin (BS ’70), 
February 14, 2014

James E. “Jim” Vilott (BS ’50), 
September 13, 2014

Grady J. Walker (PHD ’71), 
December 1, 2014

Joe W. Walker (BA ’49), March 
30, 2014

George A. Ware (BS ’59), 
August 15, 2014

Donald Paul “Don” Warner 
(MS ’73), October 27, 2014

in m
em

oriam

All memorial tributes submitted to the Office of  Alumni Relations will be posted 
on TUAlumni.com, which may be viewed by registered users. Tributes may be 
submitted through the Online Community at TUAlumni.com, or by e-mail to 
tualumni@utulsa.edu. If  a family member who is not an alumnus/a would like 
to receive a copy of  the online tribute, please send a request to tualumni@utulsa.
edu, or call 918-631-2555.

Alumni
Robert C. Atcheson (BA ’64), 

December 12, 2014
Ford A. Bankston (BS ’41), 

September 23, 2014
John M. Barry (BS ’55), May 

29, 2012
Ruth Elizabeth “Beth” 

Battles (BS ’87), August 15, 
2014

Bill Rex Beasley (BS ’59, JD 
’67), January 3, 2015

Charles F. Bisett III (BS ’55, 
JD ’61), January 11, 2015 

Raymond L. “Ray” Boaz (BA 
’60), July 8, 2014

Peter B. Bradford (JD ’61), 
December 6, 2014

Ross E. Brannian (BS ’48), 
November 28, 2014

Alice Hudson Brennan (BA 
’49), September 17, 2014

G. Clayton Broach (BS ’54), 
October 18, 2014

J. O. Brown (BA ’54), August 
26, 2014

Kenneth Boyd Brown (BA ’51, 
MS ’74), September 3, 2014

Donald J. “Don” Buenzow 
(BS ’57), January 27, 2014

Paul Y. Burns (BS ’41), January 
5, 2015

Richard J. “Rick” Burr (BA 
’88, MS ’92), TU Dir. Dev. for 
College of  Law, August 21, 
2014 

Jimmy Dale Callison (BS ’57), 
November 19, 2014

Patsy Johnson Clark (BS ’50), 
November 21, 2013

Marsha Ann Coburn (BM ’60), 
September 9, 2014

Jean Conkwright (BS ’47), 
December 5, 2014

Sam C. Cooke (BS ’51), 
November 21, 2013

Mark Alan Cremer (BS ’74), 
December 21, 2014

Nancy Jean Davis (BA ’61), July 
24, 2014

Patrick D. Dorman (BA ’65), 
July 24, 2014

Charlie N. Ellis (BA ’52, MTA 
’63), September 5, 2014

Richard D. Enyart (BS ’69), 
July 17, 2014

Charles G. Fain (BA ’54), 
November 11, 2014

Lester D. Findley (BS ’51), 
September 30, 2014

Lewis S. “Sandy” Fine (JD 
’95), January 7, 2014

Bette Lou Frakes (BA ’58), 
September 17, 2014

James A. Frohnapfel (BS ’74), 
November 12, 2014

Josef  A. Galoostian (MS ’65), 
September 5, 2014

Carrie M. Graybill (BA ’96), 
September 25, 2014

Richard B. Gwartney (BFA 
’75), November 24, 2011

Jerome M. “Jerry” Hacker 
(BS ’55), September 3, 2014

Franklin D. Hampton (BA ’57), 
August 2014

Bernard Kelvin “Bernie” 
Head, Jr. (BS ’76, MA ’81), 
November 5, 2014

John R. Hegwein (BS ’70), May 
14, 2014

Ross R. Hill (BS ’81), October 
19, 2014

Earl L. Hogard (BS ’48), 
September 14, 2014

Bill E. Hogue (BA ’54), April 4, 
2014

Kathleen Helen “Katy” 
Hollingsworth (MA ’57), 
December 29, 2014

Herman L. “Dixie” Howell 
(BS ’50), November 24, 2014

Margaret McEwen Huston 
(BS ’70), November 14, 2014

Harriett Rosemary Jackson 
(BA ’60), October 29, 2014

Lloyd E. Jackson (BS ’49), 
November 7, 2014

James Ted “Jim” Jagau (BS 
’77), August 2, 2014

David A. Johnson (BA ’55), 
November 12, 2014

Jerry Ann Jones (BS ’74, MA 
’80), October 17, 2014

Holcomb B. “H.B.” Latting, 
Jr. (JD ’50), August 1, 2014

Ernest W. “Ernie” Lewis (MM 
’67), January 26, 2014

Harold D. Lindsey (BS ’69, 
MBA ’70), August 19, 2014

Jack L. Lively (BS ’53), July 12, 
2014

Claude M. Lowery (BS ’74), 
November 4, 2014

Kate Mae “Katie” Mangual 
(BS ’83), November 27, 2014

Donald F. Marlar (JD ’68), 
September 12, 2012

James Eric Maupin (JD ’92), 
November 30, 2014

David L. McCormick (BS ’73), 
October 28, 2014

Judith Ann McCoy (JD ’80), 
October 25, 2014

Charles D. Michael (PHD ’71), 
October 9, 2014

Rose Ella Misch (MTA ’73), 
October 20, 2014

Susan Sims Mottl (BS ’68), 
January 31, 2014

Margaret Elaine Jones Muller 
(BA ’50), November 6, 2014

John C. Ogren (MA ’68), 
November 3, 2014
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Vincent J. Lafferty, August 12, 
2014

Beatrice Levin, February 8, 
2014

Franklyn K. Levin, October 
16, 2014

Don Wright McAdams, 
November 16, 2014

Neal E. McNeill, Jr., 
December 2, 2014

Wanda Lee Miller, November 
26, 2014

Lois Nadine Parker Moore, 
November 10, 2014

Charles R. “Chuck” Neel, 
November 16, 2014

John Robert Raveill, 
November 6, 2014

Patricia Lee “Pat” Bennett 
Sharp, November 1, 2014

June Gladys Mathis Sisson, 
November 19, 2014

Robert J. Strickel, November 
15, 2014

Patrick C. Suppes, November 
17, 2014

Audrey M. Tucker, September 
27, 2014

Gayna Billue Veltman, 
November 20, 2014

Donald Maxfield Whited, 
November 2, 2014

Mary Ann LaFortune Wilcox, 
December 1, 2014

Friends, Faculty 
& Staff
Lindsay Alexander, March 4, 

2015
Heri Carroll, Sr., October 21, 

2014
Paula G. Dawson, September 

18, 2014
Nina Dunham, January 4, 2015
John Thomas “Doc” Gage, 

November 14, 2014
Harold LeRoy Hancock, 

October 13, 2014
Donald Ray Harris, October 

31, 2014
Norman Haws, December 1, 

2014
Jean Felt Holliman, November 

9, 2014
Nancy Susan “Nancylanie” 

Horwitz, November 20, 2014
John M. “Mickey” Imel, 

December 25, 2014
Mary Jane Jenkins, November 

7, 2014
Geraldine C. “Jerry” 

Johnson, September 3, 2014

Maralee Jones, November 18, 
2014

Beverley Kauth, October 27, 
2014

Bernice B. Kerr, September 
18, 2014

Ann Richards Ketcham, 
September 21, 2014

Margaret F. Knight, 
November 10, 2014

Betty B. Knoblock, October 
25, 2014

Loren D. Krase, November 1, 
2014

Ola Mae Lantow, November 
28, 2014

Elizabeth Mae Loots, 
November 20, 2014

Paul E. Mabrey, TU former 
adjunct professor, October 24, 
2014

Willie M. McGill, TU former 
dining services employee, 
December 2, 2014

Mary Betty Murphy, January 
4, 2015

Peggy Newcombe, November 
23, 2014

William L. Nicholson, 
September 21, 2014

Lenard Vern Nolan, October 
30, 2014

Marion Farrow Noldt, December 
31, 2014

Mary Frances “Frannie” Walter 
O’Hornett, November 4, 2014

John H. Paschal, Jr., June 24, 
2014

Hazel A. Passmore, October 10, 
2014

Robert D. “Bob” Phillips, Sr., 
October 13, 2014

Bradley Eugene “Brad” Place, 
Sr., TU professor emeritus of  Art, 
January 4, 2015

George Prothro, October 25, 
2014

Edwin P. Seaberg, October 20, 
2014

Jack M. Short, October 5, 2014
Jane Padrick Smith, November 

11, 2014
Bruce R. Stivers, November 22, 

2014
Harland C. Stonecipher, 

November 10, 2014
Robert H. Stotts, Jr., September 

26, 2014
Terry Lee Sumner, September 

24, 2014
William J. Swift, December 5, 

2014
Ross M. Taylor, October 11, 2014
Vesta K. Wilkerson, December 

29, 2014

Seeking 

on the move
The University of Tulsa Alumni Magazine is 
seeking rising young alumni to be featured in 
an upcoming magazine dedicated to young 
alumni who are tomorrow’s distinguished 
leaders. Are you or your classmate doing 
exciting work, starting a successful business 
or making an impact in the community?  

To nominate a deserving young alumnus or 
alumna, visit www.TUAlumni.com/rising. 
Nominations should be received by July 1, 
2015. If you have questions, contact Amy 
Freiberger in the Office of Alumni Relations at 
tualumni@utulsa.edu or 918-631-2555.

young alumni



bookend

There is nothing quite like 
warm Tulsa weather to inspire 
smiles and dance painting.
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